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MUSIC FIGHT JARS ADMEN 





Harry Pilcer, Just Over From Paris, 
Paints Sad Picture of Once Gay City 





7% 
v 





By ABEL GREEN 


‘The last time I saw Paris’ (not 
the Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammer- 
stein II song), in the words of 
Harry Pilcer, Amertcan juvenile 
long-domiciled in the French capi- 
tal, was Nov. 13. He sailed from 
Lisbon Nov. 17 on the S. S. Excam- 
bia, arriving this past weekend, with 
perhaps the most up-to-the-minute 
closeup of Paris show business as it 
is now. 

s keynoted, in brief, by a seeth- 





Reverse Strip 


Joe Laurie, Jr., notes the trend 
of the times around the old In- 
ternational Casino on Broadway, 
which formerly featured beauti- 
ful dolls and ‘no clothes’. 


Now it’s Bond’s clothing store 
and ‘two pairs of pants’. 








FILMUSICALS’ 
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AGENCIES FIND 
SELVES ON oPll 


Near Zero Hour on ASCAP 
Vs. Broadcasters Impasse 
—Bitter Words to the Mu- 
sic Situation Inevitable 








SEEK SOLUTION 
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First Soldier Show at Fort Dix, N. J, 


Cues a Potential 


e 
. 
{ 





Wild Life Trailers 


Trenton, Dec. 3. 

Fort Dix and civilian authori- | 
ties of nearby towns are con- 
stantly on the alert against dis- 
orderly houses and professional 
gamblers, but modern times has 
given the army a new headache. 

It’s been discovered that some 
of the trailers attached to autos 
of visitors to the camp, or parked 


| 
| 
| 








Army Camp Route 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 


A troupe of vaude and nitery per- 
formers, on the cuff all around, Sun- 
day (1) christened’a new channel 
of employment that should expand 
within the next five years. Rounded 
up by Phil Morris, the vaude pro- 





| ducer and agent, and with a VarRIgTY 
| mugg tagging along to see what his 


living conditions may be if his num- 


| ber comes up, the free show was the 


in the first rec- 
draftees’ induc- 


first entertainment 
reation hall in the 


. nearby, are not as innocent as | tion center at Fort Dix, New Jer- 
ing pro-General Charles deGaulle ASCAP-radio fight has begun to they look. They are floating sey. some 85 miles from. Broadway 
‘free Frenchmen’ spirit that must take on the momentum of a head-on ‘conveniences’. ‘The hall's capacity is only 400 sO 
erupt. it s manifested in the cine- collision and, unless intervention | the audience was picked out of some 

ac rhe } ‘ : ‘ re. : . P 
ogc Pa ais Bh tt looms up meanwhile from one of | 1,800 draftees in the induction cen- 
pels > asne aito : re ‘ior int istrj 
whist] sto and ie I F three sources—Washington, network | tre prior to being distributed among 
whistle, stomp and jeer the UFA ’ , the various corps in the camp ac- 
(Nazi) reels, which invariably re- advertisers, or a mediator—the out- 


sults in ‘official punishment’ by the 
authorities in occupied France clos- 
ing down the cinema for a week or 
two. Asa result, now all newsreels 





WORRY 


look is for a nasty, bitter fight as of 
Jan. 1. Indications have already been 








given that this battle in viciousness | 


NAMES IN 


; lished by an I, Q. 


cording to their adaptability, estab- 
rating. A number 
didn’t even have uniforms 
and most looked sad and homesick. 


might have been the reason why 


of them 


. eee : one 4, “ae inay dwarf the vecent presidential ; 
are preceded by & managerial re- | dapaveien ren they were such a great audience. 
quest, from the stage, that any ‘dem-| Report from Hollywood that fil- | “© ; palgn. } But the show also was good. 
onstration’ must result in being | musical producers will resort to the} Once the break occurs there will | It was the type of audience that 
shuttered for a spell, and that this in | ‘grand rights’ device for the ex-| be no pulling of punches or pleas for actors would like to wrap up and 
| 


(Continued on page 50) 


| ploitation of their wares in the event | quarter. 


The ASCAP leaders have 








< Pam, & |of a break between the networks| So far prevailed upon its rank and (Continued on pase 20) 
land ASCAP t has occasit > ’ : > , . 9 ri 

| Gossip Columns. Hurt iawyers. "There-te. nothing ta te| Plana for a season of eight stock Nice Cheer fi Radio 
contract that ASCAP has with a L Tibb tt M starting Jan. 13 is visiting x h i. ? 

U.S. Repute for Press | members, these lawyers noid, whieh) LAWFenCe AubDett May — ee." by “Gant Gaither, operator of Sponsor: Undertaker s 
SeGeaene ae ewe es eee | the Miami Beach Playhouse. Built ° 
Accuracy, Says Swope! °.2 ,msico-dvamatic work as| Risk MeSical Falere [5 ee ee i oul Army Post Show Pickup 
4 | oe the anys producer = = ° be known this season as the Gant 
onte one else controls the grand rights.| Qn His Ford Broadcast) caitner ‘Theatre. ~— 

Herbert Bayard Swope, on a re- Under such circumstances no per- | Shows Gaither fas tentatively Seattle. Dec. 3. 
cent ‘People’s Platform’ (CBS) pro- forming rights licer es are necessary ‘heduled include Joe E. Brown in KIRO on Sundays at 4:45 to 5 p.m. 
gram on ‘Influence of the Press To- | from ASCAP, even if the writers are | Lawrence Tibbett will take his ‘We tern Union, Please’; Frances carrying news and entertainment 
day,’ declared if he owned or oper- ASCAP members. . | vocal life in his hands Dec. 29, | Lederer in ‘No Time for Comedy’; from Camp Murray and Fort Lewis, 
ated a paper today, he would have Hollywood is face iw ith the heavi- when he will make his first public John Beal and Madge Evans in ‘Wind nearby army _cantonments, Fach 
Moxey sper r Age a poll to determine | est output of musical productions in | appearance on the Ford Sun- | ang the Rain’: Sinclair Lewis in | program gives information of events 
the ‘dormant’ feasons in readers’ and (Continued on page 56) | day Evening hour since he to t his | ‘Angela Is 22’; Eve Le a in a | taking place at the army posts, using 
Dublic’s minds for eanke hostility = | voice several months ago. The bari- “Cc onti nued on Page | 62 talent from ‘he ran? Firm spon- 
suspicion of newspape! Swone | tone is reported angered at the re- oer ring ‘News of Cc amp Murray and 
agreed with Raymond Clapper that 1067, RMI DANCE BAND | ports that his voice is completely . Fort Lewis’ is a mortuary concern, 
for yea nta m on part of pub Ui and that he will nev VARIETY CLUBS’ WORK E. R. Butterworth & Son Strang 
lic toward the press had existed q T FOR WIZ ® © be . ‘ 1 the account 
ar thst ‘eullaiae’” aeueciin PROGRAM SE musi : MAY BE PICTURIZED wren, te. sponsor and agency 
n€wspap¢ almost invariably drew to prove - for the quarter-hour, there 
a favorable response from many T! first 100 BMI music radio wrong t appearing before a irgé a e a number of huddles as to pos- 
people. De ee ee (Continued on page 60) Pittsburgh, Dec. 3 e effect the commercials might 

Swope, in a commert upon |. opi om Rernets frat ~ aoe | One of the major film companie ; 2 ‘ relati\ of the soldier 
columni ts, severely criticized the re? pain 'b "He mar Bernie to . all ‘ is asked the Variety Club for per- Some thinking pa, ma and 
sie we oe eding they made a ' Jan. 3 eae WIZ. ] - y te fi Culture Doesn’t Come yt —") k. nage of . _ Bas ht i Ss or Re oer 
aiues more ‘entertaining,’ he ques- j4 ] 1). os y rons {thd | activi ohn H. Harris, founder o cep alter sp m tae un aker, 
tioned whether they did not harm oP aes oo which ; Bach tet To Hollywood Guilds organization and national president | Sponsor and agency agreed to tone 
Weapepers much more. Former an he bie aieceele and the theme | eee of "Variety Clubs of America, has ;¢0wn commercials. 


World man declared that gossip col- 








umnists are ‘de troyi h lof the show is ‘Discoveries of 1941’ Hollywood, Dec. 3. athe gg ee Soe ee . 
| press ha “ ng’ what the (Connie Russell, Carol Bruce and! Efforts of the Academy to draw whic a company it was, sa} a yee Copacabana S $14 000 
countle as Spent many years and others as guesters) plus an audience- | the three talent Guilds into partici- ducer wished to file prior claims on | . ; 
SS sums of money to attain: quiz gag, ‘Name the Tune.’ pation in its affairs, to create a club’s different mottoes, ‘Heart of 9 e 
| eee = odo -liners, by the Fans submitting a title to an un- ‘united cultural and educational pet fh enn vd ‘Little Child Shall N. Y. S Top Nitery Gross 
and do not their output, cannot published BMI tune may win a roy- front’ came a cropper when the Lead Them,’ etc. | 
cur ive great heed to ac- alty and a copyright interest in a | Screen Actors Guild voted against it. Club got its start here 13 years | Monte P Cc b 
acy, wots asserted. ‘song ‘for 56 years, the life of the| Writers and Directors Guilds also ago by a group of local showmen Monte f£rosers Copacabana, new 











Church’s ‘Date Nights’ 


Too Tough for Showmen 


Buffalo, Dec. 3. 
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copyright.’ 


| tabled action on proposal. 


| 


headed by Harris. 


























8th ANNUAL 








| East 60th street nitery, was the No. 1 
| cafe grosser last week in Manhattan, 


taking in $14,000. Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, with its greater ca- 
pacity, has been averaging $10,000 to 
$11,000 of late; No. 3 is Leon & 
Eddie’s, with under $10,000, and the 
Stork continues its $7,000-to-$10,000 


| as 
New he average and rates as still the most 
a eee 

here is ‘ ma 2 ped mag ac ve successful cafe in America. 
vangelical Ret -s ~ b= gg ; The other class rooms with lesser 
digge a ee capacity, | also lesser overhead 
yor megs games, shuffleboard and Pages 21 to 28 ot ot ood oe . me of the big 
@ jukebox each Saturday night night net more than som vi S 


Drawit ng well. 
é 
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rossers, however, 
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Of Thee They Si a A in P aye 
Garbo Laughs Again +++ 
g “ z a 
r 
ey olllg {THE BERLE-ING POINT 
- ie o ft 
, Hollywood, Dec. 3. . 
Next picture for Greta Garbo at By Milton Berle 
By ALBERT STILLMAN Metro is a comedy, her second Suc- | ¢¢e¢eeeeoeeeesesereee +4 +4ees 

The time has come to write, so 1 thought I'd write it, cessive role in a light vein, slated to 

A piece about songs on these great United start about March 1. ‘ 2 — . Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Forty-eight perfectly ainieniiiadad States George Cukor is supervising the Had Republican Thanksgiving dinner at Jack Benny’s home. Dinner 
: Shes itet : aR ON ay development of the yarn, still un- | was excellent and Jack’s prices were very reasonable. 

That everyone loves and no American hates. . I ? . >: : , x : : 

hic, ce “(i ; titled. Met Sidney Skolsky there. Told him I was getting plenty of mai! fro 

First, let me say so there 's no misunderstanding: : ne : ‘ a 

eet, nee aa ; readers telling me what they think of my column. Sidney replied, ‘1 didn’t 

My ancestors landed on Plymouth Landing, : : : ead : : 3 

My great-grandfather fought under Sherman think the postal inspectors permitted that kind of language to go through 

a Sgt . sates. ; a2 — 2 : the mails.. I wonder what he means? (But don’t get me wrong, I Joy 

So I gotta right to deliver this sermon, eid ramatic ria Skolsky.) ’ e 

I went to school in New York City, ~apande - ‘ . 

Long before the Dies Committee : ° G dd d’ D d’ There's a new traffic law out here. Every car going along Hollywooq 

‘ en : Miss 0 ar $ a 5 Blvd, over 60 miles an hour must have a driver. 

And I pledged allegiance to my flag, ; ‘ i : 

And to the republic for which ‘it stanton e A Hollywood restaurant has a sign, ‘Special Today—What We Couldn't : 

One nation indivisible, ae Suit Ends, Settled Get Rid of Yesterday.’ a ' 

With liberty and justice for all All you have to do in Hollywood to get credit in a grocery store is to 

And I thought then—I was sti - walk in with makeup on. 

That those tly A pevadgee AoE, te gr up , Syracuse, —~ ao , _ Broadway Dept. 

; eink After a brief trial which packe Leon & Eddie have been in business so long they are beginning to tr 

Those words and The Star Spangled Banner. 8 rust 

What more did you have to sing, to say more melodrama than any of the/ each other. 

ne mek 28 iat ef films he used to sell, or in which| prince Mike Romanoff is vacationing in New York and is stil] traveling 

Well. the S. S. B. was still hen the ‘dough his daughter takes leading roles, Jo- with the upper set. His dentist is keeping the lower until he pays up, 

Until about six months ago seph R. dae gre a eon Since I've been in Hollywood I'm continually singing a song dedicated to 

: - Stnertail against rowell-Collier Publishing | the boys at Lindy’s titled, ‘Please Don't Talk About Me When I’ rone’ 

At which time every songwriter in the country simultaneously got the rit : y nay s Patras: . - en im Gone’, 
brilliant notion ° . 2 , ie Co. reached a sudden settlement in My brother in New York is so lazy that he won't work any week that 

That this iit the tied ot bie D ti Onondaga County supreme court! pas 9 Friday in it 

i as the Lan is Devotion ae 7 . 

From ocean to paces shmeacny Ses). eS Hollywoodiana 

That this country wen really terrific Interrupted for a day when Levy Met an absent-minded producer at Central Casting who was looking for 

Sunset: iteeinthe ty te Pacific: ’ suddenly collapsed on the stand, | a couple of extras to use as bookends, 

Or. te make # slain 4 shortly after the entrance into the Barney Dean was telling me about the new horse he bought. He said 
, Ke Pp = courtroom of an unidentified woman |!. as ie “te. , a : hz , tig 

F , : If my horse behaves himself I'll give him food that human beings eat~— 
rom California to Maine; , 2 "Ss 1e ly |; 

: ; = whom reporters at the trial promptly | i¢ he’s bad he'll have to eat what I eat.’ 

And that he, the songwriter, offered his Undivided Loyalty, dubbed ‘Madame X.’ the trail was —s : : mio ; { 

And in return received the usual rovaltvy— * b ss Th ae ie - Finally found out why so many movie stars wear dark glasses. It's to 

So much per record, so much per sheet— et as ; s huddle. ©" | protect them from the glare of the other stars. 

a ‘ eceeoutiies’ anh , < - , 

; jahid Hove . , George Raft goes to Florida next week for his health—he left it there las 
ye ng agen so the take was pretty sw ect. Levy had brought the action based waa. Gt Bas Gee ae ° saGre Sa 
: A . ~ cere ety ng _ ho nobody doubts on a story in Collier’s by Kyle Crich- Radio Dept 

onate is entire royalty to the Boy Scouts.) ; hi + we = - . , 
So now you get that tn fr enelaa statue nage Be — — ree — Told my uncle he’d never get a job if he sat around the house talking to 
Thrown right at you; + col phn Peg aol 4 onda prt himseif. He said, ‘That Edgar Bergen does bad, I suppose?’ ; 
; . a Se ar idt’s r untheit, on the air the other night, 

And the Liberty Bell Levy contended that publication had Heard Horace Heidt's brother, Gez " g 

Is starting to sell; cost him his job. He's nothing to sneeze at. : : 

And Washington and Lincoln whose utterances the boys begin on, After the conference of attorneys RiP... awe 7 Nick Kenny is going to sing in the Metropolitan 

Are getting a lot of valuable publicity which others are cashing in on. | with Justice Abram Zoller, Donald | *U@#tlons of the Air. ; ; ‘ 

Now I hate Hitler, and when they flash him on the screen, I’m the loudest (tential 57) A high priced radio comedian was speaking to Fibber McGee. Said 
hisser, . ontinued on page o/ radio comedian, ‘McGee, if I had a face like yours I'd be ashamed to show 

But I object to having the American Flag waved right in my kisser 7 it.’ McGee niftied, ‘Listen, Low Crossley, if I had a show like yours I'd 

By Buddy Davis, Toots Napoleon and I-don’t-know-who, ly . e e be ashamed to face it. 

And I should think the American Flag would object, too. | asf enda Joyce In Pitt Music Dept. 

This is my country and I love it, Hollywood trade unions are all-powerful. In my picture, ‘Tall, Dark 

And I don’t have to be reminded of it Hosp; Clot on Her Arm and Handso ne,’ I say, ‘I feel as fit as a fiddle.’ That same afternoon I was 

On the red, white and blue networks, night and day, l , told I had io join the musicians’ union. a? 

By Gray Gordon and Sammy Kaye. ~_ All bandleaders are singing the sequel to "You ve Got Me In Between 

Mine ears have heard and have been badly bent Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. | the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea’ titled ‘You've Got Me In Between the 

By patriotic compositions of indubitably meritorious intent, Brenda Joyce, with the Louella | ASCAP and the BMI,’ — ; , , 

Such as: America, I Love You, God Bless America, Wake Up, Amrica, Parsons’ stage unit, currently ap- Harry Link, the music man, is trying to arrange to give all prisoners 
Speak Up, America, Shout, I Am an American, I Hear America Singing, pearing at the Stanley here, was | paroled from Sing Sing copies of Feist tunes. Link’s slogan, ‘You Can't 
and Keep the Light Burning, America; |taken to Mercy hospital today | Go Wrong With a Feist Song. mn 

And I still like—so help me Hannah— (Tues.) for treatment for a blood | __Hangnail Descriptions ae 

America and The Star Spangled Banner. clot on her arm that has caused a| Tommy Manville: Bringham Young. Sam Goldwyn: Pardon My Sudden 

> semi-paralyzed condition. Accent. William Saroyan: Gertrude Stein with a hangover. 

Injured several weeks ago when Observation Dept. 
e e 9 the Parsons troupe was playing De- Out here the pedestrian only has the right of way when he’s in an 
r r il ucte nto Wa troit, the bruise then suffered was | ambulance. 
? aggravated last week when bumped Everybody here gives you cigars. I usually carry so many my vest loos 
fenton while playing Steuben- | like a pipe organ. 
‘6 9 | ville, O. | Everybody out here is so prosperous the loan companies are putting :” 
U omes ril a ll Miss Joyce will be out of the show | floor shows to attract business. . 
9 for the rest of this week and may | Wish I were a jitterbug—so I could wear my white shoes in the wint¢r- 
have to remain here for a while. | time. E 
+ | Miss Parsons and her gang return to | Eavesdropped at Casa Manana. ‘He's the kind of a guy who whistles ¢'t- 
| Hollywood Thursday (5). | color songs.’ 
I Bh ag abe peor gel as an That, Too : Found out why they call it Palm Springs—everywhere you go & pé:'n 
ne -} suk «acnlnas . all | flag - 

Guy’ for Circus Saints and Sinners. | Lewisohn’s Play | PEGE GH TS FES, Whatever Became Of — ? ? ? 

Which means, liberally translated, he Hollywood, Dec. 38. aap , . dass Ch a 

was initiated into the organization Film colony is going in for art Dramatization of Ludwig Lewi- Cole & Snyder Dainty Marie 

of show biz people doctors. lawyers with an upper case A, Fifteen | sohn’s book, ‘Last Days of Shylock,’ Miss Vanessi Hurst & Vogt 

businessmen, congressmen and any- Hollywooderg are exhibiting has a made by oe org ed Weber & Ridnor PPO cc. Tack Sam 

one else to whom the smell of a tan- their creations at the Gump sistant eastern story editor of Uni- | haan nes ae ans eee F ni 

bark ring, the sight of canvas and| salon, which opened at the Am- | versal. " a unger consideration for na diy aif mt “tay ga Blvd. He was very polite—I tipped 

the baying of 40 different kinds of} bassador hotel. "tae coe e ~ Sats be a ae See ee ee ew es 

animals transcends in the spring any | ‘ntri = ewisohn took mo active part in | - nee aaa accel ; ihe, 

thoughts of family, home or busi- | Pe Gudea, teas hee the dramatization except to approve | ° ° | ° 

ness | Ginger Rogers’ Gracle Alien. |‘e final draft. Finally Caught Up With | Carol Bruce Continues 
ree . 0 mates sae Senarnes Richard Cromwell, Lum and : einer hiterwerrax ° 0 

made stupendous, colossal and over- Abner, Stuart Erwin, Vincent 0 R d B 50 Of 

whelming seem as nothing. It was Price, Gene Stadion Roland L. A. to N. 7, j Hollywood, Dec. 3. | n a 10, ut 0 
ne most tremendous uncneon—or PTT? enry anktfort. j arners oanec ar aiaqwin 0 | 

tt 1 t Young, John Howard Tyrone H Blankf |_ Ww I 1 Earl Baldwin t | t ity 

a any other affair—ever tossed by the | een and Mrs Tanneth, Mar. H. N. (Jack) Brower, Columbia for an eight-week stretch | > ay oes 0 rl 
x Saints and Sinners, with more than | Gowan. , A. Ronald Button. | to write an untitled musical for pro- | 

. y 1,200 members and guests filling the! __| Harry Cohen. | duction by Sam Bischoff. Gers] Brute sestresa in ‘Louil- 
Hotel Astor’s (N. Y.) ballroom from —_ Linda Darnell. In his 11 years on the Burbank lot, Pracenag Bans ened , a anata -— Y 

12:30 to 4:30 in the afternoon as a . Owen Davis it is Baldwin’ - P sia! as, seo, : 

y tribute to the little guy with horn- If Jessie Matthews Can | ay Bnwtich’ - i: wean ses nineibatanieensht | W hose outside night spot and radio 

, rimmed specs who smiled through it ° e Errol Flynn. | | appearances without the ——— . 
, all. C (0) B hi W | | Henry Fo 1 Chi A > bhi 0) h | Buddy DeSylva, show’s producer, 

Ad Corridors outside the ballroom ome ver, erin I | a Fonda Ico ASSeM Ing rc ’ |caused her to be fined by Equity, | 
[ were billed with 24-sheets of many | ‘ H ° ¢ | Ball’ Monroe Greenthal. B M S i iH has continued the microph¢ ne Age ' 
} R past circus, and the ce iling of the | tar er In rysta Edmund Gwenn. ut arxes till ave re the Ben grant cen . mi 

gigantic dining room was covered | | Sir Cedric Hardwicke ; ; ee 
a. soak ae he io - ; wollen the Equity action, DeSylva assented 

with a tent, as is usual for the! Irving Berlin is planning to co-| Hedda Hopper. M-G Pic Committment ‘2: Esuity #ction, Desyiva assented 

monthly meetings. Stage was some-| .;.. Jessie Matthews in ‘Crvst: Morey Marcus. a Se * 

thing of a surprise, however. It was; eter ; veoh teak Groucho Marx el | Miss Bruce provided she turn covet 

a replica of Nigger Mike's, on the mot : orgy in I tag alge me Seinen Stubnae Although Chico Marx, upon his ar- ao such earnings to the Actors 

‘ | e spring, providing e English (Gaea a See rival in New York’ state he Marx und. 
(Continued on page 46 pe , Mz n O'Sullive n WwW rk, stated the Marx 919 he 
‘ page ) | comedienne can come ovez in time. a. wen =, Bros. were splitting up, he to form Since then a check for $212 has 
Indications are that she can. Dick Budd Schulberg his own band, the trio have another | Peen tendered weekly to A. L. _ 
Kurt Eisfeldt Left potieur Wiad sdb, suvenije and, Se- Murray Silverstone Metro film committment. Since Zep- | ™#" general represeitative for De- 
i — on Bert Lahr’s tour in Du- an ; po Marx went into the agency busi- (Continued on page 62) 
Estate of 77 S04 yaore bot lhe Lady,’ which is doing ness, the other three have been ———-.- = 
’ very goed rey = on the road, he'd N.Y. to L.A. casual about their professional re 
| The: Soe Wines ee _ Joe Bigelow chores, doing one picture every year| Ex-Mrs. Tom fViix Sues 
s ade pos- he : sir *C ~4? z : 
Syracuse, Dec. 3. | sible by an agreement to set A aie Nate J. Blumberg. pe por Go West’ for M-G is Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 
Kurt Eisfeldt, husband of the late Berlin's Paramount filmusical co Munroe Brown. It’ S ene. Suit for $50,000, demanding pay- 

May Irwi f d ¢ an oa ; . =i 69 M t's no secret Groucho Marx would A sors ne filed 
ay rwin, famed actress of the miiment for Bing Crosby, Mary . A. McFadden. prefer to continu t] f ment of a promissory note, was ; 

mauve decade, who died May 30, left) Martin and, probably, Fred Astaire Abe Montague, ing in Californi . “ ee arm~ | against the Tom Mix «tate by Vic- 

an estate of $77,804, according to an It’s titled ‘Birth of the Blues’ a sng | Hugh Prince. has ¢ ; ua, and Harpo Marx | toria de Olazabel, one of the western 
; ’ @ song she as some sort of a concert tour]... ; , 

appraisal filed in Jefferson county.| cavaleade idea, which Mark Sand Don Raye. raiti j | Star's former wives. 

Seinaina’ tbanahe % b j cs “e idea, ‘ark - ‘ i awaiting him whenever he wants to «t : : — 5 000 
rincipal beneficiary is a brother, rich will direct and Berlin will co-| Atch Reeve. try it. Meantime Groucho is dri Estate is estimated at $115,000. 

Gustave Eisfeldt, of St. Louis, who’ produce for Par on a straight 10%-| David Rose. ing east on & halides S Gfiv- onwassiles 

receives the residiary estate and two of-the gross deal. Marvin Schenck. Pianist Chico ‘a re g hi 

farms at Clayton, N. Y., where Miss | Bill Sc Se a ee ee oe n 1S » 3 

Irwi sid d ith her husband, a| we —— | band and auditioning a femme vocal- Lyons Bros. Swap . 

in resided wi e usband, a Jack Weiner. list. Willi : , : ‘ng offices 
former agent, on her retirement. SAILINGS Jone Walt st. liam Morris will back, Sam Lyons is excnanging 0M : 
i weet , ° In laying out a stage routine Chico | with his brother, Arthur, for 
A sister, Margaret E. Perley of ks ais a st will’ Include thi : 
Clayton, receives $10. Other bene- Nov. 29 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) : = — bits of business which month. : : . Catur- 
ficiaries are Frances Campbell and Bill Henry (Lurline), ARRIVALS per = or less standard with him- Arthur got into New York Satur- 
: ie MO gs iin: * ca ; = , se sroucho ar art snes : nw ed ak is why flew it te 

Georgina Truax, of N. Y., Grace Nov. 27 ‘Rio de Janeiro to New Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Straus, David rs an oe ; pie a gpd. 2g teed ‘ike day (30) and sam, wih will 
; sean lay ‘or *ynda Gle yentine ose. Harry Pile oe ee thy > band made up to look like | the Coast the week before last, W? 

Revel and John Seaman of Clayton, York) c y nda Glenn (Argentine), Rose, Harry : Pilcer, the other two. fee * a ntil New Year's. 
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YANK SINGERS ALWAYS 0K 
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Hwood Shying Away From Bway Play 


Backing, Gotta Be Good for Stage, Pix 








Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Film companies are not tossing 
any reckless bankrolls into Broad- 
way if they follow the example of 
Metro, where the execs have adopted 
a policy of studying the form sheet 
before laying a bet on the nose. 
There will be huddles in high offices 
whenever a play is submitted, to de- 
termine two factors. First is its 
stage potentiality, and second is its 
adaptability to the screen. 

Purchase or rejection of scripts 
rests finally with J. Robert Rubin, 
vice prez and legal chief of Loew’s 
in New York, with recommendations 
on the screen possibilities by Ken- 
neth McKenna, story editor at the 
Culver City studio, who recently re- 


_ 


So He’s 39 Again 





Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 
Patrick Francis Shanley, for- 
mer hotel man, widely known 
among Broadway performers of 
the vaude and legit stage, cele- 
brated his ‘39th birthday’ again 
last week. Some years ago 
Shanley, like his late friend 
Dick Ferris, also with a wide 
showfolk following, decided to 
limit his age to 39 and since then 
each recurring birth anniversary 
‘has been one year shy of 40. 
Shanley is now on the Arizona 
desert, convalescing after a 16 
months’ illness. 
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800 TO 1 


Research Into the Files of 
Yesteryear Exposes As 
Opera Press Agent Hokum 
Idea That American Sing- 
ers Are Only Just Now 
Coming Into Their Own 








MANY EXAMPLES 


—_———__. 


By EDWARD SMITH 


season in New York on Monday (2), 


With the opening of its 57th annual | 








| Block That Bull 





Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Tyrone Power is learning how 
to be a toreador from Oscar 
Boetticher, Jr., who used to han- 
dle the pigskin as a member of 
the Ohio State football team and 
later manhandled bulls in Mex- 
ico. 
Lessons are in preparation for 
‘Blood and Sand’ at 20th-Fox. 








Hil WEIL FRON ‘German Railways Tries to Slip a Lil 
Pro-Nazi Film Propaganda Over And 


Starts a Riot; Niteries’ ‘Aryan Burn 


+> 


———__—___— 


Milwaukee, Dec. 3. 

Nazi propaganda agents. sure 
pulled a boner here when they 
spliced some film footage glorifying 
Hitler into an educational picture 
and sent it into a Polish public 
school for exhibition. Not only did 
the young Poles greet Der Fuehrer’s 
likeness and the flying swastikas 
with hisses, boos and catcalls. but 
school authorities stopped the show- 
ing immediately in the middle of a 
reel and barred all future pictures 
from the same source. Alderman 


Clemens F. Michalski, just to make 
turned from a series of stage-screen the Metropolitan Opera Co. points to things a little tougher for the Nazis 
ggg = ge hg ge the fact that now two-thirds of the from now on, at once drafted a reso- 

uild. : 


McKenna brought back is ‘Mr. and 


BMI TUNES FOR 


entire company are either native- 
born or naturalized American sing- 


lution for presentation in the com- 
mon council under which all mo- 


Mrs. North,” which will be the first con Seis ' : tion pictures shown in the public 
oo . : t ers. is is the highest percentage ; 
ag ty Bogen sage gyn in the Met’s history, and from the schools in the future must first be 


thored by Owen Davis and Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Lockridge. 
Metro’s ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
Metro is the first picture company 
to announce backing of legit shows 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Claims Film Close 
Follows Real Life, 
Helen Twelvetrees Sues 


} 
A suit by Helen Twelvetrees | 


» ainst RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. for 
alleged libel and unauthorized use 
of her name in connection with the 
picture, ‘I’m Still Alive,’ was re- 
vealed Friday (29) in N. Y. supreme 
court, when the actress applied to 
the court for a temporary injunction 
against the picture, and against the 
use of her name in advertising and 
publicity connected with the film. 
The unique action claims that on 











wife, a Hollywood star. Miss Twelve- 


RKO MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
Broadcast Music, Inc., made its 
first dent in the armor of American 





used in the filmusical. 
Harry Engel, BMI Coast rep, ne- 





gotiated the deal, the first of its kind | ; 
ords from 1850 to 1920 discloses that 
|not only has the American singer 
played a tremendous part in oper- | 


ever made with an independent out- 
fit. 





BMI-Columbia Deal 


with Columbia Pictures for the film 
synchronization rights to its 


songs. 


short subjects within the next six 
months based on tunes under BMI’s 
| control. 

Briefies 





are to be made on the 


‘bouncing ball’ idea, a type of com- 
y} 





Society of Composers, Authors and | 


| Publishers by tieing up RKO’s ‘Hang | 
Out the Moon’ with the title num- | 
ber and three or four others to be| 


| Columbia has agreed to turn out 10 | 


ratio of increase, the Met estimates 
that within a decade 90% of the 
company’s roster will be Americans. 

Press agents have jumped on this 
bandwagon, and@continually during 
the past few years the Met has re- 
ceived oodles of publicity to the 





history of opera in America, Ameri- 
can singers are receiving a break. 
However, these statements 
reflect- the true situation, and de- 
cidedly misrepresents American con- 
cert and operatic history. 


An examination of available rec- 


atic music in his own country, but 


: has quite frequently won plaudits | 
Broadcast Music Inc.has set a deal abroad, against European talent and | 


All this 
(Continued on page 60) 


strange conditions. in the 


| 
| 





Forrester-Parant Pix’s 


effect that for the first time in the | 


hardly | 








| Kate Smith, who has generally 

originated most of her broadcasts 
| from New York, with occasional pro- 
| grams from the Coast or elsewhere, 
| will greatly increase the number of 
| shows originating outside New York. 
| Returning last week from a two- 
| weeks jump to the Coast, the singer 
| began a string of five programs from 

New York, after which she will air 
| one from Texas, a couple from Hol- 
| lywood and at least one from Hono- 
lulu. It will be her first trip to 

Hawaii. She will continue to travel 
| more extensively thereafter. 


| This Friday’s (6) stanza from New 
| York will include an excerpt from 
the legit musical, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ 
| currently at the Beck theatre, N. Y., 

with Ethel Waters, Rex Ingram and 
| Todd Duncan of the original cast. 
| Following week (13) will be a bit 
|from the 20th-Fox picture ‘Chad 
| Hanna,’ with Henry Fonda and Linda 
| Darnell appearing. Dec. 20 will be a 
| special Christmas program, with Miss 


| 
} 


| 
| 





passed upon by the municipal mo- 
tion picture commission, the city’s 
official censoring body. Warning 
also went out from Harry Perlewitz, 
business manager of the Independent 
Theatre Protective Association of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, for 


'exhibitors throughout the territory 


to watch out for similar subversive 

films in their communities. 
‘Bayreuth, «the City of Richard 

Wagner,’ was the picture of Ger- 


(Continued on page 51) 


SKOURAS’ TRIPS FOR 
GREEK WAR RELIEF 


Seattle, Dec. 3. 

Spyros Skouras paid a flying visit 
here, from Denver, to plug for the 
Greek relief fund, of which he is 
national chairman. He told local 
yreek societies that the quota for 
Washington state is $125,000, with 
the total from America being sought, 
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trees declares, ‘This picture with 
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DRAFT RULING ON ACTOR 


called for military training under the 








novel action against Marlene 


A 
Dietrich in N. Y. supreme court, by 


| tress’ property in N. Y. 
\served on Universal, to whom Miss 


Papers were | 


cast from New York for some time. 


arrive from Lisbon today (Wednes- 





| he stated. 


Oscar Straus and his wife, Clara, 


| 
re 
1 |] 


Sid Silverman, President j 












































54 West 46th Street, New York, N.Y | 
| federal draft daw and in only one| pietrich is under contract. Attach- | day) after being held up for months, SUBSCRIPTION 
DAVE (OF BLUE ROOM) | instance was a ruling made on the! ment papers were also served Mon- | both in France and on the French- |||, 00, $10 Foreign...... $11! 
| matter of immediate service. That| day (2) on Gulf Oil for whom the Spanish border before being per- ||i single Copies........ssseces 25 Cents | 
| case may set a precedent for others,| star did a radio commercial Sunday | Mitted to get into Portugal. There, | 
FILES BANKRUPTCY however, for the actor reported to) night (1). " |after buying clipper accomm)da- 1 Vol. 140 epee No. 13 | 
) | the draft board that he was appear- Action takes in everything includ- nese oy Psy = wee and de- | EEN 
‘ 4 | ing in a show which is unlikely to| jing World War No. 2, the fall of | cided to take a boat instead. i isi 
| xan as gare | be on the boards in town or out at ay etc. According to the com- Their son, Walter, preceded them | | INDEX | 
age ’ ” Al 7 * ‘ ; ag ’ j > age 15 states y onths 
128 West 58th street. N. Y., filed 4 (Continued on page 63) (Continued on page 15) | to the States by months. | ES. 2 ee 54 | 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in| - — —_ — . - . | Chatter 61 | 
N. Y. federal court last week, listing * 7 Exploitation ve 
assets of $100 and liabilities of $34,- | ' ° > yy ‘lm Reviews 9 
| aricimnnonsse es Met Opera Begins Season Under | t= «« 32 | 
President, treasurer, and sole stock- | : oO Forum ..... a 
° = of Dave's Blue Room, Inc., at Y Y > , AL me House Reviews.. . $2 | 
4 th Avenue and 50th street, which I va 9 / % p) f S / > / / / Inside—Legit 58 
pepe mproved Seat Sale, HAd1O FL UNANCES | 2-2 | 
. During 1938-39 Kleckner earned | oars «Men oe 
: $1,600 and in 1939-40 he earned $150. | * Sg nina ent 7 || Inside—Radio penses:t - 3 | 
" Among creditors are Thomas J. Man- | The Metropolitan Opera Co. of N PERA |) SRSERATOne ews, . 7 | 
Ville, Jr., $10,000 on a loan; Regal FLORIDA BAGS TWO Py eat gene oe, of) JAN PEERCE | 0 |}] Aetteratl ...--0r0ee rare, 7 
Musi ; ‘ ; . N. Y. opened its 57th annual season || Legitimate ........... . 55 | 
usic, Inc., $180, on a breach of con- i 
tract, and the 799 7th Ave. Corp. HOLLYWOOD NITERIE Monday (2) in perhaps the soundest | OPPOSITE LILY PONS | Music ... - 4 | 
$10,000 for br : financial shape of the past decade. | | New Act.......++++.-. rere oe 
, for breach of a lease. t | : 
_ a |Ever since 1929, when the $1,000,000 | = i Night Clubs.............-+. 49 | 
" Hollywood, Dec. 3. |reserve slowly built up by the com-| Jan Peerce, tenor of the Radio ||) Night Club Reviews..... - 48 | 
d Films’ $440 000 For Florida’s winter moonlight is more | pany’s former manager, Guilio Gatti- City Music Hall, who for the past | | me eensd bbe Rhee nes Sirs oe o6 7 | 
aa ’ appealing than California’s winter Cassaza, dwindled and appeals to the tw oO seasons has been branching out lla al telah . | 
n L.A : sunlight to two Hollywood niteries, | public had to be made, the Met has into opera, singing with such com- . 10 Me Mandated oie sete a 
of lhe Community Chest. which shuttered Saturday night and | been tottering on the brink of finan- | panies as the Cincinnati and St. ||| Radio eee on tee e en eee 4 
moved their entire shows to Miami. | cia! disaster. Louis companies, will reach the Radio Markets. ve sete is 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. Bill Jordan, a veteran of Florida The success of the $1,000,000 drive | peak of his operatic achievements to {| ncaa ay hte tases oe 
Film industry at the Community winters, closed his Bar of Music | for public support last spring as- date on Dec. 6 when he will sing | nit ® Maes . Yu vesees 50 
Chest rally Tuesday (3) attended by |here and shifted his crew back to|sured the company of $500,000 to the Duke in ‘Rigoletto’ opposite Lily | || Tare at ere reerevessees ro | 
i Studio biggies, actors and directors | the old stand at Miami Beach, near |purchase the site upon which the | Pons with the Chicago Opera Co. ||| QUGEVINE ...-crecorece ees | 
4 announced collection of $440,000 for | the Roney-Plaza, where he had been | building rests and to pay off stock- | The tenor is also booked for SS an meiaeennall 
cal charity, tops for all time. Last| operating for three years. Maxie holders and make repairs. Due to’) pearances in Philadelphia in Rigo- vaawEss yr : peanch2 - 
‘ year the picture business contributed | Rosenbloom trekked to Miami the buiiding code of N. Y. it w letto’ and ‘Traviata’ and is negotiat- | || (Fantses. wee de —— 
a $311,000. proper for his first fling at night-|found necessary to spend far more ing with Victor for a series of ||| : seins 
- Motion Picture Relief Fund was| clubbing in alligator land. |money than had been thought essen- | operatic recordings, He appeared on | || DAILY VARIETY 
I awarded $58,000, or 10% of the first | Both outfits plan to run their | tial in the remodeling, and the entire | the ‘Your Happy Birthday’ program (810 8 year—$12 foreign 
$300,000, and 20% above that am yunt. | tropical salons until April 15, and | fund was practi ally gone at the start|as Enrico Caruso, Friday (29) sing- a Dally y ain “ Ltd.) f 
Ouls B. Mayer headed drive. 





ireopen in Hollywood about May 1. 
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jing ‘Vesti la Giubba’ from ‘Pagliacci.’ 
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3.1% Increase in Normal U.S. Tax 
Cuts Deeply Into the Net Profits; 


Breakdown of Recent 9-Mo. Reports "ss Ss.rng.°7 


—_—____—— i 


| 
Just what the 3.1% tilt in the nor- | 
mal Federal income tax rate and 
excess profits taxation, passed by 
Congress a short time ago, means to 
picture companies and radio corpo- 
rations is revealed in recent three- 
quarter reports. Several companies 
have come down the stretch with a 


fairly decent profit until e; aken 
by the new tax bite. Ths has in- 
variable cut deeply into ‘he net 
profit shown. 

The increased income t.x« rate, 
plus the excess profits tax riginal- 


ly intended to apply only to com- 
panies benefiting from ne onal de- 
fense orders), is proving a jitter dose 


to take for most film c .rporations 
because foreign busir cs is off badly. 
Film companies hav: been forced to 
write off special ‘ization re- 


serves or drastically «).er their amor- 
tization tables+ because of foreign | 
losses. ! | 

Jast how hard picture corporations | 
are hit by the new taxation was 
shown by Paramount's report for the 
third quarter. Earnings totaled $1,- 
944.000 after all charges and income 
tax but before retroactive adjust- 
ment based on the increased income 
tax rates and excess profits taxes. 
This called for an additional write- 
off of $218.000, leaving $1,726,000 net 
profit for the quarter. If Par earn- 











Frankensteined 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

One of the town’s top pro- 
ducers recently offered the sug- 
gestion that studio publicity 
heads band together to pass on 
material spouted on the radio 
and at dinners by spokesmen for 
the industry. Main idea was to 
censor copy that might put the 
film biz in a bad light through 
wrong utterance, or interpreta- 
tion thereof. 

His thought was not only carried 
out, but he was the first to feel 
the sting of committee's first de- 
cision. The head flacks ruled 
him off the air as not the one to 
speak for the industry in a re- 
cent charity drive. And it 
stuck. 








Barrymore On Loose 


Again, Keeps Press 
Lads, Photogs Hopping 





Hollywood, Dec. 3. 





| 
The Champ Comes Home 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 











Funny thing about war news. It’s 


that lemons were selling for a shill- 
ing apiece in London. As I write 
these lines a huge lemon tree throws 
its shadow across the portable and 
if any one has ever picked a lemon 
off of it, it’s news to me. Plenty of 


There is a lot of talent out here in 
the same predicament. Writers, 
actors, directors and kids trying to 


in the world. It all seems to be ter- 
ribly mixed up. Reminds me of & 
crack Nick Dandolas made. Nick says 
‘All the gamblers think I'm a sucker 
and all the suckers think I'm a 
gambler.’ That’s me. All the writers 
think I’m an actor and all the actors 





Derby bar the other evening. Wil- 
|liam Harrison Dempsey, the champ, 
| was playing a one-night stand at the 
|American Legion rn? the place 
looked like old home Dem; 

|}sey was the host and Arline Judge 
was standing in as the hostess. Jack 
said the first time his paw came to 
New York was just before the Firpo 
fight. The old man got off a train 
‘from Utah and looked like a pros- 





|pective purchaser of the Brooklyn | 


| Bridge. Some wise guy saw him in 
| the depot and cracked, ‘Hello Si.’ and 
|'the old man said, ‘I knew Harry 


'fruit laying on the ground, rotting. | 


bust into the most fascinating racket | 


think I’m a writer. Archie Mayo 
says I’m neither. 
We were all sitting around the 


| ‘ This seet 


EDR. No. 1 Cinema Star (Newsreels) 


In England, Says Par’s David Rose 





Khaki Huddling 





Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Murray Silverstone, operating 
head of United Artists, and 
Henry Henigson, general man- 
ager of Globe Productions, spent 
a day in San Diego huddling 
with James Roosevelt, Globe 
president, now doing Marine 
duty, about the development of 
the company’s picture, ‘Pot o’ 
Gold.’ 

Silverstone and James Mul- 
vey, representative of Sam Gold- 
wyn on the UA board, trained 
later for New York. 











Film Cowboys, Yode!rs 


| To Air Four-Hour ‘Siow 


For British War Kids 


Hollywood, Dec, 3. 


will go sagebrusher in 
ja big way ‘saturday night, Dec. 14, 
| when co lLoy and hillbilly thesps 
| unite in a jamboree to raise coin for 
| Britain’s, chiid victims of Nazi bomb- 
ing raids and, at the same time, pro- 
vide an evening’s entertainment for 
| the young war sufferers. Affair will 
| be broadcast around the world via 


John Barrymore, the Ancient Mar-' would send some one down to meet! live and transcribed programs, 


iner of Matrimonial Seas, is ashore 


me.’ That was what Dempsey’s paw | 
ings average $1,500,000 per quarter. | again, ready to shove off on another | called him, Harry, short for Harri- | Association for British War Chil- | 


the new taxes figure to trim around | eryise if he can find a perfect woman | son. 


$800,000 from the net for the present 
year. 

RKO showed $1,865,142 net earn- 
ings, but wound up with only $317,- | 
186 net profit for the first 


three | 
quarters th:; year after deducting 


as a shipmate. The skipper was 
stormy ttour with Elaine Barrie Bar- 
rymore, who was granted a divorce 
and plenty of salvage, which is com- 
plicated by various tides and eddies 


$1.328.374 for Federal faxes and de-| in the bankruptcy court. 


preciation. 
CBS Breakdewn 


Columbia Broadcasting 


down its financial statement for the | the final 


There was no tragedy in the wreck 
of the latest Barrymore romance. It 


broke | looked more like a happy ending on sharp-eyed 


night when the lovelorn 


| The champ told about the time he 


| beached in Superior Court after a!and Kearns bought the Barbara hote’ 


|in downtown Los Angeles. 
wanted the press to think the open- 
ing was plenty important so he wrote 
on the register Douglas Fairbanks, 
Mary Pickford, Gloria Swanson, 
Rudolph Valentino. He put Rudy 
and Gloria in the same room. A 
reporter spotted’ the 
names and took his photographer up- 


first three quarters to show $168,650 | husband sat at a front table in Earl! stairs and knocked on the door. A 
was deducted because of the 31% | Carroll’s and exposed his great pro- 


increase in the normal income tax | 
rate and $467,237 deducted because | 
of the excess profits tax. Where | 
$791,354 was deducted for Federal 
income taxes last vear for the same 
period, CBS deducted $961,818 more 
this year or $1,753,172. 

Radio Corp. of America slashed off 
$2,019,000 for Federal normal income 
taxes in the first three quarters this 
year, as compared with $881,300 in 
the first nine months of 1939. 

B. F. Keith earnings for the first 


89 weeks this year were nearly $280,- | 


000 lower than in 1939, but the com- 
pany set aside $66,835 as provision 
for income taxes this year, as against 
$33,960 in the preceding year. Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum report showed simi- 
Jar results, provision for income 


taxes increasing about $25,000, al- 
though earnings, before charges, 


were $400,000 below 1939. 
Although 20th-Fox showed an op- 
erating loss of $1,035,111 before all 


} 





charges were deducted, the company | 


rmllowed $40,500 Federal income 
taxes. Company ‘cok care of amor- 
tization changes and foreign losses 
by deducting $2,200,000 outright as 
special provision for foreign assets 
in its 39-week report. It was ex- 


plained that the purpose of this de- | 


duction (since the inclusion of this 
figure in current earnings would 
have given the company a profit of 
around $1.000,000) is to exclude from 


file to the glances of the glamour 
girls, even climbing on the stage and 
daring Cupid to shoot him at close 


| range. 


Ever since the parting of Caliban 
and Ariel it has been a field day for 
newspaper reporters and camera- 
men. Caliban has become the most 
accommodating interviewee in the 
history of Hollywood publicity. His 
motto is ‘anything for a laugh.’ 


ALBERT J. COHEN MADE 
PRODUCER AT REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Republic upped Albert J. Cohen, 
story chief, to a producer berth to 
fill the vacancy left by Sol C. Siegel, 
who shifted to a production post at 
Paramount. Maurice Hanline, Cohen’s 
aide, moves up as story head. 

Cohen played a double-header re- 
cently by producing ‘Who Killed 
Aunt Maggie?’ while filling his story 
job. On his schedule under the new 
arrangement are three _ features, 
‘Puddin’ Head,’ ‘Babes on Broadway’ 
and ‘Alibi at Midnight.’ 

‘Two Bad Angels’ is the first pic- 
ture to be produced by Siegel vun- 
der his new’ contract with Par 
Film is based on a story by William 
A. Ullman, Jr., and Arthur Landau 








current profits those earned during | - a 
the period in foreign currencies be- | 


cause not realizable in U. S. dollars, 


and consequently net available for | 
use in company operations in this 


country. 


; | 
Warner Bros. statement for fiscal Lou Ostrow checked in at 20th- 


Ostrow at 20th 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 


year ended Aug. 31 showed $838,000 Fox Monday for a producer berth. 


laid out for Federal income taxes as | 
compared with $687,000 in previous | ‘Tj’ 


hack However, new tilted regular 
ncome and defense taxes do not ap- 
ply on income in 12-month period 
just ended because fiscal vear began 
in 1939. Warners also shifted amor- 


tization of films costs so that this | 
now is on a basis of 80% for do-| 


mestic income and 20% for foreign 
income. Company had 
from 70-30% ratio to 75-25% in pre- 


vious fiscal year. Estimated that ap- 
ratio re- | 
sulted in $727,724 additional amorti- | 
charges for recently com- | 


plication of new 80-20% 


ration 
pleted company year. 
U’s System 

Universal’s last financial statement, 
eovering the first three quarters of 
the company’s fiscal year, came be- 
fore the Second Revenue Act was 
passed Consequently, earnings do 

(Contnued on page 59) 


changed | 


| 
| 


} 
| 


| 


He recently completed 


Vogue's | and 
Abner’ for RKO release and | 20th-Fox. 


gal in a silk kimona answered. In 


the background was a dark-haired | 
highball. | 


drinking a 
the flashlight. 


man 
went 


young 


Bang, There 


were a lot of explanations after and | 


Jack said it cost a few grand to hush 
it up. Kearns laughed it off as a 
good joke. 

Sic Grauman came in and ordered 


| 
| 


his customary drink, a stein of milk. | 


Sid told of the time he went to Chi- 
|eago to see Dempsey fight Tunney. 
|He had a suite at a big downtown 
| hotel. Two hoodlums busted in and 
tied him up and gagged him. Sid 
| thought it was Joe Schenck’s idea of 
a joke and refused to be frightened. 
|The gangsters couldn’t understand 
| why Grauman wasn’t impressed and 
| left disgusted. They took all of Sid’s 
Charvet ties though and Sid never 
| did get them back. 
| Joe Benjamin sat in and told about 
the trip he and Dempsey took to 


Europe back in 1923, Jack had never | 


| tasted caviar and when the waiter 
put a large glass bowl packed with 
Beluga on the _ table 
| finished it in no time and ducked out 
leaving Benjamin with a $90 check. 
| Joe paid but practiced up on his foot 
work from then on. 

Dempsey is a great guy and still as 
nervous as ever. He can’t sit still a 
minute and is always giving some 
one the hot foot. He saxs he is 
coming back to L. A. some dav to 
live. He will be a welcome addition 
out here. 


| ‘ 


Power Signed Off 


| 

} 

Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Tyrone Power was withdrawn 
from the cast of ‘The Great Ameri- 
can Broadcast’ and shifted to ‘Blood 
Sand,’ which rolls Jan. 16 at 





oo was at Metro for eight | Rouben Mamoulian directs Po. r 


years, 


| 


in the old Valentino starre*. 
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Kearns | 


Dempsey | 


| dren’s Relief, which is headed by 
| Ben Roscoe, manager of Roy Rogers, 
; and which has the endorsement of the 
British Ambassador to Washington. 
The show, which will originate from 
a Republic studio stage with more 
|than 290 riding actors and Ozark 
entertainers participating, goes out 
as a live broadcast over KFWB and 
the Canadian Broadcasting System. 
Because it does not get under way 
until 8 p.m. (PST), continuing until 
midnight the "J. S., outside of the 
Coast axca, '' he covered follow- 
ing dav by which will also be 
used fe rebre ast Sunday to the 
| British f.'cs, South America, Aus- 
tralja ar.) Sovih Africa. 

Rogers, Gene Autry, Tex Ritter, 
| Jack and Tim Holt, Buck Jones, Bill 
| Boyd and a dozen other top sage- 
| brusher names will lead bevies of 
screen beauties in ‘holdups’ of Holly- 
wood and Los Angeles _niteries, 
| which will be cut in on the radio 
program, 


M-G P.A. MINIMIZES 
GALLUP POLL ON B.0. 


Boston, Dec. 3. 

Art Schmidt, Metro publicity 
manager, in a talk to the Adver- 
tising Club of Boston declares that 
|the Gallup poll on film house at- 
tendance had been ‘carelessly and 
inaccurately interpreted.’ This mis- 
interpretation has caused undue con- 





mind, he said. 

‘An advertising publication re- 
cently attributed the supposed drop 
| in average weekly attendance from 
80,000,000 to 55,000,000 to the charac- 
|ter of motion picture 
Actually, there is no basis for com- 
parison of these two figures. The 
Gallup figure never pretended to be 
laverage attendance. It was a one 
| week report on a specific week in 
July. Based on season, one variation 
|in business and pictures available at 
that time, this figure is approxi- 
mately what the industry would ex- 
pect. The accuracy of the Gallup 
survey is not questioned, but in the 
|light of the business variation these 
figures would indicate an average 


and quite possibly in excess.” 


Ted Curtis Gets Year’s 
Leave for Air Duties 


Hollywoo., Dec. 3. 
Ted Curtis left for Washington on 
@ year’s leave of absence from his 
|post as vice-president of Eastman 
| Kodak Co., motion picture division, 
to report for duty in the U. S. Army 
alr service. During the first World 
War he was a major in the fiying 
corps. 
Plans call for an advisory capaci 
in Washington, 7 ne 











Back of the move is the Cowboy | 


cern in the trade and in the public | 


advertising. | 


weekly attendance over the year of | 
approximately the same as 1930— | 


o—_——___ ___- _ 


Despite repeated air-raids by Nazt 
bombers, picture shows are continu, 
ing operations, though with greatly 
diminished attendance in London 
and in most of England, according 
to David Rose, Paramount's manag. 
ing director in Great Britain. Rose 
arrived in N.Y. Friday (29) after. 
noon by boat which took 10 dayg 
in crossing. It is his annual visit 
to the home office. He planed out 
to the Coast last night (Tuesday) to 
spend the holidays with his family 
which he transferred from London 
when the German blitz started in 
earnest. 

Although 200 cinemas are shut- 
tered in the London area, there are 
around 1,600 still operating in 
Greater London, he said. Also a 
number have been closed in cities 
along the channel coast. The Lon- 
Ton area has been badly hit recently, 
resulting in revenue dropping down 
to 20-25% of * rmal there. Black- 
out now goes .zi effect around 5 
p.m., with few pecric zoing to the 
film houses after 5:30 altiioieh they 
| remain open until 9 o'clock 2 
cause part of the business decline in 
London has been overcome by an 
improvement in the Provinces, Rose 
said recent Paramount revenue in 
England was running 10% ahead of 
last year (more than half of this is 
frozen in Great Britain under gov- 
ernment regulations). 

Virtually all legit theatres are 
closed, two still open now giving 
|afternoon performances only. Res- 
| taurants and cafes are packed 
nightly because nearly all have un- 
| derground rooms as_ protection 
lagainst night raids, 

Govt. Gets the Bomb Bills 

Typical of how the British are 

|carrying on was his statement that 
| the ABC and Odeon circuits are run- 
|ning nearly all their theatres with 
|} only Gaumont-British closing down 
a number. The Astoria, Paramount 
|house at Brixton, suffered about 
| $6,000 damage when hit by a bomb, 
| but a bill for damages already has 
gone in to the government. The 
British government promises to foot 
the bill on damages done by bomb- 
ers, Rose explained. Paramount 
|owns its own exchange properties 
}and several theatres though seven 
presently are operated by Odeon cir- 
| cuit. 
President Roosevelt (appearing in 
'the newsreels) is the greatest Ameri- 
can star on England's screen today, 
Rose pointed out. Chief executive 
is loudly applauded and cheered on 
every appearance. 

The manner in which attendance 
|has held up at the picture theatres 
is astounding, he explained, saying 
| that the morale of the British peo- 
ple is terrific. In #tis mind, he said, 
i there is no chance of the British los- 
ing. Citing how the calm of the 
populace dispelled fears of bombing 
attacks, Rose said he had never been 
in an air-raid shelter during the 
year he’s been serving Par in Great 
Britain. 

Picture shows continue despite the 
air raids. The intensified attack on 
|London hurt at one time but in the 
| cities and smaller spots outside the 
greater metropolitan area, opera- 
tions are close to normal despite ac- 
tual attacks or nearby raids, and 
blackouts. 

‘I visited a town in Hampshire at 
night when you could hear the dis- 
tant roar of anti-aircraft guns and 
bomb blasts. Despite the complete 
blackout, I found the theatre which 
I attended packed. In other com- 
munities outside London I learned 
that they still go to picture shows 
despite air raids.’ 

He explained that the personnel 
of Parmount on the British’ Isles 18 
still active. Few have been called 
; to the colors and there have been no 
casualties. The company started to 
decentralize at the war's outset, but 
|shortly thereafter moved back to 
London, with only the accounting, 
sales and bookkecping divisions kept 
in the suburb after the Nazi blitz 
started. Paramount maintains of- 
fices in Wardour Street, London, de- 
spite all air attacks. 

Morale Continues Grand 

Indicative of the calmness which 
prevails in London presently, Rose 
“said he was reading a newspaper at 
Claridges—about 9:30 p.m. one night 
;when a bomb landed outside. It 
'smashed the glass windows but no- 
body even stopped dining or left the 
‘spot. On another night he remained 
lat the Savoy hotel rather than go to 
|an air-raid shelter. A bomb struck 








i second floor killing the other two 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Mich. Catholics Urged to Hit Film 


izs Pocket Nerve, the Boxoffice 
As Means to Combat ‘Pernicious’ Pix 





Detroit, Dec. 3. 

Greater pressure by the Legion of 
Decency, which is now urging 
extensive membership to stay away 
from all ‘Class B’ pictures, is rapidly 
springing up around the country. 
The powerful Michigan Catholic, 
weekly which circulates among the 


more than 500,000 of that faith here, | 


charges that Hollywood is up to its 
old tricks and unless curbed, more 
objectionable material and ‘worse 
pictures’ will follow. 


The action here, symptomatic of a | 


widespread national action, closely 
rollo on the strong protest regis- 
icved Nov. 16 by the Bishops’ 
Committee on Motion Pictures. 
Archbishovos and bishops urged all 
Catholics,  articularly parents, to 
‘renew th< vigilance against the 
pernicious influence of films which 
disregard the moral law and subvert 
the foundations of Christian society.’ 

The high ecclesiastics added that 
while much ground had been gained 
earlier, ‘it now becomes our duty to 


warn our people that some of the | 


good ground gained has been lost. 
Evidence is accumulating that there 
is a partial return to the practices 


against which the voice and author- 
ity of the Catholic Church in the 
United States vigorously protested 


in 1934.’ 

The statement called upon priests 
and the people to maintain and 
strengthen their diocesan organiza- 


tions of the Legion and to coordin- | 


ate them so that ‘a united front may 
stand firmly against films morally 
objectionable.’ 
Calling attention to the 
statement, the magazine added that 
(Continued on page 63) 


Doubted If Schenck, 
Skouras Cases Will 
Be Tried Before 1941 


Trial of Joseph M. Schenck, chair- 
man of the board of 20th-Fox, and 
Joe Moskowitz, his eastern represen- 
tative, on income tax charges was 
again postponed Monday (2) to Dec. 
9. Postponement was on agreement 
of both government and defense 
counsel, 

Government attorneys declare that 
it is doubtful that Schenck can 
tried before late January or early 
February. Harold H. Corbin, at- 
torney for the film executive, is tied 
up in the Howard C. Hopson mail 
fraud trial, which is not expected to 
end until January. Schenck will be 
tried before George Skouras, whose 
trial now tentatively set for Dec. 
16. The Skouras case will be post- 
poned week week, will 
Schenck’s, until both sides are ready 

Skouras is accused of having 
bribed f Judge Martin T 
Manton by paying him $30,000, there- 
by securing $1,500,000 of assets of 
Fox Theatres Corp. 


bishops’ 





0 


be 


as 


1s 


to as 


ormer 


Despite rumors of settlement in| 
each case, government attorneys in- 
Sict ot . : j 
Sist both suits will be tried, and 


point out that since both are crim- 
inal indictments, the U. S. could not 
accept a settlement 


+ 


its | 
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' ‘Tonight’ Is Hecht’s 


| ' 
| Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

| Ben Hecht, who sometimes pro- 
duces and directs pictures, was 
'signed to script “Tonight Is Ours,’ 
{nee ‘Ballerina,’ to be produced by 
Gregory Ratoff for Columbia re- 


lease, 
Loretta Young is slated for the top 
' spot. 


Will Havs’ New 
Contract May 
Come Up Dec. 11 





Will Hays has not signatured any 
long-term pact to continue as head 
of the Motion Picture Producers & 


| Distributors Assn. Action on his 
|present five-year contract expiring 
|March 15, 1941 may be taken when 


'MPPDA directors meet in New 
| York Dec. 11. 
There has been no regular full 


session of Hays office directors since 
September, and no place in the min- 


ence been made to a new Hays con- 
tract consideration of a 
new five-year pact for the 
present if done, has been 
strictly on an informal basis. 

Also there has been no 
that Havs is willing to take 


Directors’ 
three 
head, 


Oo! 


Ol 
inkling 
any fur- 


ither salary cut, im view of what was 
lreported to be a 20% slash of his 
povmede stipend in October, 1939. 
This is reported to have brought 
his salary and expenses down to 
around $160,000 per vear. Hays is 


more than 
; claim 


independently wealthy, is 


60 years old, and his associate: 


he feels he has earned the right to | 





retire after 19 consecutive years 
heading the MPPDA. He owns 
property and a home in Indiana and 
has expressed a jesire to rest for 
several yea 
Hays East 
Holly wood Dec. 3. 

Will Hays N out tomorrow 
(Wednesday) fo New York after 
spending three weeks here on pic- 
ture cleanup and enforcement of the 
purity code. D k early in Feb- 
ruary 

. 

Jock Whitney's S.A. Talk 

} 
Holivwood, Dec. 3. 

Ha office today (Tuesd iy) calle 
a special meet # fo. ] lay in- 

it ( f i he of 
Gull lk I J n H \ 
(Jock) Whitney on the South Amer1- 
ean situation as it pertains to films 

W hitne is good 1 ambassador 
for tl United State in Latin 
Ame 


Arnow at Col. 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 


Max 


: in either, even 
if it wanted to, but could recom- | 
mend leniency to the judge. After 


that it would depend on whatever 
the court decides to do. Both main- 


fain innocence of any wilful 
wrong doing, 


BLUMBERG, SCULLY’S 


COAST U. POWWOWS 





: Hollywoed, Dee. 3 
Nate Blumberg, Universal pres 
dent, has arrived for three weeks vf 
StUGIO confabs. 

Py the arrival of William Scully, 
Coy Will huddle with Cliff Work 
— Matty Fox, studio execs, on the 
‘“W lineup of pictures. 


es manager, the end of the week. | 


Max Arnow is joining the Colum- 
| bia executive staff as aide to Harry 
Cohn and Sam Briskin, taking over 
the dovti Rufus LeMaire, re- 
signed, 

He has bee 
Screen Guild Ak 


| FARROW’S DUTIES 
Montreal, Dec. 
Reported that Lt. John Farrow, 
former Hofly wood film director, who 
has held down desk job in Ottawa 
'as Comptroller of Naval Information, 
may be leaving for a naval training 
station on the Eastern Canadian sea- 


| 


booking talent on the 
tors’ airshow. 





9 
vw. 


board. 

Farrow may also assume se€a-going 
‘duty. 

7 


’’ 
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utes of any meetings has any refer- | 


REVE RoAL 


| 


SUL B 





UI 


Defense Coin Spending 
Will Be Felt—Production 
Economy Another Factor 


a 


STEADIER WAGES 





Reversing the usual early in the 
| year dip when theatre business lags, 
| the picture industry during the first 
haif of 1941 anticipates the 
properous period enjoyed since the 
1937 upbeat. Part of this improve- 
ment is being reflected in final quar- 
ter statements for the present year 
but customary year-end writeoffs 
will curtail any big spurt until the 
first two months of 1941. 

Two factors are being counted on 
to produce this first-half year pros- 
perity: 

(1) The first actual, full effect of 
national defense coin spending, be- 
ing felt not only in areas directly 
related to defense and military or- 
ders but elsewhere, and 

(2) Benefits of trims at various 


year or late in 1939, are expected to 
be mirrored in company revenues of 
the initial 1941 quarter and in the 
following three or four months. 





and other material needed in de- 
| veloping a vast U. S. defense ma- 
chine have been let over the last 


|} expenditures is not expected to show 


up at theatre boxoffices until the 
initial months of next year. Just 


most | 


picture studios, instaTled early this | 


Although contracts for munitions | 


+ 





First Full Effect of National | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
' 


| 
| 
| 








| 


few months, the result of the upped | 


how extensive the import of this ad- | 


ditional spending 
dicated by 
buying meant 
Brooklyn and 
this summer. 


in- 
war 
as 


early 


amounts to is 
what earlier Allied 
to such areas 
Detroit s 


This is fi 


nce 


UA Cutting Down to 15 ‘Quality Pix’ 


For 41-42: Silverstone Stresses New 


Sales Setup, Goldwyn Peace, Etc. 





Not So ‘Lousy’ B.O. 





Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 

Ray S. Hanson, owner of the 
Fox, Fertile, Minn., near here, 
says he broke the house record 
on Bank Night last week when 
he advertised on his marquee: 
‘See a Lousy Show and Win $70.’ 
Film was ‘Windjammer.’ 

Asserts he’s now convinced 
that candor and honesty are the 
best policy. 








the shooting program 
five 
‘Billy 
and ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
in 
Girl,’ ‘Men of Boys Town,’ ‘Bad Man’ 


20TH HAS OVER 


507 FOR 40-1 
FINISHED 


Hollywood, Déc. 3. 
Twentieth-Fox is well ahead of its 





1940-41 production schedule, with 28 
of 
pleted, seven in work here and four 
others being turned out in England. 
Only 13 pictures remain to be made. 


its 52 promised features com- 


Metro has four top-budgeters on 
for 
in the 


‘A Woman's 


next 
Dust,’ 
Face’ 
Now 
‘Ziegfeld 


the 
weeks: ‘Blossoms 
the Kid,’ 
*Mr. 


work are Co-Ed,’ 


and ‘Four Cents a Word.’ 


igured a drop | 


Madame LaZonga,’ Dec, 5, 


in the bucket compared wtih the | 
billions going into the U. S. defense 
program and outfitting the conscrip- | 
|} tion army. 

| While no great amount of re- 
employment is counted on imme- 
diately from this defense spending, 


it will show up later. In the imme- 
diate future, steadier employment, 
replacement for draftees, overtime 
and higher wages are counted on to | 
bulge the boxoffice take. 

On the past-established economy 
score, it wi'l be recalled that 
virtually eve fi company set its 
operating pro household in 
order in line 1 reduced foreign 
returns about a year ago. In some 
cases, actual production tr ere 
delayed until ea pring of the 
present yeal Bu either case, 
these economies are not showing up 
until the present time or won't to 


{& 


‘ , 10 
mntinuead On page 10) 


Universal rolls three new pictures 


within seven days, beginning today 
(Tues.) with ‘Mysterious Dr. H.’ 
Others are ‘Six Lessons From 


and ‘Buck 


Dec. 


RATHVON, PARSONS’ 
RKO STUDIO LOOK-IN 


Hollywood, Dec. 3 
N. Peter Rathvon John E 
Parsons, of the RKO directorate, are 
here to confer with president 


Privates, 9. 


and 


George 


J. Schaefer and get a first-hand 
lant on what goes on at the studio 
tathvon represents the Floyd Od 
lum interest on the board and is 
chairman of the finance com: ee 
Parsons handles the Rockefelle: 


terests on the board. 


‘Warner Bros. Taking Another Flier 


In Musicals, Swept Along With Tide 


2 ) ? 

T) n 

VEX y the Ho i 
here to stay ior a while 1s 
home by the fact that Warne is 
about to take another dip into the 
musical sea. With ‘Sally’ now being 
readied in the lot’s writing mill for 
another remake, the Burbank crew 


‘is scanning its story files for addi- 


Criy 
Ui 


{tional vehicles suitable a spin in 
| the song grove. 
Outfit, which 
| manufacturer of cleffers in 


became the No. 1 


the early 


days of the talker era, and which 
continued to grind them out long 
after other major companies had 


poison, 
things 


experi- 


abandoned them as_ b.o 
finally gave up the ghost on 
musical after its rather sad 


ence with ‘Gold Diggers in Paris’ in 
the spring of 1938. They relented a 
ibit for ‘On Your Toes’ but its poor 
‘showing at the wickets convinced 


| liam 
head the cast for ‘Sally,’ which is 


ne powe!l a T f r ) ( 
thballed for a spe 
When Warners’ toppers ed 
the 1940-41 production announce- 
nent, they were unanimous in thelr 
verdict against musicals, even 


though other plants were confi- 
dently spotting a considerable num- 
ber of them on their respective 
skeds. Reason for the sudden change 
is understood to be an exhibitor de- 
mand that the Burbankers take heed 
of the new uptrend of the songies 
Joan Leslie, Priscilla Lane, Wil- 
Orr and Dennis Morgan will 


slated to reach the cameras in Janu- 
ary. Meanwhile, a 
said to have gone 


order 1S 


War- 


stop 
out from 


ners’ front office blocking any fur- 
ther sales of musical properties un- 
til the production chiefs have had a 


chance to study the list. 


‘ 
Companys 


has been selling this brand of yarns 


of late, Herbert Wilcox and RKO 
having taken over rights to both 
‘Irene’ and ‘No, No, Nanette.’ 


+ 


ili- 





United Artists will cut down to 
about 15 the number of pictures it 
will distribute in 1941-42, despite the 
fact negotiations are currently in 
progress with at least four additional 
producers, chieftain Murray Silver- 
stone declared yesterday (Tuesday }. 
He also stated at a press conference 


| marking his return from three weeks 


on the Coast: 

1, Relations between UA and 
Samuel Goldwyn are ‘improving’ 
and that peace very soon is not un- 


| likely. 


2. Terms on ‘The Great Dictator’ 
after present contracts have played 
out will be 50% and raised admis- 


sions will be ‘discouraged.’ 


3. UA sales policy under the con- 


| sent decree will be worked out at 


a confab on the Coast shortly after 
the first of the year among Silver- 
stone, salesmanager Arthur Kelly 
and UA’s producers. Choice hangs 
between selling the pictures indi- 
vidually after they have been trade- 


|shown or continuing to sell in ad- 


vance as at present. 
4. United Artists is not a party to 
ithe decree ‘and never will be,’ al- 
though it probably will be a ‘great 
thing for the industry.’ 
‘n reducing pictures it 


will dis- 


| tribute to 15, UA will be cutting by 


at least seven the number 
slate for this searcon. 
stone said, is that he 


on its 
Reason, Silver- 
feels that under 


the consent decre: roducers and 
the company—as wel! es all other 
companies—will profit re by a 


(Continued on pase 63) 





Posen Scores in His 
Piaint vs. Universal 
Setup; Exam. Officers 


Samuel I, Posen, Universal direc 


tor, scored almost a complete suc- 
cess in his first major battle against 
Universal Pictures Co., in connection 


with his stockholder suit against the 
company. Justice Charles. B. Mc- 
Laughlin in the N.Y. supreme court 
Thursday (28) ordered the examina- 
tion before trial of V 
Armsby, Daniel C. Collins, J 
ver Cowdin, Preston Davie, 
Brown Ottavio Prochet, 
(Continued on page 58) 


George 


PALM SPRINGS GETS 


“\orida will be given the go-by by 
man film executives this winter, 
fing to present. indications 
ie  ¢ ee ft it is the », | 
le! US TOG meas ywwd 
I ba f the exodus to Ca 
for jut actually an aadea 
entive to d Palr Bea { 
Pa 5} I the urge to be ea 
the pro tion centre tI eason 
Desert resort l a fev rs by 
ito or { ij LO riollyw oa 
Among those p ing to spend the 
early winter vacation (January ot 
February) at Palm Springs are Bar- 


ney Balaban, Leo Spitz, the Warne! 
brothers, Stanton Griffis, Nick 
Schenck and N. L. Nathanson, Oth- 
ers likely will join the list because 
they want to be nearby if anything 
goes askew on the producing end, 
rated more important than usual 
with foreign market returns dwin- 
dling. 


Moore 20th Story Aide 


Hollywood, Dec. 3 
yuis Moore moved in 
story editor under Julian John- 
son at 20th-Fox, shifting over from 
his istant to associate 
producer Kenneth Macgowan. 


Len Hammond fell heir Moore's 
Forme Cilguie 
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FINES LEVIED AGAINST DISTRIBUTORS 
TO APPLY 10 COST OF ARBITRATION 


On Consent Decree Violations, Distribs May Be 


Penalized Up to $500 Per Case—Joseph H, Hazen 


on Budget Committee 


‘U. Directors Meet Thurs.; 





With arbitration boards under the 
consent decree having the power to 


fine distributors up to $500 for abuses | 


which, in its discretion warrant a 
penalty, the cost of maintaing the 
system to be borne by five of the 
distributors may fluctuate consider- 


ably, depending on where the fines | 
According to American | 


are levied. 
Arbitration Association sources, the 
budget of $545,000 set up to handle 


the machinery will be the beneficiary | 


of any penalties imposed, with the 
money to be applied to the budget. 

If it is felt by a local arbitration 
board, of which there will be 31, 
that a distributor has flagrantly vio- 
lated any of the provisions of the 
consent decree or engaged in pres- 
sure methods over a period of time 
which in the judgment of the arbi- 
ters calls for penalizing those guilty, 
the fines may be set and immediately 
collectible. This concerns collusion 
as well as other practices, including 
forcing of shorts or other side deals 
contingent upon continuance of busi- 
ness relations with a customer, any 


violations on the sale of films in | 


blocks of five, etc. 

Relief in no cases monetarily will 
go to exhibitors. The money col- 
lected on the fines from the distribu- 


tors who are party to the consent de- | 


cree—Metro, Paramount, RKO, 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros.—also will in 
no way lessen the burden of the ex- 
hibitor in latter’s use of the arbi- 
tration boards. 

Strictly for Overhead 


Budget of $490,000 for the 31 local 
boards and $55,000 for the appeals 
council, is strictly for the upkeep of 
the various offices, rent, salaries of 
managers, clerks, etc. When a com- 


plaint is filed, the fee covering that | 


of $10 is borne by the loser, whether 
distributor or exhibitor, but the full 


Newbury, president of the Allied 
Theatre Owners of New Jersey. 

In assuring the AAA that it will 
‘assist in any way possible,’ Myers, 
however, pointed out that this did 
not ‘imply approval of all the provi- 
‘sions of the decree.’ 

AAA Setup for Film Biz 


At a meeting last week called by 
Lucius R, Eastman, chairman of the 
board of the American Arbitration 
Assn., a committee was set up to act 
in an administrative capacity under 
{the arbitration system that will pre- 





Of People and Places — 


By THE SKIRT 
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Best dressed woman of the week: 
GRACE HARTMAN 
Loew’s State 











a 
Having and Providing Fun 





Statement Due Later 


Although Universal directors will | 
meet in regular session tomorrow | 
(Thursday), it seems doubtful if the | 


annual earnings statement will be | 





ready for release after the meeting. 


| 


holding up completion of year's | 


vail for the picture industry. Similar 


| committees are in existence in the 
AAA over other industries which 
handle their disputes through the 
association. 

Paul Felix Warburg, banker and 


| $2,000,000 


| partner in the large brokerage firm | 


|of J. S. Bache & Co., was named 
| chairman of the administrative group 
|for films. He is the son of the late 
| Felix Warburg, a senior partner for 
|}many years in Kuhn, Loeb & Co., 
| which was actively connected with 
| Paramount through financing. 
Hermann Irion, general mariager 
of Steinway & Sons, piano manu- 
facturers, and Evan E. Young,.v.p. of 
| Pan-American Airways, were chosen 
as vice-chairmen of the administra- 


clude Sylvan Gotshal of the law firm 


of, Weil, Gotshal & Manges; P. M. 
Haight, secretary-treasurer of the 
International General Electric Co.; 


| S. D. Leidesdorf, treasurer fo the Mer- 
chants Assn. of New York City and 
Wesley A. Sturges, professor of law 
at Yale University and former head 
of the Distilled Spirits Institute. 
|Frances Kellor, first vice-president 
of the AAA, was chosen as execu- 
tive member representing the AAA. 
| The administrative body will first 
| direct the organization of the arbitra- 


tion committee. Others appointed in- | 


Statement covers the fiscal year end- 
ing last October, but delay in getting 
reports from foreign accounts 1S | 


financial summary. U showed around 
$1,771,800 for the first three quarters | 
after substantial writeoffs for for- 
eign reserve amortization but may | 
show slightly less than $2,000,000 for | 
the full year because of heavier than | 
usual year-end writeoffs. 

During a Washington hearing on 
the defense tax bill several months 
ago, J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman, 
estimated the full year earnings at 
but it’s understood this 
figure has been revised downward 
since then. 

Universal's recapitalization plan, 
which has been under consideration 
for some time, will not be acted on 
at this session tomorrow because ex- 
ecutives do not believe world mar- 
ket conditions justify any shifts at 
the present time. Biggest problem 
up for consideration in the corporate 
simplification is that of taking care | 
of the presently listed preferred, on | 
which large amounts are due in back | 
dividends. 


WB’S DISRAELI PIC SET | 
FOR WORLD DISTRIB 


‘An Empire Was Built,” which 
promises to be the most expensive 
feature Warner Bros. ever made in 
England for the British quota, has 
gone into its final phase of produc- 
tion. Picture should be ready for 
distribution sometime this month, | 
and appears assured of world-wide | 
circulation. Present indications are | 





| green, one-piece dress, having a black belt. 


cost of the hearing, with arbiters at | tion system that will be set up for 


up to $50 a day, is to be paid 50-50 
by the two parties and pro-rata if 
more than two are involved. All 
filing fees will go toward mainte- 
nance of the offices. 

It is believed .hat if many fines 
are levied during the first year of 
the consent decree, the budget for | 
the second, now standing at $465,000, 
plus the $55,000 for the appeals group | 
of three, may be substantially re- 
duced. The first year’s budget, which 
is larger, may also be credited with 
a substantial amount, this depend- 
ing entirely, of course, on whether 
there are many violations and just 
how tough the arbitrators are in 
imposing fines, 

Pending any 
figures are 


penalties, however, 
being gathered from 
Meiro, Par, 20th, RKO and WB to 
determine what percentage of the 
$545,000 each is to pay. When this 
is determined in relation to the gross 
rentals business of each for the year 
Aug. 1, 1939, to Aug. 1 last, the sum 


will be payable, any fines going into | 


the fund later on to act as a credit 
on the whole amount. 
Budget Committee 


A budget committee of three men 
has been set up, which will have au- 
thority over this phase of the opera- 
tion of arbitration under the decree. 
It is to consist of Joseph H. Hazen, 
Warner Bros. attorney, who will rep- 
resent the distributors; P. M. Haight, 
secretary-treasurer of the Interna- 
tional General Electric Co., who is 
a member of the administrative com- 
mittee organized under the consent 
for tMe film industry, and Judge Van 
Vechten Veeder, chairman of the 
film appeals board. 

Lucius R. Eastman, chairman of 
the board of directors of the AAA, 


will serve as alternate member of | 


the budget committee. 

The gross rentals of the distribu- 
tors for the 1939-40 year ended last 
Aug. 1 will be turned over to Fed- 
eral Judge Henry W. Goddard, but 
under an agreement with the dis- 
tributors will not be made public. 
Percentage of cost to the whole of 
the $545,000 each will bear will be 
divulged, however, when set. 


Two offers of exhibitor organiza- | 


tions to cooperate in connection with 
arbitration machinery and function- 
ins of the system, have been re- 
ceived by the AAA. One is from 
the Allied States Assn., in a letter 
signed by Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel, while the other is from Lee 


the picture industry, also having full 
powers over regulations, mainte- 
nance and administration for the 
system. Operation of the arbitration | 
tribunals themselves will be super- 
vised by J. Noble Braden, now on a 
tour of the country opening local 
offices, hiring managers, other help. 
etc. 


At the same meeting last week 
when appointments under arbitra- 
tion were made, C. V. Whitney, 


sportsman and chairman of the board 





of* Pan-American Airways, was 
elected president of the AAA. He}! 
succeeds Franklin E. Parker, Jr., 


prominent attorney, who remains 
with the AAA, however, as chairman 
of the arbitration committee which 
will have the deciding voice in 
selection of panels of arbiters for the 
film boards. 


JULES LEVEY’S ‘BUTCH’ 
TO PRECEDE “HELLZ’ 


Jules Levey, whose maiden effort 








for Universal release was ‘Boys From | 
will leave for the Coast | 


Syracuse,’ 
shortly after the first of the year to 
start production on ‘Butch Mind: 
the Baby,’ a Damon Runyon story 
Leonard Spiegelgass, who did the 
adaptation on ‘Syracuse,’ was in New 
York two weeks ago conferring with 
Levey and Runyon on the yarn. He 
has already completed the adapta- 
tion but Levey states he has not 
lined up any members of the cast as 


yet. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ will probably go 
into production next summer, ac- 


cording to Levey, to follow ‘Butch.’ 
Former general sales manager for 
| RKO, Levey’s ‘Boys From Syracuse’ 


has played more than 6,500 engage- | 


ments so far, with an ultimate total 
|of 10,000 contracts or close to that 
estimated for it. 
,most of the deals himself. 








Platters Go Boom 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
| Illness of Ailan Jones and the con- 
sequent substitution of Phil Regan as 


\the singing lead in ‘Las Vegas Nights’ | 


‘caused Paramount to scrap all the 


songs recorded by Jones before he | 


retired from the cast. 
Recordings are said to be covered 


by insurance, 


Levev has made 


that the film, made as a triple-credit 
feature, will have cost nearly $750,- 
000 

Picture deals with Benjamin Dis- 
raeli as British prime minister. John | 
Gielgud is playing the Disraeli role. 
Diana Wynward, Will Fyffe and Pa- | 
mela Standish also are featured. 


‘ed Hic Air | 


Says U Swiped His Air 
Bit for Pic, Wants 756 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Norman Archambeault Rose, radio 
writer, filed a plagiarism suit with 
a new angle in U. S. District court, 
asking damages of $75,000. Action 
involves the Universal film, ‘Zanzi- | 
bar,’ and a commentary written by 
Rose for a radio series, the Globe 
Trotter, over KECA, 

Complainant charges the 
studio made use of an original and 
fictional twist of an historieal fact 
which he had developed for the air 
program. 


| 
| 


| 


| ecules 
DeMille’s ‘Reap’ in Tint 


. Hollywood, Dec. 3 
Cecil B. DeMille’s next Paramount 


production, ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ a | 


tale of tropical seas, will be filmed in 
Technicolor. 

Shooting schedule call: 
under-water sequences 
ida coast. 


for 
off 


several 
the 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Dec. 3 

Eleanor Stewart inked player con- 
| tract at Farsamou 

20th-Fox s:fned Jcha Loder. 
. Edmund O’Srien signed to an act- 
ing ticket at RKO. 
I 
|! player contract. 

Hugh Herbert signed five-year pact 
| with Universal. 

Metro handed a minor contract to 
| Dolly Loehr, pianist. 
Horace McNally inked a player 
| deal with Metro. 

Red Skelton drew a player ticket 
at Metro. 

20th-Fox 
as a 


igned the Nicholas Bros 


dancing team. 


film 


Flor- | 


; veiiywood, bee. , | EXAMINATION IN SUIT 


; Universal renewed Lewis Howard's | 


Loew's State has Van Alexander and his boys on stage this week. 
boys are in the regulation tux while Alexander is sporting dark blue Pn 
sers and beige tux. The Hartmans are, as ever, tops. They do a Conga 
different from anything seen up to the present. The nice thing about thig 
act is the tremendous fun they seem to be having themselves. Grace Harts 
man is wearing a very good-looking frock consisting of a full skirt of 
white chiffon with the bodice of lame. The decolletage of the bodice ; 
cut round in front and square in back. The hair has a small bunch of 
purple flowers on the slight pompadour. Edna Janis does her taps jn 
long divided skirt of white with blue lace panels. A wide belt is also 0 
the blue lace. She wears also silver slippers. Cross and Dunn are theiy 
amusing ‘selves, and Bobbie Preston, a very young blond boy, has an une 
usually deep baritone voice. 





New Seats and Play at Hudson 
‘Fledgling,’ a play by Eleanor Chilton and Philip Lewis at the Hudson 
Theatre, deals with religion, non-believers, and mercy killings and makeg 
for a gloomy evening in spite of the glittering performance of a youn 


‘actress named Sylvia Weld, who shows much promise. In mannerisms she 


is not unlike Katharine Hepburn. In the first act Miss.Weld wears a bright 
A large brim hat is of the 
same coloring, also a small bonnet affair. Second act finds her in a pink 
garden frock covered by a blue and white checkered apron. She is dully 


| dressed in the finale in a tan raincoat over a black dress. Norma Chambers 
. , , 

| the wife, wears a russet-colored frock and her next appearance in a whee] 

| chair has her in white bed jacket. Lora Baxter doesn’t look so well in a bad 


first-act costume. A black tailored suit and off-the-face hat are badly 
made. Miss Baxter looks better in the last act wearing a chiffon dinner 
dress of a bluish grey with coral revers and wide back panel of the same 
shade. 

Hudson has been dressed up with new bouncing seats of a reddish shade 
with draperies matching. The audience was very ultra to welcome Ralph 
Morgan back from Hollywood. Too bad he has such a disagreeable role, 


Out-Dreams Elsa Maxwell 

Maurice Chevalier is in a French picture at the 55th Street theatre 
called ‘The Man of the Hour’ (“L’'Homme Du Jour’), directed by Julien 
Duvivier. It is a clickeroo for Chevalier. Looking younger and in very 
good voice this attractive Frenchman stars in an interesting story in which 
much pains are taken in scenes. Elvire Popesco, a good looking blonde, 
shows a beautiful wardrobe, and gives a dinner party beyond even Elsa 
Maxwell's imagination. Her guests are sitting around in a wide circlé 
when up from the floor comes a perfectly appointed dinner service. In 
the background is a curtain of falling rain. Special attention should be 
given to a middle-aged actress named Marcelle Geniat. Here is talent. 

Ice Water on ‘Kiss of Fire’ 

The Little Carnegie theatre is showing a film called “The Kiss of Fir 
Although the language is French, the locale is Naples. It is a simple ta 
that tries to be very naughty but succeeds in being aull. 

Viviane Romance, a brunette, is a poor imitation of Merle Oberon. Sh@ 
floats through the film badly dressed and shows a figure pretty heavy for 
a film star. For the most part she is shabby in a tailored suit and ong 
negligee and a sleeveless white dress. Mirielle Balin, a young girl with 
an almost expressionless face, is the head waitress in a restaurant and 
wears simple print dresses, and one wedding gown trimmed profusely w ith 
gardenias with net veil. 

Tino Rossi, with a fair voice, is the hero. Michel Simon is ugly enough 
to do character parts had he been in a film worth while. Hakim Bros. are 
credited with this opus but they will have to do better if they want ar 
American audience, 


‘Dulcy’ Is Lukewarmish 
‘Dulcy’ at the Criterion theatre fails to please. 
story up to date, but it fails. Ann Sothern does Dulcy with her tongue in 
her cheek. Teaming Miss Sothern and Billie Burke in this film has Mis§ 
Burke playing straight. Miss Burke could have played Dulcy herself, ag 
it is this type of role she has played all her picture career. If you liké 
motorboating the shots «‘! ihe fast boat will be the high light of the picture. 
As for dressing pic se< to be a little over-dressed. Miss Sothern, for § 
barbecue in which she the cooking, is fussily dressed in a fluffy sum 
mer frock, long and fril! immed. A redingote of a plain material 
made over a striped dress|) A e suit has a square yoke of black velvet, 
Three huge rings decorated the at. Hats are all small and becoming. 
Miss Burke is mostly in cloth s¥ortwaist dresses. 


Studio tried to bring the 


«aiOe 


Bridgs ?Y ayers, Attention! 

A hand in bridge held by the Skirt the other night: Ace, king, queen of 
spades; ace, king, queen of hearts; ace, king, five of clubs; ace, queen, jack, 
five of diamonds. Partner held king five times diamonds. Made grand 
slam in no trump, then fainted. 


(Abe Lyman’s Tapioca Pudding) 

This makes six portions: One quart milk, five ounces tapioca, pinch salt, 
yolks of three eggs, six ounces sugar, two cups whipped cream Boil the 
milk with pinch of salt and tapioca. Do not cook more than three minutes. 
Remove from fire. Mix yolks of eggs with sugar and add to tapioca. Let 
When cold add whipped cream and add vanilla and a little nutmeé. 


Sisk’s ‘Those 3 Boys’ HEYMANN MUST STAND 


| Their Favorite Recipes: 
| 


cool, 


Robert Sisk is slated as producer 
of the next Ginger Rogers feature, | 
|‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ at RKO,! 
| Starting Jan. 2. 

Garson Kanin directs, from script 
by Paul Jarrico. 


Andre R. Heymann and his wife, 
Gerry Heymann, were ordered to 
submit to an examination before trial 
in N. Y. supreme court by Justice 
Isidor Wasservogel, in connection 
with Harry Silverstein’s suit agains 
them, French Cinema Centre, Inc. 
and French Film Import Co., Int 
of which Heymann is president. : 

Silverstein claims to have lent 
French Cinema $1,500 in February, 
1939, and was to have received 
of the net or ‘Harvest.’ : 

In the action he claims that Hey” 
mann wasted money, drew excessiv" 
salaries, formed French Import - 
December, 1939, and transferred t 
assets of French Cinema to it, aM 
that French Cinema is now insolven 
Relief sought is appointment of ’ 
receiver, damages, and the returp o 
plaintiff's investment. 








LUM AND ABNER'S 2ND PIC 
| Kansas City, Dec. 3. 
| Following a week as headliners of 
the Tower, Lum and Abner, the 
|radio team, folded their vaude-p.a. 
| tour to return to Hollywood. They 
begin work Dec. 15 on their second 
| picture for Voco Productions, the | 
| Producing company of Jack Votion. 
Like their current release, ‘Dreaming 
|; Out Loud,’ the second film will be 
released through RKO. 

While here the team (Chester 
| Lauck and Norris Goff) put the fin- 


} ishing touches on script for the film. 
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H'WOOD’S ‘KEEP IT CLEAN 





Wehrenbers’s Anti-Trust Threats 


Vs, F&M, St. Loo, Over Clearance 





+ 
. 4 








St. Louis, Dec. 3. 
Threats of instituting anti-trust 
guits against Fanchon & Marco’s in- 
terests in St. Louis, the St. Louis 
Amusement Co., motion picture pro- 
ducers, distributors and individuals 


were made yesterday by Fred H. 
Wehrenberg, president of MPTOA of 
Eastern Missouri and Southern Illi- 
noigs and owner of a chain of nabes 
in St. Louis and St. Louis County. 
Wehrenberg is boiling over because 
he asserts producers and distribu- 
tors have granted the Granada, one 
of the St. Louis Amusement Co. 
nabes, an extension of their clear- 
ance from 14-21 days over indie 
houses in south St, Louis. He said 
the extension does not apply to other 
St. Louis Amusement Co. theatres. 
He charges that while his Melba, 
Cinderella and Michigan may not 
screen a picture until 21 days after 
it has been shown at the Granada, 
the same rule is not applied tu other 
St. Louis Amusement nabes. 
Wehrenberg said he and his attor- 
nevs have twice called on local film 
exchange managers to voice his com- 
plaints and he has also written 
heads of film companies. He said he 
has discussed the situation with 
Harry C. Arthur, v.-p. and g.m. of 


F & M's interests here and was told | 
that Arthur was unaware that any 


(Continued on page 17) 


POLICING THE 
DECREE; D. J. 
SETUP 





Washington, Dee. 3. 
Very simple machinery will be set 
to in the Justice Department to 
tide herd on the majors who ac- 
cepted the consent decree, but noth- 


Universal Term-Pacts 


Leonard Elliott, legit and nitery 
performer, has been signed by Uni- 
versal to a standard six month term 
pact with the usual renewable op- 
tions. He trains to the Coast Friday 
(6) and will probably make his 
initial film appearance in the next 
picture directed by Henry Koster. 

Long plugged to production execs 
by eastern talent chief Larney 
Goodkind as a picture possibility, 
Elliott was signed by Koster and 
Dan Kelley, U talent head, during 
their recent visit to New York after 
Goodkind took Koster to a private 
party at which Elliott entertained. 

Elliott was in ‘Family Portrait’ last 
season and has been in a number of 
other shows during the past 10 years. 
He also was recently at Cafe So- 
ciety, N. Y., and before that at the 
Versailles and Cocoanut Grove, as 
well as at niteries in Chicago. 


U AND UA TO SUPPORT 
COL.’S DISMISSAL PLEA 


It has 
Universal 











been learned that either 
or United Artists, and 
| quite possibly both, will actively 
| support Columbia tomorrow (Thurs.) 
when the film company will ask 
Federal Judge Henry Warren God- 

ard in N. Y. to dismiss the newly 
amended complaint against it by the 
| Department of Justice. 

Columbia had been playing a lone 
| wolf in its battle, with the balance 
of the little three remaining aloof, 
but recently these companies have 
been reconsidering their stand, and 
| fe preparing to fight with Colum- 
| bia. 





Spyros Skouras Thinks 


Decree of Great Value 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 





ing of importance in the way of 


keeping an eye on the defendants | 


is likely to be done for several 
months 

Because of the shortage of man- 
power and the belief the clerical 
work will be slim, 
Division probably will turn over to 
one lawyer the job of acting on 
complaints and checking the month- 
ly reports required concerning the- 
atre ownership. Individual has not 
been picked, but best guess is it will 
be Robert L. Wright, who did con- 
Siderable pick-and-shovel work in 
preparing the complaint and work- 
ing out the compromise. 

In time, it is probable the D. of 
J. will attempt to obtain independ- 
ent information concerning the ef- 
fect of the five-picture-package dis- 
tribution scheme on both exhibitors 
and distributors, but in view of the 
decree provisions this is far in the 
future. Even that activ ity is nct ex- 
pected to require any additional per- 
sonnel, since economists and investi- 
gators already assigned to the trust- 
busting force should be able to han- 
dle such chores along with their 
routine work. The Feds, of course, 
want to be in a position to measure 
the representations made by de- 
fendants in the event the escape 
clause should be invoked but with | 
the data already on file believe it | 
Will be relatively simple to make 
the necessary checks, 

The handling of complaints will be | 
a mechanical operation. Each beef 
Will be scrutinized to see if, on its 
face, it is entitled to consideration. | 
But there will be no attempt to run 
down the squawk to find out the 
other side of the story before turn- 
ing it over to the appropriate arbi- 
tration office. And checking the 
ny ownership forms does not 
aa baa a heavy assignment, since 
: Anti-Trust Division expects to 

€p its present records up to date 
and contemplates any misrepresenta- | 


oe will be quickly brought to their 
attention 


the Anti-Trust | 


Spyros Skouras, National Theatres 
head, On arrival here for district 


| managers meeting, announced he is 
lin full agreement with consent de- 


} 


icree and believes it will prove of ‘in- 
|estimable value to the industry.’ 
Beiter pictures will result with 
exhibs profiting, he said. Skouras 
returns east later in the week. 


Leonard Elliott, Legiter 


ried — $40,000 Pix 


By Indie Group 





DECREE’S JOKER 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
If sex, vulgarity and other film 
elements to which religious 
social groups have long been voicing 
objections are to be wiped off the 
screen, the job will be accomplished 


sent decree. This became apparent 
when Hollywood producers, having 
finally found time to read and digest 
the terms of the document 
ended the Government's anti-trust 
suit against the ‘Big Five,’ sat down 
to enjoy a laugh over what they con- 


clause. 





that provide for the rejection by the 
exhibitor of any feature on ‘moral, 
religious and racial’ grounds. 

No theatre operator, the majority 
of the Coast crowd insist, is going to 
{toss out a hft attraction just because 
|it leans toward the sexy side or con- 
tains spoken lines that ‘pack a wal- 
lop,’ which is the verbiage Holiy- 
wood prefers when on the subject of 
what certain groups so bluntly call 
‘vulgarity.’ It just isn’t in the cards, 
|the studio gents argue, for an ex- 
|hibitor to decline an opportunity to 
grab an honest dollar in profit even 
if he has to go out and square him- 
self with religious leaders after it is 
| all over. 
| Inclusion cf the word ‘moral’ in 
| the decree really had the producers 
worried during that period 


| distributor-defendants were drafting 
|the measure, but now that they’ve 
had a chance to glimpse the finished 
|essay, their frowns have given way 
| ° 
ito smiles. 
Come Up and Get Cleansed 

Meanwhile, Hays, currently in 
town, is doing his utmost to induce 
| studio heads to repledge their sup- 
|port to the ‘purity code,’ at the same 
time seeking to draw from them an 
additional promise that they will 

(Continued on page 20) 


GLAUSE JITTERS 


‘Doubted Exhibs Will Cancel 
Pix ‘with Wallop’ If Good 


—Producers Not So Wor- Meehan R. I. Gov.’s Sec’y 
in 


‘Blocks of Five’ Planned | 


and | 
by Will Hays rathe? than by the con- | 
that , 


sider the document’s only humorous | 


They are referring to those lines 





PONSTAT'S MORAL NW Allied Calls Consent Decree’s 
Signing ‘Another Munich’ in Letter 








Providence, Dec. 3. 

Thomas J. Meehan, formerly con- 
nected with the Poli chain, Fox-Poli 
circuit and then RKO theatres in a 
| managerial capacity, was this week 
named executive secretary by 
Governor-elect J. Howard McGrath 
of Rhode Island. 
; recently associated with the Narra- 
gansett Electric Co. in Providence as 
assistant to the company’s president. 

He first came to Providence in 
1932 as city manager for RKO, went 
| to Boston in a similar capacity in 
1933 and returned again to Provi- 
dence im 1934. 


LOEW’S 2.000-SEATER 





~ 





To Prez Barney Balaban of Par 





Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 
In an open letter from Northwest 
| Allied, president Barney Balaban, of 





| Paramount, is taken severely to task 


for announcing that his company 


| will not offer for licensing any block 


Meehan was more | 


IN NEW DEVELOPMENT 





Loew’s new American theatre in 
the giant Parkchester housing devel- 
opment, erected by the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Co, in 


|} mount’s true position, it 


the Bronx, 


N. Y., will open around Jan. 1. House | 


is a 2,.000-seater. 
available in the development but no 
deal has been set for it. 

Parkchester contains 12,000 apart- 
ments which will house 45,000 peo- 
ple. It occupies an area of 55 blocks 
and is a complete city in itself. 
Macy’s, other stores, has 
taken 120,000 square feet of space. 
About 1,000 families have moved in 
to date, with completion of the re- 
mainder of the apartments expected 
within the next month or so. 


among 


Opera Sequence For 


. . 
Thomas in ‘Kingdom’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Chicago Civic Opera was filmed 
for the first time in 
for a sequence to be used in ‘King- 
dom Come,’ the first John Charles 
Thomas starrer for Producers Corp. 
of America, to be completed this 
month at the RKO-Pathe studio. 
Shooting in Chicago covered the 
English version of opera, ‘Fal- 
staff,’ with Thomas singing the lead. 
It will be cut into the opening foot- 
age of ‘Kingdom Come.’ 


when | 
counsel for Uncle Sam and the five | 


the 
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Another theatre is | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


its home town | 


of five pictures in a given territory 
under consent decree provisions un- 
til previous groups have been bought 


and booked 

If Balaban is correctly quoted, 
the letter declares, Paramount ‘at 
the very outset intends to violate 


both the letter and spirit of the con- 
sent decree.’ 

The proposed policy is directly 
contrary to the consent decree’s lan- 
guage, it is charged. 

‘Since you state that you will have 
several features and groups of fea- 
tures available at the time the con- 
sent decree goes into effect, it is very 
clear that you are making the buy- 
ing of one feature, or group of fea- 
tures, conditioned upon the buying 
and booking of another feature or 
group of features,’ the letter to Bala- 
ban declares. 

‘If your statement reflects Para- 
becomes 
apparent that exhibitors’ worst fears 

(Continued on page 17) 


UP SCALE ONLY 
ON PIX THAT 
MERIT IT 





Although pleased with results of 
upping admissions on ‘Boom Town’ 
and ‘Northwest Passage,’ Metro is 
proceeding cautiously on trying the 
same technique on other pictures, a 
top exec declared this week. Com- 
pany is fearsome it may attempt the 
tilts on a picture which doesn’t have 
the draw to merit it and cause a bad 
reaction from exhibs end public. 

As result, the policy will be tried 
four cities on “The Phila- 
Story.’ Pre-release’ en- 

opening Dec. 13, are 

l Loew's, 


State, Providence; 
Loew's, Indianapolis and 


in only 
delphia 
gagements 
Loew's 

Reading: 
Loew’s, Louisv 


ille. Advance will be 
the sarne as ‘Boom Town,’ 25% for 
matinees and 30% in the evenings. 


four 


If it doesn’t work out in the 
] ately 


spot ili be immed 
dropped. 


s, the policy w 


Elevated scale idea is also being 
tested for Paramount’s ‘North West 
Mounted’ in Loew houses in Akron, 
Canton, Washington and Pitt irgh, 
and on Columbia’s ‘Arizona’ at 
Loew's Midland, Kansas City. Latter 
opened strong, but tapered off a! 1 
‘ontinuation of the policy n doubt 

Price tilts a offset- 

; ean 
ad 
é ¢ to 
e t en 
¢ I; e 
) eve i 
( pat € 

the t for O i 
to a i uM ( arce p e 

to wh hey area tomed 


Oppose Price Tilts 
Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 
Northwest Allied has gone on rec- 
ord in opposition to the announced 
sales’ policies of distributors, calling 
for boosted admisisons and percent- 


age terms, for ‘such pictures’ as 
‘Northwest Mounted Police,’ ‘The 
Great Dictator,’ ‘Arizona’ and ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ It demands that 


‘Arizona’ be released on the 1939-40 
contract and that rental terms for 
‘The Great Dictator’ be lowered. 
The resolution adopted states that 
the ‘opposition’ is based ‘largely on 
exhibitors’ experiences in showing 
the original release of ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ and, subsequently, exper- 
iences in raising boxoffice admissions 


on ‘Boom Town 
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Paul Short Prez of 


Film Cos. Discuss 
| Latin-American DX 


Dallas Variety: 


licity directors took up the proposed 


Key City Tents Elect Officers. ss:- sons tion ss 


|new disc plan of Latin-American ra- 





Dallas, Dec. 3. | 

Paul Short of the National Screen | 
Service was named chief barker of | 
the Dallas Variety at the club’s an- 
nual election of officers held recent- 
ly at the Hotel Adolphus. He re- 
places R. J. O'Donnell @f Interstate 
Theatres, Inc., who retired from his 
post after five years’ service. 

The club directorate, including | 
R. E. Griffith, Short, Lynn Stocker, | 
B. C. Gibson, Ted de Boer, James | 
O. Cherry, William O'Donnell, Bert | 
King, W. G. Underwood, Don Doug- | 
las and Jake Lutzer, was named 
by 150 resident members who took 
part in the election. The crew, in 
turn, selected Short and other new 
officers. who will be inducted at the 
annual New Year's Eve party at the 
group’s clubrooms in the Hotel | 
Adolphus on Dec. 31. O'Donnell will | 


} 
| 








serve as ex-officio member of the! 
crew. | 
Bert King was elected first as- | 


sistant barker; James O. Cherry, 
second assistant barker; Ted de Boer, 


dough guy (treasurer) and Don 
Douglas, property master, (secre- 
tary). 


Retiring Chief Barker O’Donnell is 
first assistant barker of the national 
organization and district supervisor 
of the club in 11 Southern states and | 
California. 

Delegates, known in Variety club 





dio broadcasts at a meeting held at 
transferring to Chicago, sponsored | the Hays office Monday (2), with 
by the Variety Club in the Hotel | gction deferred until later and 
Book -Cadillac. W ith Circuit Judge checkup on the costs of such project. 
Ira W. Jayne as toastmaster, the | nee rege 
speakers included William F. Rodg- | This is the proposal originally ad- 
ers, general sales manager; E. M.| vanced by David Blum, Metro of- 
Saunders, western sales manager; ficial, as a means of securing ade- 
T. J. Connors, eastern sales manager; | quate coverage of the Latin-Ameri- 
and Henderson M. Richey, assistant) ¢ans. Basic idea is an industry good- 
to Rodgers. will series of programs made on disc 


Flynn, long attached here and! , ae , 
founder of the club which tossed the and then spotted on local stations in 
Latin-America. 


testimonial party. was presented ‘ — 
with a plaque with verses specially Foreign publicity heads also out- 
written by Edgar A. Guest. , lined a future plan of action whereby 





new publicity and ad projects (not 
necessarily the radio broadcasts) 
would be treated jointly. In this 
way, the foreign departments hope 
to circumvent scattered acceptance 
of dubious new publicity projects. 


OBLIQUE CAMPAIGN ON 
‘ROAD SHOW’ IN PITT 


N.Y.’S FOREIGN PIX MEN 
ASK LOWER AD RATES 


Foreign language picture distribu- 
tors and exhibitors are banding to- 
gether to seek reduced rates for ad- 
vertising in New York dailies. Dis- 
tribs are in on the fight because 
often they pay part of the freight 
and always are affected if ad ex- ; 
penditures are so heavy their pic- Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. 
tures are unable to continue show-| Oblique campaign Frank Seltzer, 
ing. Main basis for a lower rate | publicity director for Hal Roach, is 
plea is that they are unable to pay | Using here to sell ‘Road Show,’ 
the same scale as large Broadway | Which world preems at Stanley on 
houses, some of which actually ob-| Friday (6), is causing a lot of talk 
tain a lower ‘ 
greater lineage. | word of mouth among the public, 

At several informal sessions held | too. Until tomorrow (4), however, 
public won’t know what it’s word- 








rate because using | in trade circles and getting a lot of | 


jargon as clowns, who were named | thus far, it’s reported that 300-seat | 
to the national convention at Atlan- | and 400-seat houses playing foreign | 
tic City in April were Duke Evans | productions use up 20-25% of their | 
and Clyde Hoover. Alternates se-| receipts for this type of advertising. | 
lected were Wallace Walthal and/| As a result of an old fight, the Daily | 
Fred Hoenscheidt. |News presently has a special for- | 

Charitable and philanthropic work | €1gn language rate, exhibs 
of the club. including support of the | Main battle is to secure a rate some- 
Freeman Memorial Clinic, Variety | what in line with what business the 
Club Boys Camp at Belton, Texas; small-seaters enjoy. 


Hope Cottage and the oan Sees , ‘ : aan 
swimming pool, will be continue Monte Cristo Gets 126 | 
Campaign at N.Y. Cap 


under the new administration. 

First United Artists picture, aside | 
from ‘The Great Dictator,’ to go 
into Loew’s Capitol, N. Y., this year, | 
‘Son of Monte Cristo’ is being given | 


claim. | 











Boris Morros’ Committment 
Memphis, Dec. 3. 
Boris Morros will produce a gala 
stage revue annually for benefit of 
the Memphis Variety Club. 
Indie producer whose American- 
ization began with a year as pit con- 





in 1924 


of-mouthing. 

Started week ago when 24-sheets 
appeared on billboards all over 
town. They simply _ stated 
Humor Analyzed.’ 
day (30) newspapers broke with big 


j|ads, outside amusement pages, an- 


nouncing the opening of World's 
First Institute of Humor Analysis 


‘to help you determine which type | “ : 
| directorate of Paramount, in associa- | others by a day 


of comedy fits your personality.’ At 
same time, it was announced that 
Maico Psychomoter fests would be 
made at established clinics where 
machines to measure humour quo- 
tient had been established. They’re 
now in the Stanley 


to be routed over the town on a 


Kincey-Wilby's Dual Conventions; 
Other Theatres-Exchange Briefs 





——> 


Entire Staff Drafted 


Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 
The entire six-man staff of the 
Hollywood theatre, an Eddie 
Ruben house at Sioux Falls, 
S. D., has been caught in the 
draft or war department orders. 
Two are in the National Guards 
and have been called. 
The rest will be called up 


early in the draft. 


"ARCH REEVE, FETED, 








DEPARTS FOR CALIF. 








Arch Reeve, who resigned re- 
| cently as advertising manager of 
| Twentieth-Fox, left yesterday after- 
noon (Tues.) for the Coast where 
| he owns a small farm on which he 
plans settling down. He has no im- 
mediate plans so far as the picture 
industry is concerned. 

Maurice Bergman, successor to 
Reeve, took up his new duties at 
20th Monday (2), at which time also 
Dave Lipton stepped into Bergman's 
former post at Columbia in N.Y. 

More than 100 friends of Reeve 
hosted him at a farewell dinner 
party Friday night (29). 








John Hertz, Jr., Buys Out 


‘Be | 





The Kincey-Wilby circuit. hez 
by Bob Wilby and Harold F. (Mae 
Kincey, is holding two annual con- 
ventions for its theatre operating 
personnel from district managers 
down, one in Knoxville, Tenn., the 
other Greenville, S. C. The first 
for the Alabama-Tennessee opera- 
tions will be in Knoxville Dec. 10 
while for the Carolinas, in which the 
yl es is firmly intrenched 

e annual get-together will be ; 
on Dec. 16. stad 

Leon Netter, home office theatre 
department executive of the Para. 
mount company, will attend both as 
a representative of the parent organ. 
ization. He will make other stops 
meantime, having left Monday (2) 
for Atlanta to confer with Wilby on 
business matters as well as to discuss 
operating matters with Bill Jenkins 
and Arthur Lucas, who head the 
Georgia circuit. 

Prior to attending the K-W Knox. 
ville meeting, Netter also will go to 
Miami to huddle with S. A. Lynch 
on the way north also stopping at 
Jacksonville to see E. J. Sparks, head 
of one of Par’s most important 50-50 
partnerships. 

Sandwiched in between also will 
be the Variety Club affair in Phila- 
delphia Dec. 12, given in honor of 
Frank C. Walker, which will be at- 
tended by many leading New York 
film executives. 

Al Hoffman Back to Old Job. 
Denver, Dec. 3. 

Earl Collins, manager of the local 
United Artist exchange for 16 months 
promoted to managership of the Los 
Angeles branch, left Saturday Ke) 
to assume his new post. He is suc- 





Then on Satur- | 


j tion with Thomas S. Buchanan, has 
purchased the stock interest of A. O. 
| Dillenbeck, 
| chanan & Co., advertising agency. | 
|It amounts to 28% of the capital 


lobby and in| stock of the company. 


Gimbels, another will be located at | 


the different colleges and a fourth is|1, With young Hertz assuming the 
| title of v.p. held by Dillenbeck. 


Dill be k : B ha |ceeded by Al Hoffman, former man- 
en C in uc NaN aver. who became a salesman when 

a |Collins was boosted from salesman 
;to manager. 

John D. Hertz, Jr. son of the; “Little Men’ is world-premiering at 
member of the banking firm of | the Orpheum—one of a number of 
Lehman Bros., N. Y., and on the|test showings—but Denver beats any 
A milking contest 
}on the stage will be run for three 
days, with $110 to be given as prizes. 
Terry Turner, N.Y.. and T. Bidwell 
McCormick, of RKO publicity, doing 
the building. 

Two hundred passes and $10 was 
ithe loot at the Cameron theatre rob- 
The transfer becomes effective Jan.|bery last week. Yeggs were unsuc- 
cessful in an attempt to crack the 
It | safe at the Roxy. 

Fire in the Victory booth did $100 





vice-president of Bu- 


+? 


ductor here at the Palace an extra-budget ad campaign by UA |} truck |is understood that Hertz, formerly | 
pledged publicly here last week that | nq producer Edward Small. Distrib| Ads carry no mention whatsoever | With Lord & Thomas, has held an procepgre Meee | = ge Ay Rag Be sg 


he will return each year to present oa ' : , ; ( - Ph sco 
, - | claims $12,000 will be spent in N. Y.| of ‘Road Show’ and won't until the | °Ption for purchase of Dillenbeck’s| ., acer, told them from the stage 


a complete and original musical |**~. : ‘ A : : 
show. Affair is to be the big Var-|ailies for opening today (Wednes-| fourth in a series of six breaks, | St0ck for two years. He joined the | +. was confined in fireproof booth. 
Fire starting in jammed film, burned 


iety Club shindig of every season. | day). Campaign is costing $7,000. | agency about that time. 
Proceeds will-go to the Club’s| ‘Cristo’ engagement at Capitol is | In succeeding Dillenbeck, Hertz | nothing else. 
Fox Intermountain 


charity, a Mother’s Milk Bank, pre-| pre-release, national dates coming | will have personal supervision of the | 








Theatres is 








serving mothers’ milk indefinitely | around Christmas. Campaign in 2 Ba d ¢ |entire Paramount account. over | installing candy counters in about 30 
for infants who need it quickly. New York will form basis for sim- nN ontests which Dillenbeck has had_ top| houses in this division. Press Woods, 

Morros spent a day here bally-| jar exploitation nationally |authority for close to 20 years, in-|formerly assistant manager of the 
hooing his ‘Second Chorus.’ Group ot | cluding previously when the agency | Denver is_back from a_ month's 
of prominent citzens attended a Detroit, Dec. 3. | was known as Hanff-Metzger. H-M | ‘taining at Los Angeles in candy dis- 
luncheon in his honor. It was an- The Fox here is using two contests ‘ “ : oe |play and selling, and will supervise 





lost the account nearly 10 years ago installation and operation. Chuck 


Frank Salesmanship in conjunction with the stage ap- | 
Abn | when Par shifted to Lord & Thomas.| Norton. chief of service at the Den- 
——= |} pearance of Woody Herman's orch. |This followed close on the heels Stier ms pth pe odode 


i i ‘ing ic- | In addition to one o OS onven- , . 
Unique idea of announcing a pic- | f those conven | financing obtained for Paramount by| Fox Intermountain opened the 


nounced there that first Variety Club 
show will take place in the spring. 





Oscar Olson Probably Retiring lture to the trade, which won com-| tional contests to pick the city’s out- 





Milwaukee, Dec. 3. 

When the Variety Club holds its|ment last week, was employed by 
annual banquet and election of offi- | RKO on ‘Convoy.’ Pic is a British- 
(10) at the Hotel | made which RKO and Edward Small 


| standing swing vocalist, who gets a 
| week’s engagement with the band, 
|there’s another contest making an 


| Albert Lasker, then head of L. & T.,| Fox, La Junta, Colo., last week. A 
John D. Hertz, Sr., and William | new theatre on the site of the old 
| Wrigley, Jr. Rourke, using only the four walls 


cers next Tuesday : H , of the old building. 
Schroder, it is expected that Oscar | bought in partnership to salvage coin |appeal to high school kids in the |mocne uice nee hits gx | John W. Drake building new 340- 
E. Olson will be voted out as Chief | frozen in England. RKO is distribut- | town. B nee ie su — uen y snl —— 0 | seater at Ft. Sumner. N. M.. and 
Barker, although it is still doubtful ing. | This contest is to determine the ae om at which time Par trans- | Harry S. and Russell Allen are 
as to who his successor will be. Olson| “Announcement came in the form|best highschool drum major and erred its account to the latter. building new 240-seater at Aztec, 
is business manager of the Motion | ; ; HT; . | Among other accounts Buchanan!y 1 

RT Rat of a file folder with a memo from the| Majorette. With 18 public high- | N. M. 
Picture Projectionists union, Local has is the Texas Co. Buchanan, | - 


No. 164 (AFL) and has been under 
fire in his own organization for con- 


sorting too much with the theatre | like to read this.’ 





| desk of sales chief Ned E. Depinet on 
which was written: ‘Thought you’d 
In the folder were 


| rights to the pic. English press book | 


| schools here, not counting almost the 
same number of parochial ones, the 
theatre has assigned nights to three 
or four at a time. 


president of the agency, personally 
supervises the direction of the work 
in connection with this Company. 


Draft Gets 2 in Memphis 
Memphis, Dec. 38. 
The trade knows two of first six 


| booker at the Warner film exchange, 


owners and managers in his social | purportedly copies of RKO inter-office | °F. ; Each night the pe Das Fae 7 slethorpe 
and club life. lcommunications leading up to and|W!@ners will be determined by au- a | draftees sent to Fort Oglethorpe 
Vsechothens " oh of ied wn dience applause, after they are orig- | Th Ch d H k a. aa Earl Hartzog. chief 
Blotcky Prez of NW Variety wees vis ~;,\inally selected by their school rep- ree eers an a ius ag ‘om het 
} 
| ieee 


Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 


The Twin City Variety club has 
Paramount 


reelected 
branch 


Ben Blotcky. 
manager, as Chief Barker 


Other officers chosen are Frank Mc- 


| was included as part of material sent | 


over to influence RKO while nego- 
tiations were in progress 


resentatives in elections. 





Pete Dailey to Col. 


| Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
‘Cheers For Miss Bishop’ is slated 


for its world premiere Jan. 7 in Lin- | 


land Joseph Cortese, Jr., son of the 
| Memphis Open Air Theatre’s busi- 
| ness manager. 


Schrodt Vice Day 


Cormick, first assistant; ‘Hy’ Chap- qm = ios ites - coln, home Jniversitv i. 
ormick, first assistant; “Hy Chap-| Kleinerman to Be Examed New Orleans, Dec. 3. |) e of University of Ne Des Moines, Dec. 3. 
man, second assistant, and Maitland J. W. ‘Pete’ Dailey. after feare | braska, where much of the picture is Ww ON. Schrod cena ki Ste 
Frosch. secretary In Suit Over 10 West rn : ‘ ete alley, after 11 years senate ‘ , T Schrodt, — of 1935 
b J , elt Ie ‘ S s : E al a ri ¥s rvi mn a. sin " 93° 
Directors elected in addition to the % . CPN | with The Item-Tribune as drama and| Filni was produced by Richard cneihed ke Ce =" Sti tes as 
pe : . ‘ aimee : 40 Pes pee ' ; ‘ . Vas ' h arc a > 7 » 4 Mirai lates 4: 
officers. on. Bill Elson, Harry Morris Kleinerman, president Of | rotogravure editor, pulls stakes after |Rowland and directed by Tay Gar-| resident manager of the Rialto, Fort 
Dryer, Eddie Ruben, LeRoy J. Miller,| Screen Attractions Corp.. and a de-!fn ae > ’ ; * ie 
+) “Riot ‘ tute ae : - =e ‘ Christmas for Hollywood where he | nett for United Artists release | Dodge, succeeding Jesse Day, w#° 
Gilbert Nathanson and Max Toro-/ fendant in the suit of Guaranteed ie en wie will be a district manager 
dor. Blotcky and Podoloff were se-| pictures Co.. Inc.. against Screen At- | 89S *t© work for Columbia studio | 2 er 5 ee | sel Bn of the Robt M. John- 
lected as delegates and W. A. Steffes tractians aye een sedared a omens as press contact man. Before com- | Sounds Like Ho 4 l son Bldg ion 4 ¢ onde r way, 
and A. A. Kaplan alternates to the : eat ge ee ; ons | Pl ‘ Pepe pen “ 





for examination before trial in N. Y. 


ing to New Orleans he was city edi- | 


| to be used as a theatre in connection 


aap ol ea aaa at Atlantic City eens curt Dec. 11 by fustics tor of papers in St. Louis and Jeffer- , Hollywood, Dec. 3. |}with the adjoining Iowa _ theatre, 
z ‘ | William T. Collins son City, Mo. ’ Hopi Indians put on a tribal chant |; operated by Johnson. Work com- 

ia J lins. . His duties will be divided bet oO assure good weather for the start | pleted in February 

, i i rem tween eae 
Bert Stearn Heads Cleve. Club Plaintiffs action charges the de |of the Howard Hughes production,| Insurance covered loss of between 


Cleveland, Dec. 3. 
Seven exhibs and their wives ap- 
pointed by Bert Stearn, new Variety 


| fendant corporation with having se- 
| cured the prints of 10 westerns be- 
longing to it, and having distributed 





Ted R. Liuzza, Variety mugg in 
N. O., and Ken Gormin, columnist 
on The Morning Tribune. 








| ‘The Outlaw,’ at Moencopi, Ariz., and 
|it came up snow, 
Shooting was resumed, after a de- 





$2,500 and $3,000 at the Rialto, Boone, 
Ta., Nov. 24. 








Clud chief barker, are combin ictures i ry lew | ; y i ali 

schools and institutions to find 500 pw argeon + Gece slog pe ‘ . layed start, without any chanting. bi Pe Ee acc, 3. 
underprivileged kids who will be) jo 4.) permission, and at) ‘BISHOP’ PREEM IN LINCOLN With upping of Jules Green from 
treated to a Christmas party Dec. 23 | /0w rentals. An injunction, account- —_— Lewellen to Oklahoma Cit managershin of Belmar to spot in 
at Hotel Allerton headquarters. Com-'ing of profits and damages are , incoin, Dec. 3. : y WB theatre booking department and 
mittee includes Moe Horwitz, Nat | sought. Richard A. Rowland’s production, Tew’ Lowen Det. 8. | addition of Marty Seed, son of Hatry 
Wolf. Frank Boyd, Jack Schulman. ! ‘Cheers for Miss Bishon’ (UA) i Bs W. ad Lew Lewellen, former pub- Seed WR-FN exchange managet, to 
Eddie Miller, Stearn and his wife ‘MISS CORKTOWN. 1941’ iss Bishop » OTI8- | licist for the J. H. Cooper-Paramount | managerial ‘staff. flock of realloca- 
Patsy, Mrs. Frank Drew and Dave ? inally skedded for preem here Feb. | houses here, moved to the Cooper- | tions have ‘heen made in circuit 
Hyman, who are arranging a turkey Detroit, Dec. 3. | 15, has been moved up to Jan. 7.|Warner theatres in Oklahoma City | houses. Lige Brien goes from 


feast with all the trimmings, plus 
wearing apparel, for youngsters. 





Fiynn’s Farewell Fete 
Detroit, Dec. 3. 
More than 200 Michigan film lead- 
ers as well as Metro executives at- 
tended the farewell dinner to John 
E. Flynn, Metro district manager 


After being invited to a showing of 
‘Little Nellie Kelly,’ Detroit’s Irish 
named Judy Garland ‘Miss Corktown, 
1941.’ 

The Old Corktown Club consists of 
{lads and colleens who grew up in the 
ithick Irish settlement of that name 
| here in bygone years. 





| Arrangements were set with the 
chamber of commerce by Murph 

| McHenry, who made a trip in here 

j}and stayed a couple of days. 

| It’s from Bess Streeter Aldrich’s 

| book, and much of the backgrounds 
were shot at the University of Ne- 

} braska. 


after having been here only five 
| weeks, 

He'll work as assistant to Walter B. 
Shutee, city manager in Okla City. 
R. W. Huffman, city boss here, divid- 
ing the abandoned work between 
| himself and Harvey Traylor, man- 
‘ager of the Lincoln, at present. 





Prince in Ambridge, Pa., to Belmar; 
Nat Mervis switches from Capitol 1" 
Steubenville, O., to Prince; Bl 
| Decker from Cambria in Johnstow?, 
| Pa., to Capitel, and Jim Clark, for- 
| merly at Ritz in Clarksburg, W. V4» 
| goes to Cambria. Eddie Hungerman 
| upped from asst. at Warner to man 


(Continued on page 18) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


9 





Sleet Bogs Down Chi Grosses: 
‘Arise’-Vaude $36,000, ‘Escape’ 
$10,000, Reuters 9G, Rest So-So 








Chicago, Dec. 3. 

Weather has been Clipping tue 
grosses at most of the loop theatres 
with all the elements of cold, snew, 
rain, sleet and ice combining to 
make travel discouraging and the 
fireside and radio much more appe- 
tizing. This weather sliki must be 
accepted from the theatre managers 
and taken as the ‘eal reasoa why 
the expected click pictures have 
been able to last only a single ses- 
sion instead of two, three and more 
reeks. 
” Looking to top the town currently 
is ‘Arise My Love’ in the Chicago. 
Roosevelt and Garrick have hold- 
vers. 
a follow-up for the extremely dis- 
appointing “Third Finger, which 
failed to get anywhere near the coin 
that had been predicted for it. ‘Mark 
of Zorro’ moved to the Roosevelt 
after a meek week in the Chicago. 


‘Howards of Virginia’ shifted to the | 


Garrick after a mild stay in the 
Roosevelt, and finally displaced 
‘Northwest Mounted Police, which 
had a nifty five-week romp in the 
loop. ; : 

Apollo has ‘Dispatch from Reuters, 
which figures for at least a solid 
single session in this spot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Reuters’ (WB). ‘ 
spondent theme settling a goodly 
gross for the initial stanza here at 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Voyage Home’ 
(UA) came through with satisfactory 
$5,900 for final stanza of a fortnight. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) and stage show 
with Frances Langford and Jon Hall, 


plus the Carl Spitz ‘Hollywood Dogs.’ | 


Headed to happy $36,000. Last eek, 


‘Zorro’ (20th) dived under stress of | 


the weather man and had to be con- 


tent with $30,100, under expecta- 
tions. . 7 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


Second week in 
Last 
(Par) 
loop 


—Howards’ (Col). 
loop and going to fair $4,500. 
week, ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
completed bang-up five-week 
gallop to $5,000. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44) 
‘Public Deb’ (20th) and ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ unit on stage. 
SO-so. Last week, ‘Dance 
(RKO) and Woody Herman orchestra 
on stage tagged okay $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 33-44-66) 
You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Queen 
Destiny’ (RKO) Double feature 
goes off today (Tuesday) to be re- 
placed by twinner headed by ‘Seven 
Sinners’ (U). Kay Kyser. band 
combo finished first week to neat 
$12,000, and looks to have gathered 


satisfactory $16,000 for the 10-day 
waltz. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- | 
75)—‘Zorro’ (20th). Switched here 
from the Chicago, and going for 
mild $6,500 on the haldover session. 
Last week, ‘Howards’ (Col) failed 
under stress of the elements and 


lagged at $8,200 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44) 

‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G) and 
vaude, Harry James orchestra head- 
lining. Satisfactory at $15,000. 
week, despite the weather, Billy Gil- 
bert and the Jan Garber orchestra 
on the stage managed to swat the 
ball for $17,600 with ‘Angels Over 
Broadway’ (Col). 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75—'Escape’ (M-G). Opened 
Friday night (29) and looks for good 
$10,006 on first week. Last week, 


‘Third Finger’ (M-G) finished a fort- | 
night to $9,300, falling off sharply in | 


second session. 


Escape’ 106, ‘Alley’ 
$9,800; Indpls. Buys 
Ads to Buck Yule 


Indianapolis, Dec. 3. 


| going to the merchants 
Christmas gifts in 


Coin is sti] 
who peddle 
aowntown sec 
agers are picking up the leftover 
change. Extra efforts are being put 
forth by all houses 
and added coin for advertisins which 
accounts for the fair showing being 


made against the tough mercantile | 
Loew's took to the air | 


Opposition, 
i > a lot of radio plugs to ring up 
a Pap! extra bucks with ‘Escape’ 
: Dulcy’ leading the downtown 
Parade. Circle ig close behind with 
ea ae, and ‘Murder Over | 
’ York.’ ndiana li ; slig ] 
line “Aries idiana limps slightly. 
ing On a Dime.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
arreie (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
ee Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Mur- 
"aha York’ (20th). Good $9,800. 
(P. week, ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
fd (3d wk), fair $5,500. | 
midiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
~ 440ise Love’ (Par) and ‘Danc- 


| 


United Artists has ‘Escape’ | 


Foreign corre- | 


Will hit $13,000, | 
Gir!’ } 


Last | 


tk > 
l wie | 
‘tor while theatre man- | 


in exploitation 


; one 


My Love’ and ‘Danc- | gijckeroo to $7,500. 


ing Dime’ (Par). Not-so-good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) 
'and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), okay 
$9,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (Col). 
Helped by heavy national assist ads 
and radio plugs to okay $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), $9,900. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘East River’ (WB), and Welk’s or- 
chestra with Edmund Lowe and Ann 
Dvorak on stage. Weak $9,000. 
|Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) and 
vaude headed by Rollini Trio, puny 
$6,200. 





196, BUFF. 
STORMY 


Buffalo, Dec. 3. 

Blizzard which boffed Buff. b.o.’s 

the end of last session is still 
‘blowing great guns and whacking 
the tallies for the present frame. 
| On a holdover, ‘North West 
_ Mounted’ is standing up okay at the 
| Lakes while ‘Arise’ with Gene Krupa 
|on stage at the Buffalo is about aver- 
'age. Other wickets are chalking up 
just so-so markers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Arise, My Love’ (Par) and Gene 
Krupa band on stage. About aver- 
lage drawing power, around $15,000. 
rast week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
nd ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G), straight 
|dual, showed plenty of velocity at 
$14,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
|—_‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Continues to exhibit fair back- 
bone. May go $7,500. Last week, 
ruled the roost with $20,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Move-over card 
will do around $6,000, okay. Last 
week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Father 
Prince’ (WB), dropped to $5,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Night Tropics’ (U) and ‘Wildcat’ 
(U). Grooved to lower brackets, 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Escape to Glory’ 
(Col) and ‘Won't Talk’ (Col), slowed 
down to $5,300. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
40)—‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘God's 
Country’ (Rep). Only fair, probably 
$5.000. Last week, ‘You'll Find Out’ 
(RKO) and ‘Christian Meets Women’ 
(RKO) on the black side with over 
$7,500. 


‘Arizona, $8,500, Bette, 








| at 


Memphis. Dec. 8. 
Thanksgiving (28) stuffed the show- 
| houses in this man’s town. Business 
is swelling everywhere on wave of 
holiday trade and boom pictures. 
Four top films are fighting it out 
ifor first money on Main Street. 
| Warner’s ‘The Letter’ and the Malco’s 
‘Arizona’ look best. Kay Kyser draw 
is pulling heavily at Loew’s Palace, 
|with the Eddy-MacDonald ‘Bitter 
| Sweet’ lagging just behind at Loew’s 
State 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s Siate (Loew) (2,600; 
44)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). Mabbe 
$7,000, fair. Last week, ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G), four days, and ‘Yester- 
|day’s Heroes’ (20th), three days, 
$2.106, frightful. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—‘Letter’ (WB). 


‘ARISE’ - KRUPA 


$8,200, Big in Memphis 














| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 39-44-55 )—‘You’ll 


| 


} 


10-33- | 


Bette Davis pres- | 


_tige finally beginning to tell at ticket | 


windows here in big way for pos- 
sible $8.200. Last week, ‘South 
| Suez’ (WB), $5,000, much better than 
| expected. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Arizona’ (Col). Outdoor 


| stuff gets em here if big enough; this | 


$8,500. 
(U), 


could-be 
Sinners’ 


for 
‘Seven 


pushing 
|Last week, 
$6.000, okay. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (10-33-44)— 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO). Kyser 
Last week, 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G), $5,300, fairish. 


Strand (Lightman) (10-22-33)-— 
‘Moon Burma’ (Par) (2nd run), 
‘Sandy Man’ (VU), split. Rating 


average $1.600. Last week, ‘Ranger: 
Fortune’ (Par) (2d run), three days: 
‘Quarterback’ (Par), two days; “‘No- 
bodv’s Sweetheart’ (U), two days; 
$1,700, good. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 5 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(8th wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(4th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Son of Monte Cristo’ | 
(UA) (4). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion—‘Hit Pavade of 1941’ 
(Rep) (4). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 23) 
Globe—Blackout’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). 
Music Hall—‘Thief of Bagdad’ 
(UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 16) 
Paramount—North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (5th wk.). 
Rialto—'Trail of the Vigilantes’ 
(U) (6). 
Rivoli—‘Little 
(7). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
(3d wk.). 


Men’ (RKO) 





Strand—‘The Letter’ (WB) (3d 
wk.). 


Week of Dec. 12 


Aster—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) | 
(9th wk.). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(5th wk). 

Capitol—‘Son of Monte Cristo’ 
(UA) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘ Gallant 
(M-G) (11). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 13) 
Music Hall—Thief of Bagdad’ 
(UA) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—Moon 
Burma’ (Par) (11). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 16) 
Rivoli—‘Little Men’ (RKO) (2d 
wk.). 
Roxy—One Night 
Tropics’ (U), 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 6) 
Strand—'The Letter’ (WB) (4th 
wk.). 


BITTER SWEET 
$38,000, TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Dec. 3, 
Good product and good business 
all over town this week, hypoed by 
holiday (Thanksgiving) on the open- 
ing day, and no-school last Friday. 


Sons’ 


Over 


in the 

















‘Northwest Mounted’ and ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ are tops, with ‘You'll Find 
Out’ a close third. ‘The Letter’ is 


strong at the Par and Fenway, con- 
tinuing a big week from the Met. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) and stage 
show, four days; and ‘Howards Vir- 
ginia’ (Col) and ‘Bit Heaven’ (U) | 
(both 2d run), dual, three days. 
Aiming at very good $12,000. Last | 
week, ‘Swimmu.n’ Hole’ (Mono) and | 
‘Still Alive’ (RKO), with stage show, 
four days; and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) 
and ‘Sandy Gets Man’ (U) (both 2d | 
run), three days, $7,800. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332, 28-39-44- | 
155)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Tugboat | 
Annie’ (WB) (both continued run 


from Met). Headed for dandy $7,500 
Last week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and 
‘Dancing Dime’ (Par) (both 2d run), 
$7,000. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
Find Out’ (RKO) 
and ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). An odd but 
money-making combo, tallying about 
$17,000 Last week (five days), 
‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO) 
(both held over). $11,400. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 35-44- 
65)—‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Youth (20th). With prices 
slightly upped and trade hefty, the 
final count will be around $23.000 
Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Tug- 
boat Annie’ (WB), $20,000. 
Orpheum (Loew (2,900; 
55)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Kit 
Karson’ (UA), standing ’em up at 
the peak hours, despite brush-off by 


Served’ 


28-39-44- 


the local reviewers. Shouid garner 
very big $21.500. Last week. ‘Escape’ | 
| (M-G) and ‘Hullaballoo’ (M-G) (2d 
| wk), $17,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Tugboat 
| Annie (WB) (both continued run 
from Met). Should hit $9,500, very | 
| good. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) | 


and ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), $8,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50)— 
‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) (Ist run) and | 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) (3d run). Okay | 
for around $5,500. Last week, ‘No 
Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Westerner’ (UA) 
(both 2d run), $4,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Kit Car- 
son’ (UA). Headed for the big coin. 
about $16.500. Last week. ‘Escape’ 
(M-G) and ‘Hullaballoo’ (M-G) (both | 
\oldovers), assisted by hypo of B. C.- 
Georgetown football pix, came 
through with very good $14,700. 


inight of Dec. 


|} Thanksgiving 
| stanza’s gate to a smash $55,000, best 


| the 


|after eight-day 


; gross 


Holdovers Rule B'way; Tin Pan’ 2d 
And ‘Letter’-Ozzie Nelson’s 2d, Each 
Big $45,000; ‘NW’ 4th Week, $32,000 





This week’s Broadway take will, Rosemary Lane. 
|not total as much as for the prior 
| semester, 


due to holdovers in all 
major first runs, but a firmness in 
draw exists about which there is no 
complaint except in a couple spots. 
Much colder weather has set in but 
that is causing no apparent interfer- 
ence, nor does it appear as yet that 
Christmas shopping or budget-plan- 
ning 1s hurting. Shows are being set 
up, however, so that the better pic- 
tures available during December are 
being scheduled for the Christmas- 
New Year holidays. 

_ Very strong is ‘The Letter,’ now 
in its second week at the Strand 
with Ozzie Nelson on the stage. Hit- 
ting an excellent: $48,500 the first 
week, it may get as much as $45,000 
on the holdover, The past weekend 
was within less than $1,000 of the 
first. Having reached a decision to 
hold ‘Letter’ and Nelson for four 
weeks, the Strand is bringing in 
Humphrey Bogart Friday (6) for the 
final two as an added pre-Xmas 
strengthener, 

The Paramount has juggled its 
bookings so that the Jack Benny pic- 
ture, ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ will be 
brought in a week before Christmas, 
with Tommy Dorsey in person, Plan 
now is to have a special opening the 
17 with Benny and 
members of his radio troupe making 
appearances. Theatre today (Wed.) 
begins its fifth week of ‘North West 
Mounted,’ with Ray Herbeck’s band, 
Red Skelton and Rosemary Lane on 
the stage. Herbeck and Miss Lane 
remain for an additional week with 
‘Road to Burma’ but Skelton can’t 
because he has to go to the Coast. 
Henny Youngman may be brought 
in for the ‘Burma’ picture. ‘Mounted,’ 
Glen Gray, Skelton and Connie Rus- 
sell, hit $32.000 on the fourth week 
ending last night (Tues.), good profit. 

Also continuing in high is ‘Tin 
Pan Alley.’ now in its second sock 
week at the Roxy and likely to hit 
around $45,000. This past Sunday 
(1) beat the first in gross, something 
that’s unusual. A powerful teeoff 
(21) brought the first 


for any 20th-Fox film here in about 
two years. Universal’s ‘Spring Pa- 
rade,” however. topped it in October. 
‘Tin Pan’ begins its third week to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

‘Fantasia,’ currently in its third 
capacity week, hit close to $29,000 
last week (2d) with 31 seats added. 
On the first five days this week (3d) 
it has another $21,700 in the till and 
the advance sale is reported very 
heavy. Seats are now being sold 
four weeks in advance. 

‘Dictator’ went out of the Capitol 
last night (Tues.) after a very profit- 
able run of seven weeks. The final 


round was down considerably, how- 
ever, to $32,000. Picture remains 
indef at the Astor where it is doing 
all right though now a long distance 


from capacity. 


‘Bitter Sweet’ closes a 14-day en- 
sacement at the Music Hall tonight 
(Wed.). It got $88,000 the first week, 
good, but is off disappointingly on 
holdover at $65,000. ‘Thief of 
Bagdad’ opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Estimates for This Week 





Astor (1,012; 75-85 - $1.10 - $1.65- | 
$2.20)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (8th week). 
Sixth week was $14,500, while for 


the six days on the seventh through 


i Monday (2) the take slid to $9,000, a 


thinning profit. 


Capitol (4,520; 28-55-85-$1.10—‘Son | 
of Monte Cristo’ (UA) opens here | 
today (Wed.) after seven weeks of 
‘The Dictator’ (UA), final stanza be- 
ing $32,000. This was a rather sharp | 
drop from the sixth lap’s $47,000, 
though okay On the full engage- 
ment a fine profit for both UA and 
Metro 


Broadway (1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —Fantasia’ (Disney) (3d wk.) 
Still a sellout, with the advance sale 


declared hefty The full second 
week was near to $29,000, capacity, 
while the same is seen for this 


week (3d), first five days being $21,- 
700. 

Criterion (1,662; 
Parade’ (Rep) 


28-44-55-65) ‘Hit 
opens today (Wed.), 
after a week of ‘Dulcy’ (M-G) at 
$7,500, fairish. In ahead ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO) swell $12;000 warrant- 


|ing holdover but not retained. 


Globe (1,180; 25-35-55)—‘Blackout’ 
(UA). Indications point to good 
$9,000 and holds. Last week, second 
for ‘Angels Over Broadway’ (Col), 
$6,700, o.k. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55) — ‘Zorro’ 
(20th) and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), 
both 2d run. Goes out tonight (Wed.) 
run on which the 
will be -about $8,500, suitable. 
‘Rockne’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB) Ist run), on six days, 
only $5,500. 

Paramount 


(3,664; 35-55-85-99) — 


‘North West’ (Par) (5th week), Red | 


Skelton also 5th week, and opening 
today (Wed.) Ray Herbeck and 


The fourth leg for 
‘Northwest,’ plus Skelton, Glen Gray, 
Connie Russell, concluded last night 
(Tues.), good $32,000. third very 
stout $46,000. ‘Road Over Burma’ 
(Par) will come in Wednesday (11), 
with Herbeck and Miss Lane held 
over for that. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M- 
G) and Stage show (2d-final week). 
Down quite a bit at $65,000 on the 
holdover, but with $88,000 in the till 
for the first, a good profit is shown 
on one 14 days. ‘Thief of Bagdad’ 

moves in tomorrow i 
(Thurs.). a 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Dar 
Streets of Cairo’ (U). Opened oa 
day (30) and will probably eke out 
$5,000 or a bit better. mildish. ‘The 


Ape’ (Mono) only five days, weak 
$4,000. el i 
Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99) —‘Seven 


Sinners’ (U) (3d-final wk). Not do- 
ing well and lucky if hitting $11,000. 
Last week (2d) was $17,000. ‘Little 
Men’ (RKO) opens Saturday (7). 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85)— Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d wk). A bountiful business-getter, 
on second (current) week looking 
$45.000, more than the majority of 
pictures have done here over the 
past two years on first week. Initial 
seven days, including Thanksgiving, 
sock $55,000. Holds third stanza. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d run) and. on 
vaude bill, Cross and Dunn, Hart- 
mans, Van Alexander orch. Show 
doing all right at $21,000 or better. 
Last week, ‘Arise, My Love’ (Par) 
(2d run), plus Jack Teagarden, 
Frances Faye and Paul Gerrits, close 
to $25,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Letter’ (WB) and Ozzie Nelson, ->lus 
Harriet Hilliard, others (2d wk). 
Maintaining very potent pace and 
may hit $45,000 or near this week 
(2d), close to the first seven days’ 
$48,500. Holds four weeks, with 
Humphrey Bozart joining stage show 
Friday (6) for balance of 
ment. 


ngage- 


‘DULCY’-VAUDE $17,000, 
BETTE FINE 86, OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 8. 


‘The Letter’ is Omaha’s standout 


this week and will do better than 
$8,000, topping all Brandeis shows 
for the past three n ths. At the 
end of the seconc day “f the run a 
second week was z!:ready indicated. 


The Orpheum, continuing its high- 
ly successful stage-film combo policy, 
will step out with another high mark, 
$17,000 at least, for the Jan Garber- 


Billy Gilbert in person revue, plus 
‘Duley’ on the screen ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police,’ in its cond solo 
week at the Omaha, will do around 
$6,800, a very nice figure 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Wil! Singer) (1,590: 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Snit- 
fire.’ Over $8,000, big. Last week. 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Still 
Alive’ (RKO), good $7,800 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
55)—Dulcy’ (M-G) and Jan Garber 
orchestra plus Biilty Gilbert and 
vaude. Swell $17.00 Last week 
(10-30-40), ‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Quar- 
terback’ (20th), good $11,700. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-40-55) 


‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
| wk). Fair $6,800. Last week, big 
$14,500. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25) 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), ‘Kildare Home’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Glamour Sale’ 
(Col), ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) and 
‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) Looks 


| 


like about $800. Last week, ‘Married 
Adventure’ (Col), ‘Wyoming’ (M-G), 


split with ‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col), 
‘Devil’s Pipe Line’ (U), ‘Lion Has 
| Wings’ (UA), fair $700 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Trail Blazers’ (Rep), ‘Daltons 


Rode’ (U), ‘Before I Hang’ (RKO). 
triple, split with ‘Montana Skies’ 
(Rep). ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO), and 
‘Ice Frolics’ (WB). ‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
(WB), ‘Married Adventure’ (Col). 
Light $600. Last week. ‘Law and 
Order’ (U), ‘Girl God’s Country’ 
(Midwest), ‘Not So Tough’ (U), 
triple, split with ‘Stranger 3d Floor’ 
(RKO), ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), “Young 
America Flies’ (WB). and ‘Dodge 





| City’ (WB). ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M- 
|G), fair $700. 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 


| berg) (950: 300: 600; 25)—‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB), ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), 
solit with ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), 
i ‘Crowded Night’ (RKO) and ‘Men 
| Against Sky’ (RKO). Rather light 
$900. Last week, ‘Married Adven- 
iture’ (Col), ‘Wvoming’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), ‘Not 


Tough’ (U), ‘Ride Tenderfoot’ (Rep), 
fair $1,000 
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Philly Awakes; ‘Letter’ and ‘Alley’ 


Each $22,000, 


—_—— 


Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 

Republican Thanksgiving on Thurs- 
day (28), plus the huge influx of 
out-of-towners over the week-end 
for the Army-Navy game is giving 
a lift to biz in mid-city deluxers, and 
for the first time since a couple of 
weeks before election are the b.o.’s 
getting a new lease on life. 

Also helping is the introduction of 
new product, much of it on the top- 
notch side. Tied for top honors at 
the cash register are ‘Letter,’ at the 
Boyd, and ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ at the 
Fox, both heading for $22,000. 

‘Great Dictator’ bows out 
sesh at the Aldine after a six weeks 
spin. Other newcomers to the 
Philly scene are ‘Arizona’ and “Too 
Many Girls’—both on the okay side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 74-1.15)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (6th wk.). Gradual 
downward trend, with $9,000 for 
final stand at upped prices. Last 
week, $10.300. Chaplin’s opus 
grabbed just about $85,000 during its 
six week stay here. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Arise Love’ (Par) (3d run). Still 
plenty of spark with a nice $3,500 in 
the till. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par), fair $3,000 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2.560: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Letter’ (WB). Bullish $22,000. Last 
week. ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G), mediocre 
$11.600 for second week. 

Earle (2.758; 35-46-57-68)—‘Night 
Tropics’. (U) with Gray Gordon 
orchestra and stage show. So-so 
$19.500. 


week’s poor $19,000 for ‘Chartered 


Pilot?’ (20th) with Laurel-Hardy 
unit. 

Fox (WB) (2.423: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Zingy $22,000 
for initial ride. Last week. ‘Zorro’ 
(20th), finished strong to wind up 
with sood $13.000 for second round. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


—‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d wk.). 
Long run isn’t hurting any. Will 
clear a neat $5,000 for this inning. 
First week of second run, $6,800, | 
forte. 

Keith's (WB) (1,970; 35-46-68)— 
‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d run). Still getting 
fair coin after moveover with $4.500. 
Last week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) | 
bogged down in midstream and} 
brought a poor $2,900 for six days 
of second rin's second week. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-638) 
—Arizona’ (Col). Nice $16.000. 
Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G),| 


this | 


At that it’s outpointing last | 


‘Arizona Okay 166 


4 





move over to Roosevelt (Sterling), | 
nice $3,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— | 
‘Girl from Havana’ (Rep) and ‘Sandy | 
Gets Man’ (U) plus vaude, ‘Ice; 
Follies.’ Looking to strong $6,000. | 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and | 
‘Always Bride’ (WB) plus vaude, | 
$4,700, good. } 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 40-50-65) — ‘Northwest! 
Mounted’ (Par) (2d wk). Eyeing | 
neat $6,000. Last week, great $16,400. | 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- | 
50)-—‘Letter’ (WB). Released from | 
{Orpheum, where it did four days. 
Expects big $3,500. Last week (21- 
|25), ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Kildare | 
'Home’ (M-G) (2d run), big $2,500. | 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
16-32)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and 
\‘One Crowded Night’ (RKO) (3d 
irun). Anticipate fine $2,800. Last 
| week, ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) and 
| ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) (2d run) good 
$2,200. 


| 
| 
} 








DIETRICH 8146, 
D. C. LACKS 
STRENGTH 


Washington, Dec. 3. 

First test of Thursday openings as 
a city-wide policy took a licking first 
two days, but with Government pay- 
day falling on Saturday biz spurted | 
sharply. Even so, the stores appear | 
to be taking over for their annual | 
heyday and the b.o. is nothing to 
rave about. 

Capitol, big Loew’s vauder, is out 
in front with ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
and Earle, WB vaude spot, is second 
with ‘Lady With Red Hair,’ neither | 
Real profit this 
stanza lies in ‘Seven Sinners’ at | 
Keith’s and ‘Angels Over Broadway,’ | 











being pushed by the critics at Met. | 
Surprise still is way ‘Great Dictator,’ | 
now in its fourth week on the main 
stem, is holding up at $1.10 top. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- | 
66)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 


vaude. Some help via pit maestro 
Sam Jack Kaufman and organist Art | 
Brown feuding in stage show. Lead- | 
ing town with fair $14,500. Last | 


' $13,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ 


|divided with 


| ‘Red Hair’ (WB). 
days. 


(20th). 
Last week, 





‘Cherokee’ (Par) 
| bad for five days. 

| $teart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,884; 10-25-35-40-55)—‘Seven Sin- 
iners’ (U). Very light $3,000. House 
returned to regular 40c top for this 
one after jump in prices last nine 
days. Last week, 
Mounted’ (Par), nine days, super 
$9,000, best money hereabouts in 


years. 

Variety (Noble - Federer) (1,100; 
10-20-25)—Dreamin’ Loud’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO). Average 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Gang of Mine’ 
(Mono) and “‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), 
okay $1,900. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Letter’ (WB). It’s a money 
humdinger thus fa., and appears to 
have the stuff to stay high all week. 
About $3,700 likely. Last week, 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO), good $3,500, 





“ALLEY CINCY’S 


SOLE DRAW, 136 


Cincinnati, Dec. 38. 

Natives are giving major pic 
parlors the go-by this week and 
exhibs are blaming so-so product 
and early Yule shopping for the b.o. 
letdown, 

Of the four fresh releases cur- 
rently, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ is the only 
winner. It is stirring up merry cage 
music for the Albee. Palace has a 
sad disappointer in ‘Seven Sinners.’ 
Same is true of the Grand for ‘Lady 
with Red Hair.’ Lyric has a miss- 
out in ‘Kit Carson.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Excellent 
(WB), 
swell $12,000. Lew Valentine’s ‘Dr. 
I. Q.’ Monday night quiz series on 
NBC originated a five-week run here 
Nov. 25. 

Capitol 





(RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— 


|‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) (3d wk). 


Very good $5,500 after last week’s 


| (2d) big $8,500. Pic pulled a wham 


$14.500 on first round. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


| ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) and ‘Laddie’ 


(RKO), split with ‘Trail Lonesome 


Pine’ (Par) and ‘Murder Night’ 
| (Ind). Average $2,000. Same last 
week on ‘Phantom Chinatown’ 


(Mono) and ‘Ride Tenderfoot’ (Rep), 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) 
and ‘Round Mountain’ (Par). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
Poor $2,500 for six 
Last week, ‘Night Tropics’ 
(U), fair $6,000. 

Keith’s ‘(Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Letter’ (WB). Moveover from Albee 


crawled up at the stretch to finish | week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G), strong | for second week. Nice $4,500. Ditto 


with okay $15,000 after miserable 
opening. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO), Just 
topped par with $4.700. Last week. 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO), pulled after 


netting only $3,600 for six days of 
second round. 


ESCAPE’ FINE $7,200 
IN STRONG SEATTLE 


Seattle, Dec. 8. 
‘Escape’ and ‘South of Suez’ are 
being heavily plugged in the press as 
they open at Fifth and Orpheum 
respectively. Liberty ends oke run 
of ‘The Westerner’ and is back to 
duals. ‘Arise’ 
Box while ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
holds at Paramount after great first 
session. ‘Bitter Sweet’ 

days of third week at Blue Mouse. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Arise’ (Par) 
‘Christmas in July’ 





(Par). 


wins move to Music | 


and 
Shifted 


$21,500. | 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 75-$1.10) 
|—‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d run) (2d wk.). 
Fourth week downtown holding for 
above-average $6,000. Last week, 
same pic took big $9,500. | 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— | 
| ‘Red Hair’ (WB) and vaude. Good | 
| word of mouth on stage bill, head | 
by Davidson and Forgie’s badminton 
playing. Even so, won't better fair | 
| $12,500. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) 
big $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Dietrich get- 
ting ’em for okay $8,500. Last week, 


‘You’ll Find Out’ (RKO), adequate | 
$7,500. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Angels | 


Broadway’ (Col). Can thank critics | 
for showing this one to good $6.000. | 
Last week, “‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), | 
average $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)—‘Es- 
cape’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Holding for 
good $10,000. 


doing five | 000. 


Bette Sweet $3,700, 
‘Arise’ 3!4G, Lincoln 


from Fifth Avenue, doing $2.800. ex- Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 3 

»e] al 12 , “r neo? € } co . is cag 

cellent. Last week Zorro’ (20th) Combo of the early Xmas pinch 
‘YW, 4 . . ° 

and ‘Young People’ (20th) (nine. and light pix is keeping most of the 


davs), $2,900, okay. 
Coliseum ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-36)—‘Foreign Correspond- 


ent’ (UA) and ‘Rangers of Fortune’ 
former ; . 
helps for very big $4,700. Last week, | ‘Arise My Love’ is doing all right. 


(Par) (2d run). Stressing 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G) (2d run), great 
$4,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 30-40-50) -—- ‘Escape’ (M-G) 
and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G). Nifty ad 
campaign ups to around fine $7,200. 
Last week, ‘Arise’ (Par) and ‘Christ- 
mas in July’ (Par), $7.300, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 

“*"Angels Over Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Blackout’ (UA). Indicating fine 
$6,000 and debating holdover. Last 
week, ‘Westerner’ (UA), smart $4,000. 

Music Box (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 
and ‘Memories’ (20th) (3d wk, five 
days). Expect okay $1,700, making 
way for ‘Mounted.’ Last week, big 
$3,100. 


loca] houses from startling anybody, 
but grosses are basically healthy and 
better than usual for this season. 

It’s the ‘Letter’ which rattling 
the change most merrily, 


is 


‘Seven Sinners’ is on the weak side. 
Surprise of the week was the fail- 
;ure to keep ‘North West Mounted’ 
more than nine days. It appeared 
| to have stature enough for two good 
| Stanzas, and was up to $9,000 when 
|it left town. It was yanked right on 
| the heels of big ads announcing the 
.O.. and no explanation given, 
Estimates for This Week 
' Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
| (750; 10-15) — ‘Man Remember’ 
(RKO) and ‘Texas Skies’ (Rep) split 
with ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and 
‘Pinto Basin’ (U). Fair $700. Last 
, week, ‘Ride, Tenderfoot’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Career’ (RKO), split with ‘Beauty 
| Asking’ (RKO) and ‘West Abilene’ 
| (Col), light last half, but first pair 


Last week, nice $17,- Brooklyn, Dec. 3. 


while | 


last week for ‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d 
} run). 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 


‘Kit Carson’ (U-A). No dice at $3,000. 
Same last week on ‘Dreaming Loud’ 
(RKO). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Awful $5,000. 
Last week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO), 
dandy $12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 


‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO). Trans- 
ferred from Palace for second week. 
Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Bitter 


Sweet’ (M-G) (2d run), fairly good 
$3,500. 





‘VOYAGE’ 20G, B’KLYN 


‘Mounties’ H.O. Swell $19,000—‘Girls’ 
and ‘Annie’ Each 16G 








Loew’s Metropolitan with ‘Long 


|} Voyage Home’ and ‘Wyoming,’ ane 


Fabian Paramount with ‘North West | 


Mounted 
Prince’ 


RKO 


Police’ 
are 


and ‘Father Is a 
major money makers. 
Albee displaying ‘Too Many 
Girls’ and ‘Give Us Wings’ and 
Fabian Fox’s ‘Tugboat Annie and 
‘Cherokee Strip’ doing neck-and- 
neck biz. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Give 
| Us Wings’ (U). Bright $16,000. Last 
week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Laddie’ (RKO), so-so $15,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Cherokee’ 
(Par). Nice $16,000. Last week, 
‘Christmas July’ (Par) and ‘Girls 21’ 
(Col), good $16,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
Voyage Home’ (UA) and ‘Wvoming’ 
(M-G). First rate $20,000. Last week 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Golden Fleec- 
ing’ ‘MG), swell $19,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
and ‘Father Prince’ (WB) (2d week). 





| carried to good $900. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) | 


Healthy $19,000. Last week, magnifi- 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | (1,503; 10-25-40 )—‘Arise Love’ (Par), | C¢2t $32,000. 


(2.600: 20-40-50) —‘South of Suez’ 
(WB) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U). An- 


ticipate $4600. Last week, ‘Letter’ 
(WB) and ‘Calling Husbends’ (WB) 
(2d wk), held only four days to 


' All right $3,500. 
| Kelly’ (M-G), only so-so, $3,200. 


| Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount) (1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Round 
Mountain’ (Par) and ‘Charter Pilot’ 


Last week, ‘Nellie | 


Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Street 
Memories’ (20th). Quiet $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) and 
‘Won't Talk’ (Col), passable $4,500. 


Not doing bad, maybe -— 
an 
|‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), $1,700, not so 


‘North West | 





Frisco Hobbling with Five Hs; 
Red Hair’ $10,000, Tropics’ 815 





‘Tin Pan Alley’ Tuneful 
$5,800 As Port. Leader 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 3. 

‘Tin Pan Alley,’ at the Orpheum 
after extensive pre-bally, looks like 
a winner. 

Two good h.o.s are ‘Bitter Sweet,’ 
in second stanza at the UA, and ‘No 
Time for Comedy,’ holding up well 
at the Broadway for a few extra 
days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Holding ten 


days to good $7,600 total. First 
week hit high $6,400. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—You'll Find Out’ 
(RKO). Fair $2,400. Last week, 
third of ‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Slight- 
ly Tempted’ (U), average $2,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—'Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) and ‘Married Adventure’ 
(Col). Answering to extensive bally 
and looks like great $5,800. Last 
week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), closed a 
second week for nice $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘South Suez’ (WB) 
and ‘Christmas July’ (Par). Good 
$5,200. Last week, ‘You'll Find Out’ 
(RKO) and ‘Lady in Question’ (Col), 
disappointing $4,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
$5-40-50)—Bitter Sweet,’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Satisfactory $4,300. First week, 
strong $6,000. 


‘Arise’ OK $8,000, 
Escape’ Ditto 76, 
Pre-Xmas L ville 





— 


Louisville, Dec. 3. 

Biz in downtown houses is just 
beginning to feel the inroads of the 
Christmas shopping season, and 
while streeis are swarming with 
women and children, it’s pretty evi- 
dent that they are more interested 
in the department stores than they 
are in the cinema shops. Most of 
the heavy turnout of shoppers is 
confined to week-ends, Saturday 
being particularly busy on the main 
stem. Still, downtown film houses 
are making no compiaints, as biz is 
showing no more slump than is nor- 
mal for this time of year. 

Leaders on current week are 
Loew’s with ‘Escape’ on a dual, and 
| Rialto with ‘Arise My Love,’ coupled 




















| with ‘Night at Earl Carroll's.’ Both 
jare pacing for about average re- 
| turns, with the Rialto having a 


slight edge. Otherwise, biz is on the 
average order in the other houses. 
Memorial Aude will be pretty 
busy this week, with The Lunts in 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ Tuesday 
(3); Ballet Russe Wednesday (4), 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— 





(1,400, 15-30-40)—‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th). Looks like 
okay $2,000 on moveover from 
| Rialto. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
|(M-G) and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 
|(M-G), on moveover from Loew’s 


| State, pretty good $1,700. 


| Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 


15-25) 


edy’ (WB). Grabbing some of the 
;}downtown shopping trade, and 
should hit healthy $1,700. Last week, 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and ‘I 
| Want Divorce’ (Par), managed okay 
| $1,600. 


Loew’s State (Iwew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Won't 
Talk’ (Col). Doing alright, consid- 


ering the increased Xmas shopping 
| activity on the main stem, and while 
not moving any too briskly, should 
garner satisfactory $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), while not out- 
caeting draw, took fair enough $7,- 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Letter’ (WB). Pacing for 
about usual second-week’s biz, prob- 
ably $3,000, fair enough. Last week, 
excellent $4,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40) — ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and 
| ‘Night Ear! Carroll's’ (Par), Every- 
| thing considered, looks like pretty 
|good $8,000. Last week, ‘Zorro’ 
| (20th) and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), 





grabbed satisfactory $8,500 and 
| moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
, 15-30-40)—“Hit Parade 1941’ (Rep) 


,and ‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep). Moving 
| along for slightly under average re- 
turns, probably $2,800, mild. Last 
week ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Train’ (20th), ve good $4,500. 


a 


i'—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘No Com- | 





San Francisco, Dec. 3. 

With five hol!dovers on Market 
street this week, things are quiet, 
Only new pictures are ‘Lady with 
Red Hair’ and ‘East of the River’ at 
the Warfield, and ‘Night in Tropics' 
plus ‘Lone Wolf Keeps a Date’ at the 
Orpheum, with Abbott & Costello 
fans the major asset. 

‘Great Dictator’ stays on at the 
United Artists and wil! remain 
fourth week, but it’s beginning to 
look slightly like a forced run, g)}- 
though house has done a nifty selling 
job all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) — 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Haunieg 
Honeymoon’ (M-G) (2d wk). Tune- 
ster going great guns for $12,000 on 
holdover, First week, fine $20,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44- 
55)—You’ll Find Out’ (RKO) ana 
vaude (2d wk). Only fair $9,200. 
First week, very good $16,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
— Night Tropics’ (U) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Date’ (Col). Heavy selling of Abbott 
& Costello moving this along to 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Bit of Heaven’ 


(U) and ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col), 
$7,800. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-40- 
50) — ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) (2a wk). Will 
get $8,000 on second frame, after cvl- 
lecting $14,000 first week. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1.475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) (3d wk). Second move-over 
week looks like nice $5,500 after 
healthy $6,600 last week. 


United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 75- 
| $1.10-$1.35) — ‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d 
|wk). Looks like $12,000. Will stay 
fourth week. Last (2d) week, $15,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-40-50) 
—‘Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘East River’ 
(WB). Will do well to pile up aver- 
age $10,000. Last (3d-final) week of 
‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and ‘Eyes 
Navy’ (M-G), did almost as well at 





| $9,000. 





‘ESCAPE’ ROSY $15,000, 
BALTO PRETTY GOOD 


Baltimore, Dec. 8 

It’s all ‘Escape,’ here this week 
with Loew’s Century, mopping up 
from the tee-off. Strongly sold via 
|mewspaper ads and radio spots, 
Shearer-Taylor opus is cashing in on 
rave reviews and laudatory word of 
mouth. 

Rest of town just fair with h.c-s of 
| ‘The Letter,’ at the Stanle y, and ‘Tin 
| Pan Alley,’ at the New, both holding 
| for continued good response 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) — ‘Escape’ (M-G). Leading 
town in socko style with extra rosy 





| $15,000, Last week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
| (M-G), quite steady at $11,800 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 


15-28-39-44-55-66 )—‘Escape to Glory’ 
(Col) plus vaude. Not faring so well 
with rather mild $10,500 possible. 
Last week, ‘You’ll Find Out’ «RKO) 
|}and vaude, held nicely at $12,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after one 


| week of “Rangers Fortune’ «Par) at 
| mild $5,500. 


| New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 

44)—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d wh). 
| Maintaining very healthy pace 10 
| possible $6,000, after extra good 


| $9,400 on opening round. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
| 55)—‘Letter’ (WB) (2d wk). Swell 
$8,500, after banging out a very bg 
$16,300 in initial sesh. 





LaCrosse Resumes Jan. 6 





Madison, Wis., Dec. &. 

With the oft delayed LaCrosse The- 
|atres Co. anti-trust suit against Pat- 
|amount Distributing Corp. and vari- 
| ous co-defendants for $1,476,900 dam- 
| ages expected to occupy Judge Pat- 
|rick T. Stone and a mixed jury 30 
Federal court here for five or #1* 
| weeks, counsel for both sides in 4 
|conferenze with the court agreed, 1? 
order to avoid another probabie })- 
'terruption by the Yuletide holidays 
that the present recess would con- 
tinue until Jan. 6. 

| When trial is resumed on the 
it is expected it will be carried riz" 
| through to its conclusion. 


t caie 


Me 


: 


¥ 


i 











we Pre nNltl—Y 


Me 


yes: 


¥ 








Wednesday, December 4, 


— 


1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


11 





Mpls. Has Relapse; 
Kyser $4,500, Profile Fair $1,900 





Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 

Usual pre-Christmas boxoffice 
damper, coming earlier than usual, 
js casting its shadow over the local 
loop which would be plenty gloomy 
even without this adverse factor. 
Abnormally bad weather and gen- 
erally unsatisfactory business con- 
ditions are the big flies in the oint- 
ment, and a brief upward surge, in 
evidence the past fortnight, has been 
quickly arrested. Twenty below zero 
cold yesterday (Monday) and today 
js certainly no b.o. stimulant. 

Current lineup of attractions won't 
gtem the downward flow. 

After two tremendous weeks at 
the State at advanced prices, ‘North- 
west Mounted Police’ has moved 
ever to the Century for an extension 
ef its loop first-run, It continues to 
elick. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
Wildcat’ (U) and ‘World in Flames’ 
(Par), first-runs. Looks like satis- 
factory $1,600 for five days. ‘Pastor 
Hall’ (UA) and ‘Sandy Gets Man’ 
(U), also dual _first-runs, come 
Wednesday (11). Last week, ‘Devil's 
Pipe Line’ (U) and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), 
first-runs, split with ‘Fargo Kid’ 
(RKO) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO), also 
first-runs, first combo in for six days 
and latter for four, okay $2,106. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 35-44- 
65)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Following two big weeks at 
the State, this one now is quartered 
here and should cop eminently satis- 
factory $4,000, plus at least one more 
week. Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ 
(U), $4,200, pretty good. 


Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)— 
"Angels Wings’ (Col) (re-issue). Hit- 
ting pretty fair 800. Last week, 
‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono), four days, 
light $300. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28) 


‘Christmas July’ (Par). Best bet this 
house has had in many a week. 
Headed for fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO), $2,200, fair. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
39-44) —‘You’ll Find Out’ (RKO). 
Only light $4,500 for Kay Kyser pic 
Last week, ‘Bit of Heaven’ <U) and 
stage show, including Gloria Jean, 
‘Ink Spots’ and Harry Jame;’ orches 
tra, big $16,000. 


State’ (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Arise Love’ (Par). Weather 
crimping this to fairish $6,500. Last 
week, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
(2d wk), $9,200, very big after 
gigantic $15,500 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39) 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) split with 


‘Argentine Way’ (20th). First neigh- 
borhood showings. Fair $2.300 indi- 


cated. Last week, ‘Howards’ (Col), 
first nabe showing, fair $2,200. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55)—‘Great Profile’ (20th). 


Not getting better than $1,900, fair 
Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d 
wk), okay $2,000 after pretty good 
$6,500 first week at Orpheum. 


‘ALLEY’ COPS DENVER 
HONORS WITH $12,500 


Denver, Dec. 3 
‘Tin Pan Alley,’ coupled with 
Charter Pilot,’ at the Denver are 
@asy winners in this week’s b.o. race 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 25-40) 
‘Zorro’ (20th), after a week at the 
Denver. Nice $4,000. Last week ‘City 
Conquest’ (WB), also $4,500 after a 
week at the Denver. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 95-35-40) 


—You'll Find Ont? (RKO) and 
‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO), after a 
week at the Orpheum. Poor $2.000 
ast week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). 
after a week at the Orplreum, strong 
at $4,000. . 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,759; 25-35- 
40)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Fine $5,000 on the hoo. 
strong at $8,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-25-40}— 
Pit Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Charter 
wank A psa ae $12,500. Last 
(U), $14,000" and ‘Sandy Man 


Last M eels 


Moelle Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
‘urder’ (M-G). Good $8,000. Last 
week, “You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and 
emedy Riches’ (RKO). nice $11.000. 
gf atamount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
(20h) (WB) and ‘Youth Served’ 
Tugs Okay $5,000. Last week, 
Moe oat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Melody 
nlight’ (Rep), very nice $5,500. 

a alto (Fox) (878: 
cont (WB), after a week at 
‘Nobod le Denver and Aladdin, and 
$2,300 y : Children’ (Col). At around 
Parad, , Une. Last week, ‘Spring 
the De (U), after a week at each 
tive P nver and Aladdin, and ‘Fugi- 
rison Camp’ (Col), nice $2,500 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) | 


25-40 )—‘City | 


y 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
. \ $1,580,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 170 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Nu. 23 
Total Gross Same Week 
Bas Fees... ....... . $1,376,200 
(Based on 26 cities, 167 theatres) 


MOUNTIES 276 
SIGHTING PITT. 
RECORD 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. 

(Best Exploitation: Senator) 

| ‘North West Mounted Police’ at 
|Penn making it pretty tough for 
everything else in town this week. 
DeMille opus is chalking up a sen- 
sational gross, and may even top 
$27,000. Next best showing is ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ at Senator, where musical 
got away fast and is maintaining ex- 
cellent nace for highly profitable ses- 
sion. Gets a second week and man- 
,agement is looking for a third. 


‘Lady with Red Hair’ and Lcocuella 
Parsons troupe only faring so-so at 
Stanley, while ‘Seven Sinners’ isn’t 
getting much attention at Fulton. 

For ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ Senator tied 
in with radio on amateur songwrit- 
| ing contests, had a travelling truck 
made up to look like interior of old- 
fashioned song shop, with a guy 
| singing and playing, and herded to- 

gether flock of veteran song-pluggers 
for reactions and subsequent en- 
| thusiasms, 

Estimates for This Week 

















Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 25-40) — 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Finding the go- 
ing vretty rough Notices were | 


mixed and film will be lucky to get 
$4,700. pretty drab considering fact 
it had a legal holiday and a couple 
of the school variety. Sticks two 
extra days. with house taking off 
with ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
(6). Last week, ‘Zorro’ 
wound up strong, doing 
$2,600 in tour days of third week. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-40-60) 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par). 
House getting advanced prices and 
film is blazing along for what may 
mount 
Stays for 
probably 
night 


Su 


(20th), 


second week and then 
moves to Warner for fort- 
more, Last week, ‘Bitter 
eet’ (M-G), pretty ordinary $14,- 
000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘Bitter 
Sweet’ (M-G). Moved here to cash 
in. on post-holiday influx and doing 


enough to get into the black. Around 
$2,800. Last week, ‘World in Flames’ 
(Par) and ‘Always Bride’ (WB), in 
the dog-house at $1,700 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 25-35-50) 
“Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) Musical 
well-liked and clicking a merry tune 
at the b.o. Looks like $10,000 at 
east, which is a new record for this 
spot. Senator now getting all prod- 
uct previously lined up for Alvin, 


closed because of roof collapse. Last 
week, ‘Won't Talk’ (Col) and ‘Be- 
fore I Hang’ (Col), in four days 
about $1,400 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 
‘Red Hair’ (WB) and L Par- 
sons’ unit Picture well-received 
and columnist’s unit has a lot of 
marquee pull, but combo doesn’t 
seem to be clicking. For one thing, 
competish is awfully tough. Doesn't 


look like 


‘ lls 
uelila 


than $15,500. 
I yn | ( Last 


) p 
), $17,000, under 


more 
is the color of crn 
week, ‘Letter’ (WB 
exvectations but still excellent. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Letter’ (WB) Moved here to con- 
tinue downtown first-run and 
very well Should better $6,000, 
hich i od, and if that pace 
fora 
‘Dancing 
Annie’ 


VW i 

up, film mav go to Ritz 

week. Last week, 

(Par) and ‘“Tugboat 
| depressing $3,500. 


‘ESCAPE’ BIG $10,800, 


Keeps 
third 


(WB), 





Kansas City, Dec. 3. 


Line-up of films doesn’t hit the 
high average magnetism of past 


‘ARISE’ $6,800 IN K. C. 








which started with a bang up 
Thanksgiving and Saturday-Sunday 
trade. Othér managers claimed same 
trouble, couple attributing it to 
early shopping cut-in and others to 
cold and wet weather. Although 
likewise experiencing the drop-off 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ made the grade as 
a holdover in the Fox-Midwest 
houses, Esquire and Uptown. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—’Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d wk). “ur- 
rently running above rate of usual 
holdovers, with Uptown besting the 
loop-located Esquire slightly. Nice 
$5,800, after opening week’s good 
$10,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Won't Talk’ 
(Col). Fine $10,800. Last week, | 
‘Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Nobody's Chil- 
dren’ (Col), at raised prices, had a 
good start, but slacked up after Sun- 
day to $13,000, good, but not what 


Nellie Kelly’ N.G. 


Pre-Holiday Gloom Settles Over L.A., 


15G, ‘Angels’ 126; 


Escape’ $6,000; Dictator’ Tapers Off 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... ... $311,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year........ ; $298,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 





was expected. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10-28- | 
44)—‘Arise Love’ (Par). Getting a | 
better than average play to $6,800. | 
Last week ‘City Conquest’ (WB), | 
$6,400, satisfactory. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Voyage Home’ (UA) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB). Average $5,800. Last 
week ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Still Alive’ (RKO), $8,800, very good, 
but not expectations. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Caballero’ (20th), with Will Rock’s 
Thurston magic show on stage. Sec- 
ond appearance of mystic here in 
year, but drawing power seems un- 
impaired. Getting nice $7,200. Last 
week ‘Sandy Gets Man’ (U), with 
Lum and Abner heading stage bill, 
brought them in for one of better 
weeks of season, $7,800. 


‘Bitter Sweet’ $15,000, 
‘Arizona’ 136, ‘Alley’ 
Big, Prov. Thankful 


Providence, Dec. 3. 

(Best Exploitation: RKO Albee) | 
Hypoed by Thanksgiving holiday | 
sendoff, most stands are finding | 
grosses in the higher brackets. ‘Ari- | 
zona’ playing Strand at upped prices, 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ at Majestic, and ‘Bit- 
ter Sweet’ at Loew’s State are lead- 
ing the list. Kay Kyser doing nicely | 
with ‘You'll Find Out’ at RKO Albee. 
Free radio plugs following Kyser’s 














| weekly radio show, co-op ads and de- 
|partment and chain drug store tie- 


|ups featured RKO Albee’s campaign 


| for 
| versity 


‘You'll Find Out.’ 


network 


Brown Uni- 
stunt had students 


| competing for free ducats to first 15 


on Friday | 


around | 


to a fancy $27,000 or over. | 


doing | 


Dime’ | 


; end 


| 


week and total gross will be down | 


one-third or more. 
‘Escape.’ double billed at the Mid- 
land, and in second place ‘Arise My 
Love’ solo at the Newman. 
Tendency of town to hit the wick- 
ets hard on week-ends and drop off 
in mid-week was emphasized last 
week, and caused sharp dechine last 
three days of week. Characteristic 
let-down was so great that Orpheum 


Out in front is | 


to identify set of Kyser records. 
Loew’s State also manged to cor- 


ner some free space with Jeanette 
MacDonald’s visit to city for one- 
night concert stand night before 


‘Bitter Sweet’ opening 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and ‘Lad- 
die’ (RKO). House holding fairly 
steady for good $7,700 Last week 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), okay $6,200 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Charter 
Pilot’ (20th) (2d run). Snappy pace 
with promising $3.500. Last week 
‘Zorro (20th) and ‘Always Bride’ 
(WB) (2d run), good $3,000 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.000: 15-28 ) ‘Mel- 
ody Ranch’ (Rep) and ‘Devil’s Pipe- 
line’ (U). Strong pair hereabout 
pacing to nice $4.000 Last week 
Wagon Train’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 
Devils’ (Indie) (re-issue). good $3.500 

Maiestic (Fay) (2.200: 28-39-50) 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Street 
Memories’ (20th). Spurting to hefty 
$12,000 and may carry over Last 
Vv eek ‘Letter’ (WB) and Charter 
Pilot’ (20th). strone $10.000 

State (Loew) (3.200: 28-39-50) 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Won't 
Talk’ (Col) Nice $15.000 expected 
Last week ‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Hul- 
labaloo’ (M-G), okav $13.000 

Strand (Indie) (2.000: 35-50-65) 
‘Arizona’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ 
(Col) Riding the crest it} W 
$13.000 yotted Last week ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ (Ren) end Sout Kara! 

J $5.500 


‘ARISE’ 8'2G, MONTREAL 


‘Escape’ 2d Sturdy $7,900—‘What 
They Wanted’ Good $6,500 
Montreal, Dec. 3. 


‘Arise, My Love’ should take major 
of purse currently with good 
$8,500. ‘Escape’ repeater a_ close 
runner-up. Balance average and 
mediocre, but ‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ sighting for nice $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—- 
‘Arise Love’ 


(Par). Fine $8,500 in | 
sight. Last week, repeat ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G), good $6,700. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘What They Wanted’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Still Alive’ (RKO). Pointing to 


good $6,500. Last week, ‘Night Train 


Munich’ (Regal) and ‘Bad Little An- | 


| gel’ (M-G), very nice $7,309. 


Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Still click- 


|ing for good $7,000, after handsome 


failed to hold over ‘You'll Find Out,’ |! 


$12,000 last week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 


| (M-G) 








‘GIRLS-HERMAN 


$20,000, DET. 
SNAPPY 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

Although December has come in 
and Detroit is on one of the biggest 
shopping sprees in its history, there 
is no evidence here yet of the sea- 
sonal falling off in biz. Last week 
the Michigan cracked all its records 
for a double feature bill with ‘North 
West Mounted’ and ‘A Night at Earl 
Carroll’s,’ and for the first time in 
nearly two years held over a show. 
Price had been upped to a holiday 
schedule for the run. House isn’t 
looking for anything like its terrific 
rst week since two weeks usually 
is too much, but the gross still will 
be up to 
combinations have pulled. 

Fox, with a stage show headed by 
Woody Herman’s orchestra, and ‘Too 





and looks to head the town. 

That set-up meant a windfall to 
two of the houses which usually con- 
tinue the runs of major pictures 
downtown. In the case of the Adams 


| the Fox booking in of a band, gave 
| them a whack at 


last week’s Fox 
picture, “Tin Pan Alley’ while it was 
still going strong. In the case of the 
Palms-State, while it didn’t get the 
usual strong picture from the Michi- 
gan, the bookings landed it ‘City for 
Conquest’ and ‘Haunted Honeymoon,’ 
which are pushing it to five figures. 
United Artists, while not exciting, 
will do all right with ‘Little Nellie 
Kelly’ and ‘Gallant Sons,’ which 
gives the downtown belt its custom- 
ary three houses with new bills. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Plane 
Robbery’ (Col). Moving over the 
pic from the Fox, where it 
was going big, will help this one to a 
sweil $8,506. Last week, ‘Zorro’ 
(20th) and ‘Young People’ (20th), 
with ‘Zorro’ in its second week after 
tarting at the Fox, okay $6,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 
Woody Herman band on stage. Looks 
for a choice $20,000. Last week, ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ 
(Col), showed plenty of strength and 
finished with a big $19,000. 


former 


~)) 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
44-50-65) — ‘North West Mounted’ 
(Par) and ‘Night Earl Carroll’s’ (Par) 

2d wk). Looks like $15,000 after last 
veek'’s walloping $27,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 

5000: 30-40-55) —‘City Conquest’ 

WB) ind ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 

1-G) Nice $11,000 Last week 
‘Arise Love (Par) and ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB), on moveover from 
Michigan, gocd $8,000 

United Artists (United Detroit) | 
(2.000: 30-40-55) ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G). 
Just fair $9.000. Last week, ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’ 


(2d wk). came out with o.k. 
$9,000 after $12,000. 





‘No- 
Should be 


‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 
body’s Children’ (Col). 
around $3,500, ns.g. Last week, 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.), fair $3,500. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 


‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) and ‘Love, 
Honor’ (U). Not above $3,500, good 


enough. Last week, third repeat of 
‘Dictator’ (UA) faded to $5,000. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 
Good $2,000 in sight. 
‘Battements de Coeur’ 


Last 


| good enougn $1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
‘A La 
Pointing to good} ™ 
and ; time, 


34)—‘Paradis Perdu’ 
Maniere de...’ 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Pieges’ 
‘Coup de Bourse,’ good $5,200. 


and 


. 4 ——- 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Although week-end biz perked up 
somewhat for regular change houses, 
holiday blues have descended on 
bulk of first runs in town. Biggest 
disappointment is failure of ‘Little 
Nellie Kelly’ to click, and week at 
the State and Chinese is hitting a 
very low level. Several holdovers 
are doing as well as could be ex- 





pected, although takes have fallen off 
materially over last week. 


‘Great Dictator’ winds up its grind 
run at the United Artists (7) after 
three weeks and three days, but 
continues indefinitely on two-a-day 
basis at the Carthay Circle. Only 
other new shows are ‘Angels Over 
Broadway’ and ‘Night in Tropics’ at 
the Pantages and RKO and ‘Wildcat 
Bus’ and ‘Drums Over Desert’ at the 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d 
wk). Fell short of anticipations on 
second stanza, and wili likely get a 


very weak $7,500 this time. Last 
week, so-so $11,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) 


and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G). Just isn’t 
any interest in this pair and house 
will be lucky if it garners $6,000. 
Last week ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Caballero’ (20th), big $12,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Letter’ (WB) (2d wk). After big 
first week Bette Davis opus is gar- 
nering good $6,700. First week 
brought excellent $11,900. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 44- 
55) —‘Escape’ (M-G). Started fairly 
good, and looks like $6,000 on the 
week. Last week, (3d-final) ‘Voy- 
age Home’ (UA), okay $2,900. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 





what some of the weak | 


25-50) —‘Cavalcade d'Amour.’ 
week, 
(5th wk.), 


—‘Spring Parade’ (U) (second week 
on continued first run). Should add 


| $4,000 on holdover after first week, 
| following 10 days at Pantages and 


RKO, which brought in just under 


| $7,000. Remains a third week. 
Many Girls’ is moving along briskly | 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Letter’ (WB) (2d wk). Good $6,- 
300 in sight. Last week big $12,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 


—Wildcat Bus’ (RKO) and ‘Drums 
Desert’ (Mono) plus stage show. 


Poor $6,000. Last week, second runs, 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55 )— 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U). Way off with rest of 
the town and so-so $5,500 the an- 
swer. Last week ‘Too Many Girls’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sandy Gets Man’ (U), 
just under $5,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75 )—‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Give Us Wings’ (U) plus stage show. 
House went dis! currently, hotding 
‘Arise Love’ for second week and 
bringing in ‘Wings’ to bolster. Jerry 
Colonna dropped out of stage show 
on second stanza. Around $12,000 in 





sight. Last week ‘Arise’ solo, neat 
$17,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)—- 
‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U). Okay $6,700. Last 
week “Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 
‘Sandy’ (U), weak $6,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-44- 
55)—‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Hul- 
labaloo’ (M-G). Fair $9,000. Last 
week ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Caballero’ (20th), big $17,400. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
83-$1 10-$1.65) ‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d- 


final wk). With three days added to 
final stanza will probably garner ad- 
ditional $7,500, none too good. Sec- 
ond week, just hit $10,000 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,414; 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
lero’ (20th). Moveover hitting 
cellent pace 200 ‘Alley’ 
ably Last week. Bitter S veet’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chan’ (20th), healthy at 
$6,700. 


WEATHER STALLS M-G 
CREW AT BOYS TOWN 


Omaha, Dec. 3. 

Late fall weather isn’t improving 
the tempers of O. O. Dull and his 
_ Metro crew filming scenes at Boys 
| Town for ‘Men of Boys Town.’ Al- 
| ready 20 days or more behind sched- 
ule, the crew, set to do 12 days 
shooting, has to sit around while the 
| typical late fall fogs hang low and 
| dark, cloudy days come and go. In 
| contrast with this, the crew, during 
'the filming of the original ‘Boys 
| Town’ had a month of blazing clear 
hot days. 
| As soon as the townfolk discov- 
ered that Spencer Tracy and Mickey 
Roonéy were not with the outfit and 
that everything was being done in 
| the way of long shots with stand-ins, 
| they started giving the technicians a’ 
| good !etting-alone. Whole days pass 
| with not a single observer. Last 
the police had to clear the 
\ ground for shooting. 


30-44-55) 
‘Cabal- 
eX- 
at $7 prob- 


holds 
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12 FILM REVIEWS ARIETY Wednesday, December 4, 1919 
os eames 
y — ° his prospective son-in-law as a tem- ar Streets f ° 
Son of Monte Cristo SECOND CHORUS Miniature Reviews porary embezzler to buy wildcat Dark oO Cairo 
n j SON mining stock, and then holds off the | Universal release of Joseph G. Sanforg 
United Artists release of Edward Smal! | (WITH SONGS) , Boreas ia th Mickey Finn | production, Fesiures Sigrid Gurie, Italy 
soduction. Stare Louls Hayward and Hollywood, Nov 26 | bank examiner via the Mice y eit | Byrd, Eddfe Quillan, Katherine Demin 
‘ = . . : } } © ‘ . ° . a e 3 ’ “ , I ) lle 
= n Kennett features George Sanders, | Pr mount release of Boris Morros pro- | ‘Sen of Monte Cristo’ (UA). route. Repeat bank robbery again George Zucco, Rod LaRocque Directed py 
Fiorence Bates, Montagu Love. Directed | aition; associate producer, Robert Still- Inexcitinge sequel te the famed results in Fields’ accepting hero} yestie Kardos, Original sereenp Mos 
by Rowland V. Lee, Screenplay by George | |. Sturs Fred Astaire and Paulette exciting sequel te te i honors, the reward and sudden } Gottlieb; music, Charles Previn; musica| 
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Hardly a sliver off the old block is 
‘The Son of Monte Cristo” No} 
swashbuckling epitome of derring- | 
do, no light-hearted adventurer out | 
of Dumas, but rather a cavalier with | 
sandbags for boots is this plodding | 
offspring of a famed father. It will 
hardly please those who thrice be- 
fore may have had pulses speeded 
by film versions of ‘The Count of | 
Monte Cristo,” or who have 
Alexandre Dumas’ classic among ad- 


venture classics. But despite the 
shortcomings Cristo’s boy may do 


some biz. 
came in for critical barbs and yet 
survived for strong grosses. And, 
more recently, Small’s ‘Man in 
Jron Mask’ got a panning from the 
scriveners but turned in 
profit. That hardly looks likely for 
this, however. 

Director Rowland V. 
share the pillory with writer George 
Bruce for ‘The Son,’ although Louis 


Hayward and Joan Bennett in the] 
top roles are not far from the stocks. 


Edward Small’s idea of producing a 
sort of sequel to ‘The Count’ to take 
edvantage of the popularity of the 
redoubtable tale of the fabulous 
Edward Dante, without actually do- 
ing a remake, was a good one. Bruce, 
however, is no Dumas; the story 
hangs on a fair enough plot but lacks 
the sparkle and the springy step that 
film audiences and readers have at- 
tached to ‘Monte Cristo.’ 


who also handled the meg 


Lee, 
on the last version of ‘The Count 
back in 1934, shows no feeling for 


the sweep and rapid action the yarn 
requires. The film plods instead of 
leaps. Everytime there’s a prospect 
of action, the boys sit down and talk 
it over. Surprise is entirely lacking 


because the characters in lengthy 
speeches tip off every step of the 
way. 


Although the period of the picture 
fs 75 years back, scripter Bruce has 
given it some telling toucnes of 
present-day European’ diplomatic 
phenagling He depicts the little 
ducal principality of Lichtenburg in 
a squeeze play between Germany 
and Russia, a position in which 
of the Balkan and Near Fast nations 
find themselves at this moment 
Yarn picks up Joan Bennett, grand 
duchess of the principality, speeding 
to Paris to seek aid of Napoleon III 
from the pincers of Bisrnark and the 
Czar. She’s also confronted with a 
scoundrel dictator, George Sanders, 
in her own country. Sanders’ 
are the 


some 








1 


pursuing her when son of 


Monte Cristo, in the person of Louis 
Hayward, happens along to tempor- 


erily save her. He loses her, how- 
ever, and decides to return to het 
capital and win her and free her 


people from Sanders. 


cidentally, wooing the Duchess with- 
aiming to insure his rule 


out resulis, 
that way. 


tion of comedy, song and dance rou- 
tines for diverting entertainment and 
profitable biz in the regular runs as 
solo or billtopping attraction. 
of Fred Astaire is a bright marquee 
label 
of Ariie Shaw and his band for bill- | 


read | 
loverboard 


istraight-line presentation, with many 
‘The Count’ pictures also | 


the 


a hardy | 


| with 
istraieht acting talents portend future | 
Lee must} 


| ings. 


T roops 


Latter is, in- 


Name 


to draw ’em in, and addition 





ing purposes will catch attention and 
patronage of the dance fans. 
Picture, which is Boris Morros’ 
initial independent production for 
2aramount, carries showmanship in 
its general setup, despite the fact 
that no effort has been made to go 
with inclusion of super- 


elaborate sets or production num- 
bers. Story is a well-paced and | 


comedy lines and situations develop- | 
ing with logic, both the song and | 
dance numbers being grooved slong | 
the line without obvious insertion. 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


Althouch Astaire handles three 


‘Second Chorus’ emphasizes his abili- 
ties and qualities as a light comedian 
plenty of personality. His | 
assignments that will—as in this in-| 
stance—set him for comedy roles | 
rother than depending on his step- | 
ping, as has been the rule in the past. | 
Picture is also newsworthy in un- | 
covering Burgess Meredith’s talents 
for comedy, an antithesis to his for- 
mer heavily-dramatic Hollywood as- 
signments. Although Payplette God- 
dard gets co-starring credit with 
Astaire, she’s in too fast company to 
disnlay much more than decorative 
Charles Ruggles takes ad- 
vantage of every opportunity f 


ifies 


while Artie Shaw, in his act- 
sequences, is obviously camera- 


Frank Melton, Jimmy 


spot, 
ing 


conscious. 


Conlon and Don Brodie are in sup- 
port. 
Storv sets Astaire and Meredith as 


a Quirt-Flagg pair, jealous of each 


other in both romance and work 
air are college trumpeteers who 
flunk through seven years to catch 


the gravy of collegiate band book- | 
They pick up Miss Goddard as | 
manager: unsuccessfully try for spots | 
with the Artie Shaw aggregation: 
and finally wind up in New York on 
available lists. Series of adventures 
in the big town culminate when mu- 
sicallv-inclined Butterworth agrees 
to back swing concert of Shaw’s band 
in Carnegie Hall. and Astaire aces 
himself in as composer of the hit 
tune. Well-sprinkled throughout is 
t} battle between Astaire 
for Miss Goddard’s 


1e continual 
and Meredith 
favor 

Picture sputters at an uneven 
at the beginning, displaving deep 
cutting and uneven direction at this 
But it swings into high gear 

and clicks along at a fast 
olid comedy and laughs in 
half. 

dancing is limited to 
three sequences. one with Miss God- 
dard: a brief but effective Russian 
number: and a finale in which 
does an extended solo dance while 
wielding the baton for Shaw’s band 
in the ‘Swing Concerto.” Latter is a 
showmanship climax for the picture 
The 


pace 


point. 

midwav 
tempo 1or 
the second 


Astaire’s 


he 


+h re 


é songs are all delivered 


Hayward, for the benefit of San- Astaire ‘Poor Mr. Chisholm,’ in 
” : ‘ ‘ _ i ad Yyedv no mW car 1) vey $ ~ 
ders. adopts the attitude of a fon |°°™ swing tempo l catch the 
: aden r . 2. iii : lance fans with its rhvthn Would 
banker interested in mak £nima . 3 P : . tae 
loen while. in a black cave and mask Like to Be the Love of Mv 
“ . fa — * * ~ 009 a ‘Ty ’ 
he is ‘The Torch,’ seeking to free Life Sa romanit 1e; and ‘Dig It 
f ; nhear fa . tanne 
Lichtenberg Afier a < Je ot teo a fast fh DC! H he step ere. 
exciting scrapes, Hayward halts the we 


marriage of Miss 
(a real sh 
weapor in 


Ytgun wedding; he has 


her I bs during the 


Bennett to Sander 
} 
t 


mony), runs his sword through the 

villain and weds the gal himself. 
Hayward’s predecessors as Monte 

Cristo were James O'Neill (1913), 


Gilbert 
(1934), 
such 


(1921) 
but 


John 
Donat 
for all 


and 


rea 
ila 


ihe 


Neither Hayward’s 
nor fencing achieve the 
abandon of the past masters. 


beauty and s.a., but 
monotone. 
best job. while Florence 
roles. None of them is aided 
stilted, talky dialog. 


Sets show no signs of holding back 


DV 


on the treasury reins and costumes 


by Edward Lambert are properly 
cavalierish without being in 
Lack in the picture lies not in tech- 


nicalities, but in the failure of the| 


scriptwriter to give the players a 
horse they can ride and the director 
to vroperly adjust the saddle for a 
102-minute canter. Herb. 


the 


cere- 


Robert 
pattern 
sword-slashing, swash- 
buckling roles is Douglas Fairbanks. 
balcony-leaping 
required 
Miss 
Bennett lends the prover quantity of 
is listless and a 
Sanders does by far the 
Bates and 
Montagu Love are good in character 


intrusive. | 


DR. KILDARE’S CRISIS 
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‘ a J n Seitz; e r, rene 

Powe ern Previewed 2 We yood \ 
Inge Noy, 28, i R ning time, 73 
MINS. 
Dr. James Kildare T.ew Avres 
Dr, Teonard Gillespie ..Lionel Barrymo 
BEOTY TMMONE . 6 .ccccdces see. Laraine Day 
Loug! s Lamont...... ° Robert Young 
Wayman.... ° ey Nat Pendleton 
ce, waiter Carew... evs Valter Kinesford 
Molivy Byrd..... weeeeeeeesAlma Kruger 
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SSE Fo ET Eee Tee TT ere | th 
| PEPE Ore ‘ Marie Riake 
POGMOGEM .ccsccrerivcrcocee fin e MacMahon 


Another in the Dr. Kildare series, 
ithis one inducts Robert Young for 
isome effective acting in a difficult 
|role. Picture will fill in the regular 
groove of the series for bookings. 


but touches on medical subject not 
particularly suitable for the kid 
trade. Exhibs should exercise care 
in detouring from dates attracting 


i trend of the series. 


! : ; 'as Kildare, and Laraine Day planning 
i|Aance routines during the unreeling, | 


teurs and spies. 

‘Little Men’ (RKO). Little en- 
tertainment. 

‘Dark Streets of Cairo’ (U). 
Gripping melodrama of Egyptian 
gem bandits, with Sigrid Gurie. 

‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep). Rus- 
tic tale that’s strictly for the 
stix trade. 

‘Trailing Double Trouble’ 


(Mono). Good western in the 
new Range Buster series. 
‘Design For Murder’ (World). 


Poor English-made. 








——— 





;other than adults, as reactions might 


not be too favorable. 
Story runs through the familiar 
With Lew Ayres, 


their wedding, girl's brother arrives 
from the west to provide Ayres with 
a chance to diagnose his strange ac- 
tions. Medic figures the case one of 
epilepsy. a hereditary disease that 
might later hit his prospective wife. 
After some pretty extensive clinical 
investigations, grumpy old Lionel 
Barrymore steps in to save Ayres’ 
problem with disclosure that broth- 
er’s condition was caused by head in- 
jury easily corrected by an opera- 
tion. The wedding is continued in 
the next. 

Ayres, Barrymore and Miss Day 
head the cast familiar to followers 
of the series. Robert Young is pro- 
frammed as guest star for this par- 
ticular picture, and turns in an im- 
pressionable performance as_ the 
clinical imen 


+ 


subjected to Kil- 
dares diagnosis. Support includes 
Nat Pendleton. Walter Kingsford, 
Alma Kr«iger, Nell Craig and Horace 
MacMahon 
Harold S. Bucquet’s 

adequate, while script 
tuates the discussions of 
not too pleasing subject to 
for entertainment purposes. 


THE BANK DICK 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


pec 


direction is 
over-accen- 
epilepsy, a 
dish out 
Walt. 


Tnive i production and ice Stars 
Ww. « Fields, features Una Me: Hehe 
ard P ell Ss np How 1 Klin 
-angeborn, Grad Sut ’ J 
Cora Witt oon Dit ed } rd 
< e Original ’ \l q 
K e Jeeves; imera M 1 Kras ‘ 
tor Arthur Hiltor Previmwed a RKO 
Hillstree I. 4 N« 28 10 un- 
' g t e, 69 MINS. 

Egbert Souse....... Ww a 

Ag & Souse ( a \ 1 
Mvrtle S ° ~ I a M 
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‘The Bank Dick’ is W. C. Field’s 
first solo starre! nde the Univer 
anner, and a decided ywease 
f S Individualisti ale Ss in botn 
pa ymime and buffonery D ng 
the eelir Fields cove le 
ter! ry from irp ) te 
e to ele! ital comedy of broad 
( te e Pict e ) ill i 
od ibject fe laughs id il! 
‘arr’ nrough 1) above p yro- 
gram porte le reguiar YTuns. 
Story 1s credited to Mahatma Kane 
Jeeves, Field’s own humorous nom de 
plume in this instance, a de- 
liberate rack on which to hang the 


varied Fieldsian comedic routines 


many of them repeats from previous 
pictures but with enough new ma- 
terial inserted to overcome the 


antique gags. A wild auto ride down 

the mountainside for the climax is 
an old formula dating back to the 
Mack Sennett days, but directo 
Edward Cline has refurbished the 
episode with new twists that make 
it a thrill-laugh dash of top propor- 
tions. 

Story is a light and dis- 
jointed framework for Fields’ antics. 
First half particularly shows un- 
|evenness, undoubtedly due to deep 
editing and is still filled with unre- 
lated sequences that have little bear- 
ing on the direct story line. Fields 


ofttimes 


is the town’s foremost elbow bender 
who injects himself into anv situa- 
tion without invitation. The unex- 


pected hero of a bank robbery, he is 
rewarded with the job of detective 
f He 


to guard future noldups 


pronunciation. Other members of 
the cast are subordinated to Fields, 
and act more as stooges for his in- 
dividualistic endeavors. Picture is 
backgrounded in a small town, with 
production mounting and camera 
work adequate. Walt. 


Murder Over New York 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
zoel production, Features Sidney Toler, Di- 
rected by Harry lachman Original screen- 





(is directed 


i for 


involves | 


play by Lester Ziffren, based on the char- 
acter created by KFarl Derr Riggers: cam- 
era, Virgil Miller: editor, louis Loetfler 
Previewed at Uptown, Nov. 29, '40. Run- 
ning time, 65 MINS, 

oO a re ...Sidnev Toler 
Pena TW. 6 i cscecccece Marjorie Weaver 
2. Robert Lowery 
GO BRON... ccccccececKes Rieardo Cortez 
Inspector Vance.......... Donald MacBride 
Herbert Fenton...... ....-Melville Cooper 
re ere Joan Valerie 
Ralph Percy... Kane Richmond 
SB & ee eres 2e Sen Yung 
RRICORVE DOMOry .occccccscdisber John Sutton 
MES Sash eaves sakkeed Le\iand Hodgson 
6 60s 9540s obs oes ..Clarence Muse 
MEUM. TIPGRD: 60-00 cecaics Mrederiek Worlock 
III. «0. anor aeta h Oks lal Chand Mehra 


Charlie Chan arrives in New York, 
and immediately is drafted to un- 
ravel the mystery of a spy ring that 
against the airplane in- 

vy bombers designed 
England. Story is 
formula for 


dustry, especial]: 
regulation 
the Chan series, and will 
sauisfy the followers of the 
2s Whodunit entertainment. 


series 


Picture, } tying n current 
abotage act ties of foreign agents 
also carries the usual number of 
murders to mystfy the audience 
and Chan's No. 2 son, Jimmy. As 
usual, the latter stumbles along the 


trail, as excess assistant for 
his father, but in tor the final dis- 
closure of the real culprit. Mysteri- 


Vagearge 


ous goings-on under the nose of 

Chan fails to upset his stoie pose. 
Arrival of British Intelligence 

officer Frederick Worlock sets off 


the string of murders an 
W ; 


1 plottings 
Vorlock is 


he irst to be bumped 


ff, with plenty of suspects handy to 
confuse the amateur sleuths. But 
Chan plods through and eventually 
discloses the leader of the spy ring 
in a test flig ff a new bomber 
which carries all of the suspects 
aloft over the city. 

Harry Lachman directs to point 
up tne meller angles of the plot 


without detours for 


Cast is okay 


requirements and photography is 
standard Walt 
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‘Little Men’ is th 
boxoffice lure 
Hollywood inn 

It is 


e smallest thing in 
vhich has come from 


lalnv 


1ionths, 


an adaptation of Louisa M. 
Alcott’s novel of the same name. a| 
story which had something of a 
vogue in the days when her ‘Little 


Women’ was exciting reading. 

In the cast are Kav 
Nlays a rly type: 
as a comedy s 
convict, 


Francis, who 
Jack Oakie, 


mothe 


and George Bancroft, doing 


a soft-hearted high pitch. Also 
sundry children, including Jimmy 
| Lydon and Ann Gillis. 


portant bit in the film. 
only one connected with the picture 
who has any right to feel contented. 


Flin. 


7 . i 
ife-b ower and e caped 


Elsie, the prize-winning cow from | 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, has an im- | 
She is the | 


dual category because it lacks mar- 
quee name decorations. While the 
fable of Cairo gem thieves and 
Oriental intrigue to outwit the white 
man has been done countless times, 
Alex Gottlieb has concocted enough 
new plot wrinkles to sustain interest. 
Capable work by an uniformly good 
cast, coupled with Leslie Kardos’ di- 
rection, also is a big help. 

‘Dark Streets of Cairo’ is a melo- 
dramatic yarn concerning the jewel 
thieves and efforts of the band to 
steal the fabulous ‘Seven Jewels,’ un- 
covered by a scientific expedition. 
Abadi, principal cut-throat of the gem 
bandits, not only would make a 
ready. sale of the stolen stones but 
quietly murder the skilled gem cut- 
ter who turns out perfect substitutes 
for the originals. Once Inspector 
Joachim is certain of Abadi's guilt as 
crook leader, the fable moves swiftly 
to a highly melodramatic climax. 

Sigrid Gurie is given top billing 
| Of the featured players, and makes 
the most of the romantic lead. Film 
sees her reasserting herself as a cap- 
able screen potential, looking as 
trim and comely as ever. She's the 
daughter of the gem-buying Swed- 
|ish baron in the picture. Outstand- 
| ing characterization, however, is pro- 
|vided by George Zucco, as Abadi. a 
| typical suave villain. Katherine. De- 





|Mille is nicely cast as the exotic 
| daughter of the gem thief. Ralph 
|Byrd is the ha-man explorer who 


comes to the rescue of the damsel in 
distress while Eddie Quillan, as his 


aide, contributes a full quota of 
laughs. Rod LaRocque, looking 
stouter than fn his older” screen 
stouter than in his silent screen 


Yollande Mollot. new screen face, in- 
dicates future promise as a comed- 
lenne, Vear 


BARNYARD FOLLIES 





(WITH SONGS) 
Republie release of Armand Schaefer 
mluction, Stars Mary Lee Directed by 
k McDonald, Scree? av Te ell and 
Stuart Mc(lowan bared ” Ss len by 
Ri tT. Si n; camera, Ernest Miller; 
e > (‘Nar Craft dar ~ josephine 
Ras musical directo: Cy Feuer songs, 
Ch es Davenport, ‘*harlotte Salisbury, 
F) Rose Johnny Marvin, Inle Styne, 
Sol Meyer Previewed in Protect 1 Roo 
N ) : J8 0 ng 68 
SIINS 
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n) * J ig 1 
H 1 7] \ ] r 
Do ' » \ dbury 
Alfa : \ Switzer 
The } ene ¢ 1Ans 

iviae ( ‘ y { 
ra : te e 
s e Tre ZAurik 

k 
4 leffries 
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This one is strictly for the rustic 
trade. That's for whom Republic has 
aimed ‘Barnyard Follies.’ and that’s 
the tvpe of audience that'll probably 


win back the production costs and a 
modest profit. The name values are 
lacking for the trade, 


metropolitan 





but there are enough radio people 
of the hillbilly type for sufficient 
boxoffice lure in the -stix, particu- 
larly for the youngsters, since film 
has a juve theme 
Follies’ has plenty of music. some 
rf tuneful, and is table f ° 
; + } ng le if ey ee € 
) et Ss een g ( ead fo 
me time by Repub’ic The ge! 
eral aura is plenty corny, of course 
vith such plavers as Rufe Davis an 
s "billy imitatio among a host 
of other radio performers t 
mo vy barnvard background, chiefly 
known on midwest programs 


Basic idea for the story gives some 


credence to it, being nremi ed on 
the farm country’s 4-H projects, 4 
setup for voungsters§ desiring to 


learn agriculture with the aid of the 
Department of Agriculture and state 
universities. ‘Follies’ concerns the 
complications that arise when a pair 
of unscrupulous town folk seek to 
obstruct the 4-H setup at an orphan- 
lage. A show that the youngsters 
| put on, aided by a stranded troupe. 
of course, help skirt the situation 
and enables them to secure the 
necessary coin to pay off a $5,000 
debt. 

Miss Lee is still a 
plenty of personality ; 
touch to tossing off a tune, best of 
which is ‘Big Boy Blues.’ by Fred 
Rose and Johnny Marvin. Rufe 
Davis is standard with his tunes and 
jimitations of various instruments. 
|The Kidoodlers, instrimentalists- 
singers: Harry ‘Pappy’ Chesnile, 

(Continued on page 20) 
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FIGHT ANTIP PRODUCT TIEU 





Argentine-Spanish Film Firms in Pact 


To Extend Latin-American Distribution 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 8. 


First tieup in many years between 
Argentine and Spanish film combines 
was disclosed here this week, arous- 
ing interest of industry observers 
who believe such deals may enlarge 
field for productions of both coun- 
tries. Deal involves General Cine, a 
Madrid-producing and distributing 
outfit, and S.I.D.E.,.a Buenos Aires 
organization, Latter, while small, 
expects to expand with coin pro- 
vided by General Cine under ar- 
rangement whereby General may 
contribute up to 50% of production 
costs. 

General, it’s understood, wants to 
extend showing of its pix to a good 
share of the 5,400 film houses in 
Latin Ameyiea currently getting very 
little Madrid product. Immediate 
plans call for S.I.D.E. to do as many 
as eight features which would be 
slanted to attract both the South 
American and Spanish markets. 

Joint organization will also try to 
pick up U. S. indies, French, British 
and Italian features, particularly ac- 
tion operas with which it hopes to 
be able to present a full schedule to 
sell exnibs in the interior both here 
and in Chile, Colombia, Peru, Vene- 
zuela, Bolivia and Uruguay. 

Dr. Alfredo P. Murua will con- 
tinue as director of S.I.D.E. and rep- 
resent it in the new D. Al- 
berto Borea, Luis A. Bloch and D, 
Ubaldo Marinelarena are handling 
General Cine here. Joint offices will 
be located in B. A. 

Lack of really strong tieup be- 
tween Spanish-speaking South Amer- 
ica and the old country has always 
kept Madrid films from getting much 
play here. In the first seven months 
of 1940 only one was displayed in 
Argentina, compared to 204 U. S.. 22 
French, four Mexican and two Ital- 
ian. In same period of '38 
were five from Spain and in ’39, six. 


setup. 


British Exhibs Fight 


‘Erroneous’ Reports 


On Theatre Bombing 


pose 


London, Nov. 19. 


Exhibs continue their blast at 
harmful, frequently erroneous re- 
ports on cinema bombings. Cine- 


matograph Exhibitors Assn. has been 
petitioned by many local branches to 
wage instant war on scare head- 
lining, backed by legal 
from managers of houses allegedly 
victims of catastrophes. 

Getting real facts into print and 
Over the air means obviating im- 
mediate drop in receipts which auto- 
matically follows each report on a 


hit cinema. In one case, where news- 
flash 


had it that patrons were 
caught by the bombing while seek- 
ing outside shelter, 


CEA branch 
member swears not a patron left any 


t} ‘nea + Hf 
of the cinemas in the area concerned 
harmed. 


British Stage Stars Now 
Glad to Play Panto Shows 


London, Novy, 19. 
London’s blitzkrieg is giving 
vincial pantomime producers a 
chance to introduce new faces into 
this traditional form of entertain- 


pro- 


— Stars who under normal con- 
sees would neither be available 


interested to play in these sea- 
Sonal shows are lending a listening 
far to this mode of entertainment. 
suntty Foster is busy lining up 
a a Balaxy of stars as have never 
=. played pantomime, including 
othe Buchanan, Leslie Henson, 
a y Howes, Fred Emney, Flana- 
i and Allen, Evelyn Laye and 
on e Dixon, with Miss Laye being 
Ms Y one who’s played panto, two 
“asons ago at Birmingham. 
or fighting for these attrac- 
; are Glasgow, Leeds, Birming- 
m, Manchester, Edinburgh, Shef- 


field, Blackpool and Newcastle. 


+ 
. 





Del Rio’s Nix Shelves 
Filming of Noted Novel 


Mexico City, Dec. 3. 

Nixing of the lead by Dolores del 
Rio, after negotiations that had 
lasted for several weeks, has shelved 
indefinitely plans for a revival of 
‘Santa’ (‘Saintess’), based upon the 
novel of the same name that has 
made three generations of Mexicans 
weep. ‘Santa’ was the substance of 
Mexico's first talkey, produced in 
11930 by Antonio Moreno. 
Chano Urueta, local 





producer- 


|del Rio for this pic. She had the 
matter under advisement when she 


here. But when she got there, the 
actress cabled Urueta that she was 
so busy that signing with him was 
out of the question. 


Argentine Films 
Seek to lron Out 
3-Issue Problem 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 8. 








there | 


Huddles by reps of U. S. dis- 
tributors, local exhibitors and pro- 
ducers are seeking a working for- 
mula whereby three problems af- 
fecting the Argentina film business 


may be ironed out. Essentially, 
these issues are: 
(1) Some sort of percentage ar- 


rangement which would require ex- 


hibitors to show a specified num- 
ber of native-made pictures, Never 


|found to work satisfactorily where 


tried, it may be scuttled. 

(2) Larger exhibitors’ demand 
for protection clauses and change 
from the current system which al- 
lows neighborhood theatre to show 
four or more features at a small 


admission price. Understood that 
big American distributors also op- 
this multiple picture booking 


| system. 


affidavits | 


| of 





(3) 
may 


idea. It 


stributors 


Standard contract 
be sought by U. S. di 
as a means of overcoming the head- 
ache of ‘protection’ for exhibs. Big 
exhibs here claim they will sign no 
contracts without some form 
protection. Standard contract 

is being advanced as a means 
these exhibitors with- 
out tangling with anti-trust statutes. 

Producers here, besides 
some means of protecting their field 
activity, also have been asking cus- 
toms preference, restriction of im- 
ported product and an extension of 
credits. 

The old bugaboo of multiple pic- 
ture bookings by subsequent-run 
theatres has been considered by sev- 
eral American distributors fo1 


more 
of 

form 
appeasing 


+ ole y y 
seeking 


a year 


or more. Every time U. 8S. distribs 
have sought to curb the use of 50 
many films on one program, how- 


ever, the old anti-trust headache has 
cropped up. 


London in Wartime 
London, Nov. 19. 
Harry Foster has taken a cottage 
at Ascot to get some sleep. 





The entire Odeon outfit has moved 
back to Bourne-End. 

Anglo-American Films moving its 
offices to Salisbury, but execs will 
commute between London and the 
provincial spot. 

Leo Genn, a lieutenant in the 
Tanks Corps, in motorcycle accident, 
suffering a smashed cheek bone, 
while on duty. 

Dr. John Pratt, nephew of Boris 
Karloff, is police surgeon, and hav- 
ing had his home bombed, is com- 
pelled to stay at police headquarters 





| director, had been trying to get Miss | 


| fleet’ 


7% 
A 


| 





returned to Hollywood after a visit | 


INDIES WARY 


KING MERGER 


Hoyts-Greater Union Setup 
for Centralized Buying 
Feared Leading to Possi- 
ble Monopoly—Exhibitors 
Watch Closely 

















FULLER INTO EXHIB 





Melbourne, Nov. 14. 
With the merger of Hoyts and 
Greater Union Theatres interests 
a single booking corporation 
(General Theatres) now timed for 
final consummation Jan. 1, certain 


independent interests are setting 

plans to offset any resulting com- 

plete tieup of ace product. ? 
Various independent 


into 


exhibitors 


| scattered throughout the Anzac ter- 


ritory are watching closely to see 
that the Hoyts-Greater Union book- 


|ing arrangement does not result in 


any product shutout. Metro oper- 


| ates its own small chain of cinemas 


in key spots and also is hooked up 
with Paramount in spotting product 
into Melbourne nabe houses. It’s 
assumed here that neither Par nor 
Metro will give General Theatres 
(the Hoyts-Greater Union booking 
corporation) much product, prefer- 
ring to take care of indies after pro- 
viding pictures to its own opera- 
tions. 

Sir Ben Fuller intends to bring in 
pictures to His Majesty’s, Perth, ona 
re-takeover of the house from 
Snider-Dean interests. Fuller is go- 
ing into the local exhibitor field, also 
obtaining the Apollo, to be returned 
by Snider-Dean when the 
expires. He originally planned 
stage attractions but has switched to 
a film policy for the 
Snider-Dean leased former 
ville theatres from Fuller 


+ 


to him 


iecase 


l . 
takeover. 
vaude- 


when first 





breaking into ace pxcture spots. S-D 
nterests will be covered in the 
Hoyts-Greater Union’ get-together 


following a threat to get out an in- 
junction against Hoyts. 

Fuller states he’s returning to film 
exhibition primarily to fight any 
‘monopoly.’ By that it’s assumed he 
means the Greater Union and Hoyts 
merger. 

» Hoyts-Greater Union combine, 
with General Theatres set up as the 
booking and operating corporation, 
is reported here to be on a 75-25% 
Hoyts taking the major inter- 


basis, 





est because it throws in neighbor- 
hood theatres as well as ace city 
ouse Munro emphatically denied 
to VARIETY, rumors that he ‘intended 
bowing out of Hoyts when the unit 
went in with Greater Union by ac- 


cepting payment of four years’ sal- 
He also denied he had no in- 
tention of seeking the co-directorship 
yf General Theatres. It’s known here 
that 20th-Fox interests, 


ary. 


which have 


a heavy stake in National Theatres 
whicl turn, holds a large 
est in Hoyts, are putting on the 

essure to bring about this ] 
mooted merger. 

Par Quits Capitol 

Pa i sunt sho tly A ' 4 VE out 
yf ( yitol, used as its show 
window here for years, with the 
house taken over by Hoyts. With 


the Apollo going over to Fuller, Par 
may put its ace product in this thea- 
tre to offset losing the Capitol. Para- 
mount’s show-wincow in Sydney is 
the Prince Edward, controlled by the 
Carroll-Musgrave indie interests. 





U. S. Navy Booms 
Honolulu Show Biz 


Honolulu, Dec. 3. 
With the U. S. navy remaining | 
. >. 8 + . ms | 
here indefinitely, show business in 


Honolulu is booming. 

Pearl Harbor, naval base, is 12 
miles from the city, but with the 
s arrival about 65,000 men from 
the battle wagons have been coming 


to Honolulu to spend their coin. 


+ 
vv 














Krimsky Would Examine 
Pascal in ‘Pyg’ Film Suit 


Application was made to N, Y. su- 
preme court Saturday (30) to exam- 
|ine Gabriel Pascal before trial in 


Krimsky, who seeks $100,000 dam- 
ages for breach of contract. 


Complaint declares that in Janu- 
ary, 1933, Krimsky loaned Pascal 
$5,000, and in return the producer 
promised to give plaintiff a 50% in- 
terest in any film he produced in the 
| future, including exclusive distribu- 
tion rights in the U. S., Canada, Mex- 
ico and Cuba. Breach occurred when 
‘Pygmalion’ was not turned over to 
Krimsky. 





Pascal denies all charges, and 
claims that in May, 1933, the deal 
was called off by mutual consent, 





{ 


N. Z. Conscripts 
Revenue of U.S. 








Wellington, N. Z., Nov. 14. 
New Zealand government, under 
new wartime ruling, is now enabled 
to utilize two-thirds of any in- 
come derived by traders operating 
throughout the Dominion 


connection with a suit by Joseph | 


Film Companies 


a 
+> 








without | Glory’ 


oo — 


Jap Gov't Frowns on Yank Pictures, 
Calling Them Distasteful Foreignisms 





Tokyo, Nov. 10. 

Despite Japan's alliance with Ger- 
many and Italy, and America’s em- 
bargo on all scrap iron and gasoline 
exports to Japan as well as advice to 
nationals to evacuate from the Far 
East, there is no appreciable an- 
tagonistic sentiment of the people 
here to American films. On the con- 
trary, people still go big for the U. S. 
pix, all of which reflects the popular 
attitude here for entertainment. 

On the other hand, official quar- 
ters are frowning on this ‘outrageoug 
frivolity’ by some of the people (sic), 
and are striving in every way to 
eliminate all distasteful foreignisms, 
of which U. S. films are a part. All 
railways are removing English signs 
from stations, while smokers will 
shortly no longer be able to purchase 
cigarets of popular British brands. 
Even radio English lessons have been 
abandoned temporarily in favor of 
German and sometimes French. Jazz 
music is being discouraged, while 
new patriotic marches are being in- 
troduced daily. 

After a lapse of six months, new 
American picts are to be imported. 
However, big productions such as 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par), and ‘Love Affair’ (RKO), vol- 
untarily have been withdrawn by 
local distribs to meet the new situa- 
tion, in which strict selection of im- 
ported films is to be made to con- 
tribute to the ‘development of Japan- 
ese culture.’ 

Pictures barred are ‘Boom Town,” 
(M-G), ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton’ (Col), ‘Destry Rides Again’ (U), 


payment of interest for three years. | Rains Came’ (20th). 


It’s presumed that major exhib 


‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB), ‘The Real 
and ‘Rebecca’ (UA), ‘The 
Meanwhile, Paramount’s ‘Union 


|units, as well as distribs, will come | Pacific’ is proving a smash hit here, 


under the new monetary ruling, quite 
' apart, of course, from the regular 
tax slugs presently in force. There 
are strong indications that 

amusement biz in general will be 
called to make still heavier 
contributions, in common with com- 
mercial interests, to the war effort. 
American film distribs are naturally 
inclined to a great extent 


upon 


in the coin- 


the | 


| 
| 


} 
j 
| 


conscription ruling because of their | 


big biz here. 


While pic biz is maintaining a 
pretty good level, brought about 
through upbeat in wartime indus- 


tr and drop in unemployment, 
stage shows have dropped away to 
ilmost nothing, with the concert field 
in a sim lar Zealand 
does not buy its talent from abroad, 
relying Australia to send 


upon 
vaude-revue and legit 


ies 


ee Ayn: 
position. NeW 


from time to time. Some time ago, 
however, with the introduction of 
monetary restrictions, Aussie loops 


steered clear of N. Z. when routing 
shows, preferring to stick to the 
home field rather than take a chance 
with monetary holdups. 

It’s unknown as yet what move 
U. S. distribs intend taking regard- 
ing any further slugs. A move away 
the territory would see 

in a sorry plight covering 
product. which presently comes from 
the U. S., although the territory is 
trongly pro-British and goes for 
British-ma do Au- 

t wever, it 
ible for British 


| = 
fas 
»La 
from 


exhibs 


made more so than 


stralians. Presently, ho 
would be quite 


liyrcere + Gill the needs f 1] 


all @x- 


Aussie’s Disney Fete 


Sydney, Nov. 14. 
Greater Union Theatres will spot a 
‘Walt Disney Festival’ this Yuletide 
at its Lyceum here, showing past 
| Disney cartoons, including ‘Snow 
| White.’ 





Par Wins 11-Yr.-Old Suit 
Charging Infringement 
From Mex Sound Co. 


Mexico City, Dec. 3. 
>} 


De Forest Phonofilm of Mexico 


| lost an 1ll-year legal battle to Para- 
mount of Mexico when the federal 
supreme court unanimously nixed 
the sound company's suit for an in- 


; wor + 
Junction to 


restrain the pic enter- 
prise from using sound apparatus 
other than De Forest. The case wag 
the longest and most involved of 
its kind to come before Mexican 


| courts. 


shows across | 


The fight began in 1929 when the 
Cine Olimpia here, then Par’s 


Cin 


show 


| window, imported from the U. S. to 
introduce talkers in Mexico an ap- 
paratus which Phonofilm asserted 


| ment held that Par 


infringed the patent Lee De Forest 
had obtained in this country Dec. 6, 
1926. The Mexican patents depart- 
had 


acted le- 


| gally and that the pic firm’s appa- 


local | 


| 
| 


| 


| Will be spotted later in Adelaide, | 


and Hobart, with Mel- 
for the Lenten season, 


Brisbane 
bourne set 


Mex Profiteering Flayed 
| Mexico City, Dec. 3. 


| 
| 


ratus was so different from 
est’s that there was no in 
Contending that its 


De 
fringement. 
patent gave it 


For- 


exclusive rights in Mexico to pie 
sound devices, Phonofilr bega litle 
gation which was carried to t} @ 


supreme court 


See Exit of Duals In 
England as B.0. Aid 


London, Nov. 19. 
Unexpected result of current 


£O0- 
ing-over of b.o. troubles by Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. is a 


finding which may prove death-knell 
of the double bill. Air blitz and cure 
few impositions restrict attendance, 


as uncovered by CEA, to a period of 
five hours in a screen day. To milk 
this of its ultimate coin worth, pro- 


gram schedules will have to be tight- 
ened. Single feature runs would 
mean doubling that take. 

London County Council’s licensing 


| chief, Reginald Stamp, aid to cinema 


Probes of complaints of profiteer- 
ing by nabe cinemas here are being 


conducted by the civic fathers. 

Exhibitors are accused by 
customers of boosting prices without 
. tr tion. 


ju bicat 


many 


has also 
slash, rising 
launched by his own 
department in connection with new 
opening hours just made available to 


aw } ~ Tanarnn are 
exhnipds ») Lonaon area. 


trade in present troubles, 
recommended a program 
out of checkup 


a 
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A 5-Day Fiesta to bring joy to the hearts of 
showmen everywhere! Colossal conclave of stars, 
civic officials, the Governors of practically every 
State in the West, and a series of news-making 
surprises to be read and heard through the land! 





It’s all on account of Santa Fe’s 75th Jubilee and the 


FIRST OPENING 
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NY. Indies Lose Test Case On 
107 Increase Granted Local 306 





Independent theatres in the Great- 
er New York area, which sought to 
evade the 10% increase granted 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators (N. Y.) last year under a 
contract with the Independent The- 
tre Owners Assn., have lost a test 
case in the courts which was brought 
py the Taft, Flushing, L. I. Result 
is that the 306 local will make im- 
mediate demands on seven other 


indie houses that have not met the 
boost because they gave as the rea- 
son that they had withdrawn from 
the ITOA. 

A little over a year ago 306 nego- | 
tiated a two-year contract with the 
ITOA headed by Harry Brandt, un- 
der which a 10% increase and two 
weeks’ vacation was granted. At that 
time eight theatres informed the op- 
erators that they would not meet the 
demands since they were quitting 
the IOTA. 

The group of diehards, on a test 
case, brought an action in the courts | 
in the name of the Taft, Flushing, 
operated by the Kissena Amus. 
Corp. Justice Mario G. DiPirro 
handed down a ruling Thursday (28) 
in which he awarded $729 back pay 
to operators of that theatre, plus 
interest, and ruled, ‘The answer in- 
terposed is sham and frivolous.’ The 
court at the same time held that the 
contract with the ITOA was bind- | 
ing, granting a motion for summary | 
judgment. 

The decision is important in that 
the other seven theatres which 
sought to evade payment of in- 
creases in the operation of their 
booths, now will probably have to 
do so. Local 306 will immediately | 
demand the back pay, based on the | 
Flushing decision, together with the | 
maintenance of the set scale under 
the ITOA contract. 








Want Booth Scale Cut 
Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 

Northwest Allied is demanding a | 
reduction of 10-15% in booth opera- 
tors’ scale. It’s claimed that box- 
office results for the past two years 
and prospective theatre conditions do 
not justify the present rate of pay. 
Alleging that many booth opera- 
tors are ‘earning considerably more 
than the exhibitors employing them,’ | 
the organization asserts that unless 
operating costs are drastically cut, a 
considerable number of theatres will 
be forced out of business. The re- 
duced level of theatre patronz ge ‘ap- 
parently is permanent,’ it’s declared. 


AL ALTMAN’S (M-G) 
EXAMINATION TODAY 


Examination before trial of Al 
Altman, Metro’s eastern talent chief 
in suit brought in N. Y. city court 
by Conrad Noles was postponed 
from Monday until today (Wednes- 
day) at Metro’s request. 

Noles, legit player, claims Altman 
optioned him pending results of a 
screen test, but failed to make the 
test. Suit is regarded in the indus- 
try as laying down a precedent for 
actions of this kind. 


K-A-0 $3.50 Divvy on Pf. 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum dividend of 
$3.50 on the preferred, declared by 
the directors Monday (2), clears up 
all back dividends excepting $15.75, 
which would include the final quar- 
ter this year. Divvy declared cov- 
ers the quarters ended June 30 and 
September 30, 1938, and was paid out 
of Operating surplus. 

The distribution will be made Dec. 
19 to stockholders on record Dec. 13. 


Disney’s 37'4c Divvy 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 





, Walt Disney Productions, Inc. 
ee a regular quarterly dividend 


7%c a share on 6% convertible 
eres. Payment Jan. 1 to stock- 
Olders on record Dec. 16. 


or" 





Dietrich Loses 


Continued from page 3____ 


plaint, on Oct. 15, 1938, Miss Dietrich 
was engaged to make a picture in 
French, which also might be re-made 
in English. She was to approve the 
story, scenario, director, adapter, 
dialogist, cameraman, male star to 


appear opposite her and that her 
husband, Rudolph Sieber, was to 
supervise production. Starting date 
was to be fixed by the actress be- 
tween May 15 and Sept. i5, 








for the film, of which $13,750 was an 
advance, the balance coming out, 
during and after production. The 
actress also was to get 50% of the 
receipts after certain deductions. 


The $13,750 was paid, a story and 
scenario were secured at a cost of 
200,000 francs, and after countless re- 
jections of stories, the complaint de- 
tails, the actress finally accepted a 


| story on May 20, 1939, entitled ‘Dedee 
D’Anvers,’ which cost plaintiff 350,- | 
| 000 francs. 


An additional $2,000 was 
advanced for traveling expenses, and 
Miss Dietrich arrived in June, 1939. 
Almost immediately another dispute 


| arose, and it was decided to arbi- 


trate. Pursuant to the arbitration 
decision, 1,800,000 francs, her pros- 
pective total salary, was deposited 
for her. 
fused to budge and rejected the 
heretofore accepted story, and sug- 
gested another, ‘Bruges La Morte,’ 


| which the plaintiff! nought for 120,- 


000 francs. Plaintiff then spent thou- 
sands of dollars in securing the bal- 


| ance of the cast, which met with the 


actress’ approval, and over 1.000.000 


francs in maintaining an organiza- | 


tion. 

Then—the war broke out. Imme- 
diately the director agreed upon was 
drafted and unavailable, the camera- 
man placed in a concentration camp. 
most of the employees of the plaintiff 
were drafted, the Paramount studio 
in Paris which was going to be used 


| for the production was requisitioned 


by the French government. And to 
cap the climax, Sieber, Miss Die- 
trich’s husband, was warned if he 
came to France he would be placed 
in a concentration camp as an alien, 
being technically German. At this 
point plaintiff asked for the return of 
the $13.750 advanced, but Miss Die- 
trich refused. 
Shoot in Italy? 

Plaintiff then decided to shoot in 
Italy, and made the necessary ar- 
rangements after securing the ap- 
proval of the actress. Again 50,000 
francs was expended in making 
plans, and when all was set, again 
the defendant balked. 

Under the laws of France, plaintiff 
claims to be entitled to all expendi- 
tures, or a total of 3,060,000 francs 


This, plus the monies advanced 
equals the sued for amount. $98,150 
An affidavit of Jack Forrester 


American partner in F-P Films, ar 
now in New York, 
the complaint. and then charges tha 
in 1938 Miss Dietrich 
deal of her popularity a1 


repeats much oO 


had | 


Hollywo d commitment Whe 
returned to Hollywood she had 
intentions of making the French pic 
ture if she col ld secure a Coast en 
gacement, and kept rejecting storie 
to avoid breach of contract until she 
knew where she stood in Hollywood 
U’s ‘Destry Rides Again’ reestab- 


lished her in the U. S. market. 

Another affidavit of Suzanne Blum, 
attorney for over a dozen years for 
some major film companies in 
France, also accompanies the com- 
plaint, and declares that under 
French law, the actress is guilty of 
breach of contract and liable for the 
full amount suéd for. 





GARY AS ‘YORK’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Under the Warner’. Bros.-Sam 
Goldwyn swap deal, Gary Cooper 
reports to the Burbank studio Jan. 
2 for name role in Jesse Lasky’s 
‘Sergeant York.’ 

Bette Davis is made available to 
Goldwyn. as lead in ‘The Little 
Foxes.” 


. « 


1939. | 
| Miss Dietrich was to receive $82,000 


Miss Dietrich, however, re- | 


GIN'T SIT OUT 
10 HOURS OF PIX 


Where to Show ’Em, Under 
the Decree, Another Head- 
ache—Exchanges’ Projec- 
tion Rooms 


Right Now 


——- 


COMMON THEATRE IDEA 








Inadequate 








The problem of providing sufficient 
| space for the screening of pictures 
| when they must be shown to buyers 


| before offered for sale and then to | 


| be contracted for at no more than 
| five in a block, is creating consider- 
|able discussion, together with theo- 
ries as to how to handle the private 
showings. It becomes a problem at 
the first because it is believed every 
exhibitor and chain buyer will want 
to ogle the films though later on 


| some may get tired of seeing them | 


i all. 

The average exchange does not 
| have screening rooms large enough 
| to accommodate more than their 
|own people—branch managers, sales- 
|men, bookers, etc. This includes New 
| York where even the larger branches 
| of the major distributors maintain 
|}small rooms. The Paramount ex- 
| change, which has not been operating 
a screening room but still has the 
space one formerly occupied is plan- 
ning to put it back Into operation. 
Par bunch has always seen its pic- 
tures at the home office where three 
screen cubicles are maintained, 


other home offices also having their | 


own rooms. 
Masterminding 


field is that the five distributors who, 
under the consent decree must screen 
all their pictures, if desired by the 
exhib before selling them, will all 
get together and rent a theatre for 
the purpose. 
course, on the availibility of a the- 
atre in each of the keys or in those 
in which such a plan fs proposed; the 
cost of the theatre, etc. One might 
{be obtained in vartfous exchange 
|}centers for screenings to be held in 


| the mornings or late at night, though 
|} hours available might cause incon- 
venience. 

If the cost is not too great, a the- 
atre possibly would be rented out- 
|right to be used for no other pur- 
pose than to screen pictures of the 
five majors (Paramount, Warner 


Bros., Metro, 20th-Fox and RKO), 


with the showings arranged so that 


there would not be any conflict 


Another possibility is the building 
of large screening quarters for the 
use of all, either by the distributo 


themselves or by independent te 
ests who would rent time in the 
rooms to each distrib at so much per 


hour or day. Screening rooms owned 
b out iders and rented as desired 
are now maintained fn various cities 
including New York. They are small 
however 
I 1 get r cl { 
bloc} f 
t | s 
] | P 
( eT a \ ) 
cree! ed t one r } pit 
1 or ne } ; ‘ hy ¢ 
' , fro the ( A 
¥] n ft} r f ( 
hood that nicture will not be 


onlv in complete blocks of five. Ce1 
tain films may be sold singly and 
this mav vary according to terri- 
tories. Also. a group of two or three 
may be merchandised throughout the 
country, or in some sections (single- 
bill and double-feature territorie 
making differerces) in that manner 
but grouved with two others for a 


| total of five in still other exchange | 


| districts. 

| 

lone can sit through five pictures at 
lq time and judge any of them in- 
telligently. Such a could 
range anywhere from five to 10 
hours, which multiplied by five com- 
panies eats up a lot of time to say 
nothing of energy. The screenings 
must be held in each of the kev 
centers. numbering 31 under the pro- 
lvisions of the decree, with the pic- 


sitting 
sitting 


Probability advanced in the sales | 


This is contingent, of | 
| 


ae } 
Buvers are of the opinion that no | 


NING PROBLEM 





Producers and SAG Meet Next 
Week to Work Out Reclassified 





N.Y. Screen Readers Guild 
Asks NLRB Certification 


New York unit of the Screen 
Readers Guild filed a request last 
week with the National Labor Rela- 
_ tions Board for certification as 
| bargaining unit for both staff and 
| Outside story ganderers for major 
; Studios. They had previously sent 
|a letter to film companies themselves 
|asking a meeting for recognition 
and bargaining purposes, but re- 
ceived no reply. 

NLRB request was filed by SRG 
attorneys, Boudin, Cohn & Glickstern, 
who act in same capacity for newly- 
organized eastern branch of the 
Screen Publicists Guild. 


FILMS ONLY INDUSTRY 
IN SLUMP ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 











slump in October, according to Cali- 
fornia labor statistics. Exclusive of 
talent and executives, the studio pay- 
rolis dropped from $590,571 in Sep- 
tember to $549,321 the following 
month, a decrease of $41,250. There 
were 12,295 workers in October, a 
| drop of 894. 

| Most of the other industries of the 
state showed payroll increases, par- 
ticularly in Los Angeles county. 


Fascistic Theatre Mgr. 
Due for Deportation 


Pietro Garofalo, manager of Cine 
Roma, Italian-language film theatre 
|on Broadway near 5lst street, N. Y., 
is due for deportation on completion 
of two-month sentence which he is 
serving on a tax defrauding charge. 
He pleaded guilty to the charge that 
he diverted U. S. taxes to his own 
}use and this week was sentenced 
and fined $200. Theatre operating 
company was fined $500. 

Although Garofalo same to U. S. 
15 years ago, it is reported that he 
never took out citienship 
He is of Fascistie tendencies. 


PAR’S ADDITIONAL 15c 
DIVIDEND ON COMMON 


Paramount board of directors last 
Friday (29) declared another 15 
dividend on the common stock in 
addition to the regular quarterly 
payments on the first and second 
preferred This makes 45c 














papers 








he 
Snales, 


paid or declared so far this year by 
ar on the common. 
All three divvy distributio: will 
le Dec. 24 next, but it wv > 
to common stockholders on record 
Dec. 9 and preferred shareholdet 
1 record, Dec. 10. The dividend 


the first preferred is $1.50 and 


e second 15c. 


20th-Fox’s Regular Pfd. 


Regular $1.50 dividend rate on the 
preferred stock was maintained by 
20th-Fox last week when directors 
declared quarterly divvy of 37%2c 
outstanding preferred shares. Covers 
fourth quarter this year. 

Distribution will be made Dec. 27 
|to stockholders on record Dec. 13. 





} 


| tised in the film trade. 

In addition to the cost of the 
| screening room space and the amount 
| of use which figures, the cost of juice 
|}aid propectionists also figure. An- 
| other item, though comparatively in- 
| significant, is the wear and tear on 
} the film itself. 


+ 
| 
Negotiations 


Wages in the film industry took a | 


tures and the dates to be adver- | 


Pay Scales for Day Pix Players 


Holiywood, Dec. 8. 
between Producers 
and the Screen Actors Guild get un- 
der way next week, with the Actors 
seeking reclassification of extra 
brackets and adjusted pay scales for 
| free-lance and day players. The ac- 
tors hope through reclassification to 
create more $11 and $8.25 jobs and 
fewer $5.50 calls. The latter would 
| be used only for mob scenes. 

The SAG also will urge immediate 
action on the Producer-Guild Stand- 
ing Committee report which recom- 
mended elimination of extras who 
worked 10 days or yess in 1939. It is 
estimated this move would result in 
spreading approximately $200,000 ad- 
ditional among the remaining regu- 
lar atmosphere players. 
| Negotiations will be handled for 

the actors by Edward Arnold, Ken- 

neth Thomson, Walter Abel, Edward 
| Stanley, John Dales, Jr. and Attor- 
|ney Laurence W. Beilenson. The 
Producers will be represented by Y. 
Frank Freeman, E. J. Mannix, Her- 
| bert Freston and Mendel B. Silber- 
| berg. 

| Class B members of SAG have 
voted overwhelmingly to abolish 
| their Council, to approve the Stand- 
| ing Committee report, and to desig- 
nate the SAG board of directors to 
handle all affairs of extras. The vote 
to abolish the Council was 2,666 to 
507. The count to designate the 
board as official representative of 
the extras was 1,616 to 1,083, and 
2.740 voted to approve the Standing 
Committee report, with only 434 
voting to reject it. 

Following tabulation of the votes 
by a firm of certified public account- 
ants, Kenneth Thomson, SAG execu- 

| tive secretary, notified Council mem- 

bers of the action, stating that all 
Council committees would be dis- 
banded. Harry Mayo, Council chair- 
man, announced, however, that ma- 
jority members of the Council would 
continue to meet unofficially and 
would keep a close check on Guild 
activities pertaining to Class B mem- 
bership 

The Producers have agreed to fur- 
nish the Screen Writers Guild with 
official lists of all scriveners cur- 
rently employed at individual stu- 
dios, as well as those empioyed off 
the lot in writing capacities. SWG 
demanded lists to determine whether 
individual studios are 
percentage of Guild 
down in their basic agreement 
the major companies 


| 


employing 
members set 
with 


A close check on the lot nercent- 
ages will be kept by the SWG as a 
mea”s of providing employment for 
members A preliminary 


survey 
last month indicated these percent- 
ages would range from 80% at Co- 


lumbia to 100% at Samuel Goldwyn. 


The Guilders asked for a straight 
89 industry-wide percentage, but 
the Producers insisted on fixing the 
percentage according to the number 
of Guilders employed on the individ- 
il lot en the « tre ecame 
eff. e Oct.10. A t the Guild 
re 
Ap é entage t 
othe t & h nd G 
re M 0. 96 RKO, 93% 20th- 
, 93 Warn 86%; P Y t 
7 vel 84 
G Peterson the new president 
f Inte itional Photogranvhers Local 
659 of International Alliance Thea- 
trical Stage Emploves. He succeeds 
Hal Mohr, who defined reelection. 
The following cameramen have 


been elected to the board of direc- 
tors of Local 659 to represent direc- 
tors of photography: Jerome Ash, 
Leon Shamroy, William Skall and 
Harry Jackson. Second cameramen 
will be represented by Len Powers, 
| Joseph Biroc, Burnette Guffey, Irv- 
| ing Glassberg, William Crothier. 

Board members elected by other 
classifications in Local 659 are: Still 
Photographers. Ed Estabrook, Robert 
Coburn, Ira Hoke. Ernest Bachrach, 
Roman Freulich: Assistant Camera- 
men. James King, William Reinhold, 
Lester Shorr. Freddy Weiler, James 
| Higgins: Film Loaders, James 
Brooks: Newsreel Cameramen, Sam 
' Greenwalt. 


| 
: 
. 
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starring 


LOUIS HAYWARD + JOAN BENNETT 
with GEORGE SANDERS ¢ FLORENCE BATES - MONTAGU LOVE 


Screenplay by George Bruce * Directed by Rowland V. lee*A Rowland V. Lee production 
Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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Metro’s New Central Division 


Under Ted O'Shea; Decree Did It 





Solidifying its distribution strength 
for closer coverage of the field in 
jine with the new selling conditions 
that will prevail under the consent 
decree, Metro has created a new 
sales division and four aditional dis- 
tricts which narrow the confines of 
the territories. At the same time 
several branch managers and sales- 
men have been promoted. Changes 
decided upon at a meeting in Chi- 
cago during the past weekend called 
by William F. Rodgers, become ef- 
fective Jan. 1. 

E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, who has 
moved up rapidly in the Metro sales 
organization and is now district 
manager over a wide area out of 
New York, takes charge of the newly 
created central division. He will 
headquarter at Chicago. The new 
district managers are John P. Byrne, 
Rudolph Berger, Burtus Bishop, Jr. 
and John J. Bowen. Last mentioned, 
branch manager at New York, takes 
over the New York-New Jersey dis- 
trict. Byrne, who is branch man- 
ager at Boston, acquires a district 
embracing the Des Moines, Omaha, 
Denver and Salt Lake City offices. 

Berger, Washington branch man- 
ager, assumes charge of a district 
taking in the Washington and Char- 
lotte territories, while Bishop, Pitts- 
burgh exchange manager, will have 
the Kansas City, Memphis and Okla- 
homa City branches, 

Four Salesmen Upped 

Two branch managers are pro- 
moted to larger exchanges and four 
salesmen move up to branch posts. 
Thomas J. Donaldson, now at New 
Haven, shifts to the Boston exchange 
as its head and Ralph Pielow, Al- 
bany, comes into New York to head 
that branch. 
Cincinnati salesman, will head Wash- 
ington office and Bryan D. Stoner, 
Cleveland seller, takes charge of 
Pittsburgh office. Maurice 
stein, selling out of the Boston office, 
takes over New Haven branch, while 
Herman Ripps, salesman in N.Y. ex- 
change, will succeed Fielow as Al- 
bany branch manager. Ripps for 
several years was salesman in the 
Albany office. 

Two weeks ago Warner Bros. 
created another district, covering the 
southeast, with the company now 
having a total of eight as against six 
only a year ago. Grad Sears, WB 
distribution head, made it clear at 
the time that the new district was 
created in line with the consent de- 
cree, 

Twentieth-Fox is 
ing on the Coast this month to dis- 
cuss the consent decree and distri- 
bution realignment in that company 
may also result. Twentieth, how- 
ever, has three division managers 
now, Bill Susman, William C. Gehr- 
ing and Bill Kupper. 


Bal ine 
holding 3 


moot 
bites 


Technicolor Turns Out 


Record 1940 Footage 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Biggest business in the history of 
Technicolor is reported for 1940, with 
an estimated total of 80,000,000 feet 
during the 12 months ending Dec. 31, 
an increase of 10,000,000 feet over 
1939. Spurt in the last quarter in- 
dicates a still higher record for 1941. 
Company’s British subsidiary con- 
tinues to do business on a profitable 
basis in England in 
ings. Its plant averages 
month, more than 
expenses 3efore 
the average was 
monthly, 


spite of bomb- 
enough to 
the war started, 
2,000,000 feet 


Contempt Charges Against 
Fox-WC Dropped by U. S. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 
Charges of contempt of court, filed 
against Fox-West Coast Theatres in 
conection with the Governemnt’s 
consent decree more than a year 


ag0, were dismissed in the U. S. Dis- | 


trict Court, as result of new decrees 
Suspending the former litigation. 
Harold Collins, special assistant to 
the U. Ss. attorney general and one 
of the investigators into alleged vio- 
lations of the 1930 and 1932 decrees, 


Moved to dismiss the contempt 
Charges before Judge Campbell 
eaumont. 


Contempt charges had been filed 
on Aug. 31, 1939, but action on the 
Case was held off pending a decision 
in the New York conspiracy cases 


which parallel the complaint in Los 
Angeles plaint in s 


John S. Allen, former | 


yold- | 


1.250.000 a | 


4 
ba 





Ralph Kinsler Goes Exhib 


Cincinnati, Dec. 3. 
Ralph Kinsler, WB-FN exchange 
manager for the past two years, 
turned exhib Monday (2), taking 


over managership of the Monte 
Vista and Emery, nabes, in which he 
bought an interest from the Elmer 
Shard estate. 

Bob Dunbar, transferred from 
Pittsburgh, where he was office 
manager for WB-FN, replaces Kins- 
ler in that organization. 


BANKO BETTER 
B.0. THAN RKO 
BANDS 


Hope of RKO in eliminating bank 
night through substitution of stage 
shows two nights a week, experi- 
mented with at the Hamilton and 
Coliseum, New York, has hit a reef 


with an official of the company re- 
porting that giveaways have won 
out. 

Plan in trying a vaude bill two 
|nights weekly (Tuesdays-Wednes- 
| days) at the Hamilton and bands at 
the Coliseum on the same days, was 
to test the relative boxoffice value 
of such attractions against banko, 
with a view to using a similar policy 
in other theatres. 

Vaude went out of the Hamilton 
| last week and bands drop out of the 
Coliseum tonight (Wed.) with the 
amount of buiness not sufficient, as 
against giveaway stunts, to offset the 
cost. Unions are said to have been 
somewhat uncooperative in connec- 
tion with the in-person entertain- 
ment. 











Charlie McCarthy A 
| Full-Fiedged Producer 


| OF 16 MM. Slottes 
| Be 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 


Charlie McCarthy has become a 
film producer in a small way, as be- 
fits a small guy. The wooden star 
is not only producing but starring 
in his own 16mm. slotties, with the 
advice and counsel of his stooge, 


Edgar Bergen. 
Without any ball 


yhoo, the pair has 


completed five coin dramas, with 11 

more subjects on the schedule. 

hey were keeping it a secret until 

they had closed a distribution deal, 

now on the fire, with Bergen doing 
ear 


McCarthy does not like 
fire. 
Deal is said to be with the Roose- 


velt-Mills Soundies company, but in 


cover 


case it falls through, McCarthy and 
Bergen will produce for the open 
market Filmies are being shot at 
Scientific studios. Bergen and his 
partner are the first high-priced ac- 
tors to go in for siot pictures, 
No Free Blurbing 

| New Orleans, Dec. 3 

Representatives of Frank Orsatti, 
Hollywood, here to demonstrate 
Phonovision, jukebox soundies, were 
plenty burned last week. Boy: 
wined and dined members of local 
press at preview, expecting them to 
come across with free blurbs. But 
business managers of all but one of 


four papers turned thumbs down on 
free stuff. Only mentioned was 
brief one in Ken Gormin’s column 
in The Morning Tribune. 





Loew’s Meeting Dec. 11 


Loew's ‘regular monthly meeting 
of directors, scheduled for today 
(Wednesday) has been postponed 
until Dec. 11 because many officers 
are absent from the city. 


| Action on the common stock divi- 


coming meeting, with possible extra 
melon cutting reportedly up for con- 
sideration. Loew's already has paid 
$1.50 on the common so far this 
year, besides maintaining the usual 


' $6.50 divvy on the preferred shares. 


|dend probably will be taken at this | 





Wehrenberg 








Continued from page 7 








St. Louis Amuse. house was being 
favored under the 21-day rule. 

Until this season the Granada had 
only a 14-day clearance over indie 
houses in south St. Louis. The Ritz, 
also in south St. Louis, one of the 
Ansell Bros. chain, has had a 21-day 
clearance over all subsequent run 
houses in the southern part of the 
city but the Avalon. The indies 
have never beefed at the Ritz play- 
ing Metro, UA and Columbia screen 
fodder day-and-date with the Nor- 
side and the Esquire, de luxe nabes 
owned by the Schubart Investment 
Co. on the 21-day clearance basis. 
Wehrenberg said no yelps against 
this arangement had been made be- 
cause there had never been any dis- 
crimination shown in favor of any 
house. 

Wehrenberg declared ‘We are op- 
posed to the extension for the Gra- 
nada this season, but the rule is en- 
forced against us, but not against our 
competitors in the Amusement Co. 
It is discrimination not justified and 
has caused us considerable damage. 
We believe it is part of a conspir- 
acy to restrain and restrict our busi- 
ness and we do not propose to stand 
for it. ‘I had signed for Universal 
Pictures, but cancelled when they 
refused to enforce the 21-day clear- 
ance without discrimination.’ 


Paramount OK 


Paramount is said to be the only 
major distributor that has refused to 
raise the Granada’s clearance to 21 
days this season. The indies are 
| flocking to take Paramount’s product 
| because of this stand. Fox execs in 
|New York are alleged to have ad- 
vised their local office that there 
must be no further discrimination 
under the 21-day clearance. 


Wehrenberg also pointed out in- 
|stances where the Gravois, a St 
| Louis Amus. house, played a screen 
| feature three days after the Granada 
|and the Columbia as early as 10 days. 
Recently a flock of indies proclaimed 
|they would go on a buying strike 
against the #940-41 product if the 21- 
'day clearance was enforced against 
them and also declared they would 
slash prices when reissues or old 
product was shown. Currently eight 
houses in south St. Louis are carry- 





ing out .this threat. They have 
slashed the admish scale from 28c 
| to 15c on two or three nights. With 


|only Columbia, UA, Paramount and 
M-G product available on a 
satisfactory to them, the 

| haven’t enough pictures available to 
| maintain their standards every night 
in the week. 


basis 


indies 


Wehrenberg admitted he had not 
carried beef to the Department 
of Justice asserting that he is ‘a 


his 


| strong organization man’ and will 
|use every possible means to obtain 
relief through the regular trade 


channels, but if these fail he is go- 
ing to make someone pay for the 


losses he suffering. 

Wehrenberg stated that the stand 
of St. Louis Amus. Co. execs that 
the discrimination against indies was 
justified because such conditions 


have existed for manv vears did not. 
is opinion, constitute a legal de- 
fense. ‘The fact that a 


gone on for years 


crime h 
doesn’t make it 
, 


less a crime when brought to the 


| i 
of the court: Wehrenberg 


attention 
| declared. 
Claret co 
Louis indie 
against discriminatory 


ployed against hi 


Kaimann, a north St. 
exhib, recently yelled 


tactics em- 


chain of nabes and 
in favor of the Rio, the newest house 
perated by the Amu 

. , 


1 ' ~ +} + + 
dup ove! e late 


sement Co 


Clearance Beef 
Minneapolis, Dec. 3 


houses from two weeks to three 
weeks. without consulting the af- 
fected exhibitors, Northwest Allied 
has a 30 days’ postponement 
to give it an opportunity to have a 
committee go into the matter of all 
|Twin City clearance. 

| The organization is requesting 
| 


asked 


every exchange manager to ‘sit down 
with an Allied committee’ to thresh 
{out ‘the many clearance grievances 


Rapper Moves Up at WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
raised [Irving Rapper 
from dialog director on ‘The Sea 
Wolf’ to director on ‘Winged Vic- 
tory.’ The dialog job on ‘Wolf’ was 
taken over by Jo Graham. 

Rapper has been on the Burbank 
lot for five years. 





Warners 


Sight and Sound Jukeboxes Expected 


To Appeal Most to Hinterlanders 
Where Bands in Person Are a Rarity 





Clipping Competish 





Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Dime slotfilms may be sold at 
three-for-a-quarter with the aid 
of an auxiliary slot capable of 
taking in a two-bit piece, by 
which the dropper-inner will 
get 30t worth of subjects at a 
discount of 16 2/3%. 

Dime soundie companies are 
taking the step to meet the com- 
petition of the nickel move- 
ments, three of which are being 
readied for the markets. 


,% 
——_ 











SEE NO ACTION 


ON WB DIVVY 
ARREARS 








Despite excellent earnings shown | 
by Warner Bros. for the fiscal year | 
ended last August when $2,747,472 
net profit was reported, there ap-| 
pears little chance of any action be- | 





ing taken soon in clearing up divi- | 


| dend arrears on the preferred stock. 


Matter may come up for discussion, 
however, at the annual stockholders’ 
meeting next Monday (9) at Wil-| 
mington, Del., following election of 
officers and routine business. 

Warner Bros. has not paid a pre- 
ferred dividend since 1932, when 
9614%3¢ was distributed and owes $32.72 
or $3,259,966 on 99,617 shares as of 
last Sept. 1. No common divvy ever 
has been paid on the present $5 par 
common, although substantial distri- 
butions were made in 1929 and 1930 
on the old common shares. Payment 
of common dividends is subject to 
certain restrictions under the in- 
denture relating to the 1948 deben- 
tures, 

Clearing up of back dividends on 
the preferred doubtlessly will be de- 
ferred until after part of new bank 
loans are taken care of. It will be 
recalled that the company secured 
bank loans totaling $6,000,000 last 
year in redeeming part of the bonds 
which came due in 1939. These loans 
mature in amounts of not less than 
$500,000 semi-annually, beginning 
last April 1 and ending April 1, 1944. 

While Warner Bros.’ earned sur- 
plus inereased nearly $3,000,000 to 
$4,445,330 during the past fiscal year, 
company’s conservative policy likely 
would preclude any action on pre- 
ferred past-due dividends until after 
the bank loans are nearly out of the 
way. 


SCHINES DROP BINGO 
AFTER ABORTIVE TRY 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 3. 

dropped bingo in three 
s after a single try. Business 
at the Lake that admis- 


Schines 
house 
bad 
were 


on the game. 


as so 
Take at the Madison 
Riviera was nsg, but 
ors figure five weeks to 

‘ Games will con- 
largest of local Schine 


Monroe and 
’ + 


ndicate they will not take 
money games in the- 
9 


++ } -—11 sn] a1} ’ 
atres and halls unless public 


} } 
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and so far there’s not even a whispe! 


Fox-W. C. and Universal 


Patch Their Differences 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 

Fox-West Coast and Universal 
composed differences that threatened 
to cancel contract for subsequent 
runs of ‘Spring Parade’ in the chain's 
houses, 

Circuit protested against making 
‘continued first run’ of picture at the 
Hawaii after 10-day run at Pantages, 
Hollywood, and RKO Hill Street, 
Los Angeles. 


| WINS HER SPURS 





Hollywod, Dec. 3. 
Carol Adams climbed aboard a 
horse as the femme lead in the Gene 
Autry picture, ‘Riddin’ on a Rain- 
bow,’ at Republic. 
She was recruited from a stage 
show here. 





The makers of the latest thing in 
jukeboxes, sight-and-sound dispen- 
sers which for a dime bring a gander 
at a name band in action on film as 
well as hearing it play, don’t expect 
their product to revolutionize the 
jukebox industry. Conversation with 
an official of one of the largest man- 
ufacturers in that field revealed that 
little reaction to their product and 
its novelty is expected in metropoli- 
tan centres, Where they figure to 
cash in most is in rural districts 
whose inhabitants rarely get an op- 
portunity to gander the phiz of a 
name bandleader and his men behind 
their instruments, 

There are any number of small 
towns all over the country, even in 
the east and midwest where bands 
are most active on one-nighters, 
which never get to see a name band 
play because of being situated off 
the beaten single-date track. These 
are the spots where the new jukes 
are expected to have appeal enough 
to gather local jitterbugs around 
when they light up. In blase New 
York, for instance, bandmen who 
have mulled over the subject think 
that after one or two looks at the 
machines in operation few people 
will bother to divert their attention 
to concentrate on watching a band 
they most likely have seen in person 
many times. That’s the same attitude 
taken by the jukebox maker. 


Each of the two companies 
| which have entered the sight-sound 


field are supposed to be active in 
signing bands to turn out films for 
them. Pay scale for making the 
films is not worrying the American 
Federation of Musicians. Same scale 
as applied to the making of regular 
short subjects, such as those turned 
out by Vitaphone, will apply until 
the AFM gets a line on what the new 
work will do. 





N.W. Allied 
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will be realized in the block-of-five 


sales plan—namely, that there will 
be no selectivity and the permission 
‘ranted the distributor to change the 
combinations 


of features in groups 


as it from time to time 


+ 


termine, is just so many words in the 


may de- 


decree without any value.’ 

Will Be Forced to Sue 
Since the de ee marks a « ylete 
n or e Governme part 
from the origin i] ZO 1 to outlaw pro- 
-distributor theatre owner- 
p, monopoly and restraint of 
trade, block buying and booking of 
picture etc., Northwest Allied an- 
yunce to Balaban, the organiza- 
yn will be forced to turn to both 
tate and national legislative relief 


(conirary to its resolves 


previous 


and determination) ‘in an endeavor 
to ameliorate and mitigate the 
( hing burdens which will be im- 
posed on independent exhibitors.’ 

Occasion also is taken to advise 

Balaban that Northwest Allied, ‘as 
early as last August reached the 
tudied c lusion that the impos- 
he d ee ‘¢ d é t i 
it ruin i for 
t «¢ il ! } of them 
hu ed mile r ed from 

he Minneapolis exchange center.’ 

It is declared that ‘the Govern- 
appeasement in consenting to 
nsent decree agreement is 

reiy another Munich, the fore- 

runner of a devastating battle in 
which both distributors and ex- 
hibitors are going to emerge, 
scarred and battle-torn, if the let- 


ter and not the spirit of this decree 
is going to apply to the industry.’ 
‘An all-time high for something 
in American jurisprudence history, 
involving the Justice Department 
and our Federal courts is the de- 
scription given to Thurman Arnold’s 
abject surrender of the position out- 
lined in his original complaint, his 
statements to the trade press on the 
| code, his testimony before the Sen- 
tate subcommittee considering the 
| Neely divorcement bill, his verbal 
statements to Allied leaders and the 
Federal court’s signing of the de- 
cree in the face of the overwhelm- 


ing and unanimous opposition of 
every exhibitor association in the 
industry.’ 


= 
-* 
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agership of Ritz in N. K.; Seed gets 
Regal in Wilkinsburg; Bob 
from Ritz replaces Frank Barr, 
signed, at State in Wilkinsbur~, and 
Edward Salomon, from Regal, suc- 
ceeds Hungerman as asst. at Warner. 

Gene Neavitt, asst. at Fulton, pro- 
moted to manzagership of Shea's 
Orpheum, McKees Rocks. He suc- 
ceeds Vincent Choate, recently ele- 
vated to city managership of Shea 
houses in Bradford, Pa 

WB has taken over Princess, 
Donora, Pa., from indie interests and 
extensive remodeling will be started 
soon. 

Mike Manos, head of indie circuit 
bearing his name, will build 1,200- 
seater in Uniontown, Pa. Construc- 
tion will begin this week and house 
will be open, Manos says, 
of February. 

Bob Dunbar will be honored at 
testimonial dinner in the William 
Penn hotel Monday (9) prior to his 
departure for Cincinnati. Dunbar, 
office manager at local WB-FN ex- 
change, has been made head of Cincy 
branch, replacing Ralph Kinsler, 
who is going into exhibition. 

Briefies: Al Glazer, who recently 
sold his two West P.urk houses to 

. A. Rosenberg, and his family 
have gone to Los Angeles to make 
their home...Louis Stuler, booking 
manager for Matteo Faenza’s thea- 
tres, resigned to join the John and 
Werner Lund circuit as an assistant. 

Jerry Roth, son of the indie the- 
atre owner and an army reserve 
officer, has left for Philadelphia and 
his Quartermaster’s School...Mar- 
ei Brown, bookkeeper for Ex- 

ibitor’s Service for 25 years, ailing 
in Allegheny General hospital. 


re- 


Murray Vice Panzer 
Albany, N. Y., Dec. 3. 

Mitch Panzer has resigned as 
booker-salesman for Monogram, suc- 
ceeded by William Murray, former 
office manager-booker for the old 
Grand National Exchange here and 
later with Grand National in Buf- 
falo. Panzer came to Albany in 1938 
when Mono opened local office. Nate 
Sodikman, transferred to Albany 
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is Mono manager. 
Sodikman advanced from salesman. 

Lee Beecher, for some years in 
charge of advertising accessories at | 
local exchange and a 
transferee to National Screen’s sub- 
sidiary when the latter took over 
the job from Paramount, went to 
New York to accept a position as 
booker under Thomas H. Martell, di- 
rector of U. S. Army Film Service. 
Martell was here recently on a book- 
trip for the army house in 
Plattsburg. Sacketts Harbor and 
Pine Plains are also encampment 
spots booked out of Albany by 
Martell. 


ing 





Rensselaer’s Sunday Pix 
Rensselaer, N. Y., Dec. 3. 
Uptown. Rensselaer’s only 
is playing Sunddy pix for 
the first time, now that the city 
fathers have okayed them. Cliff 
Swick, one-time Smalley circuit 
manager in Dolgeville and Norwich, 
conducting the theatre. 


The 
theatre, 


8 in A. C. Close for Winter 
Atlantic City, Dec. 3. 


Two boardwalk film houses, 


Strand and Virginia, shuttered Mon- | 


day (2) until Spring. With closing 
of Strand, Wielland-Lewis' chain 


now has only Apollo going on ’walk 
and WB, which conducts Virginia, 
now has only Stanley. Margate, 
nabe house in that residential sec- 
tion, also closed Monday. 

Work progressing rapidly on new 
theatre being erected by Wielland- | 
Lewis on Atlantic avenue (main 


pix next summer. 


Dick Pritchard’s Dual Job 
Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Dick Pritchard, manager of the/| 
Ambassador theatre, made new di- 
rector of entertainment at the Cocoa- | 
nut Grove, nitery located along with | 
the Ambassador theatre in the Am- | 
bassador hotel here. 

Lou Rosenberg, in partnership with 
Fox West-Coast, broke ground for 


1,.000-seat theatre at the San Luis 
Obispo to cash in on the military 
training camps nearby. Land, build- 


ing and equipment will cost about) 
$150,000. 

Leo Miller, with Fox-West Coast 
for five years, named head booker for 
Warner Bros. western theatres, suc- | 
ceeding E. Port Major, deceased. 

Robert C. Rothafel shifted from 
Fox Van Nuys theatre in Van Nuys | 
to the El Rey, L. A. Hamilton Davis 
took over the Van Nuys job. Carl} 
Melton replaced L. O. Heinonen as! 
manager of the Fox-W.C. State in| 
Stockton, 


Rochester Embassy Reopens 
Rochester, N.Y,, Dec. 3. 

Embassy takes off shutters to show 
for two weeks at 55c top, 
against 44c of other first-run houses. 
‘Orage’ in as second feature. 

Gannett papers are carrying the 
ads on manager A. H. Gallacher’s 
promise not to sensationalize othei 
estaba Theatre has been under 
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'a cloud with the newspapers since 
officials closed burlesque there last 
7 
| . M. Loew of Boston, operator of 
the’ Embassy, may try straight film 
| policy after ‘Ecstasy’ run. 
Loew's N. Y. Realignments 
S. H. Meinhold of Loew's 
nounced transfer of Clyde 
assistant at Loew’s Valencia, to man- 
agcr of the Oriental, replacing Joseph | 
Rubenfeld, deceased. 
erett, Astoria, moves to Loew's Pal- 
ace, all in N. Y. 





an- 


Newsreeler Stalled 

Cleveland, Dec. 
| Construction work may hold 
,;planned pre-Christmas preem 
new newsreel house, 


Cleve. 
3. 


of 


New York, one in Chicago and an- | 
| other in Frisco, but early January | 
opening is pretty definite. 


Jimmy Ewing’s House 
Spokane, Dec. 3. 

Jimmy Ewing, formerly with the 
Evergreen Theatres, will take over 
jthe Theatre, Auburn, Wash., after 
the first of the year. 

Almost an entire week of snow, 
rain and slush, with a fog thrown 
In, 
here, 


Shay’s House 
Schenectady, N. Y., 
Frank X. Shay, former manager 
of Fabian theatres in Cohoes and 
previously a Schenectady exhibitor, 
now conducting local nabe formerly 
called the Mount Pleasant and later 
the Metro, under the name _ the 
)C rane. Shay was at one time presi- 
dent of the City Council and acting 


Dec. 3. 


| mayor of Schenectady. 
stem) to house legit productions and | 


Fred Gray Upped 
Regina, Sask., Dec. 3. 
Jack Zaitzow, manager of the 
| Princess, Melville, Sask., for the past 
113 years, has turned managerial 


| duties over to Fred Gray, theatre’s 
projectionist, Zaitzow has moved to | 


Winnipég, where he will handle the 
| bookings for the theatre. 





$50,000 ‘Theatre Fire 

San Francisco, Dec. 

Fire which gutted the Enean the- 
atre, Pittsburg, Cal., near here, will 
keep the house dark until Christmas. 
Operated by Ena _ Bros., damage 
placed at $50,000. 
Paramount exch 


3. 


ange celebrates its 


annual Christmas party Dec. 20 with | 
manager H. Neal East presiding 


Affair has been a film-row highlight 
ever since it was inaugurated 20 
years ago by Herman Wobber. 
Dixie Building Boom 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 
Dixie theatre construction 
modernization boom continues. 
Palmetto Theatres, Inc., has brokeu 
ground for new Columbia, S.C., 
seat house. Chain’s fifth Columbia 
unit, other houses being Palmetto, 
Strand, Ritz and Five-Pojnts, Warren 
Irvin, district manager, Columbia in 
charge. Strand, razed in $10,000 fire 
reopened, after being repaired, mod- 
ernized. New ventilating system 
added, new RCA Microphonie sound 
installed and entire layout redec- 
rated. Curtis Mees manager. 
Palmetto Theatres 
cey subsidiary. W-K 
erates North Carolina 
Bids for chain’s fourth Spartanburg 
house, costin upwards of $60.000, 
being receive t office of R. B. Tal- 
bert, city n ager N 1] 
seat 900. ind ill air-condit ioned. 
Other W-K hanaee s here are Carolina, 
| State and Strand. State, now play- 
(ing B pix, will become second-run 
house. Strand is al -cond-run. 
New house ( y one of fom 
u Talbert says stage 
ail be routed to State 
occasional big time unit 
na and none at “ot! 


2. 
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Da Vis, 5 ! 
R. L McCoy, 
no WwW son 
New Le vy, Ga. house planned, 
due to increased patronage, plus ex- 
pected increased take from soldiers 


quartered at Camp Joe T. Robinson. | 


New East Bernstadt, Ky. house to be 
operated by R. C. Miller. Dr. E. M. 


| McDaniel has obtained local permit | 


|for $15,000 Martinsville, Va. a 
‘Herman Abrams has purchased 
Lumpkin (Ga.) house from Cowart 





Fuller, | 
Harvey Ev- 
| been far off, 
generally 


being built by | 
same syndicate that operates two in| Federal R 





has put a damper on business | 





| seasonally 





| Michigan and Ohio, 


the usual Thanksgiving take, 


| but in spite of the snow 


1,200- | 


S.C. Booms Via War 
Training; Costly Labor | 


Wilby-Kin- | 


_—e! 











‘any great extent until early in 1941 


because \many of the pictures made 
under the reduced production setup 
are just going into distribution. 





Northwest Up, but Not B.O. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 
theatre grosses have 
Northwestern business 
in October’ established 
‘new post-depression highs for that 
month,’ according to the Minneapolis 
Reserve bank report just 
issued. The statement makes the 
boxoffice results all the more dis- 
turbing. 

The report asserts that city and 
country department store sales in 


Although 


|the territory were the highest for 


any October since 1936, that car- 
loadings hit their greatest October 
level since 1929, that employment 


was the best for any October in the 
seven years that the records have 
been kept and that lumber sales set 
a new 20-year high. 

While farmers’ cash 
seven important products decline 
in Cctober, it was never- 
theless 8% larger than for the same 
month a year ago, according to the 
report. 


__—— 


Storms Hurt 
Storms and unseasonly cold 
weather throughout the country have 


seriously affected business at the box- | 


ffices, With reports indicating a 
drop of close to 50% in some cases. 
Because of freezing weather in the 


| south, grosses have gone off severely 
|in Georgia and Alabama _ but 


in 
Louisiana the theatres have not been 
hurt so much except for floods in the 
western part of the state which also | 
made bad inroads on business in the | 
Panhandle and southern Oklahoma. 
The middle west is down as is the 
northwest which was gripped by 
snowstorms, while in other portions 
of the northern tier of states, such as 
the ear ly freeze 
caused trouble at the b.o.’s. 


cases this had the effect of lessening 


states on Nov. 21. in others the 28th. 
All of New England celebrated 
turkey-carving last Thursday (28) 


and sub-zero 


temperatures in some sections, busi- 
ness held up well in this ter- 
| ritory. 


Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 8. 
Huge war department building- 
training program in South Carolina 
both a boon and headache to theatre 


operators. 


Scarcity of labor and skyrocketing 
of wages for carpenter painters, 
bricklayers is headache, due to ex- 
tensive construction program under 
way. In Columbia, state cap, where 
expanded Fort Ja » will 

ouse 40 000 soldi« Ss, vor} en 
large num}! ers Ca it be i it an 
price They're all employed in the 
fort ere 00 bil ng are being 
erected Wilby-Kince Pal O 
An nents, I I ¥ worl 
On its building program there be» 
fore mater ; nd ] Yr go any 
higher. Remodeling of Strand at 
iround 10 grand completed and work 
is being rushed on fifth new unit. 

In Spartanburg where surveying 
has started on a $7,000,000 camp for 
16,500 men, city manager Bob Tal- 
bert reports taking of b moved 
ip for fo ‘th 9 -K T order to 
get “ontractor on tha lotted line 

1o¢ ? ¢ ] i 
e ¢ ecte » d ‘fore first 
we 

Goo nev 1s ft itnoa é < t 
have beer nnounced here for thea 
tre yn reservation, so expected that 

ost of 16,500 men, plus many visit- 
ors, will jam houses, already doing 

cely at boxoffice, due to better biz 


nerally. 

Thousands of men already at Fort 
Jackson are booming biz, with thou- 
sands more scheduled to report for 
training as fast as barracks are built. 
| Spartanburg camp. scheduled for 
completion by March 15. 





income from | 


| the 
| ing city, 
| in the midst of a boom. 
In many | Isley, 


in some | 
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made by Trenton Post, No. 93, Amer. 
ican Legion, 

Theatres included in the patriotic 
gesture include the RKO interests, 
which control the Lincoln, Capitol, 
Palace, Broad and State; the Stacy 
interests, which include the Stacy, 
Strand and Bijou. The Greenwood 
theatre is also included, and coop- 
eration of the Hunt interests has 
also been made. 

In accordance with desire of Tren- 
ton legion post to take an active part 
in seeing to the well-being and 
proper recreation facilities for the 
newly-enrolled service men, particu- 
larly at Dix, Commander Edward G. 
Dolton appointed a committee con- 
sisting of C. F. Messerschmidtt and 
William N- Gilbert to confer with 
James M. Brennan, RKO divisional 
manager, and the other theatres. 


It was pointed out that at the pres- 
ent time there are 17,000 soldiers 
'at Dix, while in a few months that 
figure is expected to be more than 
doubled. 


2 War-Boom Theatres 


Palaclous, Texas, Dec. 3. 

This city of a normal population 
of 1,500 were onlookers for the open- 
ing here last week of two new 1,000- 
seat theatres. Granada, owned and 
operated by Phil Isley, opened Noy, 
26 and two days later J. G. Long 
| opened his new house here. 


This city will be the home of the 
| National Guard encampment and the 
two houses are expected to take care 
| of the increase in the population, 
| Guardsmen are allowed to take their 
| families with them to the place 
where they are trained according to 
bulletins issued by the War Dept. 
and according to early arrivals, each 
guardsman is bringing his family. 
The family is not allowed to live on 
reservation but in the neighbor- 
which finds this small town 





it is understood, plans to use 
stage shows in conjunction with his 
motion picture presentations. 





Hawaii's Upbeat 


Honolulu, T. H., Nov. 28. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

To put it mildly, Honolulu is 
bedlam with the thousands of Navy 
men suddenly ashore in this quiet 
spot, and no entertainment for them 
lexcept picture shows and cheap 


dance halls. And white girls are de- 
cidedly in the minority here for 
them dance with. The situation 
is so serious the Government began 
building recreation centers for them 
near their bases and, from the pres- 
ent outlook, it’s going to be a city of 
+} 


to 


Government tents if there are many 
more troops rushed in here. 

Skilled mechanics had to be im- 
ported here. One ship. the S.S 
Washington, alone brought in 1,000 
men and they are co elled to re- 

1¢ a de ted 0] use, 
ipartment houses and even rooms 
ire unobtainable. It is bevond huma 
thinkin the prices that some are 
i | y ie ay, te } } } 2 

The Japanese situation, I am sure 

en ( ; to you all there on the 

nainland but we here pay no atten- 
tion to any of them, as they are ve 
quiet, polite and reallv agreeable. We 
sit ne xt to them in the theatres, re 
taurants and at various gathe 
and find no fault with them. othe 
than they just cannot, or will not 
let their parents be blamed for the 
so-called ‘dual business.” That's t 
expre 10Nn ised here If l f the 
ol] ler Ji panese vyenerat n KY ( 
suddenly Dass on I ¢ ire voul ve al 
no time would have one sec s 
cause for distrust in anv of the 
younger generation. They idolize the 
American games, baseball, football 
any fame you can mentio! ny- 
thing where their alert minds c« 


be pitted against honest chance. This 
is where they shine. 

For the next eight years Honolulu 
and all of Hawaii, will be receiv! 
tremendous benefits from all this 
huge wealth that’s pouring in here. 
Show business, pictures, niteries, etc 
will be in the upper five business 


ng 
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with MARLENE DIETRICH Cross & Dunn |& Shingler. J. M. Wentzel installed | 20¢ Top Regardless For 7 hon 
and JOHN WAYNE The Hartmans i In Person. pew ere in Norman Theatre, | ; Mabel Thomas. 
: AYNE Van Alexander mmy Lunceford ouisville, Ky. i i 
ARG Tits RIVOLI arannwey and Orchestra and Orchestra | Independent Theatres, Inc has | All Soldiers - Trenton ME 
b ‘~ | “$s : oe a] oe | Res 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS (acquired and will remodel, reopen | Trenton, Dec. 3. DIRECTS AR sbidagresi 
Station WDOD, (Chattanooga) Play-| Trenton picture houses have placed Hollywood, Dee. 3. 
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e Rie Joan COOPER: HERBEC K R. S. Rogers signatured deal Toews where the price of admission is | Company moved from the I. E. 
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Released thru United Ar Midnite screen Shows j tre, Gaffney, S. C., signed with Altec | theatrical interests of the city after | used by Columbia to take care of 
| SESS y Hamrick Enterprises; Ine, a request for cooperation had. been /| overflow production - 
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* PARAMOUNT’S "SECOND CHORUS” PARAMOUNT'’S SECOND CHORUS'.-... < 








Thirty-two theatre exhibitors in the Southwest wildly 
acclaimed the new Fred Astaire-Paulette Goddard 


film, "SECOND CHORUS" at Dallas screening. 


Se 











~"'Perfect entertainment 
and Fred Astaire’s 


“The very best picture 
for the times. Just what 


the public wants to- best picture,’ says Karl 
day, says R.J.O’Donnell, é | Hoblitzelle, President of 
Vice-President and Gen- i es | Interstate Theatres rep- 
eral Manager of Inter: , resenting 127 theatres in 


state Theatres, Texas, 






FRED ~ PAULETTE 


— ASTAIRE | ~ GODDARD 


SECOND CHORUS” 


A Paramount Picture with. é 


Artie Shaw ssa" - Charles Butterworth 
sanodoope * Produced by Boris Moros 


Directed by H: & Potter + Original Story by Frank Cavett + Screen Play by 


“Elaine Ryan and lan McLellan Hunter 


..,and the Texas Boys are booking it for New Years! 
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. J W H d f 7 jpackage of five permitted by I 
| decree. e e 

{ { { | Heads of all the Hays-affiliated | F l R 
ince Jr. Went to Hwood Lefty's “isis oo: 9» mysommis| ilm Reviews 
e . ‘Ty? | moderately budgeted talkers, which | Continued from page 12 

would be put out on a flat rental | 

Worried About His B Xmas Present basis solely for the lower niche on} BARNYARD FOLLIES Barbara Everest, is not a wory 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. | 


Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 3. jog 


Dear Joe: 


1e customers have come in a little thicker this week, but it wasn’t! such as has been in evidence in past 

ell, 

h ictures that drove ’em in, it was the weather. Plenty of rain; one BUY | years, 
ep . 


that was building a house said he thought he'd have done better if he built 


a boat. I'm sure glad the Thanksgivings have passed and the football sea-| will] have to be 


gon is over. Folks get kinda tired watching the newsreels for weeks and 


not | 

but | Ralph Bowman (‘Gateway to Holly- 
|} wood’ winner), June Storey and 
| Isabel Randolph (Mrs. Uppington of 
the Fibber McGee-Molly program) 
|all contribute as much as could be 
expected from the story’s limited 
contents. Frank McDonald's direc- 
tion is in the same vein, Kan. 


| double bills, they will be able 
|only to reclaim negative costs, 
| garner some net as well. 

So Hollywood is mapping its 1941- 
| 42 skeds on a basis of only two types 
product—biggies and_ smallies. 
There will be no intermediate class 





Of one thing they are cer- | 
tain, however. That is that there | 
at least one high- 
budgeteer in every block hitting the | 


Trailing Double Trouble 


just seeing guys passing, running and falling; they're ell alike with differ- | market. | (WITH SONG) 


ent scores. 


Got a letter from Aggie in Hollywood. She and Junior are coming home | f 


as the picture Junior was in is all over and so far his option hasn't been 
taken up. It seems that when Junior went into Mr. B's office (that’s the 
producer) he didn’t see anything he shouldn't have, which he thought he 
did on account of Mr. B. becoming very pally with him. We figured he 
did it because he didn’t want the kid to snitch. But it turns out that every- 
thing was on the up-and-up, or else they'd a-taken up his option. So you 
see it’s bad to judge people or producers by ‘the looks of things.’ 
Anyway I'm very glad that Aggie and the kid are coming home, because 
it's been plenty lonesome without ‘em. The first week they went away | 
I felt like one of Aggie’s lions turned loose and in a few days I felt like | 
one of Karl Emmy's pets. Anyway there ain't any guys here that can keep | 


their eyes open after midnight, and when you win ina poker game it don’t | 


add up over three bucks in I.0.U.’s 


The house felt kinda empty so I had to drink enough gin until I felt there | 


was company there and then I'd fall asleep, and the next day I had to look 
at the pictures they sent me, and didn’t know if it was a hangover or a 
release. So all in all I'm glad they're coming back. 

What’s bothering me now is what to get Junior for Christmas. It was 
easy up to now, almost anything was okay, but now that’s he’s been work- 
ing in pictures it’s gonna be hard to please him. You know even those 
babies in pictures say ‘Dough Dough’ instead of ‘Da Da.’ Instead of a little 
electric train I guess Junior won’t be satisfied unless it’s a regular engine 


with a streamline train and a live engineer and conductor, and even then | 
Hollywood makes kids and grownups dissatis- | 


he’ll thing it’s a B present. atis 
fied. A lot of ’em forget that Hollywood is a place where one year it is 
$1,000 per week and then the next year it’s $100 per-haps. Maybe I'll get 


Junior a bunch of blank contracts and let him spend Christmas filling them | 


in with the salary he'd like to get. You know kids have a great imagina- 
tion. So have actors. 
Aggie’s ‘Dressitute’ 

I told you that Aggie bought a load of clothes here to go to Hollywood 
with and now she writes me she has to buy some clothes to come back 
home with as the folks here will expect to see her with the latest Holly- 
wood styles. You can’t beat dames and their clothes-rack minds. To hear 
Aggie talk you’d think she was dressitute. 

Heard about our old friend Father Leonard of St. Malachy’s going Up- 
stairs. 
anybody in the Big Town. I remember the time when Arthur Rigby was 
dying in Paterson, his home town, and they cailed in a local priest to give 
Artie the last rites and Artie said ‘Father, I know you're okay, but I'd like 
to have Father Leonard, he can fireproof me better.’ And that’s the way 
all the showfolks felt about Father Leonard. Many a time when he found 
a guy wasn't doing well he would call up the booking office and get the 


‘act’ some work, and the actor thought it was ‘the act’ the office wanted, 


and Father Leonard never told him no different. And how he loved a 
good laugh. You remember the time when he got a smile outta the gang 
in his sermon he said, ‘Now don’t top that, fellers, I have it protected with 
the NVA.’ He was a grand soul, who trod the world gently and was kind 
to tired humanity. My old man used to say, ‘In this world things are only 
lent to us.’ Well, Father Leonard was lent to the showfolks, to kinda ‘fix- 
up’ their acts,’ and now he’s gone back to the Big Boss to give him a good 
‘report’ on us. Me and Aggie and all the actors that knew and loved him 
will bend the knee for him as long as we live. 
Remember me to the gang, SEZ 
Your pal, 
LEFTY. 


P. S. Ex-Governor Harold Hoffman sez, ‘If you have a long speech to} 


deliver and your throat is sore—cut it.’ 


He sure was a great soul and knew and loved actors better than | 


Monogram release of George Weeks pro- 
Stars Ray Corrigan, John King, 
Terhune, features Lita Conway, Roy 


duction. 
Max 





e | Barcroft, Tom London, Forrest Taylor. 
David Rose Directed by Roy Luby. Story, George 
Pivmpton; adaptation, Oliver l)rake; film 

editor, Rov Clatre: camera, Fd Linden; 





Continued from page 4 song, ‘Under Western Skies,’ by Lew Por- 
7 = 


ter and Johrny Lange. At Central, N. Y., 





men on that floor but Rose escaped | half dual bill, week Nov, 27, "40. Running 
unharmed | time, 58 MINS, 

i : I LO RE rer r Ray Corrigan 

Although little defense has peen | pusty WEEETTLCTTTrrrreryT errerey John King 

developed by either side as protec- | ina fx vd delnndeacnees Max Terhune 

ty . P P . SES TRD. BOUND. 0¢ 600 cvonvsesens Ata Conway 

; > "ay ' . - 

tion against night aerial raids, he ex- i rere Nancy Loutse King |! 

plained that the amount of damage | Jim Moreland................. Roy Barcroft 

| done is amazingly small. Sherif... seeseeeeecssseereees Forrest Taylor 


‘I was in our own Plaza theatre. | roe TIA aaa om 
London, one night when giant filares,| ‘“T'ailing Double Trouble’ is George 


| Weeks’ second western in the so- 
| were dropped and then thousands of ;called Range Buster series which 
}pounds of incendiary bombs were |stars Ray Corrigan, John King and 
literally shoveled out by the Ger-| Max Terhune, a trio of well-revolv- 
| mans, 
'were started.’ 

Fig Ba say + grotoang — — the Mesquiteers threesome, which 
indicated at first because the main|™ade a flock of horse operas for Re- 
section of the communitv 


: which lit up the streets like daylight. 


was hit. | public. 

Only portions of two industrial plants The Weeks film rates considerably 
were damaged, he claimed. above average, although the budget 
| ‘Exploding bombs don’t snread over | on which the producer warked prob- 
| as large an area as generally sup-|ably was much less than that which 
posed. The land mines, however. are| figures for other western manufac- 


la different matter, snewing theiriturers, such as Harry Sherman 
blast over a vast expanse. They | (“Hopalong Cassidy’). Very much in 
come floating down by parachute so | Weeks favor is the fact that he is 
there is no way of directing them attempting 20 get re Srom the 

: | same old backgrounds. This is some- 
with anv degree of accuracy The thing of a relief. even though the 
time bombs also are a big threat un-| mountainous country he uses in 


less caught in time. ‘Trailing Double Trouble’ is hardly 


‘One came down on a stage close|the kind that lends itself to cattle 
ito the one where we were making | 8razing. 
‘Quiet Wedding. By removing part This time the self-styled Range 
of the blast and then detonating it,| Busters come across a murder, plot- 
the damage was confined to a minor | ted by - attorney — —— hg 
43 : ’ ia view to removing the obstacle to 
portion of this stage. la $50,000 gravel contract. 
Production to Continue 
Rose said there was no prospect | daughter of the murdered 
of immediate stoppage of production | since through it the attorney, as 
in England. Because of the difficulty | guardian, becomes empowered to 
in casting features. it is impossible | Close the contract and skip town with 
‘for eight or 10 big pictures to be| he 50 grand. Range Busters kidnap 
in: production at the came tins. Te! the baby to prevent this, and its aunt, 
gale -" 7 | pretty Lita Conway, is herself kid- 
indicated that most of the U.S. major | napped as the plot thickens. 
a s would hav : to make three There fs plenty of action, including 
o four features to fill out require-/ a swell fist fight in a saloon set and 
ments of the existing British quota| another free-for-al] in a secluded 
|law, instead of the seven or eight |cabin hideout. Story moves along ata 
{each under the old setup (without| good clip and suspense is admirably 
|the monetary quota clause). sustained to the last. 


| 





|as the dinner the 


happy choice, though in a scene 
in which she is about to be killed 
because she stumbles on an apparent 
murder she shows a flash of thespian 
worthiness. 
Lessers are Thorley Walters, a 
fast-talking Englisher; Eileen Ben. 
nett, a fair looker who doesn’t have 
a chance to show much, and Michael 
Drake, the lad who comes close to 
being killed. Plot was to drug and 
place him in a trunk to be taken out 
of the country, there to be dumped 
into a pit. Drake comes out of the 
drug and everything’s oke for the 
finish, when the man who planned 
the murder breaks down, Char. 





Ft. Dix’ Vaude 


Continued from page } 








carry with them. They loved every- 
thing; applauded until 
sore, 


their palms 
and gave every act a 


showstop that had as many vitamins 


were 
actors had pre- 
viously eaten in the mess hall. The 
dinner, incidentally, had Lieut.-Col. 
H. G. Paullen acting as host and also 
was a christening for the new mess 


; | hall, seating 1,000, and a new-type 
Desnite this, only two fires! ered Robin Hoods of the plains. Cor- | 


|rigan and Terhune were formerly of | 


utensil for the victuals. This new 

aluminum plate has six indentures 

as separate receptacles for the meat, 

vegetables, etc., and makes a bum 

out of the old-style messkit, in 

Which everything looks like a stew. 
Stubby Kaye's Click 


Bruce Rogers’ orchestra played 
the show, opening with ‘The Star- 
Spangled Banner’ and segueing into 
a hoke version of ‘Oh, How I Hate 
to Get Up in the Morning,’ by Stubby 
Kaye, who weighs a snappy 235, in 
a misfit uniform. It was a natural 
bit for the prospective soldiers and 
Kaye, who m.c.d from there on, was 
set solidly. Kaye is virtually a new- 
comer to pro ranks, being a Major 
Bowes graduate of three years ago, 


| but he showed a remarkable natural 


A_ baby | 
' . . . 

| figures importantly in the action, the | 
rancher, | 


talent ir pacing this layout. It was 
not only a cise of a very receptive 
audience: his work rated 
with the best. 


actua iy 


That also goes for the other acts, 
who included Troy and Lynn, mixed 
team of eccentric Maryon 
Dale, smart singer now at the Panda 
Clup in N. Y.; Sophisticated Ladies 
(3), excellent knockabout dancers; 
Kelvin and Jocelyn, good mixed 
singing team; Suzanne and Chris- 


qaancers, 


| tine, stylized dancers; Linda Moody, 


nifty tapster who came in from the 
Walton Roof, Philadelphia; Chiquita 
Maria, cute conga dancer, formerly 


| with Ciro Rimac’s orch, who had her 


‘Quiet Wedding’ was started and Is 


| two brothers beating the conga drum 
| Terhune is the comedy member of |and bongos; and Doris Carson, who 





™~ 





—O™i 








. | — + M ye . 
nearing completion bv Paramount In the starring trio, a former vaude appeared in several musical clicks on 














| H’wood’s ‘Keep It Clean’ 


Continued from page 7 








live up to the spirit as well as the | race 
letter of the cleansing agreement. In | events that have held their attention 
fairness to the film makers it must|and drawn their attendance in the 
be said that they’re already doing | past. Instead, 
the latter, even though some of them | job 52 weeks of the year except for 
have cheated slightly on the former. | the usual vacation leave 

If Hays has his way there will be $40,000 Package Picture 
no further attempts by the producers That ‘cheaters’ will 
to slip throu; such ‘heated’ dialog | pour out of the Hollywood mills, in 


meets and other off-the-job 


as marked Warners’ “Torrid Zone’ | spite of the necessary increase in 
“TT }, , “ive hy lig » Alc in- i . 
and “They Drive by Night.” Also in- | the number of expensive offerings, 


Res will . ~hanged ' Se | a . : 
dicative of the changed trend that is | js foreseen in negotiations now un- 


to come under Hays’ proposed|qer way by a major company to 
uightening-up are the recent scissor- | fnance and distribute four pictures 
ing of 20th-Fox’s ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ |, pe independently produced on 
from which considerable blue-pen- budgets of $40.000 each Thev 
ciling was done on the ‘Sheik of : 


would be made by a new lensing 
outfit consisting of a producer, a 
= A : | writer and a production accountant, 
Chad Hanna,’ from which a bed-| 41) of whom were formerly on the 


roo scene, built around Dorothy | “ere ted 
om sC ' ~ |payroll of the negotiating distribu- 
Lamour and Herry Fonda, was de- | 


| tor. 
pee | Trio is convinced it can turn out 
Behind Hays’ demands for a new aE te 


features chat will be acceptable even 
deal for the purity code, of course, | ynder consent decree conditions. at 
is that recent warnings from 


; ; cel-|the same time holding shooting 
tain church groups that pictures are | costs strictly within the specified 


again getting out of control insofar | amounts. To accomplish this, the 
as their moral standards are con- | three will forego all salary, depend- 
cerned. ing solely upon profits for-remunera- 
Although the producers are not ition. Besides, there will be neither 
doing nipups over that situation, | story nor script outgo, the scribbling 
they are taking seriously that con-|member of the firm contributing 
sent decree paragraph which says |both. Lensing skeds will be so fixed 
features mugt be sold in blocks of | that a middle-class ‘name’ player 
not more than five. This means that ; will head the cast, but his entire 
each group offered exhibs will have |chore will be wound up in about 
to contain at least one important | three days, with the whole picture 
picture, and which in turn, calls for | to be wrapped up in a maximum of 
the even spacing of lensing dates on |two weeks. 
the heavy budget product. Organizers of this outfit fee) that 
Producers and associated produc- | they will be able to turn out for 
ers entrusted with supervision over | $40,000 a picture that will compare 
the more costly films will 
able in the future to arrange their | ‘B’ features that will flow from the 
starting dates in such a way as to | major lots, at least two or three of 
permit them leisure periods during 'which will be wrapped up in each 


Araby’ sequence, which went heavy 
on nudity, and the same company’s 





they will be on the | 


continue to | 


not be! favorably with the flood of costlier | 


|spite of heavy bombings. Rose said 
that ‘Hatter’s Castle.” story by Dr. 
A. J. Cronin. probably would go into 
nroduction in 


Denham. with Leslie Hdward heing | 


considered as lead. Also that Clive 
| Brook was writing an oricinal story 
which would follow ‘Castle’ 

| Can’t Spread the Talent 
Inabilitv to get American film stars 
lis the main canse of casting difficul- 
ties. he said. Because there are few 
| players to go around and time needed 
on each film. several story pronerties, 
|}earmarked for British quota pro- 
duction, may be shifted to Hollv- 
|}wood. He mentioned  snecifically 


| 
transferred to studios. 


American 


Cary Grant was considered as the 
lend for this at one time. 
| Parmount is using frozen coin to 


pay off mortgage debentures on the- 
atres in Eneland 
ling the tied un monev for production 


| 


ing nicely in London at the Carlton 
| Rose exnlained. although doing only 
|nine shows weekly at about $2 top 
|regular West End prices. Winston 
Churchill saw the picture on Nov. 
iy 9 

British people want liehter screen 
material. Propaganda films which 
are made in U. S. seem more at- 
tractive to patrons than the British 
ones, he indicated. 

There is a possibility that 16- 
millimeter pictures may be screened 
lin underground cinema auditoriums 
but none has been shown at regular 
nerformances so far. Rose hinted 
ithat if 16-mm. versions of features 
jare projected, the film business 
wanted to be sure safeguards were 
iset up to protect their pronerties. 
No regular underground theatres 
j|have been established though that Is 
a nossibility in London. 

Rose returns to England sometime 
in January after further home office 
huddles and confabs with John W 
| Hicks, Jr., foreign chief. 





the next 30 days at| 


‘Admirable Crichton,’ as likely to be | 


It also is employ- 


‘North West.Mounted Police’ is do- | 


| ventriloquist. He has several bits 
| with his dummy that are amusing. 
| Principal heavy is Roy Barcroft, an 
accepted type. 

Porter and Johnny Lange 
| wrote the one song, ‘Under Western 
| Skies,” which is featured by Jimmy 
| Wakely and his cowboy group of 
| singer-instrumentalists, Char. 


} ——_a_ 


DESIGN FOR MURDER 


| (BRITISH-MADE) 

World release of John 

tion Features Manning Whiley, Barbara 
Everest, Michael Drake, Hay Petrie, Thor- 
ley Walters and Eileen Bennett. Directed 
by Roy Boulting. Based on play by 
| inald Denham and Edward Percy; 
j} tion. Francis Miller; film editor, 
Boote; camera, Wilkie Cooper and 
Sivin At Central, N Y half 
week Nov. 27, '40. Running time, 


| Lew 


adapta- 
Clifton 
Arthur 
dual bill, 
60 MINS. 
Manning Whiley 
tart 


rsuia . B 


EEN oa $0 ca eees escuela 
irbara Everest 
Michael Drake 
Thornley Walters 
Hay Petrie 


Grierson 
Fray 

| « d Tar 
Eve.... 


A depressin 


Broadway. All delivered in top- 
‘flight fashion, Bruce Rogers’ orch 
also rating bends for the way it 


Boulting produc- 


Reg- | 


Eileen Bennett | 


played the show, especially consider- 
ing the short rehearsal. 
All Cuffo 

None of the acts was paid, the 

U. S. Army authorities not yet hav- 

ing built up a recreation fund to 

buy talent. However, there are 12 


recreation halls being built at Fort 
Dix, which will eventually have 
around 40,000 soldiers, and_ it’s 


planned to charge the 


soldiers an 


admission of 25c to see stage shows. 
Acts will then be paid, any profits 
going into the general recreation 
fund, now being fed only by the 
proceeds from a couple of fil 
houses, seating around 1,000 eac! 
which charge a 14c admission. The 
Army pays for the films and Majo1 
J. C. Donaghue, in charge of re 


reation at the camp, states that tale: 


fel , , ; 
| also will be paid in the future. With 


English-made, on the | 


| chillier side, that is low on value for | 


|} this or any other market. Besides 
being a story of very gloomy char- 
acteristics, it is also exceedingly 
tiresome and, in the execution, any- 
thing but impressive. 

Based on a play, apparently of 
English origin, it was turned out by 
John Boulting, who produced ‘Pastor 
Hall,” recently released by United 
Artists. Roy Boulting directed, but 
not much can be said for what he 
has achieved. There’s little merit in 
the direction. 


Film is more a study of a psycho- 
pathic and cynic who seemingly has 
gotten the dirty end of things ever 


complex, finally decides to carry out 
a gruesome murder. In the process 
of his fright, after proceeding with 


untimely interference of others about 
which nothing can be done, the per- 
formance of Manning Whiley is also 
a study in the matter of a guilty con- 
| science and a bad case of nerves. 


Whiley plays the role satisfactorily. 





the murder plot, partly caused by the | 


'of the 


| 
| 





fA y 
© iu ¢ 


12 theatres, it will be possibl 

many as six shows to play the can 
in one night, doing a show in each 
recreation halls on a stag- 
gered time basis. It was also sug- 
gested that the picture theatres of 
larger seating capacity be equipped 
with stages, and one officer said the 
recommendation would be made to 
the quartermaster. 

Right now Fort Dix has virtuaily 
no stage equipment, nor facilities to 
get any, with the result that the first 
show also got cuffo use of hangings 


| and drapes from Artcraft, sound and 


since he was a child and, no doubt | 
suffering badly from an inferiority | 





spotlight equipment from others, 
and the Fifth Avenue Bus Co. do- 
nated a cross-country type bus to 
transport the performers from N. Y- 
to Fort Dix and back. As the Jand 
is built up from the mud into modern 
barracks, so will the equipment and 
facilities to provide entertainment 
for the soldiers, 

When that comes to pass, and } 
shouldn't be long, lots of performers 
will be busy playing a 


route ¢« 


‘The character woman of the story, | Army camps from Coast to Coast. 
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ADVANCING THE ART OF RADIO 


man and boy, these 
binoculars to the horizon and 
shouted ‘thar she blows.’ Meaning, figuratively 
speaking, the radio stations of the U.S. A, 
special prism now and again for Canada, the good 
neighbor to the north). 


For eight vears now, 
parties have put 


present 


(with a 


lt all started back in 1933 when in the midst of a 
typical Variety harangue about showmanship and 
how much radio needed it, and how little radio had 
maybe it was a still small voice, cried 


of the crowd “yust what is this here 


it, somebody, 
out in the back 
rfdio showmanship 


Ouick as a flash 
survey to get the facts 
and precisely what radio stations did b 


. +; i(le 
r\ began a nation-wide 


~ 


VARI 
on just what radio showman- 
ship was 
day and by night to operate im the public interes 
convenience and necessity. ‘The data is tairls 
interesting, partl I higested 
ind when printed in these columns it brought a 
wave ot Stukkers that dropped bombs 


ist, tremendously 


blast impertinent Variety off the radio map. Shrap- 
nel marks are still pointed out to callers and Va- 
kiETY cherishes the four-page letter from one vei 

very prominent, and equally confused, gentleman 


Who thought radio showmanship was the same 


radio ¢ irculation, Which gives Vou an idea of 1933, 


\ny thing that could cause that much commotion 
ip duaeonaen hae . , 14 
seemed likely to be either a new sure-cure for bald 
less or th journalistic faux pas of the century. It 
urned out to be the beginning of an annual hal 
Ls ] 1 17 

‘ , ( we are Ava i 
LTT \ me a torch for the radio c 


people’s eyes. 


little the radio ind 


conciled—we think—to Vartery riding a moto 
cycle out ahead of the army. a sort o 

7 . . - : 1 
del vated scout. Some ot the merchand: 


kle up their brows and register disquiet once in a 
While when this publication hints that American 
radio broadcasting has a destiny greater than sell 
ms as It sells soap, but only incidentally. Some 
of the merchandisers call this double talk. Others 
say it’s just the dream boys of the 
don’t look now, but they’re crazy. 

currently celebrating its 20th 
sary, Actually it is much younger in terms of its 
present day organization. NBC did not come until 
1926, CBS a year later. Respectability had lh. rds 
come by 1933 when these annual showm: inship sur- 
veys were initiated, So eight years 1s more than 
eight years in the ordinary sense—it is very nearly 
the span of broadcasting’s maturity. 1933 
there is the open country of the covered wagons 


and the Indians selling what’s good for what ails 
OU. Since 1933 


advert) 


west side and 


Radio is anniver- 


Before 


1 | 
ivi 


there is an industry, a 
ing medium and the greatest politico-social 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


world. Yes, these surveys have 
man and boy. 


force of the modern 
watched broadcasting grow, 

And what does it all count up to today? Only 
the most naive person in the trade can suppose tor 
a moment that a radio license is a blue sky franchise 
to squeeze the advertising and by-product possibili- 
ties dry with no thought tor anything else. Whether 
locally in terms of individual stations or nationally 
in terms of huge, 
radio industry is now and will continue to be under 
the responsibility of than 


| he 
WOrks thy 


SUCC esstul, po vertul ct 


° 1 
being more, much more, 


business men. ‘Lhev are the keepers of the gates ot 
demdcracy—and thats no mere Hower phrase 
culled from a pompou s speech. 

The debate goes on. ‘Two voung men about town 
and about radio are in bull session over two tall 
ones at the Stork Club. (/'ade is on dialog.) 

Pessimist he « $ /p ived radio in 
\merica from facing a crisis in prograt 

Optimist—‘liddiesticks Vl the = popularity 
charts show more listening than ever before.’ 

Pessimist— That’s because of the war making 1 
dio news so important Phe bull the t ;< 
oceanics, the commentators give radio a tal tlush 
of excitement that hides the tact that radio i ind- 
ing still as an entertainment.’ 

Optimist— You can . | | and thro 1 

t-put as hard and a tio cd 

Pes mist lak { \ fare t i Y 
Hlope, and Kate S lie ¢ 5 
d ul g 

()nt { | \ 

|»? 

P, 

Onptit f Y ; | f 

rou? 

re 111 “7 f | ] 
excitement of the war, there would be a big 1 
off. Radio programs are dull. They haven't changed 
for years. Same formulae, same people, same gags 

Optimist —Are you suggesting that Lever Broth- 


SS 
ers isn’t cold-blo oded, that 
hard-boiled, that Sterling 
ing ?’ 

Pessimist—Keep Sterlin gy 
they were in the introductory 
showmanship survey.’ 

Optimist—The trouble with you, pessimist, is 
that you're really an idealist.’ 

Pessimist—Tll bet you say 
boys.’ 

Optimist—This is the 
doubt, collect your 13% 


Procter “« Gamble isn't 
Products isn't calculat- 


Produc ts o1 


7 
remarks to last vears 


that to all the agency 


When in 


and keep your mouth shut. 


radio business. 


Radio is the greatest sure thing mm the history of the 

hiiman race’s quest of easy pickings. How can you 
ro wrong in radio? You got two a to ‘t witl 
1 five-card stud i lio is free et 


tertainment: ace number two—radio has 40,000,000 
dials. 

Pessimist— You mean to say it doesn’t matter 
whether the art of radio advances or stands still? 
Do you suggest it matter that everybody 
carbon-copices the other fcllow’s show ? 
radio. It’s the 

stumbled into.’ 
your idea of a SW ell 
that gives away an 


doesn I 


Optimist 
greatest darn thing anybody ever 

Pessimist— ‘Then |] 
program 18 an audience quiz 
airplane every week?” 


‘Nothing can stop 


suppose 


Optimist-—What’s the matter with giving away 
an airplane every week? People like \irplanes. 
They also lke diamond rings and sapphire Senate 3 
and badges.’ 

Pessimist—‘Phoos m badges, down with sap- 
phire brooches.’ 

Optimist— ¢ Ih, a Communist, eh?’ 

Pessimist—‘It it isn’t for Lynn Fontanne and 


Alfred Lunt and Watharine Cornell and George 
Fielding Lhot and Winston Churchill. what would 
be to remember about radio in 19402’ 


Optimist—Ilow about Cobina and Brenda 

Pessimist—Radio studios are full of phoney con- 

stants who go from show to show winning prizes, 
wW Vhat’s going to happe 11 to radio's integrity if people 
start ge tting wise to the fake set ups, the doctored 
life stories, the fiction peddled as fact?’ 

Optimist—Sometimes vou don’t seem to trust 
your fellow men?’ You don't think the public has 
Ar Hs | : ae ct 

P ‘D) 

. r othe 

nt yu d in 

If you b ritl ite | hn | on 

1 kin { { ca ( pelt at | 1 t 
own ill Eclure f] the b OT) in Lite 
Phill hang ( head. If 

1 ail 9 I Paramount the jitter- 
bugs boo you. Any ere but in radio when you're 


rotten, thes pet 
an exception?’ 

Optimist— -“That’s what's so wonderful. 
program is from hunger 
broadcast and the C. A. B. 

Pessimist 
structive, 
an art?’ 

Optimist—With me, it’s like this: 
there are actors to give 
bother about art?’ 

Pessimist—Sponsors are buying more stations 
and fewer ideas. Comedians are buying more real 
estate and fewer jokes. Where's the progress? 

Optimist—Didn’t Dorothy Lewis tour. the coun- 
try from input to output on behalf of better pro- 
grams? Didn’t ‘Cavalcade of America’ win an award 
at Ohio State Didn't | \rmstrong reform: 


Why should radio be 
If your 
away a cow every 
zooms,’ ; ; 
—Your attitude t sloppy and uncon- 
radio advance as 


uu vive 


Don’t vou want to see 


so long as 


wk read: , hy 
1 good, quick reading why 
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NBC 





CHESTER LaROCHE 
Young & Rubicam 





ALFRED J. McCOSKER 
WOR 


SPECIAL AWARDS 


On this page and the following pages there appears the report of 
the eighth annual VARIETY Radio Showmanship Survey. It is a report 
written against the background of a world in turmoil and of an industry 
that is more than an industry. These VARIETY surveys are designed to 
recognize, and are intended to stimulate, advancements in the art of 
radio. To that end a number of plaques are annually awarded in con- 
nection with the surveys to those organizations, including radio sta- 
tions, that have made noteworthy contributions to the art of radio and 
of radio showmanagement. 

Since the 1939 Radio Showmanship Survey not one year but, figu- 
ratively, a generation has passed. We live in a democratic world that 
has re-evaluated its blessings in the light of the threat to our ways rep- 
resented in the grim events of Europe and Asia. At the end of the year 
in which the classic edifice of liberty, France, fell, Americans realized 
anew the importance of an unfettered, unclogged, intelligently planned 
and operated American radio industry. This 1940 was a time ideally 
suited to the resolution that radio shall become neither the blue sky sell- 
ing franchise of short-sighted merchandisers on the one hand nor the 
sounding board of saboteurs, bigots or mischiefmakers on the other 
hand. 

VARIETY has, in addition to a number of awards to radio stations, 
singled out four particular activities of four organizations which, dur- 
ing 1940, seemed to contribute to the advancement of the art of radio 
by specific application and by example and production which, therefore, 
seem worthy of public spotlighting and commendation. 

First, citation is herewith made of the extensive, many-sided-in- 
tegrated policy of public interest programs developed by the National 
Broadcasting Company, largely through its Blue Network. In this con- 
nection the personages deemed most responsible are James Rowland 
Angell and Walter Preston, Jr. 

Second, citation is made of the fair play work of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters. Through its code and by its persistent hold- 
ing aloft of the torch of tolerance the N. A. B. has done much to clear 
the American air of bigotry. Neville Miller as president and Edward 
Kirby as director of public relations have led this campaign which re- 
quired much tact and courage. 

Third, citation is made of the intelligent guidance in general 
showmanagement given by the Columbia Broadcasting System to its own 
and its affiliated stations, an influence of undoubted value in raising 
radio operating standards. 

Fourth, citation is made of the advertising agency, Young & Ru- 
bicam, for applying showmanship, taste and research to improve com- 
mercial copy standards in radio advertising, a type of specialization in 
which Y&R has too few emulators. Joseph Moran is head of the radio 
eontinuity department. 

And a final recognition: In the past VARIETY has on several occa- 
sions awarded plaques to Canadian stations. This year XEW of Mex- 
ico City is recognized as a non-Yankee station on this continent that 
displays consistent and well-balanced showmanagement. Othon Velez 
is the general manager of the station, one of the Azcarraga syndicate 
properties. 





OTHON VELEZ 
XEW. Mexico City 


——— 


WALTER G. PRESTON, JR. 
NBC 








Oh. 
EDWARD KIRBY 
N.A.B. 





JOSEPH MORAN 
Young & Rubicam 





THEODORE STEIBERT 
WOR 


———— i a 
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“. ADVANCING THE ART OF RADIO ; 


WOR, NEW YORK CITY 


(High-Power Network Affiliate) 


WOR has demonstrated that it not only can 
make money in seven-figure denominations, but 
can also produce a continued, recognizable level of 

uality uniformly throughout its organization. 
Specifically, WOR gets a Showmanagement 
Plaque because: ; 

1. Its sales, research, and promotion depart- 
ments have been tuned to such a pitch that WOR 
not infrequently is raided by the networks for 
personnel. 

2. Conceivably cursed with 
pigness, WOR has un-hexed 
itself by such a flurry of spe- 
cial events that it manages— 
almost in the face of the im- 
possible—to annex a ‘local’ 
flavor. 

3. While unloading the 
curse of bigness, WOR has— 


» ee ee 








out, however, that second-rate personnel, over- 
worked underlings, and bargain-basement opera- 
tors obviously drag a station down to their own 
helpless level. If this statement is cold and in- 
humane, it should at least indicate that even in 
the coldest and most inhumane system of opera- 
tion the need for quality in personnel is still an 
economic, if not social, necessity. 

WGAR’s stockholders (G. A. Richards, Leo 
Fitzpatrick, P. M. Thomas, and John F. Patt) are 
wealthy persons. WGAR itself is a very wealthy 
enterprise. Yet (until quite recently) the station 
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VARIETY 


Plaques Awarded for 1940 





* 


to every employee; two-week vacation with regu- 
lar pay to every employee; children’s Christmas 
party for all employees’ children; Christmas party 
for all employees; stag Transmitter Party for all 
male employees; summer picnic for entire family 
of each employee; sick leave with pay; hospital- 
ization insurance for every employee, entire 
premium paid by company; life insurance policy 
for every employee, family beneficiary, entire 
premium paid by company; bank account opened 
for each newly-married couple in the organiza- 
tion; bank account opened for each new child born 
in the organization; the 42- 
hour, five-day work week in 
effect previous to the Wage- 
Hour Law.’ 





with the diaphanous hide-and- 
seek of an evening gown—- 
contrived to garner reams of 
publicity on a nationwide 
basis. This juggling act,‘while 





SPECIAL AWARDS 


FOR ADVANCING THE ART OF RADIO 








defying formula, nonetheless 
is an immense prestige-getter. 

4. Its women’s programs 
truly reflect the intimacies of 
the kitchen or the boudoir, 
while its classical programs 
are genuine classics. This 
transition from the corny to 
the sublime is another of 
those WOR hallmarks. 

5. A keen eye is reported 
this year by WOR toward em- 
ployee relations. Bonuses and 
a house organ are cited as evi- 
dences of this tendency. It is 
further stated that a policy to 
‘promote from within,’ rather 
than hiring from without, is 
in force. And this much is 
true—by and large the station 
has a staff which radiates de- 
termination, youth and good- 
will. 


TO THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY - 
FOR PROGRAMS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 


x* * * 


TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS 


FOR ITS CODE DEFENDING TOLERANCE 
x * * 


TO THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
FOR STIMULATING LOCAL SHOWMANAGEMENT 


x * * 


TO YOUNG & RUBICAM AGENCY 


FOR LEADERSHIP AND RESEARCH IN RADIO ADVERTISING COPY 


x * * 


TO XEW, MEXICO CITY 
FOR LEADERSHIP IN SHOW MANAGEMENT 


agement Award without quali- 
fication, 


WSB, ATLANTA 


(Station Showing Most 
Improvement) 


The award of a Plaque for 
‘improvement’ or ‘revitaliza- 
tion’ implies that such levers 
were necessary m view of the 
prior performance of a sta- 
tion. That most certainly ap- 
plies to WSB. The history of 
this 50,000-watter is spotty. 
Its cultivation of a big mar- 
ket was never virile, and its 
programming remained ob- 
scure to the trade. It will best 
be remembered (and then 
only in encyclopaedias and 
history books) as the incuba- 





6. WOR has a big coverage 
area in a densely populated 
sector. It has alertly been 
‘many things to many people’ 
without falling too far into the 





STATION AWARDS 
FOR ‘SHOWMANAGEMENT’ 


tor of radio’s first hillbillies. 

All that has now passed 
away — and _ within 
markably short period cf 
about a year. In January, 
1940, the Cox interests (At- 


the re- 








error of being wishy-washy 
or banal. 

No other station in WOR’s 
class so intelligently reported 
on its problems, so alertly un- 
folded solutions, or so agilely 
shifted 50,000 - watt bulk 
around the manifold corridors 
of operation. WOR is first and 
foremost a solid winner—and, 
secondarily, the victim of a 
notion (perhaps not entirely 
justified) that, like England, 
it somehow lacks complete 
formula, but nonetheless man- 
ages to barge through. Yet, 
this notion suggests  all- 
around sturdiness, and _ re- 
mains a compliment (though 
left-handed) until WOR’s 
barging becomes stereotyped. 
To date that has emphatically 
not been the case. 


WGAR, CLEVELAND 


(Network-Affiliated Regional 
Station) 

Few times in the history of 
these awards has it been so easy to pick a winner. 
WGAR turned in a 23-page report, a lot of which 
was (frankly) boilerplate. But on page 22 was an 
item which, coupled with Varrety’s intimate 
knowledge of the station, brings home the blue 
ribbon in no uncertain fashion. That item (and 
its corollary) is this: 

1. WGAR’s employee relations are miles in ad- 
vance of the general industry level. 

2. Because in this ephemeral business of broad- 
casting no station is better than its personnel, 
WGAR has forged a morale, which, while not suit- 
able for promotion, is nonetheless the clincher 
that makes the station really great. 

Vartety does not wish to be mistaken as a soap 

ox for union oratory, nor a social reformer. 
Neither does WGAR. Variety does wish to point 
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WOR, NEW YORK CITY 
(HIGH-POWER NETWORK AFFILIATE) 
x * * 


WGAR, CLEVELAND 


(NETWORK-AFFILIATED REGIONAL STATION) 


x * * 


WSB, ATLANTA 


(STATION SHOWING MOST IMPROVEMENT) 
x * fF 


WNEW, NEW YORK CITY 
(NON-NETWORK STATION) 
x * * 


WJLS, BECKLEY, WEST VIRGINIA 
(NEW STATION) 
* * * 


WSKB, McCOMB, MISSISSIPPI 
(NEW STATION) 


operated in rather dowdy studios while its com- 
petitors lived in virtual palaces. However, de- 
spite its erstwhile tacky exterior, WGAR chose 
to put its money into personnel instead of external 
finery. John Patt, et al., are not crazy. Nor are 
they among the world’s great philanthropists. 
They are simply smart enough to know that a 
peppy staff is as essential to radio as a peppy back- 
field is to Minnesota. Ask Minnesota. Or look at 
WGAR’s ledgers. . 

In short, WGAR has managed to accomplish 
that intangible spark which is the basis of suc- 
cess—namely, an esprit de corps. Here in 
WGAR’s own words is the way the employee 
goodwill was fostered 

‘Ten percent bonus at Christmas time to every 
employee; 5/0 salary bonus for summer vacation 


lanta Journal, etc.) took over, 
and Leonard Reinsch became 
boss in the regime. He has 
done a thorough—if standard- 
ized—job. His choice of tools 
fell on the familiar, standby 
kind; but any other sort 
would have cut too closely to 
the surface. What WSB 
needed—and is getting—is a 
polishing from the bottom up. 

Reinsch’s toolkit contains 
the following paraphernalia, 
for all of which he and WSB 
get the Variety laurel: 

1. Chopping of network 
feeds (particularly late at 
night) in order to localize and 
personalize the big 50,000- 
watter. 

2. Improving the station’s 
all-around usefulness to its 
coverage area via the acquisi- 
tion of a farm director and 
the inauguration of 
farm programs. 

3. Radiation of an ‘alert’ 


man bf 


Since VARIETY cannot exam- 
ine WGAR’s financial transac- 
tions, it may even be possible 
that the station is saving 
money by giving it directly to 
the employees instead of let- 
ting the government handle it 
first. That makes no differ- 
ence. WGAR has proved it- 
self a psychological wizard 
and deserves the Showman- 

7 
. 
os 
‘ 
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quality by means of special 
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events, tagging of celebrities 
as they visit in Atlanta, and other stunt broadcasts. 

4. Public service broadcasts, with particular 
emphasis on such healthy types as job clinics and 
safe-driving campaigns. Into this category might 
also fall a renewed emphasis on sports, news, and 
weather. 

5. Educational features, in the up-to-date quiz 
and/or musical vein. 

6. Last—and perhaps most important—a drive 
to promote the station and its market, coupled 
with individual product promotion via merchan- 
dising. Here, the full arsenal has as yet not been 
brought to bear, but the first volleys are already 
landing near the target. 

All in all, Reinsch has surveyed the terrain very 
well. Atlanta has numerous stations, but all of 

(Continued en next page) 
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them are smaller than WSB. It 


would thus have been a mistake to | 


start out on some odd or picturesque 
slant more befitting to one of the 
little fellows. The job was to gain 
distinction in a wide area, while at 
the same time not catering too lop- 
sidedly to any segment of it. Fur- 
thermore, the job required publiciz- 


ing a city upwards of 300,000 popula- 


tion (and the South’s leader in re- 


tail sales) plus a huge surrounding | 


area. 


For setting his sights correctly, 


and firing on a straight trajectory, | 
1940 


Reinsch and WSB win the 


honors. 


WNEW, NEW YORK CITY 


(Non-Network Station) 


Stop, for a moment, and think 
about the following totally unre- 
lated propositions: 

1. In a city of 7,000,000 metro- 
politan population, covered by over 
20 radio stations, the best chances of 
success are a monopoly of some 
unique slant—some air—some dis- 
tinguishing flavor. 

2. The aging population of the 
U. S. often hankers after its lost 
youth. 

3. A musical comedy is an odds- 
on favorite to succeed during seri- 
ous (or war) times, because a musi- 
cal comedy is happy. 

Having thought about these unre- 


lated propositions, relate them into | 


something cogent. The probable an- 
swer will be a fair description of 
WNEW. 

Here is a station—once admittedly 
almost a dud—which has evolved a 
formula for entertainment on a con- 
sistent level that has driven a wedge 
of appeal 
York area. 


deep through 
The formula is built on 


nostalgia, coupled with plenty of in- 
timacy, but never with the ultra- 


serious, the ultra-racy, or the ultra- | 


inbred. WNEW specializes in ether- 


the New 


'salesmen are working as hard as of 
yore, 

This award is unique. It is none- 
| theless fitting. But VARIETY goes on 
'record right now as not disposed to 
lissue any awards in the future for 


isimple carbon copies of a formula | 


. 
| based on platters, personalities, plus 
the 


bullheaded determination to 
‘grind this crop into grist. One is 
enough. 


WJLS, BECKLEY, WEST 
VIRGINIA 


(New Station) 


This newcomer is but 20 months 


old, and like many a fledgling is bur- 


|pay dirt. The population 
| 


lseattered in West Virginia’s coal 
| 


i belt, so that within a 40-mile radius | 


| of WJLS there are no fewer than 
| . 

, 400 postoffices, each representing a 
village, hamlet, or coal 


VARIETY does not award piaques pri- 
| marily on the sympathetic considera- 
|tion that one station has a bigger 
jhandicap than another, but in this 
|instance the mention of the handicap 
| will serve to clarify still more the 
isoundness of WJLS’s basic opera- 
'tions. This neophyte carries off the 
|honors because: 


| 1, Its overall operating concept is | 
'unusually sturdy. The station de- 


scribes its philosophy thus: ‘If a sta- 
ition is to serve the population that 
|}actually looks to the city as a buy- 
|ing, religious, cultural and enter- 
tainment center, it must cover the 
| localities in which they reside.” No 
theorem could be simpler or clearer. 
And WJLS lived up to it by acquir- 
ing a mobile unit to blanket the field 
| (phone lines are often impossible 
here). Similarly, other community 
|schemes, salutes, etc., 
| to integrate an area 
had disintegrated. In further real- 
ization of its problems, WJLS has 
| paid more than passing attention to 
{Frequency Modulation which would 
|be a possible help in the Beckley 
| area. 

a. 10 


-~. 


which nature 


improve its worth to ad- 
vertisers, WJLS has offered a certain 


rowing in somewhat less profitable | 
is oddly 


digging. | 


were devised | 


| ensuite to use in the 1940 Show- 
management reports. 

3. Programming was alert with- 
out being spectacular. Hillbillies got 
their just desserts. Transcriptions 
were limited to 40% of the 16-hour 
broadcasting day. News was liber- 
|ally used, 

4. The station had the good sense 
to imbue its community 
respect, the reflection of better. cul- 
tural standards, and an 
of the world around. It is vital that 
self-respect is deeply engraved in a 
station’s charter. WJLS has more 
than met this qualification. 


| 


| 


5. Like several other newcomers, 
WJLS draws no racial lines. It is 
very proud of a Negro swing quar- 
tette. And—now that this discus- 
sion has bridged from racial to talent 
phases—WJLS has a good regard for 
the fostering and developing of its 
local performers. 

WJLS, along with WSKB, Mc- 
' Comb, Mississippi, give evidence 
that a high standard of radio will 
continue so long as radio's new blood 
is as healthy ae it is in these new- 
comers. 


WSKB, McCOMB, 
MISSISSIPPI 


(New Station) 


| 

| WSKB is 14 months old, operates 
;on a local channel, and has no net- 
|work _ affiliation. McComb, __ the 
|parent city of WSKB, has less than 
| 15,000 population; the 16 satellite 
| cities claimed in WSKB’s area aggre- 
|gate under 50,000 population; and 
| Mississippi itself has less per capita 
lradio ownership than any other 
| State in the Union. Variety is 
awarding this station a Showman- 
agement Plaque because: 


1. WSKB, under admittedly lim- 
ited opportunities, adopted operating 
policies far in advance of most simi- 
|lar stations, and often far in advance 
of regicnal channel stations. In the 
field of foreign news, WSKB ob- 
tained permission to rebroadcast 
|BBC news reports from London, In 
the category of clean operation, the 
| station ruled that only engineers can 
handle electrical transcriptions, thus 
leaving announcers free to concen- 


trate on their scripts. In the field | 


| of programming, WSKB banned all 
| Phonograph records as inferior to 
| genuine transcriptions. 
field of merchandising, WSKB evi- 
denced a brightness—as witness a 
| contest involving the display of ra- 
dio-advertised merchandise in show 
| windows—which is indicative of a 
| realistic knowledge of present-day 
selling. 


with self- | 


awareness | 


And in the} 





| 


HOW SHOWMANAGEMENT 
PLAQUES ARE AWARDED 


MODUS OPERANDI 


‘ —_ 




















All radio stations were notified in October of the procedure Vaniery 
would follow for the 1940 awards. The formal announcement at that time 
read in part: 

File your own report with Variety in your own words! 


There is no official questionnaire form this year. We have perhaps too 
much insisted in the past that stations answer according to our ideas of 
showmanagement; now stations may answer according to their ideas and 
in their own terms. They are free to cite the things they think important, 


Any radio station may file a report. All will be judged in their natural 
classification. Basic break-downs are: 


—Network Affiliated Stations, 
—Network-Managed Stations. 
—Unaffiliated Stations. 

—New Stations (less than two years old). 


7 ” « 


DEFINITION 


‘Showmanagement’—The art of shrewdly blending the best practices of 
modern business ‘management’ and ‘showmanship’ in terms of (1) the Pub- 
lic, (2) the Government, (3) the Advertiser. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


A station report should explain what the station did during 1940: 


(a) To become a more interesting station to listen to. 
(b) To become a better public service medium. 
(c) To become a better advertising buy. 


* * * 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION 





The information on which Showmanagement plaques are awarded by 
Variety through three general sources: 


| 1, Formal statements of their own activities made by radio stations 


toward the end of each year. 





2. Intimate knowledge of stations and markets possessed by advertising 
| agency time buyers and other experts. 

| $3. Variery’s own week-in-week-out news-gathering familiarity with sta- 
| tion operation. 


|fringe or the loud-mouthed club; 
ladies, 
3. WSKB engaged in no nitwit 
| stunts, no scatterbrain inanities, and 
no press agent’s nightmares. It 


THEY SAID IT 


(Some Footnotes Extracted From 
Reperts, letters and Memoranda 
Received by Variety in Connection 


courage to submit in its report a/ with the 1940 Showmanship Survey.) 
copy of its daily program schedule. 











izing the harmless get-together of 
the corner drugstore, the pleasant 
grumblings of the jukebox, and the 
solicitious verbal back-slapping of 
personalities patterned after cruise- | 4S a finished product). Similarly, 
directors on the old Havana run. the station attempted to plow a new 
field by cooperating with local build- 
ers in the construction and exhibi- 
tion of a model home. In passing, 


amount of merchandising and some 
self-promotion (the latter is better 


It suffices to say that this formula 
escapes the confines of age groups 
(as WNEW box-tops will show by 


as a step in the right direction than | 


| 
i 
| stayed down-to-earth, a ' had the 
} 
| 
| 


No piece of evidence could have 

2. WSKB’s numerous community | been more telling than this simple, 
| tie-ups were sane in two major re- | efficient token of sane daily opera- 
spects: (a) they cut programming | tion. 
| costs—which could have killed this 4. 
| hinterland broadcaster—while simul- |from the standpoint of economics, 
taneously enhancing prestige; and | programming, and prestige, the man- 
(b) they were representative of | agement knows what the shooting is 
every phase of community life, in- | about. A youngster with such a pre- 


WSKB convinced Vartrety that | 


Likes New Term 

‘Last year when Vaniery handed 
a plaque to station — ——_—_—— here 
an opposition manager said to me: 
‘Why showmanship? Now if it had 
been an award for good management 
I could agree with Variery that 
— - is a well-managed sta- 


the thousand). It also suffices to 
say that orce this formula is work- 
ing, why bother about kid shows, or 
this-or-that kind of special stuff? 
The formula ranges from zero to in- 
finity. Of course, it will most likely 
only work in a setup calling for 
numerous radio stations in the same 
city. But this is precisely where 
WNEW has hit the nail on the head. 
It has gauged a certain situation 
with well adjusted range-finders, 
and the results are such that the 
checkbook is now bulging. 

WNEW thus wins a Showmanage- 


ment Plaque because it has solved 
the problem of how a second or 
third (or even fourth or fifth) sta- 
tion in a market can acquire a true 


personality and stick to it. This is not 
to suggest that it would be wise to 
flood the U. S. with platterized music 
presided over by carbon-copy Stan 
Shaws or Mariin Blocks. But a dis- 
tinguishing characteristic is as neces- 
sary in competitive radio as it is in 
an automobile, and therein—not in 
platters—lies WNEW’s success. 

There are several subsidiary rea- 
sons for this award: 


1. Having been smart enough to 
evolve a formula, WNEW has been 


smart enough to ballyhoo it to the 


trade and the public. 


2. Program monotony has been 
some | 


avoided via some _ speeches, 
news, some sports, and some similar 
fodder. On the whole, however, 
these other items are so wangled 


into the scheme of things that they | 


accomplish their respective jobs 


while still stooging for the formv “a. | 
3. WNEW has managed to take. 


the bell off the cash register. As 
each juicy contract is banked, the 
clatter of fiscal evolution has been 
doused. The red tape and the plush 
of success are still missing. The 


it may be remarked that one 50,000- 
watter thought this scheme good 


} , y . 
| cluding Negro life, and not merely 
a sounding board for the ruling 


tion.’ 

To which I replied: 
manship — good management - 
|}add up to the same thing.’ 

I notice that this vear vou're call- 


| cocious cranium deserves the stick 


wn . 
od show- 
of candy. Gi 


- they 





‘Editor, VARIETY: 


‘Major Edney Ridge, 
‘Manager, WBIG, 
‘Greensboro, N. C 


‘Dear Sir: 


on the charitv 


service late 


his life. 


anyone’s hearing or coming, 











‘If WBIG was on trial to give reasons for its existence 


‘About three weeks azo a two \ ear-old bh Vwas bro 


apparently, blood poisoning ; 


one e\ ening. 


in addition, he was profound] 


| - . ° 

| transfusion of blood was considered absolutely necessary that night in order t 
| 

| 


‘Through an almost unprecedent combination of unfortunate circumstances 
father could be gotten hold of, and he proved to be the wrong type of blood yy 
Joe, the technician who does the blood-matching at Sternberger, suggested that WBIG 
might be kind enough to broadcast an appeal for a type two donor and that someone of 
that type might be tuned in and might come around. Privately, I was quite pessimistic ove 


as it was then after 11:30. 


‘Sincerely yours, 
Rb, amg . 
(Signed) Samuel F, Ravenel, M.D.’ 


| iS and to prove that it was oper- 
| ated for the public interest, convenience and necessity, and was permitted to introduce 
| single piece of evidence, we would submit the following letter: 


(COPY) 


‘ ught to the Sternberg: r Hospital 
le was extremely 


Ly 


To our great astonishment, seven 
type-two donors came to the hospital and 23 more called within 30 minutes. 
teers varied from high-school boys to Assyrian bakers (two of whom came in covered 
with flour from their baking), from well-known attorneys to nurses and housewives Mr : 
Stephen Douglas was the first volunteer, and | careful 
cross-matching, two-thirds of a pint of the patrician Douglas blood was given to the un- 
washed, underfed, underprivileged and comatose offspring of a local millhand. 


age ‘ , : 
Incidentally, it would appear that there are in our city many people who answ 
strongly in the affirmative that old-age query, ‘Am I my brother’s keeper ?” 


, his blood pr 


ing them SHOWMANAGEMENT 
plaques.’....I think this is smart. 


_ The Defense Rests ie 


Spurred On 
‘We might say that here we 
were so elated over receiving the 
number one community exploitation 
award for 1939 that it spurred us 
on to even greater improvements 
if during this current year.’ 
G. W. Johnson, 
KTSA, San Antonio. 


a 





With Neon Lights 


1] cat ‘We had a perfectly peachy pres- 
lil with abscessed ears, and entation all planned—a very taste- 
anemic—so much so that a |] ful little thing in neon lights and 

O preserve | hot and cold running water. And 


business station- 


if you say ‘ordinary 
ery—no novelties... 
Frank Barhvydt, 


KMBC, Kanda City. 


only his 


Mr. WV, #, 


Aiming High 

f | ‘Our goal is to become the greatest 
radio station in the country.’ 
Frank Schreiber, 


The volun- jf WGN, Chicago 





Cash—An Innovation 
‘Talent used on all sustaining 
shows is paid for...is an innova- 
tion in Southeastern radio circles.’ 
J. Leonard Reinsch, 
WSB, Atlanta. 


Oving compatible by careful 


er very 


Talent 


local live 


More Local 
‘We now produce more 














(Continued on page 27) 
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THIS WAS AMERICAN RADIO IN 194 


These net impressions were left by 











the mountain of data that VARIETY 
haz just sifted concerning individual 
showmanagement in the United 


States. 

That Chicago is about the worst 
radio city in terms of showmanage- 
ment, with WGN nearly the only ex- 
ception to a general rule of com- 
placent prosperity among the sta- 
tions. Compared to the wide-awake, 
snappy, competitive situation in New 
York City the Windy City is com- 
pletely becalmed, enjoying a per- 
manent siesta. 

—That such well-established lead- 
ers as WLW, KMBC, KMOX, WJR, 
WHAS, KRNT, KOIN, KEX, KJR, 
WCAU, WFBR continue as pace set- 
ters; that in general the best stations 
in terms of smart operation and en- 
terprise are north of Tennessee, east 
of Colorado and south of WTIC, 
Hartford. 

—That the South is still backward 
in broadcasting, that New England 
in its own parochial insularity and 
parts of the Pacific coast, are, after 
Chicago, the least heard from, least 
leadership-providing of all radio 
stations. 

This eighth ann: ~1 investigation of 





what's what and who’s who in local 
radio station community showman- | 
ship has developed quite a number | 
of fine examples—in_ Variety's | 
opinion—of operation in the public | 
interest and in the clear light of | 
smart, alert, self-aware management. | 
While it is easy to spot the dis- 
tinguished operations of 1940 it is 
less easy to say flatly that this-or- 
that was the trend in station policies. | 
One of the most intelligent adjust- | 
ments to the problems peculiar to 
1940 was made by WSM, Nashville, 
twice a winner of VaARiETy plaques. 
This station declared: ‘There are two 


major trends in programing (at | 
WSM) during the year just past: 
(1) War News, (2) Sports Broad- 
casts.” 

WSM has been a sparkplug of 


many ‘stunts’ in previous years, so 
the renunciation of the spectacular, 
for the time being, reveals a show- 


manly sensitivity to the fact that 
the war bulletins have been too 
competitive for ordinary local sta- 
tion shenanigans. Or to quote 
further from WSM’s own report: 
‘There is simply no other way 
wherein people can find means of 


escape from the awful reality of the 
present as in fast-moving, exciting, | 
competitive sports....That is proved 
every day in the newspapers. 
Where else but the sports pages can | 
one find absolutely nothing that} 
deals with Europe’s war and Amer- 


ica’s feverish efforts for prepared- 
ness, . . . In Radio it is the same, 
only more so. Almost every pro- 


gram mentions the awful reality of | 
the present world situation, either 
in program or commercials.’ 

This shows acute ‘awareness’ and 
awareness is always a first essential 
of showmanship. No station can 
have a high order of ‘showmanage- 
ment’ that isn’t tuned into its en- 
vironment and its times as well as 
its network. Perspective thinking of 
the kind WSM expresses is by no 
means common in radio in 1940 any 
more than it was in 1933 when these 
annual surveys began. 

Another organization with a con- 
scious policy is KWK, St. Louis, | 
which sought to picture in a sort of 
philosophic foreword to its report 
how it about running a radio 
station. It begins by looking a few | 
externals right in the Say: 
KWK: 


feels 
eye. 


*A GENERAL AIM in program- | 
ming cannot be formulated with- 
out a sound conception of exist- 
ing circumstances which for all 
practicable purposes are unalter- 
able. The first of these is that a 
radio station today does not con- 
trol its commercial programs. 
Whether this is desirable or not 
is beside the point. It is a reality 
which must be granted. The spon- 
s0r controls the commercial pro- 
sram. Some broadcasters will 
momentarily deny this with evi- | 


dence of studio conceived pro- | 
Srams which were sold and be- 
came successful commercial en- 
lities. This is a case of indirect 
sponsor control since the studi 
produced these programs wit! 


commercial sponsorslitp in mind 
It follows then that station man 
agement as a single influenc: 
toward fulfilling its function to th 
public can only effectively mani 
lest itself through the exercise 0i 


Combats 
Democracy’s 
Enemies 














‘The important contribution of WEVD during our evening schedule of English programs has 
been our consistent effort to foster the American democratic spirit and to combat the elements in 
our community which seek to undermine our democracy. We cite a few of our current programs} 

‘A. The Free Speech Forum, conducted by the Rev. William C. Kernan. ' 

‘B. A monthly forum conducted by the William Allen White Committee to Defend America 
by Aiding the Allies, presenting talks on American Defense, * 

_ “C. The University of the Air forums conducted with the aid of leading educational institu- 
tions such as New York University, New School for Social Research, Rand School. 

‘D. ‘It Happened There’—the story of dictatorship’s march in Europe and the lessons demo- 











(TOAD 2... eee nents 7 . ; ; : i 
: KSAN inaugurated a sensational new policy, aiming its entire program output to the women of 
the radio audience. The complete ramifications of this policy are expressed in the new slogan— | 


‘Exclusively for women.’ 


‘2 Val ° 4 r. y ~~ ae + , .“ 4 . , : 

Because the station’s programs are now directed exclusively to women, all programs of this nature 
are designed on the basis of their appeal to women. For example, our National Defense Programs are 
directed to the women, telling them of the need for adequate defense, and giving details as to 


where and how the men of their 


Since it is well known that women buy approximately 90% of all merchandise sold, it follows 
that a station which women recognize as their own will make it good advertising value for those who 
wish to reach this group who control the nation’s purse-strings.’ 











Community 
Charity 
Drives 























‘Last year, after several tragic drownings because of inadequate swimming facilities in the com- 
munity, the station launched a drive to raise funds for the construction of a 


pool, raising more than $3,000 within two weeks and giving the movement sufficient impetus to en- 
list the support of the entire community. 


spring.’ 





Valued 
British | 
Programs | 














‘We made a conscious and real effort to develop local radio drama for two 
‘1. Because dramatie production in Philadelphia has been virtually nil in the past, and we feel 
that there is a very real place for it. 


‘2. Dramatie programs for 


programs of comparable quality.’ 





Worth of | 
Billies 














a specific aim in its sustatning 


programs. 
‘We do not mean to discard the 
enterprise of an aggressive sales 
staff and commercially minded 
rogram Department as an indi- 
rect influence toward making the 
station more interesting to listen 
to. However, we do say that their 
efforts at best will result in two, 
maybe three, or perhaps one, out- 
standing studio show. As against 
this an enlightened management 
with the proper attitude toward 
sustaining programs can do so 
much more with the entire over- 
all effect of the station’s schedule 
that the work of one or two sales- 
men in making prestige sales is 
over hadowed.’ 

From the earliest inception of 
these annual surveys VARIETY has 
singled out provocative cases of a 
station operating against special 
kinds of disadvantages such as 
CKLW, licensed by Canada, har- 
rassed by boundary redtape, hexed 
by American rivals, and serving De- 
troit 1 and advertisers. In 
there is another case 


dy 


listene 


City 


Salt Lake 


cratic America must learn from it. —George Field, WEVD, New York 
, o 7“) ¢ . 











Station For 
Women 
Only 


family can aid in this important matter. 











—KSAN, San Francisco. 














‘We have our own auditorium, seating 700, with complete stage equipment, and in addition to pro- 
ducing at this time one big all-talent program each week, using both local and outside talent, bringing 
in specialty acts from WLS and other features from Chicago and Detroit, we rent the building to two 
or three organizatiors each week for other activities, including puppet shows, cooking schools, ‘ndi- 
vidual dealer automobile shows, veterans’ rallies, etc. 

‘We are gradually taking over the money-raising activities of local organizations in cooperation 
with them in producing special benefit performances whereby we furnish the building, the talent, 
advertising, etc., and they sell the tickets, working with them on a percentage basis.’ 


—WKBZ, Muskegou, Mich. 


Helped Build 
Swimming 
Pool 








community swimming 


The swimming pool was opened to the public last 


—KGVO, Missoula, Montana. 



































‘KOCY broaceasts news every hour, on the hour, which is one to five hours faster than any 
KOC 
and maintains a nightly schedule of three broadcasts from England picked up by our own short 


—KOcCY, 


other news outlet. was first to recognize the value of British Broadcasting Corp. programs, 


wave.’ Oklahoma City. 





Local | 
Philly | 
Drama 


local sponsorship can be built at a much smaller cost than musical 











‘The ‘Ark Valley Boys’ group under our Artists’ Bureau management has made more than 150 
public appearances in towns throughout our territory In a radius as lar as LOO mil ; from eine 
‘This group is the nucleus of the “KF H Barn Dance Frolic’ held in the Wichita Forum, the 


largest building in the state of Kansas, each Saturday night with a 45-minute broadcast. More than 
250,000 people have paid over $63,000 to see these shows. 


—Clark Luther, KV’ H, Wichita, 


of a station having to go to town by | 6 . 9 & 
a wide detour due to circumstance Sa It in Your Wi or S ariety Z 
beyond its control. The station in- 4 y 
volved tells it in its own word 
positl la 


‘KDYL, by the very yn that fk 1940) 

it occupies in its area, must be the Or ali a as oes 
first station in Showmanship. It y ‘ 

chief competitor is a station @f much 
higher power, owned by an 
'clesiastical institution which in- 
cludes in its membership a major- 
lity of the population of the state of 
‘Utah. Therefore, KDYL starts at a 
natural disadvantage, and in order 
ito direct equal or greater attention | 


t « 


ec- - 7 — 


(The following is verbatim reprint | story—we could bloat this affair up, 
of report as filed with the VaRIETY | but th chances are you're sick of 
showmanship survey for 1940 by|that—so, we'll begin by sayin that 
Station WFAA, Dallas.) this year, as every year, we ve man- 
| Dallas, Texas. | aged to slap our WFAA brand on 

| Hi, neighbor! lthe flanks of many a radio maverick. 
|to itself must do each job better, So you're yellin’ for a showman- 'We got a bronze plate from that 
|and do many things that its com- ship report. “All we know is what | Variety mail-order house once, and 
| petitors do not.’ our listeners tell us, and it’s plenty. | we sort of keep it polished on the 
(the staff) go on the idea that | bunk house wall—just to remind the 


It is never easy to generalize about | We 


1a station. Some have bright staffs | it’s the sizzle that sells the steak and | hands that they might as — dig 
|handicapped by a fundamentally | not the cow, and from our chuck |for a mate for ni gee Pog this, 
| unimaginative ownership. Other | wagon on the radio range, master, |; you see, it keeps the Ps KS bs 
| stations have bright managers|there’s been many a steak dished | swillin’ the same “nm ra —— 
| handicapped by lack of authority or | out—our radio range, incidentally, | day—people do get or see 7 yea 
| funds. 3ut in broad terms the sta- | covers quite a hunk of acreage, and | (they havent gripe abou 
ition is usually as snappy .or as when you consider that they keep a | sizzlin steaks you? Papeete 
sleepy, aS progressive or as self-sat- | standin’ line at our wagon, then Take music- ices ve pechotggyales I pe 
| isfied as the man who‘runs it. Praise | you’ve gotta figger that our sizzles ho n-stafl rg ; — 6 = en ss 
of a station usually implies praise of | are purty good. | voice ant range, (ox dies =e tors, 
some one an, ' But you wanted a showmanship (Continue page <6 
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WGN Only Station 


Latter Day Lethargy of Chicago teat i to 


Likely to Offset 





Comparison of the Showmanage- 


ment reports received from stations | 
in New Yor ic {two big- | ,,. ete 
in New York and Chicago (two big | Midwest or in the Philippines. As 


gest cities in the U. S.) reveals that noted before 


Gotham has it all over the Windy | 
City when it comes to smartness, 
alertness and self-plugging. This is 
something of a reversal over prior 
years. In days gone by, Chicago’s 
sheer bluster kept it out in front, 
while its proximity to the corn and 





hog belt was one of those accepted 
truisms that resulted in a lot of time | 
sales. Ncw York meanwhile had | 
trouble getting all of its stations | 
fitted into the jig-saw puzzle of au- 
dience loyalty, to say nothing of the 
bi-monthly headache of getting new | 
managers, new staffs, and new Pro- | 
gram policies. 

This year Gotham has stolen the 
march on its biggest colleague, while 
Chicago (with some exceptions noted | 
jater) has fallen into a bad rut. The 
Windy City is getting bags under its 
eyes since the glamour of wattage 
is aging, and the corn and hogs need 
some Disney touches to get them ' 
back into the spotlight. 


New York currently has three sta- 
tions sans network affiliation rak- 
ing in more (perhaps far more) than 
$1,000,000 apiece, each and every 12 
months. Not so long ago, two of 
these three were worth about as 
much as a i929 stock certificate. To- 
day they are seven-figure bread and 
butter earners because (1) they 
pulled themselves out of the mire of 
anonymity via new and distinct pro- 
gram policies; and (2) because they 
started promoting the New York 
market as a huge entity coverable 
only through multiple-station plug- 
ging. Additionslly, New York has 
a couple of ultra-specialist stations 
in WBNX (foreign languages) and} 
WQXR (high-toned programs). 

Adding up the score thus far | 
shows the following results: 


WEAF, WJZ and WABC—network | 
key stations. 


WOR—miulti-sided 50,000 watter. | 


| 





WHN—music, news, sports, some 
drama, and some Broadway. | 
WMCA—commentators, news of | 


the special or ‘scoop’ variety, plus 
a good balance of general features. 


WNEW-—lots of popular music | 
presided over by well-paid, well- | 
publicized personalities. 

WBNX—foreign languages plus | 


programs recognizing the problems | 
of the C and D income groups. 





'an easier time 


| Arnold 


is distinctly under the impression 
that very few of the stations know 
whether they are operating in the 


(and will be noted 
later), there are exceptions to this 
rule. But on the whole Chicago is 
relying on a brand of Showmanage- 
ment which is about as timely as a 
moustache cup. 


In the first place, if there is any 
differentiation between the stations 
on the basis of policies, programs, 
and audience, only WLS and Gene 
Dyer (WGES, WSBC, WCBD) have 
been aware of it. WLS has wooed 
the farmers over a long stretch, and 
latterly has bolstered this setup 
with contact work and promotion. 
Gene Dyer (foreign languages) has 
in discerning his 

but the acquisition of 
Hartley as side-kick has 
meant better sales policies, and a far 
better sift of gab in the field of re- 
search. 


WMAQ, WENR 
course, 


market, 


and WBBM, of 
are network keys. They 


‘have that varnish which is distilled 


in Radio City or Madison Ave., and 
slapped over the M & O wood. 
WBBM has some faint colors of its 
own mixed into the pigment. WGN 
is operating under a new setup— 
meaning Frank Schreiber and Bill 
Bacher sitting at the right hand of 
Col. McCormick—and shows more 
pep than at any time since it was 
one of the great Midwest pioneers. 
But WGN needs a little time to get 


far as outward evidences are @0o - 
cerned—doesn't. m to care. 


WGN the White Hope 
Undoubtedly much of the city’s 


command its full and _ natural 
strength, and begin whacking the 
| daylights out of the opposition, Chi- 
'cago may wake up again. Schreiber 
'and Bacher are off on the right foot. 
|He is preserving the station’s status 
‘in sports (a pet field of his), and 
ihe is keeping an eye on the im- 
| provement of two of WGN’s tradi- 
| tional strong points: serials and live- 
|talent music. If he succeeds in beg- 
| ging, borrowing, or stealing some of 
the Chicago Tribune’s mammoth 
‘market promotion, and converting it 
linto a WGN bulwark, his job will 
ibe truly all-inclusive. 

Chicago is a nag that needs spurs. 
WLS won't provide them for the 
simple and logical reason that WLS 


‘already is in a special fleld, more 


or less without competition. WGN 


is the white hope. 


MAX WYLIES 
39-40 BESTS 


Max Wylie’s second annual vol- 
ume of ‘Best Broadcasts’ has just 
been published by Whittlesey House. 
The 1939-40 selections are worthy 
of note here as bearing upon the 
general theme of distinction and ex- 
cellence which these VARIETY sur- 
veys underscore. Wylie singled out, 
among others, the following: 


Best Scripts 











the details fitted into the new 
mechanism, and therefore is some- 
what outside the range of this dis- 
cussion, 


And yet, barring only the most ob- | 
vious differentiations, Chicago is no | 
great shakes as a salesman or a re- | 
searcher (certainly not the latter). | 
Its story is poorly told, if at all, and 
its audience is an X in a quadratic 
equation. 


This trend toward poor discern- 
ment market-wise and program-wise 
is only too well reflected, week by 
week, in Vartety’s Radio Market re- 
ports. It would indeed take some 
fine juggling of the figures to make 
Chicago show up anywhere near as 
well as Gotham. And Chicago—so 





| 


‘My Client Curley? by Norman 
Corwin and Lucille Fletcher. 
‘In the Fog,’ by Milton Geiger. 


‘The Dark Valley,’ by W. H.| 
Auden. 
‘For Richer—For Richer,’ by True 
Boardman, | 
‘This Lonely Heart,” by Arch 
Oboler. 


‘The Clinic’ by Ted Key. 
Best Educational Programs 
‘Meet Mr. Weeks.’ 
‘The Human Adventure’ 
Best Western 

‘The Lone Ranger.’ 

Best Daytime Serial 
‘Pepper Young’s Family.’ 





Radio's ‘Intellectual Idea Man’ 





WQXR — classical music, more | Maurice Dreicer Is Little Brother of Small Stations’ 


news than formerly, and technical | 
prestige coupled with tinkering in 
new mechanical wonders. 


Nine Different Tales 


That makes nine stations, 
with its own job to do, each with a 
different sales story, and each with 
a different audience appeal. Addi- 
tionally, most of these stations have 
alert publicity and promotion 


out a barrage of ballyhoo, research, 
and self-praise. WOR and WQXR 
have even gone in for such high- 
faluting stunts as qualitative audi- 
ence studies (something so far in the 
future of general] radio research that 
there isn’t even a specialist in the 
field). 

Too little cannot be said about the 
New York stations’ acquisition of 
sueh tools as research. It has not 


become uncommon for a station like 


WOR ito make wholesale changes in 
the fine points of its programs 
simply because it knows—black on 
white —that the audience 
these changes. WQXR, meantime. 
has kept its finger on the audience 
pulse—both buying pulse and enter- 
tainment pulse—in an _ ingenious 
fashion which rates a laurel for 
thoughtfulness, if nothing else. 


As an example of the operating 
clarity pervading the heads of New 
York station managers, witness the 
following statement of W. C. Alcorn, 
manager of WBNX: ‘WBNX follows 


| 
each | 


de- | 
partments and are forever throwing | 


values | 


Public Service Programs 


Maurice C. Dreicer of New York 
City is probably the only ‘intellec- 


; tual idea’ man in radio, in contra- 


distinction to the numerous tribe of 
‘commercial idea’ men. While one of 
his educational stunts, the Pygmal- 
ion-like ‘Where Are You From?’ is 


now sponsored on Mutual, Dreicer is | 


| primarily the little brother of the 
sustainers. He combines energy of 
the bursting molecule type with a 
private income that keeps him from, 
like so many sustainers on small sta- 
tions, going hungry. Hence he pur- 
sues his career-hobby with no need 
for thinking about his stomach. 

While NBC in particular, and CBS 
in lesser degree due to having less 
open time, maintain departments de- 
voted to digging up intellectual pro- 
grams, Dreicer is the roving Rover 
Boy of the public service field who 
| voluntarily services small stations 
| around New York City. 

Programs Dreicer now has on the 
air include the following: 

‘Youth Forum,’ 11:30 a.m. Sundays, 
WINS, with voters under 25 discus- 
sing current issues. 

‘Army of the Air,’ 3 p.m. Sundays, 
WINS, quiz with Col. Richard Stock- 





| ‘Where Are You From?’, 8 pm 
| Wednesdays, WOR-Mutual, with Dr. 
|Henry Lee Smith guessing where 
| studio participants were raised. Drei- 
cer’s only commercial, sponsored by 
| Mission Dry. 

| ‘Reviewing the War,’ 9:30 p.m. 
| Wednesdays, WEVD, discussion about 
| the war, with Col. Stockton. 

| ‘Speechmaster,’ 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
WBNX, discussion of speech and its 
use and improvement, 

‘Problem Forum,’ 7:30 p.m. Thurs- 
days, WCNW, young people discus- 
sing their problems. 

‘Added Up,’ 7:45 p.m. Thursdays, 
| WCNW, listener quiz. 

‘Intercollegiate Debate,’ 
Thursday nights, WEVD. 

Other shows of Dreicer, not now 

on the air, but slated to resume now 
that elections are over, include the 
| following: 
‘On with the Argument,’ 9 p.m., 
| Mondays, WHN, forum discussion 
and argument with well-known 
| guests. 


‘Making Money for Women,’ with 
| Janet Ware. 
| “The Merchant of Venus,’ Walter 
Thornton and his models discussing 
beauty hints, with occasional name 


alternate 


the plan that a foreign language | ton, U.S.A. reserve, about army life. guests. 


station’s main concern is to promote | 


‘PM Readers Forum,’ 9:15 p.m. Sun- 


| ‘Dress Up, Mister,’ with Henry L. 


citizenship among listeners, reassure | days, WMCA, readers of PM have’ Jackson, fashion editor of Colliers 


its staff of workers that WBNX is 
100% for labor, present opportunities 
to people of the community to air 
their views, install more modern 
equipment in order to continue the 
station’s progressiveness, and aid the 
advertiser.’ That covers nearly 
everything, and covers it clearly 
and succinctly. 


round-table discussions with the 
| paper’s editors, 
News Commentator Series, 6:45 


p.m., WINS, with 15 minutes of 
straight news and 15 minutes of com- 
ments on topics phoned in by listen- 
ers, 

‘Servants of the City,’ 2 p.m. Tues- 
days, WBNX, talks about New York 


Now as regards Chicago, Variety Civil Service jobs and activities, 


mag. 

| ‘School Problems,’ with H. Stephen 
S‘yckmeyer, discussion of problems 
with school children, 

{| Until the election Dreicer con- 
| ducted ‘Undecided Voters Forum.’ 
And in addition to his other activi- 
ties, he is educational director for 
WCNW. He reserves Saturdays for 
interviews and auditions, 


—_——D 


The Educational Stations 
(AND WHAT THEY DO) 


(It seems appropriate to add this quick-glance of some of the iwo 
dozen-plus educational radio stations in the United States. Theirs, of 
course, is a specialized approach. For that very reason their practices are 
a useful contrast to the commercial norm.) 

WHA (University of Wisconsin)—The Wisconsin School of the Air ig 
now in its ninth year. As of 1939, 290,000 course registrations were re. 
corded for children listening in schools. Courses in agriculture in addition 
to general educationa] and culfural features (folder attached). 


WRUL (Worldwide Broadcasting Foundation, Boston, Mass.)—Non-proft, 
non-commercial station broadcasting college study courses and genera] 
| information of current interest; also programs to England, South America. 


WOI (Iowa State College)—Farmer service reports and farm: facts. Book 
programs covering field of contemporary literature, both fiction and non. 
fiction. 

WNYC (Municipal Broadcasting System, New York City)—Only munici. 
pally owned and operated station, non-commercial. Pioneered in classical 
musical recordings, Masterwork Hour is now in 15th year. For last three 
years operated as special city department under direct supervision of 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, with M. S. Novik director, Specializes in civie 
and municipal department programs such as: Junior Inspectors Club, Miss- 
ing Persons Alarms, Conservation of Water Supply, direct school programs 
broadcast in cooperation with Board of Education, dramatic programs in 
cooperation with Bureau of Juvenile Delinquency. Pioneered in broadcast- 
ing meetings of City Council; extensive coverage of election returns, and 
in recent months instructions to Selective Service Boards (special programs 
on Registration Day, and since then daily programs directed towards Sery- 
ice Boards). 

University of Kentucky—Utilizes high frequency and through local radio 
stations has pioneered in creation of ‘Listening Posts,’ now numbering 40, 
throughout the mountain regions of Kentucky, where people without radios 
gather to listen to specia] educational programs and programs on current 
topics of interest. 

WBOE (Cleveland, Ohio—Owned and operated by Board of Education, 
utilizes high frequency, programs of educational nature only directed to 
classrooms, 


WOSU (Ohio State University)—Radio Junior College programs bring 
higher education within reach of those who cannot attend university; agri- 
cultural programs; ‘School of the Air’ broadcasts for students in elementary 
and secondary schools; experimentation of various techniques in presenta- 
tion of programs and recently opened new studio, new transmitter and 
enlarged power. 

WRUF (University of Florida)—Situated on coast of Florida, specializes 
in weather forecasts, time signals, storm warnings in addition to sheriff 
| and police reports, general educational features snd programs presenting 
university student talent. 

WILL (University of Illinois)—Educational programs on all subjects, 
musical features and programs of straight entertainment. 


| WFAA, Dallas’ Own Words 
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ingenious arrangers. We'll skip|own rodeo, here comes the grab! 
i'names, ‘cause that wouldn't boot | But we're proud of the fattening job 


you any, but you can find one that | we did on our herd for they always 


|}was a Julliard honor man, and he’s | draw top prices. 

;plumb out of this world—we took Would you care to take a gander 
| him, broke down the staff band into | at our public service features? You 
ltwenty-five or so small units, and, | would? If we keep this brief, you'll 


| believe me, we really corral the | have to drop around and take a look 


~ | dogies with these locally produced | because the list is too long—but, just 


isessions of sweet and/or hot—I|for a clue, with local, county and 
'mean, the folks tune ‘em in with a | state we're just like that, helpin’ ‘em 
rush (so would you to escape day- | on traffic safety (Dallas has 144 
\time serials). People not only get | deathless days), Red Cross, Variety 
lexcited, but they also listen and, |Club Turtle Derby to help ‘em buy 
|what’s more important, they buy!|a swimmin’ pool for the not-so- 
Add to this our uptown hill billy | lucky youngsters and the like. We've 
| gangs, then figger it out for yourself | got files full of dope on these—more 
\that, when local production reared | educational matter than ever and 
|} its ugly head, we slapped our saddle | the educators are on our side in even 
on it, rode it and broke it—now it’s | bigger numbers—if we keep on on 
lin our corral with the biggest brand | the same course, we’ve gonna reach 
lin the territory on it—WFAA....In | the saturation point in education by 
|addition, consider our constant co- | Thanksgiving, 1945! 

operation, with subsequent airings,| The State Fair of Texas! So, you 
with musie in public schools, local |never heard of it. Course, if you 
music seasons, collegiate and ‘special |ever got this far from 46th Street 
musical events’ and you can see we | you'd know it’s the biggest derned 
|give a thorough balanced diet on|thing of its kind in the world—1,- 
i this score. {116,000 people visited it this year, 
| Now News is either good and | and since we had 125 programs from 
| score’s a bull’s-eye, or it’s awful and | Our special studios en the grounds, 
couldn’t hit a bull in the rump with | and, since most of us are still arm- 
two bull-fiddles—we've got 35 news |Slung from autographin’ and hand- 
broadcasts a week, prepped by a shakin’ you can figger that most of 
couple of wizards on the type-ma- this pack of radio listeners came by 
chines, smooth-throated laddies to | Our booth. 

pass the stuff along—honestly, the (Before we get away from local 
folks’d start neck-tie parties if we | Production, 15 of our 85 live talent 
tried to take ‘em off—Two special |Shows per week go to the Texas 
commentators, blue-blood, swell this | Quality Network, the only regional 
staff, one Managing Editor of the | Chain coverin’ the state....) 
{Dallas News, one Editor of the| The farmer gets a break by tunin’ 
Texas Weekly--the News Bureau | US in, too—farm program every day, 
isn’t above a little snooping and | recognition to F.F.A. and 4-H, and 
fact-finding on its own either, from | W@ branded the local weather bu- 
fire, flood and the like to election |Teau with exclusive to broadcast 
results, conscription, draft and the | twelve five-minute weather reports 
like. Special events, too many to | Per week from the Bureau—this is 
|list here, but if you're choosy, wire, ;™oney in the farmer's pocket, and 
| don’t write, also saw us following it’s additional to our long-established 
| the khaki-clads around in their War | Tegular weather info. 

| Maneuvers, another of a long list of If you don’t think we're folksy, 
exclusives. and I mean kosher, the foremen 

You'd think we wouldn't bother | Called a gatherin’ of our gabby boys 

‘with nighttime dramatics, but truth | 82nd said, look waddies, some of you 
is that two big jobs have got a pri- | are new and the old hands know it, 
|vate feed-bin (angel) From. the | but what we want is for you to talk 
|Pages of Time, and the Mahdeen | With people, not at ‘em, or up or 
Mystery Theatre. Since something | down to ’em, but with ’em....you'd 
|has got to be sustaining, we devote | be surprised the kick we get out of 
|a little time to talent build-up (lit- that, and the way the folks like. it— 
| tle time?—three shows per). and, if you don’t believe it, youre 
| Talent? Brother, if those net-| fresh from a skull dunking in # bowl 
| works and eastern big-shots don’t | Of borscht. 

a poi our pens, we've gonna Yours sincerely, 

yave to take to rustling ourselves— 

but, if you pinned ann we'd THE STAFF. 
admit that we do give our budding The Top-hands of th 
radio-rodeo, 


ones loads of instruction, polish, and 
i just when we get ‘em set for our THE STAFF OF WFAA 
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~ ‘THEY SAID IT 


(Continued from page 24) 
talent shows than all other Balti- 
more stations combined.’ 

Purnell Gould, 
WFBR, Baltimore. 








Plural All the Way 


‘Over 1,000 public service broad- 


sts in 1940.’ 
cas's " KuJ, Walla-Walla, Wash. 





A Letter Every 28 Seconds 
‘One of every 140 persons in the 
nation has attended the National 
Barn Dance. Every 28 seconds some- 
body writes us a letter.’ 
Glenn Snyder, 
WLS, Chicago. 





WOW’s Operation 
‘The Woodmen of the World em- 
ploy 72 persons, spend $146,000 an- 
nually to keep its radio station oper- 
ating.’ 
John J. Gillin, Jr., 
WOW, Omaha. 





WNOKX’s Educational Director 
‘Our most important step in 1940 
was formation of an educational de- 
partment under the supervision of a 
qualified full-time director.’ 
WNOX, Knoxville. 


No Dry Talks 
‘Naturally, we supply -time to all | 
local fraternal, charitable and re- 
ligious organizations of good char- 
acter. However, during 1940 we es- 
tablished a policy that no group can 
have time to just talk. Every pro- 
gram presented for such organiza- | 
tions as 
Chest, Veterans of Foreign Wars, | 
etc., must be produced in a show- 
manlike manner. 

‘We maintain a production depart- 
ment for this purpose and we use) 
such established methods as drama- | 
tizations, planned interviews, ques- 
tions and answers, etc., to make the 
usual ‘dry’ talk interesting to our 
entire audience.’ 

WOC, Davenport, Iowa, 





; a-week 


From Anniston, Alabama 

‘To become a better advertising 
buy, WHMA, ‘The Showmanship 
Station,’ has made available to all | 
advertisers unlimited newspaper | 
space, without, of course, direct | 
mention of sponsor, All programs 
are given as much as a two-weeks 
advance build-up in publications in 
the Anniston territory. This inc!udes 


publicity stories and use of news- 
paper mats. Our program schedule 
is carried by four newspapers in 


northeast Alabama. We present as 
complete a merchandising service as 


will be found offered by a small 
station. WHMA was awarded first 
prize in the recent Purina Mills 
(Checkerboard Time) promotion 
campaign in which some 54 stations 
(50,000 watters, included) were en- 
tered.’ 
Edwin Mullinax, 
WHMA, Anniston, Ala. 


Sports and Religion 
‘All sports are handled by one an- 
nouncer whose schedule is arranged 
so that he can spend his afternoons 


visiting the local teams He car- 
ries three sportscasts each day as 
w8ll as play-by-play broadcasts of 


all sporting events. 
local 


on 


Interviews with 
celebrities are featured 
sportscasts on otherwise dull 


sport davs 


sport 


Phe local ministerial association is 


Biven a 25 minute daily period and 


each minister takes a week at a 
time. The program is highlighted as 
‘an opportunity to get 


acquainted 
with our local ministers’ and 
is given a build-up.’ 

WJBC, Bloomington, Ill 


each 


, A Florida Audience 

Due to the cosmopolitan nature of 
WSUN’s listeners (composed of more 
out-of-staters than natives), pro- 
grams are designed to fill a peculiar 
need. Programs of necessity are 
rather regional in nature—and built 
to hold the interest of Canadians, the 
retired Indiana farmer, the Florida 
fisherman or citrus-grower.’ 

WSUN, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

.,.., Status of Director | 

Although technically a ‘small’ sta- 
tion (5,000 watts in a town of 60,000), 
WIS has a Program Director in fact 
as Well as in name. He, personally, 
does no announcing. His only broad- 
casting on the station are three five- 
minute newscasts a day. For the 
rest, he directs the activities of four 
announcers and a continuity-cleri- | 
cal staff of four girls, Program ideas | 





the P. T. A., Community|. . 


FREE TIME 


All American radio stations of 
necessity, and by custom, liberal- 
ly donate announcements to civic 
groups. The following is the 
actual tabulation of KFPY, 
Spokane, for Jan. 1-Oct. 26, 1940 
inclusive: 

Recruiting Service vee ae 
President’s Birthday Ball...., 5 





eee wees 


8 8 a eae 
OS aaa . 59 
8 ree ae 


ena > 
Income Tax 


Chamber of Commerce..... <a 
oo. ee ee ae cae > a 
Civilian Mobilization........ oe 
ae ao 
Defense of America Committee 6 
Register to Vote............ me 
| ee . 14 
Church Service............. ~ sR 
Drive Carefully............. . 69 
BUTBING POON < occa icciscvac - 2 
ao 8 ere a 
Fire Prevention. ..........00: 54 
Treasury Department....... » * 
National Guard............. — 
Spokane Parks............. — 
RE eer 3 
Forest Service............... 10 
National Defense............ 38 
Alien Registration........... 5 


Wash. State Emp. Service.... 2 


Forget-Me-Not-Day ......... 1 
Selective Service............ 27 
Community Chest............ 35 
ae an ae pare i 








and auditions funnel through him. 
Boiled down, the Program Director 
at WIS has as one of his most im- 
portant jobs the discovery and sale 
of new programs. He culls the hun- 
dreds of auditions that come his way 
. develops the best talent discov- 
ered . and then convinces the 
Sales Staff that he has just the thing 
for one or more of their clients. 
Just going on the air at WIS are 
two programs handled just this way. 
‘Design for Happiness’ . .. featuring 
interior decorating chats by Mar- 
garet Rhett Bentley, has just been 
sold ... two quarter-hours a week 
. . to Binswanger Glass Co... . also 
‘Woman’s World,’ a local three-time- 
program written, produced, 
aired and sold by WIS.’ 
Loren Watson, Jr., 
WIS, Columbia, S. C. 


WCRY’s Publicity 
‘In addition to some 305 news- 
papers with whom we have regular 
contacts, the L. B. Wilson station 
sends releases to 410 other papers in 


12 states. This list receives only 
Special Releases of particular inter- 
est to each section, and NOT in- 
discriminate mailings. Use of mats 


and stereos helps increase publisher 
response on both lists. 

‘A definite policy of sending pub- 
licity Only When the Station has a 


Story to Tell, rather than dumping 
into the mail great masses of in- 
consequential items, has paid divi- 
Jends. Editors know that WCKY’s 


releases are Honest News, and there- 
fore are inclined to give WCKY ma- 
terial better consideration.’ 
Elmer Dressman, 
WCKY, Cincinnati. 


Eliminated ‘Clutter’ 
... We eliminated several ‘clutter’ 
periods of music and announcements 
interspersed. Instituted our first 
regular daily program for women— 
‘The Party Line’ conducted by Anna 
S. Parkman ... Improved speech in- 


put and studio facilities and equip- 

‘nt for quality reproduction, also 
transcription equipment . . Added 
State of Maine News Service, pro- 
juced in conjunction with WLBZ 
and WRDO, to daily schedule of 
news periods . .. Completely re- 
placed announcing staff with new, 
trained men Arranged to carry 
whenever possible all service fea- 
tures, special events and_ special 


;news broadcasts from NBC network.’ 


Linwood Pitman, 
WCSH, Portland, Me. 


One for Free 
‘Of importance to the national ad- 
vertiser is the fact that WIZE, the 
new station in Springfield will be- 
come a bonus station. Any NBC 


sponsor, buying time on WING may 


have the same time on WIZE—gratis 
—if he so requests it. WIZE will 
carry NBC programs of both the red 
and blue networks, fed to it from 
WING,’ 


~_— 


76 a Month 
‘Between New Year’s Day and Nov. 
1, 1940, KSFO originated 766 public- 
service programs! That’s an average 
of 76 times a month!’ 
KSFO, San Francisco. 
WING, Dayton, O. 


Columbia Managed and Owned Stations 
Brilliant Examples of Showmanagement 








But NBC Now Giving Local Managers More Authority and Better, More 
Energetic Showmanagement Is Noted—M & O’s Are Highly Significant 
Clue to the Best Thinking by Broadcasting Industry in Translating ‘Pub- 
lic Interest’ into Everyday Operation. 








Since the managed-operated sta- 
tions of the major networks get 
around 12% of the radio industry's 


entire gross revenue, the M & O 
viewpoint on showmanagement 
looms large. During the past year 


when NBC's string of M & O’s is 
contrasted, or compared, 
CBS stable. 


in years past, customarily called the 
NBC stations ‘swivel-chair oper- 


drew such laudatory adjectives as 
‘smart,’ ‘individual,’ etc. It was an 
accepted dictum that NBC plugged 
its stations with quiet, gentlemanly 
managers who confined their in- 
genuity to giving free time to gar- 
den clubs and making dull speeches 
at Rotary gatherings. By the same 
token, CBS supposedly hired glamour 
boys for managers, and let these 
male Hedy Lamarrs do anything 
| they wanted to do, so long as the re- 
| sults looked good on the ledgers. 

This situation apparently has been 
| drastically changed during the past 
| year. 


CBS’ Glamour Boys 
Still Carrying On 


| CBS still has the same glamour 
|boys doing the sensational 
| feats of individuality. But 


|time CBS appears to have assem- 








same 
mean- 


| WMAL have at last cracked the ice 
}in Washington department store cir- 


| cles. This multitude of WRC-WMAL 
| activities tallied up as thoroughly 


with the | port, 


Both Variety and the trade have, | 


there have been some significant | 
changes in this viewpoint, especially | 


impressive—and alert 
Vernon Pribble Forgot 
To Cite WTAM Points 


locally unique showmanagement is 
harder in the case of CBS than in 
the case of NBC. As noted pefore, 
CBS has specialized in managers for 
a long time, and therefore many of 
the managers’ gyrations have been 
}recounted in prior surveys. Grant- 
‘ing that the managers are awfully 
| good at getting new ideas, it must 





WTAM, Cleveland, sent in a re- | still be admitted that a day comes 


but characteristically Vernon 
Pribble was too modest. He em- 
phasized a list of civic and educa- 


| tional activities, which are fine for 


ated’; whereas the CBS contingent | 


| when the law of diminishing returns 
| begins to operate. On the other 
| hand, Variery does not wish to im- 
| Ply that its judgment of showman- 
ship is founded solely on a station’s 


Cleveland. But he neglected to say | ability to think up countless schemes, 


that, WTAM has just about the best | 


‘and neatest plant in the U. S.; that 


employees are pampered with iock- 


| ers, clubrooms, showers, Offices dec- 


| orated 


in colors of their own (the 


, employees’) choosing; that the station 


stages art exhibits in corridors espe- 
cially constructed for this purpose; 
and that WTAM’s version of certain 
cultural ‘shows is on the grand scale. 
Pribble is one of NBC’s oldest indi- 
vidualists. He knows what he is do- 
ing; but his ability to put it into 
English is such that he could stand a 
good ghost writer. 

| On the whole, the NBC stations 
gave ample evidence that the red 
tape of yore is being ripped up, and 
that the swivel chairs are being sup- 


planted by bicycles. Nobody should | 


be sorry. 


' Pages of Fine Prose In 


|bled a brain trust in New York | 


which reduces certain phases of 
showmanship to formulas, and then 
advises the M & O managers to add 
these formulas to their already 
sizable list of local developments. 
I) short, CBS is making a go” thing 
better. 

Just as emphatic have been the 
developments in the NBC household. 
Here certain of the managers, who 
for years were as quiet as a trout 
under a rock, have suddenly be- 
come instilled with a showmanly 
vitality which decidedly indicates 
that the ‘swivel-chair’ days are now 
bygones, 


Rating tops in this NBC break- 
away from the dull and the stodgy 
are Kenneth Berkeley (WRC- 
WMAL. Washington, D. C.) and 
Lloyd Yoder (KOA; Denver). The 
reports sent to Variety by these 


two men were no glowing examples 
of fine English prose, but as memo- 
randa of alert, up-to-date operation 
they were nicked by nobody or 
hing. KOA, for instance, is one 
of the few stations which apparen 
lis aware of the fact that employee 
relationships are important phases 
of operation. WRC-WMAL, like- 
wise, was one of the few stations 
which really did a good job 
department stores. 


Employee Relations Is 


,oOthin 
notain 
tle 

iy 


th ith 


Stressed by Yoder 

KOA further instituted group in- 
surance and _ hospitalization It 
started an athuetic association among 
its employees, and installed vending 
machines throughout its plant, the 
profits from the said machines going 
to the employee association (a clever 


scheme which probably originated 
first of all at KWK, St. Louis). Addi- 


tionally, KOA is making its own 
transcribed shows on the grounds 
that e.t.’s from libraries are too dull 


Merchandising and news were boost- 
ed heavily. And local production 
was pepped up to the point where 
KOA became good enough to origt- 
nate two web commercials 
WRC-WMAL again put more em- 
phasis on production (which always 
was forte, even in the past). New 
singers were developed, the 
orchestra was brushed up still more 
Meantime a sales promotion depart- 
ment was inaugurated (although 
Jess Willard of CBS’s WJSV nad the 
jump on NBC here by more than a 
year). Baukhage, the news commen- 
tator, was sold to the Hecht Co. (de- 
partment and the other de- 
partment stores were signatured for 
Apparently WRC 


house 


store), 


j; announcements. 


| impressed. 


Woollcott Tradition 


The CBS glamour boys flooded 
Variety with a freight train-full of 
cellophone books, Steichen photos, 


and pages of prose in the best Wooll- | 


cott tradition. Varrety had put cer- 
restrictions on the 
format of exhibits, but the CBS boys 


somehow managed to get around the 


tain 


ter 
spirit of it. 
that this was calculated to impress 
Variety with CBS's all-around 
shrewdness. All right. VARIETY 
Now let’s get down to 


is 


cases, 


One of the noteworthy things about 


the CBS station reports is that so 
many stations were using the same 
ideas. This leads to the inescapable 


conclusion that the CBS brain trust 


yi Madison avenue manufactured 
these ideas, and issued them broad- | 
side to the M & O stations, Either 


that, or the CBS managers are tele- 
yathi Whatever the case (and this 
paper is betting on Madison avenue 
rather than on telepathy), the ideas 
are generally soun’ and well thought 
yut, 
For 
Louis) 
Em ©.) 
kinds of 
rll Sune 


1) the face 


both KMOX 
and WJSV (Washington, 
put restrictions on certain 
business. Merle Jones cut 
jay beer ads in St. Loui 
yf the fact that St. Louis 
great a beer-guzzling 
Milwaukee, Jones 
similarly doused all political spot an- 
1ouncements. Jess Willard dropped 


(St. 


instance, 


ut 


| 


aimost as 


community as 


beer advertising in Washington, and 
yanned personal-loan plugging. 
Also in the unique coincidence de- 


nartment is the establishment of 


Radio Guilds’ by numerous CBS sta- | 


yns. These ‘Guilds’ are more or 
less listening posts in school systems, 


and thus fall into the classification of | 


*dueational radio. 
Merchandising Newly 
To Fore at CBS M&O’s 


Practically all of CBS’s M & O 
group added lots and lots of mer- 
chandising. Merchandising is some- 
thing the networks usually frown on. 
Therefore the universal birth of it 
among CBS's own station again be- 


There is no doubt but | 


physical 


\ideas, and intrigues. Seoundness of 


‘operation is most important. And in 
\this category the CBS contingent is 
very, very strong. 


The Dollar Sign As A 


Station Coat-of-Arms 

KNX, Los Angeles, on the whole 
made the most impressive showing 
in the CBS stable. It also was guilty 
|of one of the flossiest exhibits that 
ever bedeviled the judges. It finally 
developed (after 10 yards of cello- 
phane and dozens of modernistiec 
photos) that KNX has forged one of 
the hottest sales and promotion de- 
partments ever assembled anywhere, 
| Reports 





on missing business—mer- 


chandising—trade meetings — bulle- 


ltins to the trade—portfolios for 
| clients’ salesmen—contest promotion 
—store posters—these and countless 
other volleys were fired by KNX in 
a mammoth attempt to put the 
Pacific Coast on the radio map. And 
| while VAriery does not advocate the 
dollar sign as the best coat-of-arms 
|'for a radio station, it must be 
granted that KNX has tackled an ime 
portant problem, and tackled it well, 


WBT, Charlotte, Changes 


whole thing by living up to the let- | 


of the law, while violating the | 


Into a Farm Station 

WBT, Charlotte, now under O. E. 
Joscelyn also fixed an idea firmly in 
its mind and carried it out to a stub- 
WBT’s 
idea is wooing the farmers, and the 


bornly successful conclusion. 


station went to such lengths as send- 


ing a man to Washington to get dope 


on crops, etc., as a tip-off for listen- 
,ers. It all added up to plenty of 
sense. 

WEEI, Boston, also was most rea- 


sonable in describing a program tor 
farmers, even if the station’s cam- 
paign against cattle rustling super- 
ficially sounds as though WEEI is 
confusing Massachusetts with Texas. 
(Speaking of Boston, by the way, 
this paper still feels that the city is 
terrifically under-promoted as a 
market, and that the time- 
buyer’s conception of the Hub is one 
of utter confusion.) 


radio 


WJSV rates a nod for a slick 
cheme to sell housing and real es- 
tate; and WBBM (also guilty of rib- 


bons, cellophane, and super-super 
art work in its exhibit) distinguished 
itself by establishing a foreign list- 
ening post and adding a colcr pho- 
| tography department. KMOX and 
WCCO depicted themselves as sturdy 
in all departments, and in a class 
with the U. S. mint when it comes 
to coining money. 





| Summary 











To sum up the whole thing: 


NBC is giving its managers more 
leeway and they are responding 
| wonderfully. Nonetheless this de- 
| velopment is pretty new (Rome 
| wasn’t built in a day), and the CBS 
M & O stations still have the jump, 


speaks the fact that the fountainhead | especially where subtleties are in- 


»f such a move was in New York. 
| Certainly the local managers would 
not have the authority to saw across 


| volved. 
CBS meantime (perhaps with an 
eye on the Capital) is cutting down 





the grain of an old tradition without | on certain kinds of business, appeas- 


first 
headquarters, 


getting the green light from 


|ing advertisers with more merchan- 
| dising, and priming the idea pump 


Station - by-station descriptions of ‘via some Madison avenue water, 
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~ 
OR, THE SAD STATE OF RADIO CRITICISM 

This is the anti-climax of the 1940 radio show- my columning ways. So you see you have already tact with the subjects they cover except the radio 

manship survey, the story of a search that failed, done a good service. man. Until papers recognize radio columning as 

of a hope that was frustrated. It is the story of ‘As for policy, etc., this is a full-time job. The a legitimate job you are not going to have first- 
an ‘advancing the art of radio’ plaque that was column runs seven days a week. News of pro- class radio columns.’ | 

not awarded because Variety could find no daily grams to come generally runs 10 to 20° or 80 to One midwestern radio columnist seemed to 
newspaper to which it could give it. 90°o of boloney. Before the campaign began we have the ideal of criticism, but he did not carry 
Hoping to stimulate newspaper publisher in- were running about four columns of readers’ let- it out in the dozen or more samples of his run-of- | 
terest in setting wp radio program criticism, ters each week, set in agate. mill column seen by Variety. This newspaper- 


VaRIETY set out to discover one radio column 
which regularly indulged in serious, professional, 
responsible radio program criticism. Had such a 
column been found, it was intended to beam the 
spotlight of this survey wpon the newspaper car- 
rying the service and to present one of these 
plaques to its publisher. 

As the result of the failure to find a candidate, 
Variety is convinced that for all practical pur- 
poses there is no such thing in the United States 
as serious radio criticism except in this and one 
or two other business publications. This seems a 
pity to Variety. Radio is the greatest audience of 
all time, and its ability to influence public opinion, 
education, democracy, culture and foreign affairs 
is almost beyond the power of the ordinary imagi- 
nation to comprehend. That these tens of thou- 
sands of broadcast programs annually receive only 
the most frivolous, casual and press agent-influ- 
enced newspaper comment seems a social lack of 
real importance—taking ‘public interest’ as the 
consideration. 

Using basic data supplied to the Showmanship 
Survey by Edgar Grunwald, editor of the VARIETY 
Radio Directory, it appeared that, to start with, 
some 306 listed newspapers in cities having a car- 
rier population of 50,000 or over reported 275 (or 
90°.) ‘radio editors.’ 


‘No workmanlike criticism of radio programs is 
attempted. Mostly good-natured kidding after 
the manner of some sports columns. By this 
method, however, we manage to hit the nail on 
the head quite often and the ideas expressed 
check fairly well with reviews that appear later 
in VARIETY’S columns. 

‘ll be looking forward with interest to your 
survey and would like to say confidentially in a 
burn-this-letter tone of voice that if you get to 
speculating on why radio columns are not up to 
the standard of some other columns, I hope you 
will consider this fact: on most sheets the radio 
man is the only one on the staff who is supposed to 
put in a full day at the office, then go home and 
cover his beat, the loudspeaker, on his own time, 
the time he is tired. 

‘Here at the The ——_—_——_ I have facilities for 
listening during the day, but I know most radio 
scribblers have no loudspeaker at the office. Be- 
fore they stopped radio columns in San Francisco, 
I visited a certain newspaper office and found 
their widely advertised radio columnist sitting in 
an overcrowded city news room trying to listen 
on a pair of headphones with a bedlam of distrac- 
tion going on about him. My point is this: all 
kinds of reporters are permitted to come into con- 


man stated that his ‘aim is to bring radio review- 
ing up to the dignity and high standards of treat- 
ing the legitimate theatre and away from the low 
gush which has been the fate of film comment.’ 

He continued, in this vein: 

‘News is given almost equal space with criti- 
cism. Idle gossip, having little or nothing to do 
with the way the program sounds on the loud- 
speaker is shunned like poison. If Alice Frost 
wears dubonnet girdles, we assume it has no effect 
on her acting ability and thus has no place out- 
side a strictly fashion-dope column. 

‘Unusual in the conduct of my column is fact 
that sponsors are sometimes referred to by name, 
when. the identification is difficult otherwise or 
when variety in prose is desired.’ 

Leonard Carlton of the N. Y. Post and Ben Gross 
of the N. Y. News come closest to operating as 
full-fledged radio critics. Certailny, too, it is true 
that Gross works hard, listens in person or through 
his associate, longer hours than anybody in the 
business, more hours perhaps in the aggregate 
than Variety itself (the members of whose staff 
have long had their social life extinguished for the 
greater glory of radio reviewing). In the past the 
program comment of daily newspaper radio 
columnists has customarily been confined to what 
the individual columnist liked 





Here is the first hint of why 
nobody could be found to re- 
ceive the plaque: 203 of these 
radio columnists, or 74°, also 
handled other jobs on their 
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personally. Thus one ex- 
columnist some years back 
filled his space with learned 
notes on symphonic and 
chamber music. He was a 








STAGE) 


papers including: reporting, high brow and that was his 
editing amusement section, dish. 
wire editing, copyreading, Of course there is no secret 


makeup. Several radio editors 
are librarians. One is chief 
linotype setter for his paper! 

In view of the extremely 
high percentage of ‘other jobs’ 
also held by radio editors, it 
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may be safely assumed that 
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as to why radio criticism does 
not exist in the United States. 
Frankly no publisher thus far 
sees any adequate reason of 
self-interest for setting up the 
machinery or giving the neces- 





sary space. They do not see 





these editors, or columnists, 
do not—on the whole—devote 
very much time to radio. 


News is the essential ingre- 








dient of the radio columns, 
according to the basic data. 
Gossip and chatter—to make 


that radio criticism could be a 
commercial, exploitable com- 
modity for the daily carrying 
it. Significant are the com- 
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ments so often heard, es- 
pecially on a Monday morn- 
ing, concerning the shows of 


a “< . o— 
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yesterday. The public takes 
its radio seriously and would 
possibly welcome a newspaper 
that did also. 

Meantime there are 
comments from the Michigan 
University Daily of which 
David Lachenbruch is radio 
editor. On Nov. 19 the college 
paper editorialized: 


a distinction from ‘news’—is 
the second item. Although 
144 radio columnists suppos- 


nent 
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bandleader spend a half hour 
drawing a lucky name from a 
pile of telephone directories. 
He has had to listen to Mrs. 
Hansen of Peoria explain in @ 
quavering voice how she ac- 
tually heard her dead brother 
prophesy an airplane disaster. 


Perhaps the most intelli- 
gent communication directed 
to the Showmanship Survey 
itself comes from a far west- 
ern radio columnist, one who 
brings intelligence to his task. 
He makes it pretty clear— 
from the inside looking out— 


yeoer. $ ago —tight thday he rom mon 
(Meee end 1EPoy 


3 CereeS We ehatetiong@: programe 


+ The new snpites:« (TPOM pathic Ky 
Ra note@ Be Vaanity . Pre x 


, the or the Hk hag 
F donee to extablit regular. pree 
PRIA CR! Die why Onmpn sal 
r bee Broth Whe pb He OB RUON 
"eee yeer ihu't 


es | Barc ata military: ¢fox0,) 
pe Uhrtes Bx ing &% DUT-6rt of th 


just why there is no radio gob eg ~ gs eat ot ire ‘The intelligent consumer 
“ta . i i . ¥ ie v © at SEN a) ctgrtethwer.ix. ntl : « oge : 
‘icism 7 nite ates. “tiene “het eit breraien @ we voce enti S een humiliate into 
criticism in the United Stat ; esr hvoray ws stewed has b } liated t 
. . 2 yt : I TS Oe! war We: vy . ° A 
To quote this realist: ca meagre : Eman. aratir: wth He listening to a cheery interro- 


WOOK hut deal! ahd tener Mose 
1 PaDOE ore Diet ever Use Sroayt 

BST SR Nt Kaka on ine pole 

Ree at Govemarert police end pub 
Gr one Re aAe H> HabumsE giz POR 
{Abas SosealaGn 9nd a tonne ut iia 
y ? , 


gator pose questions to 
‘thrilled’ White Plains house- 
wives. He submitted —- ret 
without boredom—to hearing 
Mrs. .Rolger’s prize-winning 
letter on ‘How I Won Muy 
Love.’ 


‘Many thanks for including 
me in your survey. By ask- 
ing for samples you got me to 
look over my own work. I 
don’t care much for the. stuff 
and so have resolved to mend 








(Actual Size of a Showmanship Plaque Is 19% x 26 Inches) 
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Shall-Nots for Networks 


Washington, Dec. 3. 
Sweeping new concepts of public interest, convenience, and necessity 


are embodied in the trial balloons sent up by the Federal Communications 
Commission last week as a move to bring to a head the controversy over 
the chain-monopoly report. Under the authority conferred by Section 
303i—giving authority to make ‘special regulations applicable to stations 
engaged in chain broadcasting’—the commish suggested a set of 12 possible 
rules dealing with seven of the most important aspects of network oper- 
ation. 

Several of the potential shalt-nots were put up as alternatives but even 
the mildest would force drastic changes on the industry and have a se- 
rious effect on current business habits. The gist of the suggestions was: 

1. Exclusivity—An absolute ban on such contract provisions; or a sta- 
tistical yardstick preventing such arrangements in cities with fewer than 
five full-time stations. 

2, Option Time—Limiting the hours when a network has first call on 
the transmitter to 30% of the converted hours in any city served by three 
full-time plants ‘with comparable facilities,’ 20% 
where there are two rival outlets, or 10% 
timer, and involving more than 25% of the converted hours during which 
the station carried network commercials in the prior six months. 

8. Length of Web-outlet Contracts—Forbidding any contract exceeding 
the license period; or running more than two years; or not allowing both | 
parties the same opportunity to cancel or renew the agreement. 

4. Rate-fixing—No contract can give the network power to interfere 
with freedom of the affiliate to fix his own rates for time sold other clients. 

5. Dual Coverage—No licensee can tie up with a web maintaining two 
chains or sign a contract that will result in airing of programs of one 
company by two or more stations serving the sarie city. 

6. Chain Ownership—No network shall own any station and no station 
shall own a network; or no web shall operate more than two 1-A outlets 
or more than three stations of all types; or no web shall operate a trans- 
mitter in a city receiving primary service from less than five full-time 
stations. 

7. Rejection of Programs—No contract shall prevent the station from 
canceling any program ‘for reasonable cause’ and the chain cannot ques- 
non the judgment of the affiliate. 


t 
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New FCC Rules (Proposed) Rapped 


Neville Miller and Senator Chan Gurney First to 
Speak Out—Miiller’s Difficult Position 


Washington, Dec. 3. 
Almost as soon as the trial balloon 
was sent up, proposed new regula- 


, opinion wi.hin the industry about 
fundamental policies, Miller agreed, | 
but even these do not justify arbi- 


tions of the Federal Communications | trary action by the Commish. He 
Commission were under attack last | was hopeful that there is enough 
week. “Without waiting for the oral |‘good judgment and restraint’ to 


argument, Neville Miller, 
of the National Associ 
casters, 


South 


make sure no dictatorial attitude will 
| be adopted. 


president 
ation of Broad- 
and Senator Chan Gurney of 
Dakota 





























of the converted hours | 
when there is only one full-| 
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INDUSTRY SPLIT 
UN MONOPOLY” 
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NBC, CBS, IRNA Lawyers 





Covevansent Not Being Brought Into 
Broadcasting’s Internal Problems 
Save on Abuse’ Basis—Weber 





Fence with FCC—Mutual | 
Says Rules, In Modified 
Form Help ‘Competition’ 


New Web Maybes 


Four accounts loomed up last 





-—_———_—_— 








week as network possibilities, 
HEARINGS GO ON They were: 
Absorbine, Jr., (J. Walter 
Thompson). 
Washington, Dec. 8. Corn Products (C. L. Miller 
, : agency). 





The Federal Communications Com- American Chicle. 

mission reopened hearings yesterday | Socony (J. Stirling Getchell). 
|(Monday) on the ‘chain monopoly’ | 
issues which have been argued at| 
' great length in previous hearings and 
in recent legal briefs. A series of 
proposed new rules to carry out the 
recommendations of the FCC com- 
mittee were issued last Thursday 
and these form a concrete point of 
attack by the industry. Monday’s 
hearings ran from 10:30 to 5:20 with 
Attorney Segal, Burns and Hen- 
bessy for IRNA, CBS and NBC para- 
phrasing, repeating, echoing points 
in their own briefs and Chairman 4: ¢ 
Fly and Commissioners Thompson | Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 

and Walker laying down a barrage of | Samuel R. Rosenbaum, chairman 
questions and demands for clarifica- of the board of directors of the In- 
tion. dependent Radio Network Affiliates, 


, far mer indie stations th: 
Although the Commish sought to warned owners of indie stations that 
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TOLD 








Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, in a wire sent to affiliated sta- 
tions Saturday (30) took exception 
to a statement of Samuel R. Rosen- 
baum, Independent Radio Networks 
Affiliates chairman, that ‘most of 
the objection which has been ex- 
pressed to the IRNA brief had been 





stirred up by officers of Mutual.’ 
Weber scouted Rosenbaum’s claim 
that if the FCC has its way net- 
work broadcasting would be de- 


stroyed and urged that the stations 
do not allow the construction placed 


| for network broadcasting by IRNA’s 


IT iS YOUR BIZ, 9, upon the FCC’s latest proposed rules 
| executive committee to influence 


them one way or the other with re- 
spect to their position on the IRNA 
brief. 

Weber also took a crack at Rosen- 
baum for charging Mutual of trying 
to bringing upon the entire indusiry 
detailed government regulation of 
network operation. The Mutual 
g.m. pointed out that Mutual has re- 





| Peatedly argued that there shouldn't 


i'are abuses, and that the FCC 


|they faced government regulation 
crystallize the heated debate abecut : ik 
. olist naitic a“ . veer unless they kept a united front 
ono ondaltio se ° . : : 
- P ic ¢ 0 _ | within the organization. In a letter | 


abuses of economic power, and domi- 
nation of the entire industry by the 
chains, the proceeding disintergrated | 
quickly into exchanges of ’tis so and | 
’tain’t, with apparently little likeli- | 
|hood of any converts being made by | (IRNA’s fight against FCC con- 
counsel for conflicting interests. | 


Th h boil trol). On the contrary, your own 
- be ole ay rare ot ge to bol long-range best interest lies in 
down to one fundamental proposi-| being a member of IRNA and 


to IRNA members last Wed. (7) Ro- 
senbaum wrote: 
‘It is no solution for any af- 
filiate to turn his back and say 
he has nothing to do with it 


af 2 . : 
tion. That ¥ > her the se ye expressing your views and try- 
> T » 4 | “e 
Government, nt ; aoe 8 the | ing to convince others that you 
FCC, should exercise strict super-| 


are right, so that in the end 
IRNA will be able fairly and 
properly to present the views 
which reflect the best thought of 


vision over the business dealings of | 
chains and their outlets in order to}; 
protect the ‘public interest.” Decid- | 























screamed the it any LORILLARD LONG SMOKE edly secondary importance attaches | the industry. Otherwise you will 
ideas such as those reflected in the to the related questions os whether | get regulation and meet accom- 
regulators’ targets Reem 9 seriously the Commish has the legal authority | plished facts without even hav- 
injure American broadcasting. | TRYS BUFF., ROCHESTER to undertake such functions and what | ing tried to have a hand in shap- 

The N.A.B. prexy, in an awkward | regulatory policies should be fol- | ing them.’ 

position because of the split between | llowed, in the event the body decides | a — 
the networks and divided sentiment Lorillard will scOR start a test it must move into this new field. | ; 43 
within his own membership, made a |°@™paign for its new longie cigaret, Essentially, the conflict is between) Betty Armstrong, former mide dane 
careful comment dealing with the Beech-Nut. The initial spot will be | persons with the New Deal view-|ing executive with Shi — = 
legal power of the Commish to ims | Buffa]o, though the station and pro-| point and those who maintain pri-| department store joined WLW, Cin- 
pose any rules along the lines | 8™am are yet to be set. _— enterprise will be destroyed by | cinnati, as assistant to Chick Allison, 
mapped out. He remarked ‘it would Next town will be Rochester, N. ¥. | (Continued on page 30) | sales promot: - Sone 
be most unfortunate if the high | «= ames omen ores socep manera mae fone aera ne __ ——E 
standard of radio entertainment and 
information now enjoyed by the —= SS ——— 
American public was jeopardized by 
restrictions sought to be imposed 


without warrant of law or need.’ 

The Republican solon, whose fam- 
ily formerly owned WNAX, Yank- 
ton, was not pulling punches. Ac- 
quainted with the subject from sev- 
eral angles, Gurney declared Friday 
(29) in the Senate that policies urged 
by implication in the chain-monopoly 
report and embodied in the tentative 
rules would either ‘strangle’ the in- 
dustry or ‘impose a death sentence 
upon established metworks. The 
South Dakotan recalled that the com- 
mittee report, during the Senate In- 
terst ate Cominerce Committee hear- 
Ings on the Thad Brown nom 
last summer, ‘was severely criticized 
and generally discredited because 
of its inaccuracy and demonstrable 
bias.’ 

Whether the Federal Communica- . 
tions Act gives the regulators power | 
to lay down such principles was chal- | 
lenged by both Miller and Gurney. 
The trade body executive, citing the 
Supreme Court decision in the signi- 
ficant Sanders case, said ‘it is my 
firm conviction that the present 
Communications Act gives the Com- 
mission but limited power.’ Gurney 
declared flatly that the proposed 
rules would exceed the Commis- , 
Sion’s statutory authority and_ re- 
marked that so far the re: gulatory 
body has not made anv concrete 
‘ndings of abuse that would justify 
Such stringent controls. If the st ug- 


ination 
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tions Ss are written into 4 regula- NEW YORK 
ons, Gurney said there will be little 154 W. 46th St. 
loubt the Commish has so loco.” Ij ; ; 
here may be differences of L. $$$ 
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be regulation except there 
is act- 
ing under the very powers invested 
it through section 303 of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934. This proe 
vision grants the commission author- 
ity to intervene when abuses in nete- 
work broadcasting develop. 


where 


In his latest circular letter to 
|IRNA members Rosenbaum stated 
that what the IRNA brief on the 


monopoly investigation primarily 


| contended was that IRNA was op- 


| posed to government 
!our 


regulation of 
business and contracts. Also 
that regulation of station licenses did 
not involve regulation of the sta- 
tion’s business and contracts, and 


| that while network-affiliate relation- 


|}and improved, 


ships can be considerably corrected 


‘we are equally sure 


ithat government interv ention is the 


Wrong way to sbeenenedacin it. 


No Studio Audience For 











Coca-Cola Inaugural; 
Kostelanetz at Liederkranz 


Coca Cola passed up the use of a 
CBS studio which accommodates an 
audience for the debut of its new 
series Sunday (1) because Andre 
Kostelanetz preferred to originate 
the show from his favorite recording 
spot, the Liederkranz Club hall in 
58th street. The account could have 
had any one of the network’s New 
York studios, since it hasn’t a book- 
ing in any one of them from 2 to 
5:30 p. m. The beverage show is on 
between 4:30 and 5 p. m. 

Press agents for Coca Cola 
the account’s 


used 


inability to invite at- 


tendance at the broadcast as the 
springboard for stunt. They dis- 
tributed in advance to radio eds 


phonograph recordings of numbers 
by Kostelanetz and John Charles 
Thomas which were to be played on 
the initial broadcast. The Kostel- 
anetz platter carried the Columbia 
Phonograph label, the 
Thomas disc was a Victor release. 


whereas 


Frank Jaffe at WIOD 


Des Moines, Dec. 3. 

Frank Jaffe, former news commen- 
tator for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, 
Iowa, and promotion manager of 
<MA, Shenandoah, Iowa, has been 
named promotion manager of station 
WIOD, Miami, Fla. 

The station is affiliated with the 
Miami Daily News. 





SPONSORS GRACE FLANDRAU 
Minneapolis, Dec. 3. 

Grace Flandrau, Twin City author, 

goes on the air over KSTP in a new 

weekly series peddling Nash coffee. 

Among Mrs. Flandrau’s works are 

‘Then I Saw the Congo’ and ‘Indeed 


This Flesh 
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HOLLYW’D LAWYER ENTERS FCC PROBE; 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


CBS has not protested the continued operation of WNYC, New York 
City-owned station, which ts staying on the air until 6:45 p.m nightly to 
broadcast instructions to 750 selective service boards. Under the dominant 
position of WCCO, Minneapolis, on the wavelength WNYC is due to go 











CALLS WEBS’ ARTISTS BUREAUS AN EVIL 


Rule Urged That Would Throttle NBC, CBS Talent 
Divisions—Craven, Case Doubt Legality of Such 


Looking for General 





Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 
Joseph Connelly, WCAU pro- 





a Prohibition + 


Washington, Dec. 3. 

In connection with the monopoly 
hearings now being held before the 
Federal Communications Commission 
it was disclosed today (Tuesday) 
that a group of Hollywood talent 
agents has complained against the 
operations of NBC and Columbia in 
the talent booking field. Martin 
Gang, speaking for this group today, 
urged the commission to revise the 
rules so that the networks would be 
compelled to discontinue their artists 
bureaus. 

Gang submitted two rules which 
he contended would practically wipe 
out such network subsids. One pro- 
vided that no network licensee or 
any person serving as its agent shall 
make a contract with an _ actor, 
singer, musician, announcer, com- 
mentator or other talent which 
would give the network exclusive 
control over such talent’s commer- 
cial services. Second rule suggested 
by Gang would outlaw contracts by 
which the network or its agent 
serves as ‘agent, manager, personal 
representative or employment repre- 
sentative or in any other similar 
capacity’ for talent. 

Doubt that any such regulation 
would stand a court test was ex- 
pressed by Commissioners Norman 
Case and T. A. M. Craven, who have 
from time to time questioned how 
far the FCC can go in supervising 
the business conduct of the broad- 
casting industry. To Gang’s argu- 
ment that rules of this sort are au- 
thorized by the requirements that 
licensees must serve public interest, 
convenience and necessity, Case 
pointed out that the U.S. supre:ne 
court has limited the phrase. In- 
dependent agents, Case said, should 
go to ‘another forum’—meaning Con- 
gress, the Department of Justice or 
the Federal Trade Commission. 

Gang complained that the web- 
angeled bureaus are in a position 
to put the independent agents out 
of business because the networks can 
use their economic powers to cor- 
ral performers. Having licenses to 
render radio service, the networks, 
stated Gang, misuse their advantage 
by entering fields that are only in- 
cidental to broadcasting. The chains, 
he added, tie up artists without pay- 
ing them salaries and NBC and CBS 
‘absolutely control the concert situa- 
tion in the United States.’ Gang also 
advised the Commish that the net- 
works’ talent bureaus are in a dual 
role and have conflicting interests so 
that performers under contract to 


them are hurt and the public suffers. | 





ZENITH'S FISCAL 


motion boss, came within an ace 
of being forcibly inducted into 
Uncle Sam’s Army last week. 
Arriving at the Armory to make 
last minute arrangements for the 
airing of induction ceremonies, 
Connelly made the mistake of 
wandering out the wrong door. 
A hard-boiled sergeant stopped 
him and asked where in (one 
word censored here) Connelly 
thought he was going. 

‘I'm looking for the general,’ 
said Joe. 

‘A wise guy,’ sneered the non- 
com, grabbing Connelly by the 
scruff of the neck. ‘We know 
how to fix fresh rookies like 
you.’ 

It took two newspapermen and 
a major to convince the sergeant 
that Joe was not one of the 
draftees—yet. 


WCOP Gets Full Time 


Boston, Dec. 3. 
WCOP, operating on part-time 
basis since opening five years ago, 
has been granted a full-time license 


by the FCC. As soon as new equip- 
|ment is installed, WCOP will go on 
a 19-hour schedule (6 a.m. to 1 a.m.) 
| according to tentative plans. New 
220-foot antenna will be set up 
alongside a similar tower at Brighton, 
| Mass., where the transmitter is lo- 
' cated. 

| A new ground system and addi- 
tional technical equipment will go in 
| before the full-time schedule is in- 
| augurated. Ashley L. Robison is 
|acting manager of WCOP, replacing 
| Gerard H. Slattery who resigned re- 
| cently. 











7 Rules that Shake Radio 


Continued from page 29 














regulatory ; part in the six-month investigation, 
| powers. was merely a historical recital pref- 
The argument got off with an ex-| acing an explanation of the ‘sugges- 
position of the New Deal concept} tions’ for regulations. He empha- 
by Telford Taylor, FCC general coun- | sized that no decisions have been 
sel, and his chief assistant, Joseph | reached, adding that the chain-mo- 
|Rauh, who contended the question of | nopoly report is a product of ‘orderly 
| jurisdiction to impose special rules| procedure and lengthy considera- 
'on chains is academic. Following | tion.’ 
'the course mapped out in their briefs, The Proposed Rules 
;}counsel for NBC, CBS and IRNA shot; The proposed rules, which, in brief, 
‘back verbal barrages at the ‘sug-| would outlaw exclusive contracts, 
| gested’ regulations issued Thursday | limit the amount of network option 
(28). | time, provide mutual cancellation 
Division on FCC | privileges, specify how many plants 
Expected clash ef personalities did @ network could own or operate, 
not occur Monday (2), the opening | fix the length of contracts, ban oper- 
day, although the atmosphere was | ation of two chains by a single com- 
distinctly hostile with the industry | pany, and deny networks the right to 
split over the issue whether the pie | influence affiliates’ rate schedules— 
is divided evenly and everybody | were unanimously condemned by 
has a fair chance to get his slice. 
Three members of the Commish | the two webs and the independently- 
indicated plainly they feel some re- | Owned outlets vigorously contested 
forms must be ordered and that; the investigators’ conclusions that 


|further exercise of 





in the industry through voluntary | and the only way of curing the 
action. With Commissioners Norman | trouble is through government polic- 
S. Case and George Henry Payne | 1ng. 

saying nothing, Commissioner T. A. 





inquiries fundamental disagreement Philip J. Hennessey, of NBC, drew 
with the position taken by the chain- | 8 reprimand at the outset of his 
monopoly probers. | argument when he termed the report 
Difference of opinion between the; inaccurate and distorted.’ He was 
two schools was dramatized at the | immediately chided by Fly, with in- 
| outset when Rauh, maintaining the | Structions to quit generalizing and 
| whole matter is a ‘simple proposi-|‘get to the issues.’ Shortly he 
| tion,’ took the stand that the FCC | aroused the ire of Commissioner 
| is charged with preventing monopoly | Walker by complaining that in com- 
|in the broadcasting business and ac- | Piling the digest of testimony ‘edito- 
knowledged that, even though sta-|Tial liberties’ were taken 

tions and networks are not public | Original evidence. 
utilties or common carriers, the| The NBC barrister gave several 
Commish would have ample author- | illustrations of his criticisni—point- 
ity to pass judgment on rate sched- | /N8 to paragraphs which are ‘statisti- 
ules in safeguarding the public inter- | Ca! monstrosities’—and told the regu- 
lators ‘there are dozens and hun- 





|est’ and policing the kilocycles. 

AFFAIRS GOOD Rauh’s Contention i = these illustrations scattered 
| throughout th igh 

Remarking that the chief dispute | the report: there are 





Zenith Radio Corp. profit for the 
six months ended Oct. 31 last totaled 
$1,158,872 as compared with only 
$377,696 for the six-month period in 
; the company’s fiscal year ended Oct. 
m 31, 1939. 

Unit shipments, which were the 
largest for any similar period in the 
company’s history, and the continued 
popularity of the Wavemagnet Port- 
able radio, are credited with being 
responsible for the huge increase in 
earnings. Deliveries of auto radios 
to motor car manufacturers are 
greater this year by a substantial 
margin than in any previous year. 

Accounts receivable are in excel- 
lent condition with collections con- 
tinuing unusually satisfactorily. Com- 
pany has no bank loans while cash 
balances in banks are about $2,500,- 


NBC Chi Staff Shifts 


Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Couple of internal shifts in the 
NBC sales staffs here. Harry Kopf, 
NBC division head here, has moved 








“© |many misstatements n 
in chain- |, wee 


statements designed to mislead.’ 
The Mutual Issue 


is whether ‘restrictions’ 
| affiliate contracts affect the ability of | 





| CBS, NBC and IRNA. Attorneys for | 


there is no chance of improvement | there is plenty wrong in Denmark 


Spending nearly an hour in ex. | 
M. Craven displayed by significant | changes with the three New Dealers, | 


with the | 


off at sunset in Minnesota, which in November meant 5:30 (in summer 
station stays on air as late as 10 p.m.), but the network has chosen to 
ignore the issue of consent on behalf of its managed-owned outlet. In 
the absence of a formal protest, LaGuardia’s voice has the okay of the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

Each evening at 6:30 Col. Arthur McDermott speaks from his office vig 
WNYC giving instructions, information and replies to questions concern. 
ing the military draft. All the 750 draft boards of greater New York are 
thus simultaneously contacted by the municipal statiom on behalf of the 
defense bureau. 

All relationship (previously cordial) between WNYC and CBS ceased 
abruptly at the time Mayor LaGuardia reacted unsympathetically to a 
call made by Mefford Runyan of CBS, who sought to propose a working 
out of the wavelength dilemma which put the clear channel principle, 
vital to networks, squarely in the middle between economics and politics, 
LaGuardia ordered WNYC to desist from all contacts with the network, 
The network in turn answered the mayor in a public statement. 


Toscanini’s absence from the podium of the NBC concert series inspired 
many reports. One concerned his reported peeve when, before he was 
ready to dismiss them recently, the musicians got up and started to leave 
the rehearsal studio for another radio event. Toscanini blew up at that, 
Other small irritations and points of dissatisfaction have been reported, 
It is still not clear if Toscanini stays with NBC after the present season, 
although the network states it hopes he will. Meantime Toscanini has 
been approached by Ravinia Park auspices for a summer series out-of- 
| doors, and he also has a bid to conduct opera at the Colon in Buenos Aires, 





Theatre Authority moved in on Bob Hope’s Sunday night theatre re- 
hearsal of his Pepsodent show, demanding that all actors receive compen- 
sation for their appearance before a paid audience, with the result that 
the live-audience rehearsal plan was called off and Hope and his crew are 
back at NBC studios in Hollywood for their usual rehearsals. Hope tried 
out a single rehearsal at the Paramount theatre in Los Angeles couple of 
weeks ago, feeling that the usual radic studio rehearsal audience was not 
giving his material the breaks anticipated. Following the single tryout 
under the new plan TA moved in and innovation was called off. 

Sherwin-Williams is paying the traveling expenses from Cleveland to 
New York and return of this Sunday's (8) two contestants on its ‘Metro- 
politan Auditions of the Air’ program. It is the first time the sponsor 
(Cleveland firm) has paid such costs. 

Wilfred Pelletier, conductor of the series, went to Cleveland to hear three 
local aspirants for appearances on the show. 





Recommendations have been made by Sidney Strotz, new NBC v. p. in 

charge of the program department, for the realignment of that depart- 
ment’s personnel but so far nothing has been set in that direction. Pro- 
posed changes, it is said, will also affect the NBC Artists Service. 
Everything seems to be still in the process of study. 
Sam Fink now in charge of sales at Station WARM in Scranton, Pa 
came up from the vaudeville field. At one time he was in the producing 
end of variety with Sammy Timberg, who is now head music man in the 
Max Fleischer cartoon studios. 
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there was any attempt to injure the 
public, the CBS attorney said it was 
| natural and legal to insist that the 
outlets maintain their own identity 
and spurn the opportunity if it re- 
quired thera to carry Mutual plugs. 

Fireworks expected when Paul M. 
Segal presented the IRNA argument 
did not materialize. The commish, 
| which two weeks ago caused a sen- 
|who provides better service and | sation by challenging his authority to 
makes better deals with outlets can | attack the report, gave him cold 
crash the gate. An alternative way | shoulder treatment, listening with 
of providing more competition, he | obvious detachment as he declared 
pointed out, is within the Commis- | the industry should be let alone and 


| about laws which other Federal out- 
fits administer, Hennessey declared. 
Chance For Newcomers 
The chairman insisted the NBC 
|spokeman justify his claims that 
there is plenty of opportunity for 
newcomers without special regula- 
| ton of existing chains. Agreeing 
| competition may be a ‘useful instru- 
| ment,’ Hennessey replied any novice 


sion’s command and involves only | given a chance to work out its own 
breaking down clear channels so that | salvation. 
more key outlets will exist. Mutual’s Compromise 

None of the suggested regulations Proposed set of regulations that 


lis necessary, desirable, or within 
| FCC author{y, Hennessey protested. 
|He said service now provided is so 
| superior to that available anywhere 
|else the kilocycle cops should not 
play with such ideas. The phrase- 
| ology used is confusing and many 
| terms are almost impossible to de- 
| fine, he added. Freer competition, 
| in his view, would reduce the webs 


would limit but not prevent use of 
exclusivity and time option clauses 
was submitted by Louis G. Ca!ldwe!l 
on behalf of Mutual. Plan involves 
fixing the number of outlets a net- 
work may own or operate and would 
| virtually outlaw maintenance of 
two chains by single company but 
still would not break down clear 
channels or cause violent upset. 


| licensees to serve the public satis- | 


| factorily, Rauh said if the Commis- 
|} sion concludes that remedial action 
|is necessary there is no question 
about its jurisdiction. He argued it 
| would be no answer to say the webs 
|and their outlets are delivering bet- 
| ter service than unaffiliated plants; 
| this fact would not prevent the Com- 
mish from using its licensing power 
to correct undesirable situations, he 
replied. 

The Commission is not restricted 
to considering the public interest 


ticular applicant, Rauh declared. 
Therefore, it can consider the effect 
|of contracts. The noted Sanders 
| case, cited by opponents of special 
regulation, referred to ‘free compe- 
tition,’ he observed, something that 
is not involved in the present con- 
troversy. He doubted that Congress 
would deprive the Commish of deal- 





ing with such vital problems as mo- | 


nopoly and restricted competition if 
there is need for remedial action. 
| All the Supreme Court meant in the 
| Sanders decision, in Rauh’s estima- 


tion, is that the Commission has no | 


| power to regulate the broadcasting 


that would be served by any par-| 


The tiff between NBC-CBS and 
| Mutual Broadcasting System, which 
|; has been spotlighted by the chain- 
monopoly report, 


directed him to stop arguing along 
that line. Before being checked. the 


| NBC spokesman commented that the | 
| Commish had not been told what | 
| Mutual does but what it does not do, | 


the record is ‘strangely silent’ con- 
cerning Ownership of Mutual, that 
the newcomer wants a 50 kw out- 


in several such spots either NBC or 
CBS is without such facilities; that 
Louis G. Caldwell, the Mutual at- 
torney, has taken stands in direct 
| contradiction to his traditional ideas, 
; and that Mutual is not the victirn of 
a conspiracy to retard its growth. 
The Commission’s responsibility 
for enforcing the anti-trust laws was 
|a subject of wide disagreement be- 
tween Hennessey and Fly. When 
| the chairman conceded Congress has 
|; not given the FCC full authority 
to prevent monopoly in the radio 
‘field, Hennessey retorted that Con- 
gress said the Commission should 


issue licenses in a way that would | 


Carl McAssey from the Spot Sales business for the sake of regulating | best serve the public interest, even 


Department to the Blue network 
sales staff headed by E. R. Boroff. 
Kopf has taken cashier Rudi Neu- 


| it. 
The opening statement by Taylor, 
who became general counsel only a 


if that involves allowing only one 
| individual to own every outlet in the 
nation, 


bauer and turned him into a sales- | short time before the controversial | cided the best way of reaching the 


man in the Spot Sales division. | 


report saw daylight and who had no 


primary goal, it has no 


occupied Hen- | 
nessey so long that Chairman Fly | 


let in every major market, though | 


Once the Commish has de- | 


concern | 


| to the status of ‘time brokers,’ would 

emphasize existing inequalities be- 
| tween transmitters, and would dis- 
|courage production of high-grade 
sustaining programs, 

Bulk of the CBS argument, pre- 
sented by John J. Burns, was on the 
| subject of jurisdiction. The chain 
attorney, former counsel for the Se- 
| curities & Exchange Commission, 
| also wrangled with Fly about the 
| Commission’s ,duty to carry out the 
anti-trust laws and had a few brush- 
| es with Thompson, who took offense 
at his complaint about the way the 


mount stock swap. 

Reviewing the history of radio 
contro] legislation, Burns contended 
that even if the Commission has the 
power to consider monopolistic prac- 
tices in its licensing activity, there 
is no justification for enacting its 
judicial views into administrative 
regulations. The FCC cannot under 
the guise of licensing make regula- 
tions of general application, he 
| warned, and 
Congress in both 1927 and 1934 speci- 
| fied an individual must be ‘finally 
| adjudged’ guilty before a license can 





| be denied on the ground of mo- 
nopoly, 


brought up by Thompson, who asked 


instructed its affiliates to refuse the 
offers made by Mutual. Denying 


The World Series incident was! 


Agreeing with Commish attorneys 
that the law provides sufficient au- 
thority for suth regulation, Cald- 
well termed quasi-judicial agencies 
similar to physicians. They are sup- 
posed to prevent illness as much as 
possible in various lines of business, 
dealing with trouble before it be- 
comes serious. Such governmental 


| technique would be of little value, 





Burns to comment on charges CBS | 


: | major 
it is significant that | 


he remarked, if it is necessary to 
wait for court decisions or legisla- 
tive action before admitted evils 
can be checked. Only reason Mu- 
tual has enjoyed success and grow! 


committee criticized. the CBS-Para- | Caldwell argued, is because of the 
| type of corporate enterprise. 


If it 
had been launched on the same pat- 
tern as CBS and NBC and tried to 
use same practices, it could not have 
overcome barriers.  Profit-sharing 
arrangement, giving affiliates in- 
centive to produce programs instead 
of acting as mere conduits and in- 
suring wider geographical distribu- 
tion of entertainment were listed as 
contributions to business 
progress. 
Rosenbaum’s Change 

Remarkable change in philosophy 
of Sam Rosenbaum was mentioned 
by Caldwell, stirring Chairman Fly. 
When he testifiej at the hearings 20 
months ago, the WFIL proprietor 
took a position almost entirely op- 
posed to his stand now, attorney 
said, reading at length from the rec- 
ord. 
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ain Income From Time Sales [JF WARNERS’ Station Eyebrows Up at Bond § 
1940 1939 1938 1937 | | | N] | t ' [ i ( k oll Broadway ) Request 
( January .ecesccesee $3,075,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 ‘ “ - 
February ....sse000. 3,330,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 eniites ’ 1 
March ...ssssseesee 3,513,170 2,925,684 3.034.317 «-2'559.716 or on ll 10ns to Na ural 
| pO RT A vieeee 3,332,689 —-2,854,026 = 2,424,180 © -2.563,478 |Percy Deutsch Decides to 
| a vigdeepes seseee 3,570,727 8,097,484 = 2.442.283 s-2.'560.558 Retai = , 
JUNG coveees veseseee 3,144,213 2,860,180 1,121,495 2,476,567 etain Transcription Com- of 
ARERR SS RES . 8,067,870 2,331,953 «1.317.357 «(1.988.412 pany Ownership—Second RENEWALS ON BLUE Neff-Rogow, Inc., radio agency for 
August asese Gpenept 2,341,636 1,423,865 1,955,280 4 the Bond Cl j 
; 955, Time Transfer f C | nd Clothes account, ran into 
September ......... 3,109,863 2,563,132 1,601,755 2,028,585 Se om~ | Willi 'a flurry of siti t 
; , 601, ,028, ams, Brazil, Better Speech Ac- 2 "Urry of Opposition last week as 
October ......+. cess 4,001,492 3,366,654 2,453,410 2,505,483 pany Has Fallen Flat counts Pick Up Another 13 |1t sought to get contribution from 
November .........+ 3,689,778 3,474,163 2,453,410 2,654,473 | Stations- throughout the country to 
aaseeeeed _— —_——— — NBC-blue last week got contract | pay for an hour’s broadcast on WOR 
WE. cc sinks benaes $37,204,145 $31,030,511 $23,832,351 $25,935,491 STUDIOS VALUED renewals on the Williams Shaving | Newark, celebrating the opening of 
| Cream, Brazilian government and | the chain’s newest $500,000 store on 
MUTUAL Better Speech Institute accounts. Meg from 44th to 45th St, 
1940 1939 1938 1937 Dicker by Warner Bros. and la RAOWS SADTOURRINS O08 Sy TES OF circular cae ane ee gr ttee- 
bs Jor 93 9° - sath er ar ‘Tr Ise.’ X Stations a 
January .......6.+6 $317,729 $315,078 $269,894 213,748 | Decca Records, Inc., for the purchase | 344 Drew » Bn Ba ‘on ‘Speake ‘Up WOR had agreed to furnish the tal- 
February .......0.66 337,649 276,605 253.250 231.286 |f the World Broadcasting System | 4 merica’ ? P lent gratis for the dedicatory show 
j eile ccc sacua " 390,813 306,976 232.877 247 421 has been shelved. Percy Deutsch, | . and that these outlets could now ex- 
: I iso an : 363.468 262.626 189.545 200.134 owner of the transcription company, | press appreciation for the business 
es seutbudes . 822,186 234,764 194,201 154.633 | 528 decided to hold on to his inter- | Bond. has given them by helping 
BURA hs eee eas 299.478 228 186 202/412 117.388 ests. Understood that the takeover | underwrite the $1,100 time bill on 
DOP sasissuhiidrcetes - 216,583 167,108 101.458 | Was to be a partnership setup, with e WOR. 
| August ...666++. seve 227,865 205,410 164,626 oe fe ee ee ee What some of the stations that 
September ........ . 283,463 210,589 200,342 132.866 | f° an oe ee Se Spee ° | Neff-Rogow solicited objected to 
October .......006- . 784,676 428,221 347,771 238,693 | ons entirely to Decca. The acqui- /mostly was the agency’s stipulation 
November .... 627.562 327.045 366,929 258.357 sition would give Decca plenty of re- | what each one’s share of the bill 
Oe ili Baath Pe ieveod __"*_ =jcording space and bring it into the would be. Most. of those that did 
SAG seisicivseees $4,190,071 $3,072,083 $2,580,953 $1,993,613 | ‘"anscription business on a top scale. ° chip in let it be known that though 
Two years ago CBS negotiated for they didn’t like the angle introduced 
the purchase of World, but the deal ] é |) by this project the contribution 
NBC-RED was buried because of the contrac- | asked wasn’t big enough ($15 or so 
tual demands made by Western Elec- per station) to raise a fuss about and 
1940 1939 #1938 #1937 it mi site 
ae ae oe ee tric, whose equipment is used by that it might be wise to let it ride as 
~oemtlel ii “un alin ee ron te ag sagan yates World. Washington, Dec. 3. la goodwill offering. 
a eee 226,985 ,975,25 2,507,12 273,975 P 7 : 
MOE: tiinniacaudes 3338440 3.297992 2.736494 2.531.322 |. Add to the Federal Communica-| The .tations were told that a prac- 
April 2198 685 °'879 571 . 458.487 2 304.035 | tions Commission’s closed files on | tice similar to this one was common 
UR ee 3216 940 © 886.517 © 627 721 261 344 | ‘nothing-can-be-done-a. yut-it? com-| among newspapers. When a chain 
ao. een secesesoocecs aaa amen mgt Ppt |plaints the squawks of a Detroiter opened a new store papers in other 
me evecrcreovcccore 3.141902 2713-798 > 377 065 2 018 820 | who had a bone to pick with an ex- | Cities frequently bought congratula- 
p en el laa al 3072 338 2737 926 2 368 161 2'094'306 press company because of tardy de- | tory space in newspapers of the ° 
Rentenber cia iba bia 3132 005 2 750 688 9 397 333 2057513 livery. Commish authority, it was | town where the event was taking 
j Saialee sn ak aha 3842 195 3 444.139 2798 739 3999 '803 explained, is ‘confined to communi- | Place. 
i eenilianes ee re 3653 135 3 402 370 2 878 261 2 288 866 | cation by means of electrical energy’ | Bond’s New York opening also in- 
9,009, 10% (BV G,0 1A 210,2 400, | and nothing can be done about pack- troduced another angle for broad- 
eociaigtesieieitite Sos ——_—_— — s casters. They received letters from 
OE. cissiitiins $36,168,421 $33,059,337 $28,334,187 $24,636,919 -— la N. Y. florist soliciti -al tri 
$ $ CBS will air more than 30 special | Also, ‘while sympathetic, Uncle + php cemay menage | floral tributes 
Christmas programs this year, in- 'Sam’s air cops can do nothing about | °° |" swore. ‘Ene Codicarory Nroad- 
: s ’ ; Pies “ cast was held Tuesday (3), with the 
NBC-BLUE cluding assorted types from carol |the ‘termination of the services of : , 
tae ry ‘,.|some employees of a foreign cable | 0P©""8 taking place today (Wednes- 
1940 1939 ©1938 #1937 singing, symphonic concerts and dra- plo) gn day). 
January $908,815 $822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 | ™atic shows. Schedule is under the | “OUDIy OF S6NetD SF ee See | 
February .....ss0e. » 905,101 773,437 ‘990.930 1.021.809 | SUPervision of Davidson Taylor. . ee eee ee ee 
March ......+0+ vee 965,904 s72'300 «2.070388 Loezge1 | Among the programs set are the | Wes Detiently explained. | 
BE cia cca . 912,833 681,412 852,018 973.475 _ | following: ~y te ame Soe, ee R 
_ gerne . 817,682 815,585 786,479 953,475 Dec. 24, carol service with Howard | Pointed out, “it is impossible for the | 
BE asin seats vecee 722,695 —* 622,487 650,529 794.083 | Barlow, ‘symphony orchestra and | Federal body to ‘help a wife get her | 
OE ictivwasudiess ve 688,536 569,757 581,643 688.630 | soloist Rise Stevens. ‘Night Before | husband reinstated as an announcer | ‘ig 
August ..ccccccccee . 665,924 574.644 572.938 690.871 | Christmas,’ dramatization of Clement | at a particular radio station. t 
September .......++ 747,77 564,619 581,908 793,068 |C. Moore’s poem. | ‘Or make a radio station award a | al 
October ......eeees . 1,203,499 773,119 975,225 1,116,936 Dec. 28, concert by Indianapolis | Ptiz¢ to a woman who claims to be | 
November .......++ 1,045,943 832.614 1,020,658 ‘1,092,480 _ | symphony orchestra. |entitled to one by reason of a pro- | 
=_ —_—__— —_—_—- Dec. 20, ‘Exploring Space,’ educa- ag offer. Pi a be yaue et Clevela id, Dec. 3. 
ee eer $9,584,706 $7,903,273 $9,241,418 $10,375,154 | tional talk about the Star of Bethle- | ‘!0" °° SUPP'Y alt a vance copy of 8! yon Tailoring (c., local clothing 
Pome hem |scheduled address to anyone who wit “ senaieed eine ie D 
em. he iy outfit, receive tinanci: allo 
*Different system for allocating Flings to the red and blue networks Dec. 22, concert by the Stone might ask for It. | last week when local listeners sud- 
prevailed these years. Church and Kansas City symphony |denly became hot pickers on the 
—— | orchestra. ‘Plot to Overthrow ee firm’s weekly football results guess- 
. Christmas,’ revival of Norman Cor- Syd Leipzig Bankrupt ing program over WCLE. Correct 
e win’s play, on Columbia Workshop. predictions on the winners of 10 
0 um la Ca 0 e Bach chorales by Bach Choir, of ny ; | major college games were made by 
? ’ Bethlehem, Pa. Hymns by Sistine} Sydney Leipzig, booking agent, | 32 listeners, thereby entitling them 
Choir, St. Peter’s, Rome. Service | employed by WOV Artists, Inc., filed | to free suits and involving a cost of 
































Blue, in November, $1,045,943 


— 


_ Columbia’s monthly percentage of 
Increase for November was 
that it has been for that 
network in two years. It was but 
6.2 


Smallest 


: » and yet $36,000 greater than 
the gross turned in by the NBC-red 
for the same month. Billings for 


NBC’s two links were 11% over the 
tally for November, 1939. The red’s 
boost this time was 7.4% and the 
blue’s 25.6%. 

On the CBS books it was a gross 
of $3,689,778, as compared to $3,474,- 
163 for the parallel month of 1939. 
NBC's gross for last month was $4,- 
234,984, and broken down by net- 
work the red figured for $3,653,135 
and the blue, $1,045,943. 

Cumulative billings for the first 
11 months of this year puts Colum- 
bia ahead of last year’s by 20%. The 
red’s edge on a like bisis is 8.9% 
and the blue, 23.4%. ‘ 


Fineshriber New Head 
Of CBS Music Dept. 


William Fineshriber, former chief 
eae ved writer of music for CBS, 
ae upped to head of the net- 

S music department. 


i ~~ 

oe George Zachary was boosted 
' than a year ago to the pro- 
Ucer-director staff, 





the | 


Job has not been officially filled | 





CROSBY SIGNS UP 


All Difference with 
Agency New Adjusted 


| Bing Crosby and the J. Walter | 


Thompson agency have straightened 
| out their differences and everything 
| between them is again hotsy-totsy. 
| Crosby has reconciled himself to do- 
| ing all the Kraft Music Hall shows 
from Hollywood. 

The crooner had been insisting on 
| being granted the privilege of travel- 
ing and doing his broadcasts from 
places other than the Coast when not 
tied down by picture work. Crosby 
wanted to be frée to spend some 
weeks in New York outside of his 
summer vacation period, but the 
agericy has held to the opinion that 
it was Hollywood where the show’s 
production belonged. 


— —_—_— 


Ward Dorrell With Raymer 

Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Ward Dorrell has joined the sales 
staff of the Paul Raymer station rep 
firm here, Dorrell was formerly 
manager of WOWO, the Westing- 

house station in Ft. Wayne, (Ind.). 
He fills vacancy left in the Raymer 
|office by the departure of George 





| Diefenderfer who joined NBC sales | 
| staff. 


Thompson | 






































from Salt Lake City tabernacle. a voluntary petition in bankruptcy | 











approximately $800. There were 588 


| in N.Y. federal court Monday (2) | entries, 
listing asse 2 tahilitiac | 
| - | listing as ets of $100 and liabilities Previously the average was only 
John Donahue Salesman of $29,684. During the past two! three winners a week. 
| . -, |years Leipzig has earned $3,100 on maeteaiinel 
LY, ° : t ’ - on 

| NBC has for the first time named There are no theatrical creditors, | 

a salesman to serve the blue network | the largest liability being $10,000 ; vat ; 

: : ‘ oo: ala — . ‘irst ime ess P ‘ Z 
|exclusively in the Detroit area. He's | owed to the 145 West 30th St. Corp., _ —— hag sneer 
| John Donahue. one a debt incurred in 1923, and the hose Const-to-Ceast 

Donahue was with Transamerican | next, $7,000 to Maybraum, Inc., 113 Cillet4 on ll +] 

; ; fe : rillette razor w sponsor tl 
Broadcasting & Television Corp. for | West 57th St., for merchandise pur- | ,, ecsace ee ag Bm 
tw } ‘ : hased Chicago Bears-Washington Redskins 

| tw ars. chased, 
ss. hs ee ee eee _|pro football playoff Sunday (8) at 
Washington, over a 113-station Mu- 
' 1 , 1 
9 * * tual hookup. Red Barber probably 
OC of 0 0 if ait will describe the tilt, which will be 
; ithe first pro football contest to be 


To Offset N.Y. No-Winner Squawk 


STANDING HEADLINE: | 
ANOTHER ‘POT 0’ GOL 


Philadelphia, Dec. 3, 
The latest in ‘Pot-o’-Gold’ pro- 





Because many complaints have 
| been received by the sponsor over 
9 the fact that nobody in the New 
| York City area has ever been a win- | 
jner of ‘Tums’ ‘Pot o’ Gold’ $1,000 
| prize, a local show is being readied. 
| Sponsor has bought Tommy Tucker's | 
grams will be dished up by WPEN band fora half-hour spot on WMCA, | 
next week. Involves use of city di-| New York, strictly local, which will 
rectory. Winner wiH get a pair of award a top prize of {300 weekly. It 
shoes. will be operated in the same manner 

Sponsor is Dunn Shoe Co. las the sponsor’s network show, which 
uses Horace Heidt’s band. 














| derstood dickering 


sponsored over a coast-to-coast net- 
work. 

Maxon is the agency. 

San Francisco, Dec. 3. 

Gillette Safety Razor Co. is un- 
for sponsorship 
of the annual East-West ail-star col- 
legiate football game to be played 
here New Year’s Day. 

Mutual will carry it. 


WOV Readies Studios 


Readying for che opening of its 
new studios and 10,000-watt trans- 
itter about Jan. 1, WOV, New 
York, is replacing it. recorded pro- 
rams with live shows. 

During the last few weeks 23 pro- 





Ray Roese, WBNS, Columbus Wednesday 8:30-9 p. m. slot has’ grams have been switched from wax 
tenor. spotted for Al Pearce CBS been reserved on WMCA starting to live talent. Others are being 
| program Dec. 13 from Hollywood. iDec. 18. Stack-Goble is the agency. added. 





Wednesday, Decouber 4, 1940 


Landslide for CBS 


How they voted the morning after... 








The morning after Election, independent researchers checked 
radio listeners in 18 cities from coast to coast. By telephone 


interviews, they found out from those people who had listened 


to Election Returns the night before (and 75.3% of them had) 


What radio stations they listened to for the returns: 


Landslide “1 


~@ 





NETWORK 2 





Don't Know 14.1% 
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The post-cards went one step further and asked: 


“Which radio Station did you think did the best reporting of the election?” 








Landslide #3 


* 


—* a NETWORK 2 


| Pe A\ 197") NETWORK 3 NETWORK 4 





--Radio’s word for such landslides is: COVERAGE 
| - 
CBS got 55.9% more vetes in the telephone study... Warner doing their speedy and expert job, CBS lis- 
CBS got 33.4% more votes in the post-card study... teners were millions of votes ahead cz other listeners 
, CBS got 179.7% more votes (though this vote is inci- right through tl © night. It’s gratifying that they liked 
dental here) in the “‘best job’’ question— what CBS did, but that is still not the main point here. 
, And that, if you please, is COVERAGE. The thing that does count is the fact that radio lis- 
| Coverage—the kind that stands up and speaks right teners chose CBS to i:sten to... by the millions chose 
| out, plain and clear. (The kind that brushes off all CBS rather than anybody else. 
| argument. ‘That’s coverage. And that’s confidence. It comes 
| On Election Night, over 20,000,000 American fam- from years of their knowing CBS programs, years of 
ilies turned to radio for the returns. They had the whole sureness that the surest spot on the dial is the CBS spot 
world of radio to choose from, ‘And millions more of —whether for fun, for news, or public service broad- ” 
them turned to CBS than to the runner-up network. casting of any kind. 
In a way, it’s almost unimportant, right here, that So, too, on Election Night. They turned to CBS in 
CBS turned in a fine reporting job that night. For expectancy and confidence. ‘And the morning after 
CBS’s bigger coverage, CBS’s reaching more millions, they voted for CBS—by a landslide. 
was established at the instant those millions flipped 
! their dials around to their CBS station. 
That’s why the 179.7% preference for the job they, 
| then found CBS doing is incidental—though pleasing. 
Naturally CBS didn’t let those listeners down. With 
CBS staffmen Elmer Davis, Bob Trout and Albert PACE-SETTER OF THE NETWORKS 





The telephone studies were done by the research organization of Samuel E. Gill, former Research Director of Crossley, Inc. Full details on technique are 


available. The telephone and postcard studies were conducted in these 18 cities: 





New York St. Louis Washington Detroit Indianapolis Syracuse Z 
| Chicago Boston Minneapolis Pittsburgh Denver Hartford 
Los Angeles Charlotte Philadelphia Milwaukee Columbus, O. Cedar Rapids 
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WOR Reacts to Press Comment 
On Irving Caesar Cancellation; 
Gould, Bennett Cases Irkso 


WOR, Newark, has rescinded the 
cancellation it gave Irving Caesar, 
conductor of the ‘Songs of Safety’ 
program, and the latter will be per- 
mitted to continue the series until 


his present contract expires which 
is Dec. 29. Station had previously 
advised Caesar, who is an ASCAP 
director and a member of its radio 
negotiating committee, that he was 
through Dec. 8 The cancellation 
was followed by some newspaper 
columnar comment and the station’s 
management agreed that the incident 
could be interpreted as petty and 
spiteful. 

Caesar will be asked that for the 
balance of his run he cut off the 
singing of ASCAP-controlled pop 
tunes and confine himself to the edu- 
cational phase of his program. 

WOR has also changed tack in its 
handling of the Morton Gould and 
Robert Russell Bennett situations. 
Gould and Russell, who conduct their 
own programs on the station, are 
members of ASCAP. When the out- 
let discovered that the arrangements 
made by Gould and Bennett auto- 
matically become part of the ASCAP 
repertoire it decided to drop the two- 
some’s programs. Later WOR’s 
management reversed itself and in- 
formed Gould and Bennett that they 
were to continue on their shows un- 
til the end of this month. 

ASCAP Claims All 

Outstanding feature of the duo’s 
programs is that they use their own 
compositions. Station’s initial in- 
quiry of them last week was whether 
they could confine their programs to 
public domain music with the ar- 
rangements turned out by them- 
selves They passed the inquiry 
along to their publishers and the 
lat’"r on 


general counsel, Schwartz & Froh- 
lich, which held that everything 
written by a member, regardless of 
whether it was an original composi- 


questioning ASCAP ad-| 
duced a written opinion by ASCAP’s | 





Music Fight . 


L__.__ Continued from page | 











file to refrain from any retaliatory 
tactics. Publishers claim that the 
dance music output of Broadcast Mu- 
sic, Inc., to date contains manifold 
cases of infringements on works in 
their catalogs but thefr lawyers have 
urged them to withho!d action until 
there is no longer any hope of a 
settlement. 

The controversy is bound to be 
dragged into the courts. ASCAP 
leaders assert that thu: far they 
have been inclined to resist the De- 
partment of Justice’s request for co- 
Operation in the latter’s current 
probe of network broadcasting, but 
as soon as their members find them- 
selves barred from the networks and 
the major radio interests cease to be 
lan ASCAP customer there will be no 
| choice but to cut loose with a bom- 
| bardment of litigation charging con- 
spiracy and combination in restraint 
of trade. Evidence along this line, 
state ASCAP pubs, has been dili- 
|gently gathered for the past six 
months. 

Newspaper columnists, some of 
them already showing a strong pre- 
dilection for ASCAP’s side of the 
case, are expected to have a field 





day. It is anticipated that news- 
paper publishers, excepting those 
who operate stations, may again 


yield to their competitive antagonism 
toward radio and pour tons of cor- 
rosive ink into the latter’s camp. 
In a Spot 

In between radio and ASCAP are 
not only the band leaders but the 
national advertisers and their agen- 
cies. The latter are still reluctant to 
take an overt stand on the situation 
for fear that any such interference 
may be used to justiry a substantial 
increase in time rates after settle- 
ment of the ASCAP imbroglio. While 
the agencies fee] that the commer- 
cial fees for networks set by ASCAP 
is unreasonable and want to do 


| NOBLE CANCELS WIRE 


Unable to Meet WCAE’s BMI Stipu- 
lations on Time ; 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

At his own request, Leighton 
Noble’s band, playing from’ the 
William Penn Hotel's Chatterbox, 
| went off the air at WCAE last week 
'and will stay off until its BMI cata- 
| log is more complete. Unable to 
meet station’s BMI requirements 
| without resorting to flock of hastily- 
|made arrangements, Noble asked 
| Hearst station management to drop 


ioe wire, claiming he didn’t want to 





endanger his radio rep with a patch- 
| work repertoire. 


| WCAE said Noble knew several 


| weeks ago what the musts would be | 


| as result of ASCAP-BMI battle and 
| that he had done little to prepare 
| himself for that contingency. Noble 
| claimed very few of the BMI num- 
bers fitted in with his style of music 
and that it would require services 
| of several arrangers on his part to 
| get together a varied enough cata- 
| log for steady air time. Doubtful if 
|he’ll go back on WCAE since he 
winds up local run Xmas night, Lang 
Thompson following him on Dec. 26. 





Croot Agency Encounters 
ASCAP Question; NBC 
Discs May Go.Into Junkpile 








Threatened break between the 
radio industry 


| Publishers 


/uel C, Croot agency in connection 
'with a transcription campaign for 
| Thorens Harmonicas. The series had 
been made by NBC's transcription 
division and the agency now finds 
that the discs which are loaded with 
ASCAP numbers may have to be 
shelved in the middle of the cam- 
| paign. 

The transcriptions have 
booked on seven stations. 
| these have informed the agency that 


been 





| they will clear the platters after Jan. 


|1, while others have stated that they 
| do not propose to renew with ASCAP 
|as of that date. NBC, the 
| declared Monday (2), has agreed to 
straighten out the dilemma as far 


as the transcriptions are concerned. | 


and the American | 
| Society of Composers, Authors and | 
has developed an em- | 
| barrassing situation within the Sam- | 


Some of | 


agency | 


‘San Francisco Stations Reveal Details 
Of Preparations to Eliminate ASCAP 


San Francisco, Dee. 3. 

Frisco’s radio stations, already 
programmed 30% with non-ASCAP 
music, were patching up final sched- 
ule chinks in readiness for the 
ASCAP blackout which goes into 
effect Dec. 15 on web and Jan. 1 on 
indie outlets. A survey by VARIETY 
revealed that few existing local 
shows will require radical alteration 
although one at least will be com- 
pletely eliminated through with- 
drawal of the Society’s melodies. No 
commercial shows are. affected, 
however. 


Representative samples of policies 
being followed are as follows: 

KSAN, 24-hour juicer: ‘We have 
‘almost completely eliminated 
| ASCAP musie from sustainers,” com- 
;ments Lou Keplinger, manager. ‘Dur- 
|ing the past month, we have used 
|/25% non-ASCAP tunes; this week 
the average will be increased to 





by Glen Hurlbert of our staff.” NBC 
remotes include dance band pickups 
from the Palace, St. Francis, Sir 
Francis Drake hotels and Bal Tab- 
arin nitery. 

Portion of the band which will 
hit the boys the hardest, the sum- 
mary indicates, is loss of operetta 
show tunes. 

Carl E. Wieninger is new superin- 
tendent of the KGO-KPO Thesaurus 
and record department. 

Previously held NBC berths in 
Chicago and Denver. 








WOL’s All-BMI Programs 
Washington, Dec. 38. 
Innovation of a new ‘all-BMI’ mu- 
sical program took place Sunday (1)\ 
when WOL, in cooperation with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., presented the 
first of a three-a-week quarter-hour 
series that will be devoted exclu- 
sively to Gilbert and Sullivan music. 





| 50% and within two weeks it will be} Another series of programs, entitled 


boosted to 75% in preparation for | ‘The, Shining Hour,’ was launched 
Jan. 1. A new library service re-| Monday (2) through which Stephen 


| cently added, plus non-ASCAP discs | Foster tunes .nd other familiar mu- 


inow being recorded by Victor, | sic of the 19th Century will be broad- 
Bluebird and others, assures us of an | cast from the files of BMI. 
;}ample music supply. We receive; Announcin, that WOL’s music di- 
125 to 150 requests daily on our ‘Re- | vision, under Frank Blair, is work- 
| quests by Wire’ program and a check | ing overtime in an effort to clear its 
of titles shows 30 to 35% of the tunes | schedule ‘of all musi¢e other than 
asked for are non-ASCAP.’ BMI controlled selections after Jan- 
KFRC, Mutual-Don Lee outlet: | Uary 1, the Mutual outlet praised 
‘We are 25% non-ASCAP now and | BMI as ‘radio’s own music publish- 
will be 100% by Dec. 15. We are | ing firm.’ : 
| switching over gradually to give our As the Washington transmitter 
|musie library time to catch up on |Swung completely to BMI, the Na- 
book-keeping. We have amateur j}tional Association of Broadcasters 
programs and the like where tunes | issued a 14-page blast against the 
have been set weeks ahead of time | rival copyright pool, ASCAP, under 
and that makes an overnight switch | the title ‘Portrait of a ‘Protector’.’ 
‘inconvenient,’ states manager Wil- | Booklet gave the history of ASCAP’s 
liam Pabst. ‘This really isn’t much | efforts to gain control over the mu- 
different from the time the Warner | sic industry and was profusely illus- 
catalog was pulled. We lost 40% of | trated with cartoons showing ASCAP 
our popular music then and never | as typical business fat-cat in a boiled 
missed it. This time we lose 80% so | shirt demanding more and more doi- 
|the problem is twice as great, but | lars from the radio industry. 
we won't have much trouble han- 
dling this one, either. We have only | 
one local band remote (Leon Mojica | 
from El Patio ballroom) at present | 
and if any ASCAP music slips 
through, our engineer will flip the 
switch and play a record.’ 





KTSA Sets Up Checking 
San Antonio, Dec. 3. 
Station KTSA has completed plans 
for its musie clearance after next 
week. Lew Lacey assisted by a sec- 


| 





everything they can to aid the webs 
in shaving down this demand con- 
siderably, they declare themselves as 
| determined to protect the entertain- 
ment standards of their programs. 
As one put it, he had no intention 
of counselling a client to spend $3,000 
|on a singer and then have the latter 
sing ‘The Old Oaken Bucket.’ 

This same agency official, whose 
program interests rates his organiza- 
tion among the first two agencies in 


tion or an arrangement, fell within 
the agency rights of the Society. 


FLAMM SELLS 
WMCA, NY, TO 
NOBLE 








he and his associates saw it the only 
issue between the networks 
ASCAP was that of money and that 
‘everything else was just so much 
bunk,’ At a recent conference in his 
Deal has been closed for the pur- | office, he said, an attempt was made 
chase of WMCA, N. Y., from Donald 'to sift the whole controversy down 


ince dies thedk te Sennelily tit j|to its essential or basic »hilosophy 
: D aig 8 tne | and the following are the conclusions 


buy is headed by Edward J. Noble, | that he and his colleagues arrived at: 
one of Wendell Willkie’s leading ASCAP has based its contract on 
backers in Connecticut and himself a | the assumption that it should col- 
recent candidate for the U. S. senate | lect in the gross radio audience and 
in chat state. Flamm asked for over | that each program unit merely is 


} 


$1,000,000 for the outlet in the past. | Part of an intergrated mass of daily 





Flamm declared yesterday after- entertainment, and that since music 
noon (Tuesday) that he wouldn't | Serves as the backbone and welding 
issue any statement while the ap- | force of this intergrated mass, 


ASCAP argues, it should be paid on 
an overall, or availability, basis. 
The radio interests contend that 
] That a day’s schedule 
is composed of little units which are 
independent of one another, and 
that they should be treated as such 


proval petition is pénding before the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. 

this is not so. 


Agricultural College 


LF ae ie T 7 — . 
Station Up to 1,000 W .| by ASCAP in exercising its fee col- 
lecting operations. In other words 
College Station, Tex., Dec. 3. the commercial fee should be paid 
Station WTAW here, owned and |only on programs using ASCAP 
Operated by the Agricultural & | music. 
Mechanical College of Texas was| Each of these arguments. added 


granted an increase in power by the | the agency official, have virtues of 


Federal Communications Commis- | their own. He cited the circumstance 
sion. Station heretofore operated on | of the spread in popularity among 
1,120 kilocycles with a power of 500 | advertisers of the chainbreak an- 
watts. 


nouncement and the premium value 
given them. The latter, he pointed 
out, would not prevail were it not 
for the audience created by the net- 
Robert Kaplan With Murray work commercials on either side of 
Providence, Dec. 3. the chainbreak announcement. It 
Robert Kaplan, son of Ben Kaplan would be appropriate to apply the 
who writes ‘For the Love o’ Mike’ / same line of reasoning to the ques- 
Evening Bulletin syndicated radio | tion of music values. The networks, 
column, has been named assistant to | he figured, had weakened their own 
Lyn Murray, a musical director of | case by letting the chainbreak an- 
tv" Columbia Broadcasting System. | nouncement get out of hand. Also 
Young Kaplan, a pianist, first came | by ironically agreeing to let an or- 
to the attcntion of Murray when the | ganization, in which they themselves 
latter conducted the Community have a joint 40% interest, to apply 
Fund presentation of ‘Ballad forja flat fee of 14%% on all network 
Americans’ here and at which Kap- commercial business. 
ian played piano at rehearsals, 


{ncrease is for 1,000 watts a day. 














New Haven, Dec. 3. 





versity. 


| Most of religious music of service, | 
and | a WICC feature for several years, is 
chapel 
public 


and 
prepare 


| controlled by ASCAP 
staff hasn’t time to 
domain compositions 

WICC’s 
NBC blue, 


publishers themselves are pretty 
much concerned by the outlook o* 
things and are not anxious for a 


knockdown, drag-’em-out fight 
the networks. 


with 
They are not so dis- 


turbed by a depreciation of income 


from ASCAP as the disruption the 


break would cause in the exploita- 
tion of their sheet music. A schism 
with the networks would reauire 
a complete overhauling of their 
plugging system and general oper- 
ating economy The change might 
result in a substantial loss of income. 
or it might work the other way and 
produce a potent renaissance in the 
business of sheet music selling. The 


pubs in general would prefer not to 


take the chance. They hold no con- 
flict between business inte: nas 
ever ended in any immediate mate- 
rial good, but recognition of this 
hasn’t prevented them from recon- 
ciling themselves to a tough fight | 


jand period of economic readjust- 
ment. 

Committee of name band leaders 
|that has been trying to bring about 
|mediation for the past two months 
| will meet this Monday (9) and de- 
|cide on the statement which will be 
| issued to the present summarizing 
| their efforts. Nothing tangible has 
/come out of their conferences with 
| spokesmen for ASCAP and the Na- 
tienal Association of Broadcasters. 
ASCAP has expressed a willingness 
te sit down with radio and talk con- 
tract on any basis suggested by it, 
while Neville Miller, NAB prez, in 
his latest communication to the com- 
mittee stated that the ASCAP atti- 
tude didn’t provide a satisfactory 





On the other hand the ASCAP | basis for negotiation. 


WICC ban on ASCAP product on 
sustainers hit Sunday service broad- 
| cast from Battell Chapel, Yale Uni- 
radio, declared Monday (2) that as | 


substituting pickup from 


KYA, Hearst outlet: ‘We anticipate 
no difficulty at all, although one pro- 


ASCAP BAN INVOLVES —isttining 'Giibert “& ‘Suitivan. nour 
YALE CHAPEL REMOTES isrcid rt Meyer. 'a' midnight swing | 


session will require revision but our 
}major musical show, the _ nightly 
two-hou. Evening Concert, will be 
virtually unaffected, using as it does 
operas and symphonies.’ 

KSFO, CBS outlet: ‘I set Dec. 1 
|} as my deadline for elimination of all 
ASCAP music from sustainers,’ ex- 
plains program director Cliff Howell. 
‘By Dec. 15 we hope to have the 
purge complete. I do not anticipate 
any trouble. We have one or two 
small problems, such as one concert 
program which will require consid- 
|erable checking to make sure none 
;of the arrangements is owned by 
ASCAP, Our only local band re- 
mote at present is Bob Crosby’s or- 
hestra from the Mark Hopkins. 
~rosby, of course, will have to scrap 
his ‘Summertime’ theme song for air 
purposes.’ 

KJBS, Ralph Brunton’s indie: ‘We 
have bee:: using 25% BMI or a to- 
tal of 3 non-ASCAP and will be 


100%, or close to it, by Dec. 15,’ 
tims up Ed Franklin, program bos: 
We use Langworth, McGregor and 
standard transcription libraries 
which gives us right now 4,500 tax- 
free tunes and by thé first of the 
year we'll have all anybody needs 
It is amazing how little difference 


there is between some of the ASCAP 
top tunes and the tax-free arrange- 
ments, which shows that radio has 
learned something by digging into 


this copyright situation at last. 1| 


| think the situation this time is 
simpler than it was when Warner 
tunes were pulled because we have 
learned a lot since then and know 
our way around now.’ 

KPO-KGO (NBC outlets): ‘Our 
sustaining shows have been 100% 
non-ASCAP since Nov. 15, with the 
exception of dance band remotes, 
which have been about 50%,’ sum- 
|marizes Glenn Dollberg, musical di- 
| rector. ‘Our commercials are co- 
operating nicely also and we are in 
good shape. We have not had to dis- 
continue any programs and changes 
have been minor. ‘Good Old Days’ 
has been changed to ‘Harmony Inn’ 
to permit a wider choice among 
available tunes and a few themes 
have been changed, Judy Deane 
dropping ‘Good Man Is Hard to Find’ 





for ‘A Good Man Ig What I Need,’ 


retary will be in charge of the new 
setup and in charge of the musical 
\library. Station has added to its 
present World library that of the 
Langworth library. Each program 
that is local or regional will clear 
all music on a special blank pre- 
pared for that purpose. 

Besides clearance for KTSA, La- 
cey will also give the nod on mu- 
sical programs to be aired by station 
|KRGV in Weslaco, which is a mem- 
ber of the Lone Star Chain and op- 
erated by the same owners as KTSA. 

Station will be with BMI after the 


changeover. 


Kate Smith Cancelled From 


| Four-H Sustainer; Can't 








Rather than permit Irving Ber- 


lin’s ‘God Bless America’ to be 
|sung over the network as an ex- 
ception to its boycott of ASCAP 
tunes on sustaining shows, NBC 


cancelled Kate Smith off a special 


Four-H Clubs broadcast Monday 
afternoon (2). Program originated 
at the club’s annual meeting in Chi- 
cago and Miss Smith was to have 


been plugged in from New York. 

Her appearance, together with 
| those of Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland from Hollywood, had been 
at the invitation of the Four-H or- 
ganizations. She had been requested 
to make a brief talk anc then sing 
the Berlin anthem. 





| WCFL Signs With ASCAP 

WCEFL, which is owned and oper- 
ated by the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, signatured last week a new 
five-year licensing agreement with 
the American Society cf Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Makes the 
first Chicago outlet to senew with 
ASCAP. 

Maurice Lynch, fiancial secretary 
of the Federation, and Maynard 
Marquardt, came to New York to 
close the contract with Gene Buck 
and John Paine, president and gen- 
eral manager, respectively, of the 
Society. 





Gordon Sommers, free lance radio 
artist, plays Santa Claus at KWK, 
St. Louis, this year, the 13th year of 





program, 


Sing ‘God Bless U.S. A.’ 


‘ 
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~ NAL. Board Postpones Meeting 





Because the oral arguments of the FCC’s monopoly investigation in 
Washington fell on the same day, the semi-annual meeting of the entire 
poard of directors of the National Association of Broadcasters was 
postponed from Monday (2) to tomorrow (Thursday). 

The meeting will extend through Friday (6). 








“Hummert’s Letter to FCC on ASCAP 





After Considerable Delay by Attorneys the Radio 


Producer’s Protest Officially Filed Last Week 





Nov. 27, 1940. 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, Washington, D. C. 
Gentlemen: ay 
On Dec. 31, 1940, the existing 
license agreements between ASCAP 
(The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers) and 
radio broadcasters will terminate. 
The broadcasting chains (National 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., and Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc.) have pub- 
licly announced that neither they 
nor their owned or operated broad- 
casting stations will enter into new 
license agreements that have been 
offered by ASCAP because the 
terms of the proffered license agree- 
ments are deemed unreasonable. 
Since the new license agreements 
were tendered by ASCAP, no nego- 
tiations whatsoever have taken place 
between ASCAP and the broadcast- 
ing chains for new license agree- 
ments. Ascertaining from officials 
of ASCAP, NBC and CBS that no 
such negotiations were presently 
contemplated, I recently suggested 
to them that ASCAP and the broad- 
casting chains enter into negotiations 
through a mediator. Such sugges- 
tion was acceptable to ASCAP, but 
the broadcasting chains have not as- 
sented to such proposal. As 
sult, after Dec. 31, 1940, neither of 
these networks, nor any of their 
owned or operated stations, will 
broadcast any music, 
which are controlled by 
ASCAP is a cooperative 
tion of the leading American com- 
posers and publishers, which con- 
trols the copyrights of the 
body of familiar music to which the 
4.merican public is accustomed. In- 
cluded in this copyright control are 
all of the musical works of such rep- 
resentative composers as Victor Her- 
bert, John Philip Sousa, 
Nevin, George Gershwin, George M. 
Cohan, Carrie Jacobs Bond, Cole 
Porter, Irving Berlin, Sigmund 
Romberg, Jerome Kern, Rudolf 
Frimli, Fritz Kreisler and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. 
Public Interest 
I am not a proponent 
party to the controversy 
not sufficiently informed to judge 
the merits of their conflicting claims. 
That the resultant situation affects 
me personally as a producer of long 
established radio musical programs 
is of relatively minor significance. 
That millions of the radio 
will be deprived of most of the best 
American music is of paramount 
public interest. One aspect of such 


ASCAP. 


a Tee- | 





copyrights of | 


associa- | 


great | 


Ethelbert | 


of either 
and I am | 


audience | 


public interest is evidenced by the 
attached editorial from Editor &| 
Publisher, the trade publication of 


the American press. 
Motivated solely by personal 
pecuniary considerations and with- 


out regard whatsoever to the inter- | 


ests of the radio public, 
casting chains, virtually controlling 
the major part of our radio facilities, 


the broad- | 


have evidently determined that they | 
will not deal with the organization | 


that controls the bulk of American 
music. 

The situation that will result after 
Jan. 1, 1941, is that the radio public 


will be deprived of the greater part | 


of its usual familiar American mu- 
sic until one or the other of the pow- 
erful forces to the controversy sub- 
mits, or until in their own interests 
—and not in the interest of the radio 
public—they reach a compromise. It 
is inconceivable to me that the con- 
trolling broadcasting interests, pre- 
sumed to operate in the public in- 
terest, should be permitted to de- 
prive the the American radio public of 


R&R Shows Stay As Is 


Ruthrauff & Ryan will continue as 
is with all its network shows after 
Jan. 1. Three shows came up for 


renewal this week and each got 
the nod, 


They 











were Vox Pop (Penn To- 
bacco), ‘Court of Missing Heirs’ 
(ronized Yeast) and ‘Uncle Jim’s 
Question Bee’ (Spry-Lever Bros.). 





its accustomed music by a mere fight 
for dollars. 

In view of the great public interest 
which is involved, I respectfully 
suggest that the Commission under- 
take such action as may be appro- 
priate to mediate between the broad- 
casters and ASCAP to the end that 
the nation’s great radio audience 
may continue, without interruption, 
to enjoy all of its own American 
music. 

E. Frank Hummert. 








in Substitute Themers 


Despite rejections made by NBC 
and Columbia, t'1e advertising agency 
producers of commercial programs 
using theme n usic are continuing to 
turn in replacement composition 
which contain the opening bars of 
the melodies they have been asked 
to abandon. All are doing this under | 








| the impression that the law on copy- |h 


right infringement permits a similar- 
ity of eight bars and no more. Net- 
work lawyers have advised the pro- 
gram producers that this construc- 
tion is erroneous and that any form 
of similarity must be avoided. 
Average freelance producer of a 
network commercial as well as the 
agencies are loath to give up their 
musical themes, practically all of 


Infringement Dangers Are Present in Any pe | 
to Retain a ‘Suggestion’ of Copyrighted Music| 


| which are controlled by ASCAP, on 


the score that a change in the music 
introducing a program, especially 
dramatic pieces, might cause con- 
siderable confusion among listen- 
ers. They reason that a listener 


| hearing unfamiliar music may come 


to the quick conclusion that her or 
is favorite program in this spot is 
no longer there and either twirl the 
dial elsewhere or tune out alto- 
gether. 

After the webs had ordered them 
to rid themselves of ASCAP theme 
music, many such producers 
gaged composers to write a piece 


old compositions. For these it has 
had to be a rewrite job. The net- 


ADVERTISERS SEEK TO EMBODY 8 BARS 
OF OLD THEME SONGS, GET WARNING 








en- | 


_- are pressuring their commer- 
| Cials to get in the latter’s new theme 
music as quickly as possible so as to 
avoid lots of confusion toward the 
end of December, in the event the 
networks go through with their plan 
to have their —s cleared of all 
ASCAP music Jan. 





Doolittle Gang of WJR 
Plays for Butterfield 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

Tim Dooliitle and his Pine Center 
gang, currently with Fels Naptha on 
WJR, will open at the Orpheum 
theater, Pontiac, Mich., on Dec. 7. It 
is a first stop on a tour which will 
take them over part of Butterfield 
circuit which operates 112 theatres 


| throughout the State. 
retaining the first eight bars of the | 


Doolittle’s gang has been heard 
daily over the radio station for 10 


| years on various accounts. 
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of the listening public's demand." 


(Signed) D. Sayre, President 


Hagen-Ratcliff's 8 salesmen 


cover 9 counties in 2 states. 






CINCINNATI 


Nationally Advertised Brands through our warehouses. 


Hagen-Ratcliff and Co. 
Wholesale Grocers 


“We feel that WLW is the most powerful influence for the quick turn-over of 


Through WLW's resources and the constant flow of advance information, we 


are able to keep our sales force informed of expected increases in sales ahead 


Huntington, West Virginia 
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Transamerican Assumes Defense Load 
If Grombach Sues Stations on Discs 





-————— 


Southern stations airing the 
Chilian Nitrate transcriptions found 
themselves last week to be the legal 
targets of a business squabble in- 
volving the O'Dea, Sheldon & Cana- 
day agency, Jean V. Grombach, Inc., 
and Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. The outlets that | 
ran the initial disc in the Chilian 
Nitrate Co.’s current campaign, de- 
spite an advance warning wired 
them by Grombach, are now faced 
with injunction proceedings. Trans- 
american has assumed the obligation 
of defending the injunction cases in 
various southern courts, 

The Grombach outfit in its tele- 
grams of warning advised the sta- 
tions that the transcriptions were 
being used without proper authoriza- 
tion and that any station broadcast- 
ing them would be held responsible. 
Transamerican followed up _ this 
warning with a wire of its own as- 
suring the stations that it guarantee | 
them against any damages or de- | 
fense costs. All but one 
WWL, New Orleans, ran the initial | 
transcription in the series anyway. | 

Grombach claims that it originated 
the show, ‘Uncle Natchel,’ and that 
when the agency on the account 
transferred the recording job to 
Transamerican it volated Grom-| 
bach’s property rights. Grombach | 
also claims that it had the account 
in the house for four years and that 
the campaign ran from 22 to 26 
weeks each season. 








station 
Station, 





Jewelry Chain Places 
Landt Trio on 12 Stations 
In New York State Area 


Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 3. 

Rudolph’s jewelry chain, head- 
quartered in Syracuse, is sponsoring 
a heavy pre-Christmas radio promo- 
tion, via series of 26 five-minute | 
transcriptions with Landt Trio and | 
Mahr. over 12 stations. Platters are 
whirling several times weekly on: 
WGY. Schenectady; WOKO, Albany; 


WTRY. Troy; WSYR. Syracuse; | 
WHAM. Rochester: WJTN, James- 
town: WNBF. Binghamton: WMBO, 
Auburn: WIB. Utica; WKIP and 


WHCU, Poughkeepsie; WAAT, Jer- 
sey City. 

Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 
NBC RENEWALS 


Quaker, Fitch, Skelly Extend Via 
Routine Options 

— 

Chicago, Dec. 3. | 

NBC here received a trio of re- 
newals last week. Ruthrauff & Ryan | 


agency for Quaker Oats picked up | 
its time option for ‘Girl Alone’ day- 
time strip script, calling for an ad- | 
ditional 13-week period starting Dec. | 
23 over 41 outlets. 

Fitch will go 
for a full additional year over 111 | 
NBC red stations starting Jan. 5; set | 
through the Ramsey agency of 
Davenport (Ia.). 

Skelly Oil is continuing with the 
Capt. E. D. C. Herne news broadcasts 
over 16 NBC-Red stations starting 
on Dec. 16, through the Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald agency. 


2 
? 


ijuvenile mental giants. 


|} Season. 


Dick Fishell’s 725°; 

Dick Fishel], Vartery’s pigskin 
doper-outer, wound up with a 
tidy .725 percentage on his 
son’s pickings. 

Ties, of course, weren't count- 
ed since no provision is made 
under the Variery odds-given 
method for the selection of tie 
games. Fishell, who's also sports 
commentator for station WHN, 
New York, had as his seasonal 
record 174 wins, 62 losses and 13 
ties. 


sea- 


MATCHING KID 
MENTAL GIANTS 








Milwaukee, Dec. 3. 
The Chicago-produced Alka-Selt- 
zer-sponsored ‘Quiz Kids’ network 
show adds new slant Jan. 22 when 


lits competition will be conducted on 


a national basis, youngsters from 
many of the larger cities matching 
wits against those of the Chicago 
Milwaukee 
will be the first city to supply one 
of such contestants. Auditions start 
Dec. 30 with a field of 125 children 
from which the local winner will be 
selected. He will receive a $100 
Gos:rnment bond plus expenses fo1 


| 


the trip to Chicago, and if his work | 


places him among the first three of 
the five young experts on the pro- 
gram he will make a second trip at 
similar remuneration. 

If he is smart enough, the 
appearance will be continued indefi 
nitely, with like pay. 


recall 


TOWN HALL FROM 
MIAMI AND SEATTLE 


Seattle, Dec. 3 

Washington Athletic Club will 
guarantee ‘American Town Meeting 
of the Air’ program over NBC blue 
for special appearance origination 
here on March 13. Seattle is one of 
six cities picked for originations this 
Forum will be heard from 
Miami Christmas week. 


KJR, local blue, will origin: 


i forum now carried over 92 NBC sta- 


tions with an estimated audience 
5,000,000. 

Dr. Paul Sieg, president of Uni- 
versity of Washington, is assisting 
George Denny of New York in ar- 
ranging details. 


Anna Erskine May Write 


Texaco Intermission Spots 


Anna Erskine may write the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Guiid {:termission 
spot on the Texaco-sporored Met- 
ropolitan Opera perforr:urce Dec. 14 
and on several subsequent dates 
|Mrs. August Belmont, the Guild 
| head, usually appears in the brief 
| intermission program. 

Miss Erskine scripts the ‘Metro- 
| politan Auditions of the Air’ series 
| for Sherwin-Williams. 





Ee 
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Renew Shouse Contract 





Cincinnati, Dec. 3. 

One of the signatures appended 
last week by James D. Shouse was to 
1 contract for his renewal as general 
manager of the Crosley Corpora- 
tion’s broadcasting division. 
1941, 

A sequence will be his reelection 
by the firm’s directors as a vice- 
president. 





DON BECKER 
IN COLLAPSE 





It's for | 


‘| produce their own scripts. David- | 


|dio once the stanza actually hits the 
e : ‘air. He will 

Don Becker, co-writer of ‘Life Can | 
Be Beautiful’ and other commercial | 


Assistants Get Whack at Mike 


CBS Workshop’s New Policy—Betsy Tuthill Directs 
Ring Lardner Piece 





yarn, ‘Symptoms of Being 35” It will 


; ; take half of the 30-minute stanza 

Columbia will try a new policy for| with the balance of the show stil} 

|its Workshop series Sunday nights, | unsettled. on 
its assistant producer-direc- 


| giving 
ltors a chance to handle the assign- | m 
ja 


Dec. 29 program will probably be 
untitled drama scripted and di- 

rected by announcer James Fleming, 
son Taylor, in charge of sustaining | 4¢@ling with Dr. Johnson and Bos- 
entertainment programs under W. B. | well in Scotland. Jan. 5 edition will 
| Lewis, will supervise on any shows |€ ‘Love in 32 Bars,’ a comedy about 
handled by the apprentice group, but |POP music, directed by Perry Laf- 
| will give them free hand in the stu- e+ from his own book and score, 
Coming Sunday night's (8) chap- 
inte the Gone | ter will be ‘The Trojan Woman,’ di- 

rected by John Houseman from his 

own adaptation of an Edith Hamilton 


|ment, wherever possible letting them 


not go 
trol booth at any time. 
First program under the new pol- | 


serials, is on an extended cruise be- | joy will be Déc. 15, when Betsy Tut- | translation of Euripedes. It will have 


cause of ill health. It was brought | 


on by pressure of work, the usual 


seven-day treadmill of developing | 


scores of plots, situations and char- | 
acterizations and then pounding them 
out hour after hour on the type- 
writer. 

Becker was having lunch with his 
boss, John L. Clark, head of Trans- 
american, when he (Becker) keeled | 
over and the incident wound up by | 
Clark insisting that Becker go off 
for a complete vacation. Becker’s 
writing associate, Carl Bixby, is han- | 
dling the assignments. 





Pittsburgh Brewer Buys 
Bernie Armstrong Orch, 


Kinder Sisters via KDKA 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 

Bernie Armstrong, musical 
tor and organist at KDKA, 
sold musical 
tract calling for a 2l-piece orchestra 


direc- | 
has just 


commercial show con- 


and Kinder Sisters, harmony trio. 
Will be bankrolled by Duquesne 
Brewing Co. 

Heaviest sugar ever laid on the 


line by a Pittsburgh sponsor is in- 
volved in the deal. Show shoves off 
this week, quarter hour each Friday 
night. Announcements will be lim- 
ited to few words at beginning and 
end, with continuous music, Kinder 
Sisters bridging the breaks with song 
Flock of bands audi- 
oned for the show, too, with Arm- 
strong copping the plum in a close 
race, 


titles. other 
+; 





. ’ 

Quincy Howe’s Sponsors 
Quincy Howe, news commentator 

over WQXR, New York, will be 

sponsored Monday and Friday nights 

during December by Joseph Martin- | 


son & Co., coffee firm. During Jan- 


uary, he will be bankrolled Monday 
lights by Martinson and Wednesday 
Friday nig hts by Witty Bros 


men’s clothiers. 
Al Paul Lefton 

Martinson, 

for Witty. 


JACK BROOKS AT WHAS 
Louisville, Dec, 3. 
Robert Kennett, WHAS program 
director, has signed Jack Brooks of 
WBBM, formerly teamed on CBS 
with Don Ross as Brooks and Ross. 


is the agency for 
and Norman D. Waters 


singing duo, for a series of sus- 
tainers, 
Brooks will also script several 


shows, and produce several programs 


| of a musical nature with Robert Hut- 





sell’s orchestra. 


: For the First Time on the Air 


(The Department for Recording 


Satine seapig hI bole sa tie ee ae Me? 
Amazing in the Business of the Same Description) 


Saw a Horse 


: New alibi aired by Fred Briggs, 
Concert, pulled surprising fan mail] 


to pet a policeman’s horse, 
expressing understanding. 





Invents Cough Choker 

J. R. Poppele, chief engineer of WOR, New York, has a 
‘cough button,’ connected to the microphone, 
other broadcaster to cut off the mike momentarily if he h 


Nothing Like Knowing Your Public 


Bessie Beatty, who conducts 
York, accepted a written invit 
listeners, William and Mrs. 


the Ma 


Von Riper 


had never heard of her host and hostess until she 


she accepted it solely on the basis of t 
her husband, 


|when it debuts a show on the NBC | 


|confined itself to spot broadcasting. | 


_days and Thursdays will be filled by | 


| Call Up Myron Fox 


producer-announcer of KYA’s daily Pop 


. Late for his show the 
é s othe 
announcer carried on until Briggs arr Bs San 


Flood of dialers penned sympathetic notes | 





ation to spend a weekend as guests of two 


hill will direct Vera Vikel’s adapta- |#" Original score by Virgil Thomson. 
tion of Ring Lardner’s magazine | Norman Corwin, formerly a CBS 


Ses _ |staff writer-producer, will direct a 
revival of his own ‘Plot to Overthrow 


Christmas’ for the Dec. 22 program 
| 





| of the Workshop series. 
eee eran 











Carter’s Little Liver Pills becomes 
for the first time a network account | 


BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND 


RADIO STATION 


WMMN 


890 


KILOCYCLES COVERING 





blue Jan. 2. In the past Carter’s had 
NBC ‘is helping Street & Finney, 
agency on the account, to find a pro- 
gram, and NBC will supervise the 
advertising very stringently. 

Spot is Tuesday, 9:35 to 10 p.m. 


SWING TO MEXICO 


Week 
Caldwell, 


Three Vacation — Schubert, 


Nason Fill In 

Raymond Gram Swing leaves after 
his Dec. 23 over WOR- | 
Mutual for a three-weeks’ vacation, 
his first since July, 1939. White Owl 
cigar signed Hendrik William | 
Van Loon as fill-in for the Monday | 
and Friday sponsored shows and his | 
sustaining spots Tuesdays, Wednes- 


broadcast 


has 


Paul Schubert, WOR naval expert; 
Cy Caldwell, aviation authority, and 
Maj. Leonard Nason, military strate- 
gist. Swing intends going to Mex- 
ico for his vacation, but will be ready 
to fly back to New York in case the 
war fh Europe becomes too violent. 
Dorothy Thompson will continue 
her locally-sponsored series Sunday 
nights over WOR-Mutual at least 13 
more weeks from Jan. 5, when the | 
surrent option period runs out. 











THIS WIDE AWAKE 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 8. 

Captain Myron Fox of KDYL has 
been ‘called to report for a year’s 
service in the 413th Infantry Reserve 
at Fort McArthur at*San Diego. He 
will report for duty Dec. 5. 

To date, no one has been named to 
fill the vacated post at KDYL. 


MARKET 


oO? 


George Bryan’s 5 Mins. 

George Bryan will do a five-min- 
ute news spot over WABC, New | 
York, at 3:55 p.m. beginning Mon- 
day (9) for Alka-Seltzer, 
Until then, Woolworth will bank- | 
ll the show to plug its Christmas 


A 


communit y station 


ro 
sales, 


serving a commu- 


nity’s needs. 


) the Unique, the Fanciful, the 


About a Man 
San Francisco, Dec, 8. 








ived. M.C. explained he had stopped | 


new gadget, a 
announcer or 
as to cough, 


Enables an 





rtha Deane program over WOR, New | 
, of Beaver Valley, Del. Broadcaster | gee: 
received the invite, and’ Fa 


heir letter. She was accompanied by 
- 4 
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| Hanrahan, Watters, Westergaard Get 


wouemurggereese THEATRE TELEVISION EXPERIMENTS 
Revamp Old Gold srs." NEXT, RCA WORKS TOWARD NETWORKS 


> | president, Jack Howard. James Han- | 
Radio Shows 








rahan was moved up from v.p. to| 
executive v.p. and the titles of v-p. | 
went to Mortimer Watters, general | 


Mullen and Morton Discuss Status With New York 


Kaufman Goes Radio 























Old Gold’s radio slate is being 
washed clean so that the new agency 
on the account, J. Walter Thompson, 
ean have a fresh start in that direc- 


tion immediately after the first of | 


the year. Cancellation notices on the 
cig brand’s Texas Rangers regional 
and transcription campaign went out 
jast week through Lennen & Mitchell, 
which placed the business, with Jan. 
3 the termination date. Texas Rang- 
ers has been getting a live release 
over the CBS Pacific link and tran- 
scribed versions of it have been run- 
ning on some 20-odd other stations, 
Sensation, another Lorillard cig, is 
taking over the two quarter-hour 


spots on the CBS regional affected | 


by the Old Gold cancellation. The 
placements will be two quiz shows 


now running on the Don Lee Net- | 


work, namely, ‘Don’t Be Personal’ 
end ‘Talk Your Way Out of This 
One.’ Switch becomes. effective 
Jan. 8. 


Report on Ted Cott 


Ted Cott, whose ‘So You Think 
You Know Music’ is a part of the 
Schaefer beer show, has produced 
and directed a new five-a-week serial 
called ‘Live for Tomorrow,’ which 
has been recorded for agency audi- 
tion. Cast includes Morris Carnov- 
sky, Bernard Zanville and Frances 
Oliver. 

Producer-director has been 
appointed managing director of the 
newly-opened children’s record de- 
partment of Musicraft Records, Inc. 


also 


Amateur Thespians Play RKO 

Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 3. 
Playcrafters, winners in 
amateur contest, 


Lauers dramatic 


staged one-act play, ‘The New Bride,’ | 


at RKO Palace on publiciiy strength 
of victory. 

Store used picture of group in 
large ad to plug the single perform- 
ance, 


WHEC- | 


manager of WCPO, Cincinnati, and 
; Dick Westergaard, of WNOX, Knox- 
ville. 

In naming Watters and Wester- 
gaard officers of the company the 
directors figured that much time 
would be saved when it came to sig- 
naturing FCC reports and corpora- 
tion papers. Instead of sending doc- 
uments to the home office for such 
signatures the stations’ heads can 
now conveniently do it themselves. 


Raymond Paige Directs 
In Pittsburgh Dec. 12 


| Raymond Paige will baton the 
Pittsburgh Symphony orchestra in- 
stead 
| Dec. 

Americana’ 
|originate in 
| Pittsburgh. 








12 broadcast of the ‘Musical 
program, which 
the Syrian Mosque, 
John Charles Thomas 


of his regular group for the | 


will | 





George S. Kaufman ‘spotted’ 
| in at CBS, N. Y., by Lanny Ross 
during his Franco spaghetti show 
| last week was called to the mi- 
croprone and «accorded a flossy 
|; reception but remained mum un- 
; til asked why. Satirist answered: 
| ‘I was waiting for a quiz ques- 
tion, so I could win some money.’ 
| After the program Kaufman 
was tendered a check for $150 
for ‘exp-nses’ which he refused, 
Saying he thought he could taxi 
to the: Lyceum theatre for less. 
House has his and Moss Hart’s 
| “George Washington Slept Here.’ 
j To further plug the show 
| Kaufman went on CBS with Col. 
| Stoopnagle Sunday (1), mak- 
ing frequent mention of the 
‘George Washington’ show. Au- 
thor was egged on by the press 
department. 


and Helen Jepson will be guest solo- | 


ists for the show. 

Visual audience will be charged 
/an admission scaling to $6, proceeds 
‘of which wll go to pay off the deficit 
of the Pittsburgh symph. 
will be a studio show to follow the 
broadcast. Westinghouse is bank- 
rolling the entire’ works. 


A June Battle 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Who's who in the June Knight 
club will be decided by superior 
court, where a $25,000 damage suit 
has been filed by June Cameron, 
actress, against June Packard, ac- 
tress, for the right to use the pro- 
fessional name, ‘June Knight.’ 

In addition to damages, Miss 
Cameron asks an injunction to re- 
{strain Miss Packard from using the 
Knight appellation. 





Tom Moore, who has been working 
on Black Horse Ale copy and general 
contacts in Montreal, back in New 
York office of J. Walter Thompson. 


There | 








TUCKER-BAKER 


Stack-Goble agency had added still , 
It’s Orrin | 
problems would await solution of 


another band to its list. 
Tucker plus Bonnie Baker for Yeast- 
foam (Consolidated Chemical Co.) 
Time contract calls for Sunday 5:30- 
6 p.m. on the NBC blue. Series will 
start either Jan. 5 ur 12. 

Same agency also 
Heidt, Tommy Dorsey 
Tucker for Tums and 
Howe). 


Hike for WISN, Milw’kee 
WISN, Milwaukee, has obtained a 
permit for 5,000 watts 
day and night on 1120 k.c. 
It now operates at 1,000 watts days 
and 250 watts at night. 


has Horace 
and Tommy 
N-r. (Lewis- 


construction 


ON NBC BLUE 


Press—Still Same Number of Employees as Be- 


fore FCC Crackdown 





By HOBE MORRISON 

Regardless of whether the National 
| Television Systems Committee is- 
_ sues a go-ahead in its report due 
i next month, the primary problem in 
television is still a technical rather 
; than a programming one. 


NBC vice-president and general man- 
lager, and A. H. Morton, vice-presi- 


|dent in charge of television, in a 
|press conference - luncheon last 
| Thursday (28) at the Waldorf-As- 


toria, N. Y. 

Asserting that NBC is 
about $500,000 a vear on 
research and that its number of em- 
ployees working on television is as 
large as before the FCC handed 
down its decision some months ago 
holding up commercial 
|Mullen announced that the company 
will begin testing theatre television 
with a 9-by-12 screen within four 
weeks. New Yorker theatre, in 53d 


spending 


used for the tests and an enlarged 

screen 15-by-20 feet may soon be 

used, the network exec asserted. 
Explaining that the programming 


many remaining technical difficulties, 
the two NEC officials listed the mat- 
ter of FM broadcasting in conjunction 
with visio, use of color, synchroniza- 
tion and various other points for ex- 
perimenting. It was stated that NBC 
is definitely planning on a television 
network, New York, 
phia and Washington as the 
points, to make 
wider distribution of overhead for 
the more expensive medium. Coax- 
ial cable already connects New York 


with 


so as possible a 


and Philly, but will have to be ex- 
tended to Washington. Sites in the 
two other cities will have to be 


That view | 
| was expressed by Frank E. Mullen, | 


television | 


television, | 


street near Broadway, N. Y., will be! 


chosen and transmitters constructed, 
it was added. 

| Question of the possible effect of 
the international situation on tele- 
vision came in for extensive discus- 
sion by Mullen and Morton. It was 
pointed out that with radio expected 
to play a vital part in any national 
emergency in the U. S., it would be 
out of the question to launch a new 
jindustry such as television if a war 
crisis were to develop. On the other 
hand, it was explained, all new in- 
dustries, television included. would 
help take up the slack in the in- 
evitable post-war economic and pro- 
duction letdown. 

Morton estimated that there are 
some 4.000 television receivers in the 
New York area, basing his figure on 
the assumption that NBC’s mailing 
|list covers about 75% of the total. 
Predicting that when NBC resumes 
resular television transmission _ it 
, will be on a schedule of about three 
|to five hours a day, Morton indi- 
|eated his belief that programs for 
,the most part would tend to be in 
| the general nature of spot news cov- 
erage and the like. 
| Speculating on the future of com- 
|mercial television. Morton predicted 
| that such establishments as depart- 
ment stores, which have always de- 
pended on visual appeal in mer- 
|chandising and advertising. might 
|find the new medium profitable. He 
'said he believes that various kinds 
of sponsors ‘will go for it.’ 





MBS’ Grand Junction 


Station KXFJ, Grand Junctien, 
Col., joined the Mutual network ef- 
fective Sunday (1). It has 250 watts 
power and airs on 1200 kc. 

Brings the number of Mutual af- 
filiates to 163. 


Philade}l- | 
first key | 





WBT 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. 





0,000 WATTS 


« 


CBS 


For more information bout ¥ BT, one of the sixtec 


—2 


Blanketing sixty-five 
counties—one of the 
Southeast's top markets 


‘2 CBS 50.000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, San Francisco, Los Angeles 


COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR THE CAROLINAS 
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Spartanburg, S. C.—Hillis Bell, 

ormerly with KHBG, Okmulgee, 
kla.; KOME, Tulsa, and other sta- 
tions, has joined WSPA-WORD com- 
mercial department here. 


Montreal. — Jimmy Godbehere, 
galesman of CFCF, Montreal, has 
joined ‘he Royal Canadian Air 
Force. 


tin, announcer and script writer at 
WGY, since March, 1938, joins WIS, 
Columbus, S. C. 


San Francisco—Lee McLendon, 
formerly of KFUL, KLUF, KTBS, 
KWKH and KOIL has joined KROW 
roduction§ staff, replacing John 
oore. 


Fort Worth—Tom Hudson formerly 
chief announcer for the Texas State 
Network here has left to join staff of 
WMCA, New York. 


Kansas City—James Monroe is 
head of the news bureau of station 
KOMO. Monroe joined the staff as 
announcer early last summer, and 
reviously was connected with 
CKN, Kansas City, Kansas. 


Chicago—Ed Roach joins the local 
gales staff of WBBM. For four years 
he was radio director of the Chi- 
cago office of the Bozell & Jacobs 
agency. 


Gastonia, N. C.—Pat McSwain, 
formerly with Wilby-Kincey theatres 
in North and South Carolina, has 


anager. 


joined the staff of WSIX as news- 
easter, replacing James McMurray, 
who has gone to Jacksonville, Fla., 
as commentator for WMBR. Round 
was formerly connected with WSM 
as a dramatic artist. 


Lynchburg, Va.—Homer Kornman 
has joined staff of WSLS, Roanoke, 
as an engineer. 





Salt Lake City—Socs N. Vratis, 
recently national advertising man- 
ager for the Intermountain network, 
moves across the street to KUTA 
where he will take over duties 2s ac- 
@ount executive. 


Findlay, O.—A. J. Odgers, opera- 
tor in charge of WPGG of the Ohio 
Highway Patrol, will be a radio en- 
gineer at WENA, Detroit, which be- 
gins operations about Dec. 1. 
Toledo.—Frank McIntosh, former 
gales manager for Western Electric 
in San Francisco, is coming to Toledo 
as assistant to George Storer and J. 
Harold Ryan, president and vice 
president, respectively, of the Fort 
Industry Co., radio station operators. 








tion moved up Peter Krug, 


Schenectady, N. ¥.—Tommy Mar- | 


— WGNC, Gastonia, N. C., as’ 


Nashville—William Round, Jr., has the sales departr‘ant of 


chief an- 


HH SHHF+HSOOO 


Payroll Traftic : 


a. - = - aii 


tnouncer, into charge of production 
and copy departments and _ hired 
back Ed Wegman from WBEN as 
head spieler. 





| 

San Antonio—Jerry Pecht, for- 

merly with WBAL, Baltimore, now 
program director of KABC here. 

Russel De Bees, of Dallas, will 
take over a microphone shift. 
mer production manager and chief 
announcer here for KROD, has re- 
signed to join the announcing staff 
|at KOA, Denver. 

Fort Worth—John Hopkins, Texas 
State Network announcer, called to 
active duty with the Headquarters 
Company, 144th Infantry, United 
States Army and reported for duty 
ion Friday 22. 


San Francisco.—J. E. Morgan, until 
recently production manager of 
KSFO, is new head of the radio de- 

| partment at the Samuel Gompers 
Trade School here. Giving instruc- 
tion in FM, usine the school’s new 
FM transmitter, KALW, as exhibit A. 


Birmingham.—I atest addition to 
| WAPI announcing staff is Bob Mann, 
specialist in sports and _ college 
events. 


| Mel Venter has been named new 
production manager of KFRC. Jim 
McCardle has-been appointed chief 
|engineer replacing Ernest Under- 
wood, naval reservist called to active 
duty in Washington, D.C, 
eee 

New York—M: |;rie Souders, for- 
merly with Mcf‘2:n-Erickson, and 
| Jameson Campa im, previously in 
Yardley & 

Compton 
ial writers 


WGN’s Lecture Bookings 


Co., have joized ‘the 
agency as radio comirsrc 


hicago, Dec. 3. 
Since its ince» a few months 
ago the WGN Talert Division headed 
by Noel Gerson has jumped from a 


list of zero to some 100 jerformers, 
spielers and ente*t 
On the list line 


iners. 


Toa Wy 
” t 


Gerson «are 


Bob Elson, Virg Clark, Elmer 
Layden, Capt. bk. ©. C. Herne, Mrs. 
Ruth DeYoung Kohler, Quin Ryan, 
tarry Stuhldreher, Arch Ward, 
Eleanor Nangle, Rea Seeger, Bob 
Becker, Cecil Smith, Clifton Utley, 


Mc- 


Margaret Ayer Barnes, Harley 
last two be- 


Nair and Maude Sly, the 
ing famed in tiie scientific 
cal lecture worid 

WGN Talent Division 
booking lecture dates for 
ple, 


and medi- 
| has 
these 
particular! sportscaster Bob 
Elson, for whom the WGN bureau 
} . 20) 


been 


1as been getting 


gettin as many Aa 


Ha 


the mid- 


peaking engagements a month 
had Elson jumping 
Sot of 


small to b 1 the map. 


all over 


west, with the towns even 


too 


the affair and 


El Paso, Texas—David Vaile, for- | 


peo- | 


included radio credits. | 


Murry Brophy Resting 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
Ill health has forced Murry Brophy 
to quit his post as exec vice prez and 








| general manager of Columbia Man- | 


agement of California. Duties will 
be taken over by 
burgh, CBS coast head. Brophy head- 
ed the outfit here for year and a half, 
| succeeding Art Rush. 

Several weeks ago Brophy took a 
header down the stalrs in the Man- 
agement building and spent some 
time in a hospital. He will pass sev- 
eral months on a ranch in Arizona. 





| 


CBS GESTURE 
TO CLO. PREZ 
PLEASES 


Atlantic City, Dec. 3. 





Donald Thorn- | 


! 


_— 


Lee Bristol Is Interviewed 


(Rarest of radio phenomena is the radio sponsor who will publicly dis- 
cuss radio program. They lock the doors and put sealing wax in the key- 
holes ordinarily. It’s not so much that they’re afraid of newspapermen. 
It's other business men that radio sponsors don’t trust. Because it is fairly 





| unique VARIETY reprints herewith the text of Graham McNamee interview- 


viewing Lee Bristol on Mort Lewis’ ‘Behind the News’ over NBC, Sunday 
(1). 


Graham McNamee 


No program could pretend to give you the behind the mike picture of 
radio without devoting some attention to the man who pays and pays and 
pays for the radio program you listen to—the sponsor, Heaven bless him 


So this afternoon we have as our guest, a real live sponsor. His outiit 


| sponsors the ‘Mr. District Attorney’ program among others. He is going to 


Leaders of the Congress of Indus- | 


|trial Organizations which closed its | 


convention here last week were 
| gratified at the action of the Colum- 
| bia Broadcasting System in granting 
‘its new president, Philip Murray. 
| free time on a coast-to-coast hookup 
|for his inaugural address the same 
|night he was elected. Whether the 
| offer came because of John L. Lewis’ 


| blast against radio’s ‘unfair dis- 
|ecrimination against labor’ was not 
| known here. But at any rate CIO 


| officials believe that at last radio ha 


/oegun to realize the importance of 


the labor movement. 

The hookup, which included 78 
stations, was arranged by Joseph 
Miller, labor representative of 


tell us just how and why the sponsors buy the programs you listen to. 
Introducing the vice-president in charge of advertising of the Bristo}- 
Meyers Company, a regular fellah, a swell guy and a grand talker—Lee 
Bristol. .. . Lee, after that build-up, the least you can do is buy our pro- 
grams—but we'll skip that. Seriously, what does a sponsor look for in 
buying a program, 
Lee Bristol 
Graham, he buys a program for two purposes and they go hand in hand; 
to put his sales message across and sell his product and to please the pub- 
lic—because if he doesn't please the public he'll never sell his product, 
Graham McNamee 
In other words, he can't buy a program just to please himself? 
Lee Bristol 
He certainly can’t. He's got to look at the whole thing from the public's 
viewpoint, 
Graham McNamee 
Exactly how do you go about buying a show. 
Lee Bristol 
Well, the first thing we do is to see what progranis are available. We 
know what programs are available for resale, that is, programs which 
have been sponsored and are of proven popularity but which now can be 
bought. We also consider yew programs which are being offered for sale 
by the networks and by private radio producers, and by our advertising 
agency, 
Graham McNamee 
Once you have a list of the programs you can buy what else do you 


i have to consider? 


the | 


National Association of Broadcasters | 


and originated from WBAB, Atlantic 


City. Murray’s speech was aired 9:45 
to 10 p.m. on a 15-minute period 
sliced from a Kay Kyser sustainer 


| Miller pointed out that cutting 
into the Kyser program the broad- 
casters had built up a 
audience before Murray 
speak, 

It is the first time in radio history 
that a labor leader has been granted 
free time on a network on the valu- 
able period preceding 10 
cording to Miller. 

Lewis’ attack 


by 


tremendous 
started to 


p.m., 


ac- 


on the broadcasters 
was hung on the N.A.B. Code can- 
cellation of a CIO broadcast by KYA 
San Francisco. He urged that tne 
Federal Communications law be 


amended to prevent such ‘di 
tion.’ 


ecrimina- 


Summer Quarton’s Gala 


| Event for Daughter 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 3 

Sumner Quarton, general manager 

of WMT, made the marriage of his 


| +} AT ‘7 > +¢ 
iter, Elizabet Jov. 23 the 


lecal social event of the ason He 
1 a reception at the Ceder Rap- 
Country Club for 600 persons 


Jim Cochran, script writer and a —— - | See ~~ — an a 
assistant on production at WSPD, | KGKO’s Draftee Salute | 2 reputed cost of $800 to furnish the 
Toledo, has left to take a nine| Fert Worth, Dec. 3 pomccagy oer enhpernee spa on his 
months’ training course under an KGKO here heid a_ going-awa} Me y to a nite tand in Milwau- 
Army flying cadet scholarship, re- | party for 56 al draftees recently oe * , 
porting at Parks Air College, East St. with a hali-hour broadcast direct she groom was William Sandoe 
Louis, Ill. from this city’s busiest street inter- Jordan, a local lawyer. 

" section. Frank Mills, KGKO chief : ; 

Buffalo — Roy Black, of WEBR announcer, handled the show and in- 2 . . 
copy staff, is away training as re- | terviewed th 1on-to-be soldiers. Hay San Diego Station 
serve with U. S. S. Tuscaloosa. Sta- Local pre made much ado over 





Washington, Dec. 3 
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| Hugh Feeley at KEPY 
Spokane, Dec. 3. 

Hugh M. Feeley, formerly with 
Free & Peters, in Chicago, and mort 
recently in his own radio representa- 
tive business in Seatile, representing 
Mutual stations in the Pacific Noith- 
west, is now ith KFPY 
staff in Spokane. 

Lowell S. Hawley, who formerly 
headed the KFPY continuity depart- 
ment, has gone to Los Angeles to jcin 
staff of Art Baker, producer. 

Hal Thomas, who has been affiliat- 
ed with numerous stations in the 
Northwest,. including KPQ, Wenat- 
chee, and KGIR, Butte, Montana, has 
been added to the announcing staff of 


KFPY. : 


commercial 











Lee Bristol 


Well, Graham, you have to consider the time available on the networks, 
because that would influence the type of show you'd have. The hour at 


. which people tune in influences the type of entertainment they’re willing 


and | 


| 


to hear—daytime serials, spot news, comedy shows, dance bands or what 
have you. 
Graham McNamee 

Well, let’s say that any time is available to you. What do you consider 

next? 
Lee Bristol 

Well, there are two types of program that you might decide upon—one 
is the program with a close connection between the show and the product 
by which I mean that the Encyclopedia Britannica might sponsor a pio- 
gram such as ‘Information Please’ or if you had an airplane for popular 
consumption you might sponsor a program about airplane pioneers, This is 
so that when people thought of the title of your program they would think 
of your product. But on the other hand, Graham, you might have a pro- 
gram of entirely loose construction, which can fit any product and which 
you might use if you’re advertising two disimilar products on the same 
show. 

Graham McNamee 

Is there any way to guarantee that the program you buy will be a popu- 

lar one? 
Lee Bristol 

if the star of your show or tl 
you pretty 
You also have to cor 


No. Of course, W 1e program itself is an es- 
good idea that what buy will 


i 
ypular trends and you follow 


tablished one then 


et with favor. 


have a you 


iside! pt 


those trends as much as possible. By which I mean, Graham, that if quiz 
shows are the ‘trend, you might buy a quiz show. And if people are 
howing a marked preference for dramatic shows you might buy one of 
those 
Graham McNamee 
Yoes your organization buy only established talent? 
Lee Bristol 
No, Graham. We might buy a 


program on 
a local sensation because we 
question of price must always be 


gram for le 


some small station which is 
conld get it for little money and the 
If a 
and he thinks the program 
chance even though the prograr 


making 


considered ponsor can buy a pro- 
will do a iob, he'll 


1 has not been tried 


ss money, 
times take a 
on a big network. 


food 
Ome yut 


Graham McNamee 
How do you buy a program that has never appeared on the radio, but 
has just been put together on the chance that you'll buy it? 
Lee Bristol 
In a case like that, if we like the show and by ‘we,’ I 
charge of buying radio programs for Bristo!-Meyer 


we try ito on a 
typical audience which might be made up 6f our employees to see if the) 
like it. If they do like it, we might give the program a trial by putting it 
yn a large lecal station to see how it goes If it click we n it fo 
a network 

Graham McNamee 
Well, all I can say, Lee, is that if you're looking for a darn good radio 


program, for one of your products, I heard a terrific one last Sunday, 
called ‘Behind the Mike’, Have you ever heard it? 


Lee Bristol 
No, 


(We Boos! 
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~ FM-Men See Fly, Then Memo Him 





Discussion Put Into Form of General Outline— 
Becomes Public Document 





~ 


he following is a copy of letter 
rm by Mohn Shepard, 3rd to James 


jepevate after January Ist on a regu- 
|\lar commercial basis. We feel that 


L. Fly, Chairman of the Federal) such action on the part of the Com- 


Commission 


. nications 
ns reprinted by Fly’s 


Nov. 27. It is 
permission.) 


My dear Mr. Chairman: 

‘At the conclusion of our confer- 
ence today, Mr. Jett suggested that 
we address this memorandum to 
you, outlining in a general way, the 
subjects which were considered. Be- 
fore proceeding to*do so, I want to 
express the thanks of FM Broadcast- 
ers, Incorporated, as well as my per- 
sonal thanks for the _ courtesies 
which were shown us by yourself, 
Mr. Jett and Mr. Gross, and for the 
interest which you indicated in our 
problems. 

The suggestions which were dis- 
cussed were, as you know, based on 
various factors which members of 
the Board of Directors of FM Broad- 
casters, Incorporated, felt were hav- 
ing a tendency to slow up the filing 
of applications for FM stations, and, 
of ‘course, our purpose in bringing 
them to your attention was to make 
suggestions toward speeding up the 
whole situation. 

1. The first suggestions which we 
presented related to changing over 
the present experimental FM_ sta- 
tions to their new frequency assign- 
ments, assigning to them permanent 


_call letters, and permitting them to 
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on| mission would prevent curtailment | fidelity, except at excessive cost. 























of existing FM service during the 


Slightly Tired 





Buffalo, Dec. 3. 

Belated gag going local rounds 
concerns announcer who signed 
up for draft. 

“Where do you work,’ he was 
asked. 

‘WBEN,’ replied he. 

“How do you spell it?’ was next 
query. 











5. We next discussed the notice 





Delicate Protocol Again Involves 
NBC's Diplomats’ Kids Show 





Washington, Dec. 3. 
Annual problem in protocol—be- 
/coming increasingly difficult as the 
war abroad expands itself—is being 
| faced once more by NBC, with prep- 


| 
| 
| 


period required for completing con- | to manufacturers of high-frequency |arations for its 9th Annual Iater- 


struction in accordance with the new 
;construction permits. In making 
| this suggestion, we do not want to 
| be understood as indicating in any 
| way that our group is encouraging 
' delay. 
‘group are directed towards encour- 


/aging the rapid and sound develop- | station, 


iment of FM broadcasting. 


All of the efforts of the FM | 


| broadcasting equipment dated Nov. 
|23, in regard to an informal en- 
| gineering conference to be held Dec. 
| 9. In this notice # states: ‘High- 
| frequency broadcast stations are re- 
quired to submit proof of audio per- 
| formance during tests as a complete 
before a license will be 
issued by the Commission.’ We sug- 


2. The second subject which we | sested that to require this proof be- 
discussed dealt with the question of | fore a license is issued will greatly 


permitting new FM stations to com- 
'mence operation on a regular com- 


i the issuing of licenses, and 
|inasmuch as the Commission is giv- 


(mercial basis without requiring, at |ing licensees of FM stations one 


ithe beginning, that the 
service area be covered. 


ultimate 
j}ample, we explained that it was the 
| feeling of our group that, if the 
|Commission were to authorize the 
|construction and operation of 
smaller stations than those contem- 
| plated by the regulations in a given 
larea, construction would be expe- 


| dited in many areas, and a very sub- | 


stantial portion of the ultimate area 
would benefit from service which 
otherwise might be long delayed. 
In making this suggestion, we were 
not criticizing the Commission’s re- 
gulations with respect to service 
areas, but rather, suggesting that in 
some cases the service areas be made 
the ultimate, rather than the present 
‘or immediate objective. 





year to submit the results of field 


For ex- | surveys, we suggest that permittees 


| be given the same length of time to 
| submit their proof of audio perform- 
ance. This matter was further dis- 
| cussed with Mr. Jett and Mr. Gross, 
| who pointed out that this matter 

| at the 


| would receive consideration 
i time of the Dee. 9 conference, 

6. With respect to the assignment 
of special call signs for FM stations 
embodying numerical reference to 
specific channels, Mr. Jett and Mr. 
Gross explained that the number of 
appropriate four-letter call signs is 
definitely limited, and this limitation 
is increasing with thc growing re- 
quirements of ship licensing. “This, 
it was explained, was due to the fact 
that ship licensing takes priority 





3. The third matter which we dis- | over all other licensing in the matter 


cussed related to the necessity for |of four-letter call signs. 
| filing a large volume of technical | cussed this matter at some length, | 
| data which, in many cases, serves no | and it is still 


'very useful purpose in the Commis- 
'sion’s consideration of FM applica- 
|tions. It was our suggestion that the 
Commission dispense with the neces- 
sity for supplying this great volume 


of technical data at the time of the | 
filing of the application, and that the | 


Commission proceed with the con- 
sideration of the financial, legal, and 
| public service qualifications of the 
|applicant, and, in cases where ap- 
plicants are found to be 
fied to construct and 
| stations, that the Commission grant 


| Mr. 


quali- | 
operate FM | 


|such applications subject to con- | 
|ditions under which they would 
|be required to supply a com- 


| pletely detailed engineering plan 
| which would meet with the approval 
of the Commission. We recognize 
that this is a departure from the cus- 
'tom which has heretofore been fol- 
llowed at the Commission in connec- 
\tion with its consideration of ampli- 


'tude applications, but some recogni- | 


ltion of this plan has been given by 
| the Commission in its recent actions 
upon FM applications. We feel that 
| this would stimulate interest in FM 
|applications among smaller invest- 
lors, and at the same time would not 
} require the outlay of large sums for 
ithe preparation of technical data 
|which may become useless in the 
‘light of a grant with revised cover- 
|age area, or would become a totally 
|useless expense if the 
| were denied. 

| 4. The next suggestion made was 
that provision be made for control 
| stations to feed programs from 
|studio to FM transmitter, and from 
|FM transmitter to FM transmitter. 
|This was discussed further with Mr. 
| Jett and Mr. Gross after you found 
it necessary to leave. Mr. Jett and 
|Mr. Gross pointed out the allocation 
| difficulties which were involved, and 
we are studying the question with 


a view to making further sugges- 
tions. In the meantime, we request 
permission to use the present bands 


above 100 megacycles assigned to 
|relay stations for this purpose, in 


lorder to expedite development of 


|FM broadcasting, and improved 
|service to the public. In this con- 
‘nection, we explained to Mr. Jett 


|/and Mr. Gross the difficulties which 
|have been encountered in several 
|instances due to the non-availability 
‘of telephone lines of an adequate 
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applications | 


We dis- 


| letter call signs for FM stations are 
| preferable to call signs embodying 
numerals, because of the fainiliarity 
and acceptability to the 
public. 

In the light of existing conditions 
as explained to us by Mr. Jett and 
Gross, however, we made the 
following alternate suggestion: 

That the calls be, for example, 
W55F, K33C, etc. In other words, 
the second letter should be at the 
end of the call and after the numer- 
als. It was felt that this would 
sound better and be a more easily 
|remembered call. -It was also re- 
quested that instead of assigning as 
the second letter ‘A’ to the first sta- 
| tion on each frequency, the stations 
|be allowed to request any second 
letter available. The first letter and 
the numerals, of course, would be 
j} automatic. This would not put on 
| the air at the start such a large num- 
ber of stations all ending in the 
same letter, and would be a means 
|of establishing, in many cases, an 
identity where the letter might have 
|a certain significance tieing it up 
with the station ownership or the 
locality. 


WMC Helps Recondition 
| Radio for Hospitals 


Memphis, Dec. 3. 


listening 





| Midsouth Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion has tied up with WMC in a 
movement to. distribute recondi- 
|tioned radio sets among hospitals, 
|charitable institutions and private 
; Shut-ins. Station asks for the 
‘worthless’ sets over the air, and the 
members of the association repaii 
them. They will be distributed be- 


fore Christmas, 

Parts are being supplied through 
an arrangement worked out between 
WMC and the local RCA distril l'o 
date over 200 sets have alrea 
picked up. Memphis Light, Gas and 
Water Division has provided space 
for the repair work and storing of 
sets. 


peen 


Farnsworth Biz Boomish 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 3. 
Sales increase of 48.5% for the first 
|half of its fiscal year was reported 
|recently by the Farnsworth Tele- 
'vision & Radio Corp., Fort Wayne, 
|Ind., through its president, E. A. 
| Nicholas. Sales for the six months 
'ended Oct. 31 were $2,234,783, as 





| compared with $1,211,220 for the cor- | 


| responding period of last year. Un- 


filled orders total $2,500,000, an in- | 


crease of more than 300% over the 
same time a year ago. 


Firm has received contracts for the 


production of special radiio equip- | 


|ment for the Civil Aeronautics Board 
land the U. S. Signal Corps., and has 
| negotiations under way for additional 
| contracts in connection with the Na- 
ticnal Defense program. 


ur opinion that four- | 


national Children’s Christmas Party. 


With arrangements for the color- 
| ful broadcast still in an embryonic 
| stage, station representatives of 
|WRC-WMAL are scratching their 
j}heads over whether moppets from 
the German and Russian Embassies 
| Shall be invited to participate in the 
‘round-the-world’ broadcast. This 
embarrassing dilemma was averted 
jlast year because there were no 
|children living at either Embassy. 
This year, however, the son and 
|daughter of Wilhelm Tannenberg, 
| First Secretary of the German Em- 
| bassy, must be considered, together 
| with the son of Ambassador Ouman- 
| sky, who recently took over the So- 
| viet Embassy. 

Considerable tongue-clucking was 
heard last year, when youngsters 
representing various lands involved 
in the European war were brought 
together on a single stage to broad- 
cast Christmas greetings in their na- 
tive languages. Many of the kids 
who then were looked upon with 
suspicion by a pro-Finland, pro- 





Ally audience now are definitely 
identified with the totalitarian 
powers. 


While not all of the invitations 


have gone out and few answers have 
jyet been received, NBC party-giv- 
‘ers already are feeling a bit jittery 
over a prompt acceptance from the 
|Italian Embassy. Moppets who have 
been present on other occasions and 
| who are expected to accept this vear 
include young sons and daughters 
'of high diplomatic officials from the 
following countries: 

| Canada, Australia, Czcheckoslo- 
\vakia, Denmark, Egypt. Finland, 
| France, Ireland, Italy, Japan. China, 
|The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Spain, Switzerland, Thailand ‘Siam), 
,and Union of South Africa. 

| Large delegation of 
‘from the 21 American republics is 
|expected, plus children from Euro- 
/ pean nations which, so far, are stay- 
ing fairly remote from the fracas. 
The United States will be repre- 
;sented by Martha Josephine Black, 
|7-year-old daughter of Supreme 
,Court Justice Hugo L. Black. 

| 


| —_——______ 


'WCAU Band Leads Parade 


Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 

WCAU sna&ged loads of free pub- 
licity when the studio band. led by 
Joey Kearns, accompanied the col- 
‘umn of first draftees in a parade 
| through mid-city en route to the 
Liberty Bell, where they were sworn 
‘in last Monday (25). 
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SALES in 


SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


| 


in Los Angeles. 


Here's what happened 


Sales in San Diego up 


Forty more 


. 2 2 © 





| 





In a Nutshell... 


KNX DOUBLED 


PLANTERS PEANUT 


in only nine months! 


I didn’t take Planters long to 
find out why KNX is “first buy” 


Nine months ago adagent 
Raymond Morgan created “What's 
On Your Mind?” a smart half-hour 

program. He placed it on KNX once 


weekly for Planters Peanuts. 


Sales in Southern California up 97%. 


An entire warehouse stock sold out. 


= ) 
earicaus of } an 


rule hounds can figure out how many nuts that is!) 


are now rolling Westward to relieve the shortage. 
P.S. The program is now on the 
Columbia Pacific Network! 


What have you to sell? 


— LOS ANGELES 


COLUMBLIA’S STATION FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Represented by RADIO SALES in New York, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, San Francisco 
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Camacho Induction Keynotes New 
Radio Collaboration in Mexico; 


Royal, Sevareid, Allen Present 


+ 
By DOUGLAS L. GRAHAME 


Jerry Lester Ringmasters 


Mexico City, Dec. 3. 


Radio got going on a big scale in| 
advancing the U.S. and Latin Amer- | 
ican get together program with the} 
big hook-up broadcast of the inaugu- | 
ration of Gen. Manuel Avila Camacho | 


as President of Mexico (1). This was 
the first hookup of all the principal 
U. S. and Latin American stations 
for the coverage of any individual 
event in Mexico. It enabled millions 
‘to hear on-the-ground accounts in 
both English and Spanish, direct 
from the congressional chamber 
here. 

This air coverage was an example 
of the new coordination between 
U. S. and Mexican and other Span- 
ish-American radio stations. Radio- 
men here see it as initiating bigger 
and better things in ether and other 
relations between the Nordic and 
Latin Americans. 

The inaugural was reported here 
by top American and Mexican news- 
casters. Eric Sevareid, veteran FEu- 
ropean commentator, worked for 
CBC. Bob Allen covered for NBC, 
while Jack Starr-Hunt, local foreign 
correspendent, aired the storv for 
Mutual. John F. Royal, NBC v.p., 
was here for the inaugural. 


Local station XEW (100.900 watts) | 
its sister station, XEQ | 
(50.000 watts), both owned and op- | 


which with 


erated by the Azcarraga syndicate 
are in the vanguard of radio in Mex- 
ico, cooperated in the handling of all 
the English transmissions that NBC 
broadcast. 

GE had direct charge of the Span- 
fish transmissions, spoken by Alonso 
Sordo Noriega, star Mexican an- 
nouncer. Noriega talked by direct 
telephone from the congress cham- 
ber to San Francisco. His voice was 
transmitted from here by GE to 
Central and South American stations. 


Town Hall Luncheon With 
Wells on WOR, WQXR 


Stations WOR and WQXR, New 
York, will broadcast the luncheon 
given at the Astor hotel, N. Y., to- 





day (Wednesday) by Town Hall for | 


H. G. Wells. Besides the English 
novelist, the speakers will include 
Anne O’Hare McCormick, Maurice 


Hindus and Kingman Brewster, Jr., 
editor of the Yale News. Subject 
will be ‘Will Freedom Prevail?’ 
Luncheon is being given by the 
board of trustees of Town Hall, N. Y 


Johnny O’Hara, sportscaster at | 
KWK, St. Louis, signed another con- 
tract and celebrated by departing on 
a Carribean cruise. 
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MARTINS 


| HUGH—PH YLLIS—J0-JEAN—RALPH 


Featured on 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE” | 


CBS—WEDNESDAYS | 
9 to 10 P.M., EST 

| Vocal Arrangements and Direction 

By HUGH MARTIN 

} Personal Management: FRED STEELE 

9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 

Suite 604 COlumbus 








Army Camp Unit For 
Lucky Strike Touring 





Jerry Lester will m.c. the show 
which Lucky Strike (American To- 
bacco) plans to tour around the sol- 
diers camps, and cut in for a cou- 
ple numbers on its Saturday night 
Hit Parade (CBS). Lord & Thomas 
denies the report that this same 
show might in the event of a break 
between the networks and ASCAP 
Dec. 31 become the placement for 
the Hit Parade itself. 

Touring setup will comprise also 
of a name dance band playing the 
particular area at the time and two 
or three acts. The bands will all be 
booked out of the offices of the Mu- 
sic Corp. of America. Session at) 
the camp will consist of about an 
hour of presentation entertainment 
and an hour or two of straight dance 
music. 


GREECE STATION UP 
TO 75,000 WATTS 








Those Mexican Names 


Even Mexican radio an- 
nouncers have difficulty in cor- 
rectly pronouncing some Mexi- 
can names. None of them agree, 
for instance, on the pronuncia- 
tion of “Tequesquitengo,’ dulcet 
ancient Indian name for the 
lagoon where Maria Rivera, the 
looker who is Mexico’s champ 
girl long distance swimmer, 
practiced before going to the 
U. S. in quest of fresh laurels. 

Stations are getting plenty 
kidding from fans. But no two 
of the guyers who phone the 
studios pronounce “Tequesqul- 


| 
| 
| Mexico City Dec. 3. 





tengo’ the same way. 








New Stress In 


Canada Upon 
Shortwaving 


Montreal, Dec. 3. 
Parliament is again being urged 





| to vote funds for the construction of 


a 50 kilowatt shortwave transmitter 
in Canada as a means of counteract- 
ing Nazi radio propaganda. Last 
week saw members ef the House of 
Commons advocating immediate 
building of the shortwave station to 
supplement the services of the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp. 

The CBC is already building a 7% 
kilowatt shortwave station at Ver- 
cheres, Quebec, which is scheduled 
to begin operations next month. 








Washington, Dec. 3. 

Boost from 15 to 75 kw for the 
radio-broadcasting station at Athens, | 
Greece, was reported Monday by the 
office of the American Commercial | 
Attache at the Greek capital. 

New buildings have been con- 
structed at the proposed site, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce was | 
informed, but the entire installation 
will not be ready until approxi- 
mately March, 1941. The frequency 
used by the Greek transmitter ‘will 
remain unchanged at 601 kilocycles,’ 
the Commerce Department was in- 


| formed. 


No indication was given in the 
official dispatch as to whether hos- 
tilities with the Italians had begun. 





R. V. Howard, KSFO San Fran- 
cisco engineering chief, goes to 


Main purpose of this station, how- 


ever, is to reach outlying French- 
language areas in this province 


| which are not now serviced by exist- 


ing CBC stations. 
The 7% kw. transmitter, from ac- 


| counts, will be able to reach Europe 
| only under favorable metereological 


conditions. Listeners in the U. S. A., 
Central America and the West Indies 
will be reached almost under any 
conditions. It was originally planned 
to gradually increase power of this 
station in due course but Parlia- 
mentary opinion is now veering to- 
wards view that a new 50 kilowatt 


transmitter will be necessary when | 


it is time to embark upon complete 
international coverage. 


Eldon Campbell, special events di- 
rector for WOWO-WGL, Fort Wayne, 


NAB 15th district engineering com-j| has returned to work following an 


mittee, 


| 


| appendectomy. 





How News ls Organized, Dispensed 


Qn Canadian Radio in New Plan 





Montreal, Dee. 3. 
of Governors of the Ca- 


3oard 


(28) 


broadcasting on government stations 
in the Dominion. Private stations 
may, until further notice, continue 
using Transradio News. 

Under the new setup for the CBC, 
the government radio net will have 
the entire news-gathering organiza- 
tion of the Canadian Press and BUP 
at its disposal effective Jan. 1. CBC 





_——_———_— 





5-2142 | 


will have its own staff of news edi- 
tors and rewrite men to handle Ca- 





nadian Broadcasting Corp. Thursday 
announced ratification of new | 


arrangements with Canadian Press | 
and British United Press for news | 














gb 


choose between 
of raising other 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


- STARRING 
BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
love and the career 


Use ~ 


women’s children. 








WABC-CBS—4:30-4:45 A.M., EST 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


|nadian Press copy in Toronto, Mont- 
|real, Vancouver, Winnipeg and Hali- 

ax. Dan MacArthur, Toronto, is 
slated as editor-in-chief. 

Canadian Press and BUP, from ac- 
counts, are providing this news serv- 
ice to the Government free of 
charge. But CP news cannot be 
| sponsored on either CBC stations or 
other stations asking to use the same 


|service. Canadian Press formerly 


received $20,000 a year from the 
Government. 
No credit will hereafter be given 


to Canadian Press for newscasts. 
The bulletins will be billed as CBC 


News Service and will be 


main- 
tained on a sustaining basis only. 
No news agency, or newspaper can 


be credited as a news source, under 


this arrangement, and direct or in- | 
direct sponsorship of any kind is 
taboo. 


Free Upon Request 

The CBC News Bulletins wil! be 
issued over nine CBC stations and 
25 privately-owned stations. 
CBC network-affiliated, 
owned stations may receive the 
service free of charge. Private sta- 
tions not tied in with the CBC may 
also obtain the service free upon re- 
quest except that they must under- 
take to pay line charges, and with 
the strict understanding that these 
newscasts cannot be sponsored. 

The CBC has also undertaken to 
ban the broadcast of news taken 
from any daily newspaper in Canada 


privately- 


on any station in the Dominion. 
Understanding is that CBC News 
Bulletins will be prepared from 
British United as well as Canadian 
Press services, with the CBC retain- 
ing privilege of using any other 
ources that may be found useful. 


Mexican Anouncers Do Traditional — 
Don Juan’ for $60,000 Gross Biz 





> 


Shirer Due in U.S.A, 
Sevareid Stays Here; 
Hartridge on Lectures 


William Shirer, CBS correspon- 
dent in Berlin, leaves there tomor- 
row (Thursday) to catch the Clipper 
from Lisbon, and is due in New 
York probably Sunday (8). He will 
remain here about four to six weeks 
for a rest, the exact time being up 
to him. Harry W. Flannery, who re- 
cently went to Berlin from station 
KMOX, St. Louis, will remain there 





indefinitely. Shirer will probably 
go back to Berlin. 
CBS will send another man to 


London in place of Eric Sevareid, to 





help Ed Murrow and Larry Le 
Sueur. Sevareid, who went to Mexi- 
co City to cover the inauguration of 
the Mexican president, started back 
Monday night (2). He will remain 
in New York as a regular member of 
the home staff indefinitely. 

Edwin Hartridge, currently in the 
U. S. on leave, will fill lecture dates 
until June or July, when he may re- 
turn to duty in Berlin. However, 
that depends on future develop- 
ments. Paul White, head of the 
bureau for CBS, is due back shortly 
before €hristmas from his South 
American trip with William 5S. 
Paley, the network’s president. 
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|! Australian 


cago. 


But all | 


AUSSIE REFUGEES FROM 


——— 


| ENG. CROWD HOMELAND 


Melbourne, Nov. 14. 

Some 52 Australian entertainers 
who were performing in Europe or 
England, including over the British 
Broadcasting Corp. system, are now 
in Australia, driven home by hos- 
tilities. ‘They congest the 
unhappy talent market here. 

Wilfred Thomas, one of the Lon- 
don radio entertainers of pre-war 
days, has been conducting a Celeb- 
rity Tour since last February for the 
Broadcasting 
sion. 


|Crosley DX Pickup Of | 
| Chicago Livestock Show | 


Cincinnati, Dec. 3. 
WLW international 
ate, 
programs this week from the Inter- 
national Livestock Exposition in Chi- 


and its 


rector of the Crosley stations, is in 
charge of the airings at noon on 
WLW. 

Proceedings of the 
being 


y done in S; 


exposition are 
danish on WLWO by 
Vargas, assistant foreign ad- 
vertising manager of the Interna- 
tional Cellucotton Corp. 


SHORTWAVE COMMERCIALS 


Export 


Tony 


Airlines, Esterbrook Pen 
Use NBC DXers 

| American Export Airlines, Inc., 
started a series of programs with the 
NBC shortwave division Sunday 
(24) It’s three quarter-hour pro- 
grams a week in Portuguese, Spanish 
and English. All programs will deal 
with American aviation. 

Esterbrook Pen Co., has also joined 
NBC’s roster of shortwave custo- 
mers. It will underwrite 15-minutes 
of opera commentary following the 
Saturday broadcasts of the Metro- 
‘politan Opera, starting Dec. 7 


Yank Swing on XEBZ 
Mexico City, Dec. 3. 


The pro-U.S.A. trend in 


tion, XEBZ, 100 watts, which calls 
itself the ‘Mexican Mouthpiece.’ 


regular evening feature. 


|and_ typically 
English. 


American songs, 





Readies WIND Transmitter 
Chicago, Dec. 3. 

Following okay for 5,000 watts for 
WIND Ralph Atlass last week let 
|contracts for the immediate con- 
struction of a new transmitter out- 
fit which will give WIND one of 
| the finest technical plants in the 
country. 
| Additional land has already been 
purchased for the construction of 
the new towers, with work expected 
completed by Feb, 1, 


to be 


already 


Commis- | 


affill- | 
WLWO, are originating special | 


Ed Mason, farm program di- 


: Mexico | 
has lined up yet another radio sta- | 
This station has American Hour as a | 


puinaeal . : 
Program is mostly swing numbers | 
in | 





Mexico City, Dec. 3. 

The 15 announcers of local radio 
station XEW (100,000 watts) copped 
some juicy extra coin by turning 
dramatic players for a novelty air 
and visual presentation from their 
station, and flesh presentations in 
various theatres here. They put on 
for the first time so elaborately, a 
rendition of ‘Don Juan Tenorio,’ 
classic Spanish 16th century tragedy, 
which originated the term Don Juan, 
This tragedy is a traditional show 
for Mexican theatres in November. 

The announcers drew capacity 
Balleries. Their gross was $60,000 
(Mex.), the announcers receiving a 
pro rata split. 


TAPAN BUILDS 
MORE STATIONS 


_—-—__ 





Tokyo, Nov. 1, 

The Broadcasting Corp. of Japan 
has revealed plans for a large-scale 
expansion of its activities. Two new 
100,000-watt transmitters will be con- 
structed, one in Osaka and the other 
in Fukuoka, Kyushu, and nine new 
local stations will be added to the 
national chain. 


The number of foreign languages 
used in the foreign section of the 
corporation's activities will be _ in- 
| creased from 12 to 16, and the total 
| number of hours given over to pro- 
grams raised from 12 to 40. A meet- 
ing will be held shortly in Taihoku, 
Formosa, to coordinate the radio ac- 





tivities of Japan, China and Man- 
chukuo. 
Rafael Heliodoro Valle, of FEx- 


celsior, Mexico City, and recent win- 
ner of a $1,000 Cabot prize for news- 
men promoting better relations be- 
tween the Americas, broadcast Dec. 
15 over General Electric’s short wave 
stations in Schenectady. 
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‘THE PAUSE THAT REFRESHES 

ON THE ATR’ 
with Albert Spaiding, Andre Kos- 

telanetz, John Charles Thomas 
Songs, Orchestra 
30 Mins. a 
COCA COLA 
Sunday, t” — York 

'ABC-CBS, New 
WA (D’Arcy) 

Despite the awkwardly contrived 
title, this Sunday afternoon passage 
represents production smoothness 
and musical delight. Another stand- 
out quality is its sustained charm 
and finely pitched mood. Though 
coming on the heels of the N.Y. 
Philharmonic symphony orchestra, 
Coca Cola’s latest entry has what it 
takes to appeal strongly to the for- 
mer’s following as well as to attract 
a mass audience. 

As far as the orchestral phase of 
the program is concerned it may be 
the best that Andre Kostelanetz has 
delivered to date. He has passed 
up his contrapuntal acrobatics and 
gone in more than ever for sheer 
melody. His treatment of a Victor 
Herbert medley was an ear tickler 
of the first order. 

Neatly fitted into the mosaic of 
this show is the speaking personality 
of Albert Spalding, introduced as a 
speaker on Ray Paige’s ‘Forecast’ 
effort last summer. While he does 
contribute a violin solo (very simple 
stuff for him), Spalding’s main as- 
signment for Coca Cola is that of 
m.c. The casting is all to the pro- 
gram’s favor. His is a deep and 
heavily Oxford-accented baritone 
and the output at the loudspeaker 
is a pleasant blend of dignity, au- 
thority and amiability. 

Guesting for the occasion was 
John Charles Thomas. His choice 
of numbers was okay for the pro- 
gram’s audience objective but the 
producer seemed to have erred in 
the matter of pace by having 
Thomas close the event with the 
slow-moving strains of the Cros- 
byesque ‘Home on the Range.’ The 
producer may have pointed for just 
that sort of a letdown, and if so the 
actual results in this instance didn’t 
turn out so forte. 

Included in the program’s per- 
sonnel is a chorus. It was used on 
the initial stanza for a number with 
the orchestra and as_ backer-up 
to Thomas’ other item, ‘Sylvia.’ 

The plugs were skillfully matched 
to the program’s mood and tone. 

Odec. 


DE WITT SHAW ORCHESTRA 
30 min. —Local 
UTOPIA CLEANERS & DYERS 
WSGN, Birmingham 

This half hour of song and dance 
music started its sixth season over 
WSGN under a new sponsor. Line- 
up of entertainment is similar to 
past years, the entire program being 
built around DeWitt Shaw and his| 
Royal Masters Orchestra. Bob} 
McRaney serves as master of cere-| 
monies. On the program 





‘UNIVERSITY OF THE AIR’ 


With Herbert Bayard Swope, Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Jr., Howard Dietz, 
Arthur Schwartz, Hendrik Wilhelm 
Van Loon, Dr. Frank Kingdom, 
Irving Berlin, Frank Parker, 
Arnold and Sonia _ Eitis, 
Davis, Sigmund Spaeth, Aubrey 
Pankey, Dorothy Thompson, 
George Shuster, Fannie Hurst, 
Lieut. Gov. Poletti, Edward W. 
Edwards, Harold J. Rome, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Louise Rainer, National 
Youth Assn. Chorus 


Speeches, Music, Propaganda 
Twe Hours—Local 

Sunday, 9-1i p.m. 

WEVD, New York 


Radio, unlike motion pictures, has 
not solved the problem of a two-hour 
program, even though that program 
may be laden with star names. Lack 
of the visual to compensate for the 
inevitable slowing up of pace in a 
program of this duration, makes for 
boredom, despite an acceleration of 
pace at intervals throughout the 
presentation. 

WEVD’s ‘University of the Air’ in 
celebrating its eighth anniversary 
proved no exception to the rule, and 
despite the prominence of its speak- 
ers, the program dragged in many 
spots, due in the main to continual 
repetition of its theme, Americanism, 
which was so well expressed by~the 
fortunate first few speakers, that 
those who followed suffered through 
sameness. 


The professional speakers, college 
presidents or politicians, suffered 
much in comparison to the brilliance 
of addresses by Gertrude Lawrence, 
whose short speech on British relief 
was a classic of its kind, and Luise 
Rainer, whose impassioned utter- 
ances on what Americanism means 
to a foreigner, was of a type to thrill. 


‘Spotted throughout the program 
were various musical renditions, 
some excellent, others poor. Most 
important ‘was a new song, written 
for the occasion by Howard Dietz 
and Arthur Schwartz, and sung by 
Frank Parker. Title is ‘Au Revoir, 
Paree’ with the song being spirited, 
and much in the fashion of George 
M. Cohan’s ‘Over There.’ Parker 
sang it well, and it should catch 
public fancy, but unless lowered to 
another key, will prove unsuitable 
for average voices, as the excessive 
number of top notes would be pro- 
hibitive to an untrained vocalist. 


Arnold Eitis, accompanied by 
Sonia Eitis, played Sir Edward 
Elgar’s ‘Caprice’ with a maximum of 
scratching and a minimum of good 
tone, and Irving Berlin, no singer, 
accompanied by the National Youth 
Assn. Chorus did a bit that was 
patriotic anywhow. Sigmund Spaeth 
contributed a pick me up to the pro- 
gram at this point, with an amusing 


caught | version of how to play the piano in 


were Chuck Payne, tenor; Pat Third,} no easy lessons, and then introduced 


variety comedian and six tap danc-} 
ers. Program originates from the 
stage of the Lyric Theatre. 

Payne is a warbler of ability and 
clicked with the show audience as 
well as fan mail writers. Third’s | 
routine was a bit stale but got) 
laughs. Tap dancers sounded good 
over air and elicited big audience 


response. } 


Music used on the program was 
50% BMI and McRaney says 
will be increased to 75% within few 
weeks and by Winter all music on 
the program will be BMI stuff 

Wind. 


Aubrey Pankey, American Negro 
baritone, who sang two spirituals 
very well. Pankey disclosed excel- 
lent diction, and a well rounded 
voice of pleasing quality, but some- 
what short in the 
where the tones 
and lacked quality. 

The National Youth Assn. Chorus 
then sang a Christmas carol and a 


became 


this | Yodel song on its own, doing both in 


|a capable fashion, and the musical 
| portion concluded with Harold J. 
|Rome_ singing bits of ‘Pins and 
| Needles.’ 














Elmer | 


upper register, | 
tenorish| Tor 
| Michigan U’s footbal] team this year, | 


| ‘REPORT TO THE NATION’ 
, Documentary 
| 30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
Saturday, 6 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
| To the extent that this new sus- 
|tainer purported to be a dramatiza- 
jtion of a Government report, it 
shared one qualkty in common with 
|many Government reports—it was 
|anything but entertainment. But if 
| that were all it might be shrugged 
| Off in a paragraph as just one more 


However, at one point in the pro- 
gram an American mother was pic- 
tured as calling upon an army col- 
onel at the war department in Wash- 
ington. Whereupon the program 
; came crashing into the delicate prob- 
jlem of ‘morale’ with all the sprawl- 
ing impact of a hockey player. 

The program succeeded in making 
this American mother a prize lady- 
| boob, a caricature of sentimentality, 
|mush and arrested mentality. An 
overdrawn, offensive, silly woman, 
she was held up as a subject for an 
| army colonel to lecture about the 
|draft. It was a setup for the army. 
| That was what was wrong with the 
stunt. It made the motherhood of 
America something to run from as 
from foolishness incarnate. This 
| kind of radio ‘showmanship’ in the 
;service of morale should also be 
avoided as foolishness incarnate. It 
| may be just as well for all concerned 
| to decide right off whether this is a 
nation of morons to be treated on an 
| intellectual level that daytime serials 
|abandoned seven years ago. 
| Other parts of the program did 
convey some interesting information 
|concerning army conscript policies, 
| did answer questions about which 
| great natural curiosity now exists, 
did get over some desirable propa- 
ganda anent the humanity of ser- 
| geants, new style, and the housing 
and diet of draftees. But that a 
good lucid speaker, military or lay, 
couldn’t do these things just as well, 
or better, with the orchestra left out, 
the filter mikes left out, the flashy 
rappings left out, seems a legitimate 
point to raise. 

Finally, it may be suggested that 
democracy can be served without 
condescension. The people of the 
| United States are adults. Land. 

} 
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: Follow-Up Comment i 


| Richfield Reporter’s (Pacific) 

3,000th successive newscast prompted 
'an NBC special called ‘9,000,000 
| words.’ With John Wald, Don 
| Forbes, Wayne Miller, Don Gilman, 
| Fred Bate, John B. Kennedy, Bauk- 
|hage, Earl Johnson, Charles Dant’s 
orchestra champion long-run Coast 
iaccount (since April 20, 1931) got a 
|gala air tribute. Fred Bate from 
|London, Baukhage from Washington 
jand John B. Kennedy from New 
| York, who introed Ear] Johnson, 

general news manager of United 
‘Press. Don Gilman, NBC western 
| division boss, added his felicitations. 











Tommy Harmon, star back on 
|appeared last Wednesday (27) night 
|on Eddie Cantor’s show for Bristol- 
|Myers. Harmon was brought on 
right at: the start after a single Can- 


i= gag and played straight to the | 


Han- 
Harmon would 
sports spieler 


comic’s clowning throughout. 
dled himself well. 

|do as announcer or 
|with more seasoning. 


spieling is his chosen 


six-week flirtation with ‘democracy.’ | 


Radio sports 
profresh, 


JUNE BAKER 


| 
(Catherine Roche) AIR MAIL TO RED RIDING HOOP’ 
a 


With Miriam Hopkins, Humphrey 
Bogart 
45 Mins.—Local Drama 
Participation 30 Mins. 


Friday, 11:15 a.m. 
WOR, New York 


June Baker of WGN, Chicago (pri- 
vately Catherine Roche), was broad- 
casting at WOR, New York, two; Another in the growing number of 
| days last week whil Bessie Beatty, | radio half hours devoted to dramate 
|of WOR, took over at WGN. The | ics, this series for Campbell’s soup 
|Chi-N. Y. exchange was to introduce | is directly against Procter & Gam- 
;each lady to the radio agency fra-|ble’s Arch Oboler playlets on the 
ternity of the other city to the|NBC blue. Delayed a week because 
| profits-incurring end that each | of CBS’ objection to the fifth column 
|mizht pick up some additional par-| theme for Walter Huston originally 
| ticipation advertising. |selected for the opener by the 

_ Years of nrofessional gabbing were | agency, the series took off Friday 
|implicit in Miss Baker’s easy-going | (29) on the slightly moulty wings of 
style. She was more jovial, more |a bit of aerial tripe—flashy but still 
| fun-seeing than most of the eastern | tripe—called ‘Air Mail to Red Riding 
| ladies of the extended ad lib. The Hood.’ 
prowl of events in her talks is vast. The story was wrenched from the 
She had some recollections of Amos | page’ of Cosmopolitan magazine to 
n’ Andy when they were a WGN |receive more loving care from 
act as Sam and Henry; she spoke of adaptor and director and star per- 
Pat Barnes and Victor Young and , formers than it deserved. Because of 
other radio vets from Chicago, There the skilled handling it unfolded its 
was talk of recipes and charm, short- | pointless chronicle with cons‘derable 
ness of breath caused by mike ‘eclat. But it was a case of a rhine- 
fright, the social life in centuries | stone in a Tiffany setting. In other 
past at Bath, England. | words, it was phoney. 

The speaking tempo is fairly fast,| Miriam Hopkins was a cabaret 
but always clear, never heavy. She singer, Humphrey Bogart, her man, 
kibitzed freely with the announcer a rum-runner. Between. time she 
and the charm lady who came 0n/ married a nice millionaire, but 
\for a few moments, and gladly! couldn't stand his family’s refine- 
,allowed others to be heard at all|ment. While with child she ran 
times. A pleasant-seeming person! away, got a divorce, married the 
| with more to say than she has time, | rum-runner, a good buy who brought 
even when it’s 45 minutes. Land. |wn the step-daughter with the best. 

<amemedemmenenel |The rum-runner dies in the pen, the 
daushter must at last be sent to her 
'wealthy grandmother. The whole 
tale unfolds in the flashback tech- 
WMCA, New York niagye as Miss Hopkins reads aloud 

Donald Fiamm’s station, WMCA, | the letter she is writing the kid (lit- 
gram of disks and chatter at a not | how it all happened. It all happened 
too propitious time if the ASCAP jin Vina Delmar’s typewriter and on 
situation should see this station in | the pages of the slick paper mag. 
the same position as the networks.|. Agencies and quibblers and people 
For without the wax works of all |in their homes all disagree on ma- 
types, it's gonna be tough on the, terial of this nature. It is necessarily 
Milkman’s Matinees, Make-Believe | an arbitrary opinion to say it just 
Balirooms and kindred-type platter | didn’t stand up; it just wasn’t con- 
discourses. vincing. Others may gurgle that it 

For the Dec. 1, actually Dec. 2,| was enough to break their hearts. 
bow-in of WMCA'’s 1-7 a.m. frolic, | Some people start crying as soon as 
the station roundrobined the Broad-/|the announcer says ‘this is a sad 
way talent for bows, all congratulat- | story.’ Change the ‘s’ in sad to a ‘b”’ 
ing Flamm and the outlet for its But it was-expertly dished out. 
enterprise and all seemingly inveter- Land. 
ate stayer-uppers for late-hour dial- 
ing, because all stated that after they 
get through with their regular per- | ED AND POLLY EAST 
formances they like to tune in, ‘Kitchen Quiz’ 

A theme song, ‘All Night Long,’ | 10 Mins.—Local 
waxed by Sammy Kaye for Blue- | WHITE ROSE 
bird, will be ready Wednesday (4) | Daily, 8:50 a.m. 
for constant usage. Odette Athos | WJZ, New York 
vocalized ‘There I Go’ as her contri- (Tarcher) 

'bution, as she’s to be mc. Alan; The missus joins quizmaster Ed 
|Courtney’s nocturnal assistant. Miss| Kast for this fast local 10-minute 


CAMPBELL’S SOUP 

Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ward Wheelock) 











‘ALL NIGHT LONG’ 
With Alan Courtney, Guesters 
Marathon Show 











| Athos, heralded as from the Con-/session of easy questions every 
tinent, is actually British, the daugh- | morning before breakfast. It’s sim- 
ter of Percy Athos. |ple, direct, plug-heavy for White 

Kaye, Irving Caesar, Lyle Talbot,| Rose groceries (which are the 


berg ol Martine Hayes deriy Boker, | Prizes) and the Easts jointly and 
| an rn . cer, , : 

| Al Schack, Tony Canzonari andj} separately keep everybody i 
others took bows on the session 
heard. The name guesters due to 
appear (and may have, although not 
heard) included Jolson, Wynn, Olsen 
and Johnson, et al. Abel. 


Paul Glynn, of WJSV, Washington, 
due back this week from Miami va- 
| cation. 











When you think of 


| 
| 


though having received many lucra- 
tive pro football offers. He vocalized 
a few bars of ‘You're the One for | 
Me’ near the finale to show his versa- 
tility. He should stick to reading | 
| lines. 


NEW ORLEANS 


you think of: 





| Fred Allen was in fettle 
| Wednesday, not only with a new | 
| take-off on the Allen-Benny feud, 
{but with his satire on so-called 
| ‘Workshop’ programs. Musical back- 
| grounding and sound effects worked 
lin on this to pave the way for a 
| well-knit sketch about department | 
store efficiency was strictly better 
radio, but possibly a bit subtle for 
many listeners. Buildup on the irate | 
customer demanding satisfaction or | 
13c was in the finest Allen dramatic | 
troupe tradition. 
Irene Beasley returned to network | & 
| radio, after an absence of a year and | 


last 





¢ America’ s new oil empire 
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HE best yardstick for measuring our 
worth as radio station representatives 
is the steady progress in the national 


field of every radio station we represent. 


a half, as guest on Westinghouse’s | # 
The average increase during 1939 was '‘Musical Americana’ Thanksgiving | § 
night (21). What made the occasion 





17% over 1938 in business contracted unusual as far as she was concerned 


was her choice of song. The ‘Song- 
bird from the South’ passed up some- 
thing into which she could bite her 
Dixie dialect and gave an era-tick- 
ling interpretation to a romantic 
ditty that the Londoners are favor- 
ing much between and during air 
raids, namely, ‘A Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square.’ James Melton also 
guested on this particular install- 
ment, while Maestro Raymond Paige 
contributed his customary quota of 
orchestra fare that’s both rich in 
melody and dressed in fine instru- 
mental byplay. 


through our office. This year the gain 


will be even greater. 





NEW ORLEANS 
50,000 WATTS 


The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city 








Dick Himber with a new band 
style, but smooth and suave as ever. 
licked last week over WOR-Mutual 








MEW YORK - DETROIT from the Chatterbox, New Jersey #3 
CMICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO roadhouse. His reeds come through Re cas AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ... THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
| particularly well, and that goes also a His seth 


j ; , ts 
for two new vocalizers with his band, j 
"Dick Judge and Ruth Vale, 
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RADIO MARKETS 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, December 4, 1949 











Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 


Home transmitters recaptured some 
of their losses of last week, but the 
picture is still not a pretty one. Na-| 
tional spot showed the best gains, the! 
other pickups not being of sufficient 


tery’s musical, its 14th year on the 
KNX frequency, was the best piece | 
of new biz of the week. Outfit spends 
more coin annually for talent than 
any other local sponsor. 


‘ 
eral Savings, 18 participations in| 
Fletcher Wiley combination and 11 
time signals, through Robert Dennis. 


William Patch, 13 quarter- 
hour programs, through Glasser 
agency: Coast Federal Savings, 30 
announcements, through Robert Den- 
nis: Ex-Lax, 24 spots, through Joseph | 
Katz. 


agency: 


Marlin Razor Blades, 26 acl 


tising Arts; Monarch Coffee, 65 par- | 
ticipations in Mildred Van’s ‘House 
Party, through W. B. Ross; William 
Patch Co., 52 quarter-hour broadcasts 
of talks by Patch, through Glasser 
agency. 

KFWB: Campbell Dept. Store, 122 


Stodel Advertising; Hollywood Type- | 





HOCKEY ON KCKN, K. C. 


mostly chalked up in the national 
4 . . | 
spot column, which has been steadily 


Local denartment has begun to no- 
tice the Christmas influence, but still 
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Local biz, which has been shuttling 
between plus and minus here in re- 
cent weeks, slipped back again after 

rally. 





WEAVER OF KANSAS CITY eer ane of football did most | 


DEFENDS RADIO ADS 


Washington, Dec. 3. 





by his firm, was filed last week by 
Howard S. Weaver, head of a Kan- 


isas City, Mo., mail-order college in 


real estate appraisal training. 


Weaver—who trades under the 


name Weaver Real Estate Appraisal | 


material used was false or mislead- 
ing and pointed out that many of 
the statements and representations 
questioned by the F.T.C. are no 


be held on the case ‘in due course,’ 
the Commish announced. 





Sportscast From Booth 
In Sponsor’s Pharmacy 


will be piped from specially con- 
structed glass booth, setup on bal- 
cony of largest Walgreen store here. 





Tuscola’s New Biz 


Minn., makers of products for home 


of New Peruna, is sponsoring ‘Red’ 
Belcher, of the station’s entertainer 


| staff, over WDZ three times weekly. 


Chicago, has started sponsorship of 
‘Country Gentlemen,’ three five- 
minute stanzas weekly on WD2Z, for 


for 26 weeks on WDZ. Allen & Rey- 


year. accounts 








| 
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é Nv:work Local 
Answer to a Federal Trade Com- | 





| 


| gage, 


of the trimming, but added Xmas 
business kept the category out of the 
red. 

~ Noy. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 

~~ National Total 





(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





Spokane Stores Load Up 


Christmas Advertising 





their Christmas promotional period 
with KHQ and KGA the _ bene- 
ficiaries. Sartori Jewelry Store has 
upped its radio schedule from three 
to six quarter-hours weekly. Tull & 
Gibbs Furniture Co. is using 62 





DENVER OK; KLZ NETS 


250 4 HRS.; KFEL, 156 


Denver, Dec. 3. 








KLZ rang the bell with a sale of | 


announcements. 


Theatre, three announcements; Den- 
ver Motor Safety Service, one an- 
nouncement, 


hour daily, one week; King’s Lug- 
104 announcements; 
| Clothing Shop, one announcement 


| daily till Dec. 25; Orpheum Theatre, | 


| & Produce Co., through R. Y. Reeves 


agency, one year’s announcement 








Kingston | 








A. Cemetery Acct. Renews KNX a. vncz mm o-l? From the Production Centres i | 
For 14th Vr: Nat'l Spot Up 16% Des Moines, Dec. 3. | +#444¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ FOHHOeeeeeersseeeoner 


* f , ba r Y’ y 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 

John Wheddon has joined the radio scripting staff of the J. Walte 
Thompson agency on a regular basis. Nelson Hesse agented the sinconsasl 
....Lord & Thomas tossed a luncheon for Hedda Hopper, visiting rer 
Hollywood, at the Waldorf-Astoria yesterday (Tuesday) with the pres 
the invitees ™" 

John Houseman, formerly associate of Orson Welles on the Mercur 
Theatre and currently working solo, is a new one-man producing mil] ‘d 
radio and legit....has adapted and is directing this Sunday's ‘Columbia 


| an , ‘J Ini Inits eee ee ’ _—_ = « © yi 
numerical strength to show a re-| mission complaint, charging that false | a = a — ego | Workshop’ piece, 1s to stage a play for the Theatre Guild and has about 
spectable plus in the totals. |and misleading advertising had been | 7910 F 256 3°410 14.57 ja dozen other projects in the tentative stage....Lester Gottlieb to Washing- 
= . ark Ceme | broadeast and otherwise distributed | » co P cas ner 30: | ton for arrangements of Mutuals Redskins-Bears pro football playoff 
Renewal of Inglewood Park Ceme- | + 0.8% +0.7%  —3.7% —0.3% | Boake Carter has traveled more than 8,000 miles by plane for his Mutual 


2 : , ‘ al 
commentator programs since starting under American Airlines sponsor- 


ship....there are suspicions it has something to do with exploitation. 
Edward K. Oates, WINS engineer, elected to executive board of Associated 
Broadcast Technicians Union. 


Marian Shockley guesting on ‘Short, Short Story’ today (Wednesday)... , 


KNX: Inglewood Park Cemetery, | a , 0 R di Ti F é ; ; : 
52 half-hour musical programs, , TT@ining Service—denied that the n adaio me OY | Jack Negley, WINS announcer, appearing this week in a dramatic show 
aconshs Advertising Arts; Coast Fed-| advertising matter and broadcast at the annual convention of the Armstrong Cork Co., at Lancaster, Pa.,.. | 


Benny Goodman interviewed over WQXR twice this week, once on his 
preferences in classical music, the other time about the relationship be- 
tween classical music and jazz....Hal James and Florence Sperl, of the 
Compton agency, lectured last week before the Sack and Buskin club of 


KHJ: Consumers Club, 65 half-|°* : ‘ P Spokane, Dec. 3. “te. ‘ bate - , 
hour programs, through Glasser | 'OSer being used. A hearing will! Radio stations here have started on | Pelham (N. Y.) highschool, ...they’ve been doing so much of that kind of 
Ble >, 5 ass aes ote = < © dst« 


thing they're being called ‘The Flying Jameses’ by their Compton con- 
freres....Claudia Morgan, in the cast of ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone 
Journey,’ has replaced Edith Atwater as the femme lead in the ‘Mar Who 
Came to Dinner,’ at the Music Box. 


Queens, the rebel borough, chuckles at ‘America Speaks’ program on 
LaGuardia’s WNYC....says George U. Harvey neighborhood had program 


KFI: 'quarter-hours weekly now, with an of same name on WWRL, Woodside, L. L., since last July....Ralph Dumke 
minute announcements, through Cra- | Miami, Dec. 3. |{additional three quarter-hours of | SWallowing again after bad throat operation....lost 30 pounds.,..Mary 
ven & Hedrick: Smart and Final} For third consecutive year Wal- | Christmas promotion. Margaret McBride back fron, Missouri where governor declared a day in 
Co., 17 quarter-hour broadcasts of green Drug Stores signed Dinty Den- Pratt Furniture is using soven her honor... -Ivor Sharp, director of Station Operations at KSL, Salt Lake 
‘Johnny Murray Talks It Over,’| nis, state’s pioneer sports spieler, for | quarter-hours, Dodson Jewelry Store City, in New York for conference on F-M....‘Sales Through the Air With 
through Heintz Pickering. |nitely sportscast during tourist sea- ‘five quarter-hours. the Greatest of Ease’ is the title ofa spiel by Edgar Kobak, NBC-Blue web 

KECA: Slavick Jewelry, 13 quar- | son over WQAM. sales chief, before the Kiwanis Club in Elkhart (Ind.) on Dec. 17. 
ter-hour newscasts, through Adver-| Show which bows in Sunday (8) Bob Brumby, Broadway columnist for PM, has been doing a series of 


informal sports chats with Stan Shaw over WNEW on the early morning 
stint....Lenore Ulric appearing tonight in behalf of the national defense 
program on WNEW....speaks on ‘A Woman Looks at National Defense’ 
and will wind up 15-minute broadcast with dramatic monolog ‘Liverpool’. 

Elmer Rice, playwright, and Jan Struther, author of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ 
will guest on ‘Information Please’ Friday night (Dec. 5). Miss Struther 
has experted twice before....Ernest Chappell was announcer and line 


announcements, through Allied Ad-| aeecenane ad Portes : O* | feeder on Ben Bernie’s program last week, vice Dan Seymour..,..Edward 

vertising: Central Chevrolet, eight Tuscola, Ill.. Dec. 3. | -°” quarter-hours; KFEL with 198 McHugh, the Gospel Singer, will guest on this week’s ‘Song of My Life’ 

one-minute transcriptions, through | SeConnon & Co - ene fog agg me with 26 program over NBC blue....Edwin Montgomery is another name now 
= ade ° , “ | them. alance oO usiness mostly 


heard from London on CBS transatlantics....Ralph Ingersoll, of PM, will 


writer Shop, 26 spots. and farm use, started sponsorship| 7: Procter & Gamble (Oxydol) | Participate in next Sunday's University of Chicago Round Table over 
Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 | last week of the six-a-week 15-min- amare 4 BI eB toes «alt ema NBC on Is Hitler Revolutionizing England? 
|__Nev. 30 Compares to Nev. 25 il te ‘Barton Family’ series over ores a . cn za Dani -— - Fish. H. V. faltenborn back again as ‘clarifier on the Town Hall of Air.... 
Network Local National Total} WDZ. Tuscola. Deal is for four| —. 9 oy > "3 anle : vad he will be in every week or two probably....Virginia Godfrey turned press 
Units Units Spot Units Units) weeks. McCord agency, of Minne- | “‘ 8 rng cavers ee eae agent for Sobol & Hartman....Vic Ratner, throat mended, nerves rested, 
12.206 8.646 2,317 23,169 | apolis, has the account. feted M: , c ene ea ak Wines: back to CBS Monday... .Morris Novik of WNYC having innings before 
12,137 8.882 1,995 23,014 | Si-Oze Co., of Chicago, makers of “ete ony ond spat ene “hah City Council civil service committee....Radio trade noted Walter 
+0.6° —2.7% +16.1% +-0.7% | Si-Oze cold remedy, is now bank- | ore aie . peste g Notre “ Cc a Winchell’s new C.A.B. ahead of Lowell Thomas’ five-a-week rating.... 
(included: KECA. €¥I, KFWB, KHJ.|rolling Paul Groves, staff enter-| one spot; McNeil Coal Corp., sarous 1} Leon Levine to Chicago for Educational conference this week... .big 
KNX) ltainer. over WDZ three times a week | E. O. Shaw agency, six announce-| delegations from both webs....Robert Landry of Vaniery was guest of 
‘aa | for 26 weeks. Neal Advertising, of a See three months; — Edward Weeks on NBC blue last night (Tuesday)....subject: ‘Speak 
NA , | Chicago, is the agency. ng wy a a naar ae a American’. ,..Another week’s delay until next Monday (9) on Senator 
T L REFINING BUYS | Consolidated Drug Trade, makers age Matera spots, Arpacul | Ford, Joe Laurie program over WOR. 


IN HOLLYWOOD > 2@ @ 


KFEL: Golden West Milling Co., Si ; ; ; 
'Benson & Dall, Chicago, is the tee 4 aie ; Harrison Holliway east for going-over of music situash by directors of 
: - P ; » three newscasts weekly, one. year; Metinns a } ie . Zn 
Kansas City. Dec. 3. | agency. owas / ie | National Ass’n of Broadcasters....Gulf Oil renewed for another quarter. 
i" | The Auto Craft Training Co. of | R°¥: Harvey H. Springer, quarter-| nitto al Pearce for Camels....Eddie Holden's ‘Watanal 1 Archie’ 
Improvement in totals this week is ue sal ratt iraining ©0o., 0 | d i nels... .E den's Vatanabe and Archie 


dropped by NBC, with thrice weekly quarter hour period going to Richard 
Brooks commentator....Martha Tilton, onetime vocal scorcher with Benny 
Goodman, now a staff artist at NBC....Don Lee’s move to old NBC studio 


climbing since advent of fall. In-| 26 weeks. First United Broadcast- | three spots: Rudolph’s Shoe Store, | on Melrose avenue delayed 10 days on account of added construction work 
2 ers. of Chicago. is the agency Bey pbs : ee : ‘ -Groucho Marx waxed ‘ "lots ‘“amilv’ - Roatte ++ lire 
crease is spread out over three or T A “ ¢ "T - ry ra Li eight announcements; Silver Auto & tine & O hor t) . one z= oo ag ose for Batten, Barton, Dut 
1e Ace h< “kre 5 ine | : : Stl r =f ° , avne : tirer meet m2 ae ee 
ur stations K1 —_— at he Ace Photo Locket Co., of Lin- | Raqigo Supplies, two announcements |). - rn, with Wayne Griffin directing....David Broekman can 
four stations, KMBC registering the; eoln Nel! swelry firm. has bough . PI , have the sical direc f ' “Spabaaet : eC 
sar 8 ; Beate coin, NWebd., Jewelry Orm, Nas DOUsNt | qaily one month: Green Bri Fruit | 22ve, te musical aires tion of the new Tony Martin musical program for 
heaviest gain in this department -ticipating te ai ities. Ge “saridile ally, On y WESS back Woodbury if he wants i M: : ‘ , Tit 
-| participating spots six times a week | Woodbury if he wants it. Matter of coin....‘One Man's Family’ added 


Mercedes McCambridge as a regular....Mary Martin has asked for her 


erry n Ids, of Omaha, is the agency. | sevwine | release from Maxwell House program. Sez picture work keeps her too 
war ree Western Stationery Co., of Topeka, | KOA: P. Lorillard C —— busy and the added radio effort is a strain on her health....Flu bugs 
Auto deplers are still strongly on Kans ls personal stationer me A . Lorillare sss yr Sensa- floored Lewi Allen Weiss “1a P F , ’ 
+} 1 The . a , ee mans., Sells personal a onery ON | tion Cigarettes, 25 quarter-hours, | rer .ewis Allen Weiss....Bill Henry doing a pair of ‘By the Way 
he 1; h “ice rar tween nartirine . . . , avs ~ 1, « - ne werd “ . oe ’ "Ox ‘AS rer rN . Seiki 
tne he price war between | participating spots over WDZ. Shaf- | ‘Liberty short Stories’: Cottrell | broadcasts over KNX from the beach at Waikiki....Hedda Hopper east 
cleaning companies which started| fer, Brennan & Margulis . ei — tena ly ottrell | for two weeks of airi I } ' 
couple of weeks back has added little | Lot ie ae ae SE 8) Clothing Co through Robertson | *0 "WO Weeks Of airing her Sunkist program. Jimmy Fonda going along 
le of weeks bac as added little Oouis. is the agency sisi oy - 5 : ? ig ‘oducer ‘raha .N;: " . : - on ‘ , 
to r tio shaitiane , ria tng but ‘Man! a a ee |agency, 18 five-minute piano solo} Geek aon aah ogo ae - Namee coming out to help NBC commemorate 
ri ations eS, { 1aASs | SD | ‘ tx ; vl ; lo anniversary oO sroadcastin the Ros B , yamec lew VY *"s 
* : . | programs: New Method Cleaners & | ary Ling - ose Bowl games on New Years 
ea hl wilted al entiaadl + Wie. programs; New ethod Cleaners “esi a Pig 7 d 
evel ae well K ee tt : hype BUYS CHARLES SHAW NEWS Dvers. 52 announcements | Gay Airing of initial tilt marked first time a football game was net- 
s . as Well as insas, where it al ., F ne ene stataintatatac - —_. | worked cross country Bin ‘rosby is ry traf 
began. companies to announce thelr " San Antonio, Dec. 3. Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 contract. selting at rest a g Crosby put his John Henry on a Krait 
a tn tie aande ie : Charles C. Shaw, news editor of Netwark Local  Wallenal oie |: yntract, setting at rest all rumors....Bob Burns will pass his two weeks 
fii ce cut In over three years eka ‘ane : < . otal | layoff fr cre $i é i Perkins’ 
Pi alo nally ec sccahnadlt station KTSA, will present a new| q,; sie : oe oe layoff from Kraft Music Hall in the Broadway playhouses ...‘Ma Perkins 
KCKN: National Refining Co. has ‘ - Units Units Spot Units Units | pitching here for a few week ; : ; 
m: ae Bengt agi ‘S|series of programs each weekday | Berens 209 ; beyond pitching p tor a few weeks to give the cast a vacation. 
) I eC to spon r broadeast all Rae Tee “1 , a2. et 6,200 4,395 1,694 14,358 
a cies ae al a oe mornin yr 1ie Magnolia Petroleum 8 940 4512 1.618 eA Onn — 
. ; ca ice lc ro le ,015 14,04U t ‘ ‘ ‘ 
h yer m f } t} Plo-M } QD { ed ‘ of 1 0.3 2.5% 14.7% rene IN CHICAGO ° ° . 
dire with Red Salzer at the a one : ss : 7] , , 
: ' pond ‘ Ne he hen daily at ee ae un e Kummer now on the ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter’ sho Bob 
Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 r Cine .; Sirens KLZ, KOA, K strong orchestra of the ‘Uncle Walter's Dog House’ show playing -veral 
Network Tocal National Total oe he an college proms between broadcasts .National Barn Dance troupe set foi 
Units Units Spot Units Units we? ****** FFF Foss ssosssessesssesossosesosoooesooes | Gales in Kansas City and St. Paul in January....Charles Stevens firm has 
«7 6 969 6 719 19.213 z ° fa 4 ra D4 towsralecys Clifton Utley for foreign affairs commentary on WGN Louise 
fA 6.046 6910 18673 3% 0 ¢ ‘itch doing the commercials on the Wayne King orchestra. ...Buddy Clark 
tf). 1 f) 4e7 8.2 9 Q¢ + . HCY, 0 D ver eS now tor Colgate .Elmira toessler added to cast of ‘Scattergood Ja1ne / 
Sy i KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KM z : + = _ — g absence Hugh Studebaker returns to town to take over 
VDA WHTB) role of Dr. Bob Graham in ‘Bachelor's Children,’ hi nall 
ani é ‘ ! iren, ¢ > whicn iginally 
_ FHFFEFFFFFFF FFF F FFE EF esses esse ses ssesessseseese = created. ES Re a OE Caen We ergne 
id & ’ Cincinnati, Dec. 3. | sens.’ Red Top Beer's ‘Bowling Time.’ — 
W ( LE s Farm Show For | St ton W : ; seg j Alms ar Doepke's ‘Vogue S coher ty OF coal IN S f N FR f a a) 6) 
‘ . m Station SAI, second Powel Cros- Rita Ha k tt Insurance Institute’s ‘In- | ™¢ IE l Vs NCISCO . e e 
Lorillard with Hiser ley property here, has just cast its | s!74nce Counsel,” Allied Florists’ ‘My | Hf, C, Alber, who installed titi ity, j 
leve] accounts and finds its current list | o." ihe ter Tenet ee te | tee cond , who installed the air conditioning in Radio City, in town 
. ” bh 1M) I : leaners *Pate Ore —News,’ deno Pr “re ~ i tale tl Iwo ~~ sas P ‘ Y ‘ 
Han! : Cleveland, Dec. 3. represents a 68% increase over last | Beer's ‘Hu iepoht Highlights “with ‘Te - buildin aieage es on Frisco’s first air-conditioned construction, the new NBC 
: 7 - 72 os o L ase aseu ; , hs vith coger ding. . ; in rn P : , “1.2 9? , , 
fank Hiser, press agent for the Network and local Baker, Dow Drug’s ‘Daily Express.’ Potter 1 g....Art Linkletter’s Roma Wine show, ‘What Do You Think?’ now 








Cleveland Union . Stockyards, has aie tn WAL ase ac talline: shoes’ ‘This Is America,’ Rubel Breads’ | aired on Mutual Monday-Wednesday-Friday....Roma sponsoring only 
five-weekly 15-minute series of crop, , ° seg hvnrebesy hawk Featione  aegns in the Street.’ Mo-| two shots but gets benefit of third (which rides sustaining) by buying 
reports, farm news, interviews, agri- Pi gg Seca: she ag ~ ai Fitch B ndwagon. | early Cin _ Leo Atitomotive Arcee. | SPOts On KFRC just before and after....Fulton Lewis, Jr.. pulled record 
cultural dope and whatnot for farm- | certs. ‘Gang Busters,’ Quiz K Pot 0’ | Ha p oe ioe bicae ass ae calls to KFRC during his shot from Frisco Wednesday (27)...- 
ers, dairymen, poultrymen and so %°1. a a. nd Fortune uP _B ‘a|On the Air” Knapp-Monarch's ‘Ahead of every body wanted to come down and see him in person... .despite instruc- 
on. It'll air over WCLE here, get- | Breakfast Club, ‘True and False,’ ‘Manhat- and Mest. Denlece aonatt Retail Grocers ons to announce studio would be closed to public, place was nearly full 
ting a four-week sustainer break-in, tan at rege ’ ; Washington Merry -Go- | Program,’ Ohio Valley dations yo ht neg hit the mike at 4 p.m. (although he isn’t heard locally until 
then being bankrolled by P. Loril- | Gssrcun. sic : wae, Susie A Camel gis ia Little Show! Northern Kentucky | 9: o via ET). 7 -lecture at Berkeley same evening drew double the capac- 
lard. Will Hour,’ Adam Hat Fights,” RCA’s | ah aoe -Wilitarna’ » = Annee es. ity of the auditorium....Adrian Gendot now scripting KFRC’s ‘Breakfast 

Lennon & Mitchell placed the Pertect. ” Krocer's Jane Grey's Provram | of the Air.’ Worthmore Products ‘I Need te or live 8 am. variety show....Jack Mulhall now playing 19 
deal through Radio Advertising Weekly Review, Anacin’s Easy Pe eg bn B Q. =“ Seeanten ais eng of Alice Blair’ on CBS....KSFO’s ‘Cargoes’ show took over the 
Corp., the station’s national rep. — ma ao be: “= ee 5 Neos 6 Je Watkin’s ‘Orphans of Diverse,’ Wathin’s a Line railroad this week, special train hauling recording unit along 
Hiser, p.a. for the stockyard for the Mix, Nash's Jot ..” Rais . fo nm) Aman of i me ymoon Hi M1? American waterfront for a panoramic pickup....Local CBS offices, Spanish-conscious 
last 25 years, is editor and publisher | 4™¢"! a1 Album of Familiar Mus Dr. | 5 Mother @' Mina’ Pailin rh Baby rage Ceparture of web prexy William Paley for South America, resulted 
of the Cleveland Livestock News. inetei's ‘Mr. Keen, racer of Lan wer tony HPS Chemical ‘Young | eee ere that praiser Marie Houlihan spouts the stuff like a native, for 

sro quaker Oats ‘Girl Alone.’ Many years having handled Latin correspondence for an export firm. 
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~ Last Week in New York 





In the spot broadcasting field last week the activity was mostly de- 
voted to renewing accounts already on the air. 

As for possible newcomers availability feelers were put out by Con- 
gress Cigar (Marschalk & Pratt) and American Razor (Federal). Latter 
talked about news and sports periods, 








Old Gold Sponsors 


em 


Sportscasts 


Via WHN, Gotham Units Drop 








New York units were droopy the 
past week, with local and national 
spot registering almost identical 
losses to pare the total figure to 
minus 0.6%. 

WHN: Jacob Ruppert Brewery, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, daily 
spot announcements, four weeks; 
National Prayer and Prophecy Con- 
ference, half-hour religious broad- 
cast by Rev. Howard Springer; Roxy 
theatre, through Kayton-Spiero, 18 
announcements for ‘Tin Pan Alley’; 
F. W. Woolworth Co., through Lynn 
Baker, 18 spots; P. Lorillard Co. 
(Old Gold); Dick Fishell’s nightly 
sports; Adam Hat Stores, 17 station 
break announcements weekly for 
five weeks. 

WMCA: F. W. Woolworth Co., 
through Lynn Baker, 18 announce- 
ments; Jests, Inc., through Joseph 
Katz, renewal for 22 broadcasts; St. 
George hotel, through E. T. Howard, 
renewal for one month of participa- 
tion in ‘Rise and Whine’; Bond 
Clothing, through Neff-Rogow, 16 
announcements; Sachs Quality Fur- 
niture, 24 quarter-hour programs 
weekly for 52 weeks; Flag Pet Food 
Corp., through Sternfield-Godley, 
one 15-minute program weekly, 52- 
week contract; The Newspaper PM, 
Inc., through Compton Advertising, 
113 announcements. 

WNEW: Roxy theatre and/or 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp., 
through Kayton-Spiero, ‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom,’ three 15-minute 
broadcasts weekly; Aladdin Home 
Appliance Corp., through Scheer | 
Advertising Agency, ten-minute | 
broadcasts, six times weekly, 13- | 
week contract; Philco Distributors, | 
Inc., through Frank Quinn Advertis- | 
ing, 100-word announcements, four | 
weeks; F. W. Woolworth Co., through 
Lynn Baker, 18 announcements for | 
one week; Brenner Bros., through 
Lester Harrison Associates, 50 an- 
nouncements, four weeks; Compagnie | 
Parisienne, through Northwest Radio 
Advertising, five minutes, Tuesday 
through Saturday for one week. 

WQXR: Joseph Martinson & 
Company, through Al Paul Lefton, 
‘Quincy Howe—news commentator,’ 
quarter-hour program twice weekly; | 
Schrafft’s Stores, increased schedule | 
for ‘Dinner Concerts’ and daily spot 
announcements; The Newspaper PM, 
through Compton Adv., 186 spot an- 
nouncements over period of two 
weeks to promote articles by Ralph 
Ingersoll. 





[__Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 

195 11,416 7,870 19,481 | 
195 11,491 7,914 19,600 

* —0.7% —0.6% —0.6% | 

—— 

*No change. 

(Included; = WHI "MC ‘NEW 

woxn, ed WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 





DETROIT UNIT GAINS 
IN LIGHTWEIGHT DIV. 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

Almost imperceptible, but on the 
healthy side, were the changes re- | 
corded last week in Detroit. While 
there were only fractional changes, | 
they were upward in all categories. | 

The slight change in figures reflects 
no letup in sales campaigning, for | 
business is on a high level here and | 
maintaining an even keel is quite a 
trick. Network, local and national 
Spot all continued in the same pro- 
portion in making their slight gains 
even if this is the normally heavy 
season for sput buying. No appre- 
Ciable change in figures is antici- 
pated here before February, since 
January store sales will compensate 
the present added hypo from the de- 


partment stores for the Christmas 
season. 





“as Want 


| RS pee 
__Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 


Network Local National Tota 
Units ational Total 





Units Spot Units Units 
9375 11.873 4.661 25,909 | 
9318 11.791 4,644 25.753 | 
+06% 407% 40.4% 10.6% | 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WIR. WMDBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 


| Local 


| Delight 


vv 


SEATTLE STEADY 





Continues Climb—Nat’l 
Spot Unchanged 





Seattle, Dec. 3. 
Local biz continues to gain here, 
with the outlook good for steady 
holiday increase. The slight drop in 
web figures was not enough to cut 
down total units appreciably. 


| Noy. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,610 10,922 746 17,278 
5,625 10,823 746 17,194 

—0.3% +0.9% a + 0.5% 
* No change. 

(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





UNITS OFF, BUT 
SAN ANTON’S 
YEAR BIG 


San Antonio, Dec. 8. 
Though web and national spot 





| took a tumble this week, many old- 


timers repeat the prediction that this 
will be the best year for San An- 
tonio radio sales since way back 
when. 


WOAI: B. C. Headache Powders, | 


through Harvey Massengale, _re- 
newal for a total of 364 announce- 
ments; Calavo Growers of America, 


| through Lord & Thomas, five-minute | 
| special program of Leona Bender's | 


‘Women’s Page of the Air’ each 
Tuesday and Saturday from Nov 
30 to Jan. 21; Chrysler Corp. (Ply- 


mouth cars), through J. Stirling 
Getchell, 13 one-hundred word an- 
nouncements; Texas Shade and Blind 
Co., one announcement per day for 
one year, direct; renewal, San An- 
tonio Brewing Association, through 
Pitluk Adv.; Corwin Riddel’s 10 p.m. 
newscasts to Nov. 29, 1941; Wesson 
Oil & Snowdrift Sales Co., through 


Fitzgerald Adv. Co., six daily time | 


signals, alternately for the two prod- 


lucts, Dec. 2 to March 1, 1941; Mrs 


Bohnet’s Bakery, quarter-hour stu- 


dio program through Thomas Con- | 


roy Co., titled ‘This Is America’; 
Humble Oil & Refining, through 
Texas Quality Network, two football 
games 

KABC: Liberty Mills for Heart's 
Flour, sponsorship of the 
Kerrville-Austin regional football 
game: Mutual Finance Co., one spot 
per day; Dr. John Golly, 104 five- 
minute programs; Magnolia Finance 


Co., one announcement per day: 
Midget Auto Races, one per day; 
Drive-In Theatre, four extra an- 


nouncements this weekend; Wolff & 
Marx Department Store, seven addi- 
tional announcements; Mangels 
Dress Shop, 10 additional announce- 
ments: Interstate Theatres, quarter- 
hour preview of ‘Bittersweet’ which 
opens here at the Majestic Saturday 
(Dec. 7): Anti-City Manager Plan 
Group, quarter-hour; Solo-Serve De- 
partment Store, four announcements 


Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23. 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,008 9,518 1,185 Wy Beh ee 
7,775 9,292 1,195 18,262 

—9.9% 424% —0.8% —3% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAT) 


Bank Sponsors Basketball 


Ft. Wayne, Dec. 8. 
For the third consecutive season, 








| the Lincoln National Bank & Trust 


Co. here has bought the complete 
WGL basketball schedule—a total of 
30 games, played from Nov. 22 to 
Feb. 22. 

John Hackett and Hillard Gates 
will again handle the mike assign- 
ment for the series. 


SALT LAKE PEPPY 


Lecal Climbs 





Fast—Total 
Up 3% 


Figure 





Salt Lake City, Dec. 3. 

Local biz did some fancy climbing 
here, attaining a neat 11.8%. Though 
national spot didn’t quite get over 
the line, it inched close enough to 
help boost the total several steps 
above the previous week. 

KDYL: Coca-Cola, through D’Arcy 
Adv., 260 quarter-hour programs, 
one-year contracts; General Cigar, 
| through Federal Advertising Co., 26 
| quarter-hour programs; Carter's 
Pills, through Spot Broadcasting Co., 
| renewal 260 one-minute announce- 
|; ments; Shapiro’s Pay & Take Mar- 
ket, 52 fifty-word announcements; 
Miller & Ellison, 52 twenty-five word 
announcements; DeLuxe Glass, seven 
| Xmas-Tree participations; Les TYay- 
| lor Motor, eight tie-ins to Kalten- 








born; Bower’s Home Furnishings, 
eight Gift Selector participations; 
Stokermatic, 12 hundred-word an- 


;nouncements weekly; Scott Hard- 
| ware, 13 fifty-word announcements; 
Leonard Circle Inn, 52 tie-ins on 
Telequest; Burbidge Coal, 52 five- 
minute programs; O. C. Tanner Jew- 





;|elry, eight Gift Selector participa- 


| tions; Hanco Furniture Store, 165 
| fifty-word announcements and 3l 
one-minute spots. 

KSL: Morton Salt Company, 
; through Klau-Van Pietersom-Dun- 
| lap, 30 five-minute announcements; 
|Calavo Growers of California, 
| through Lord & Thomas, 16 hun- 
dred-word announcements on ‘Linda 

Lee’ program; Railway Express, 
through Caples Co., increased sched- 
ule; Hudson Bay Fur Co., two quar- 
ter-hours per week; Arthur Frank, 
increased schedule of present day- 
time spots. 

KUTA: Ed Lewis Realty Company, 
10-minute weekly programs, 52 
times; Brant’s Photographic Studio, 
13 spots; Elder Electric, 26 spots; 
Cruser Jewelry, 26 spots; Arden 
Dairy, five additional spots per week; 
Southeast Furniture, three announce- 
iments daily; Hotel Utah, through Ad- 
Craftsmen, daily spots; Furmbilt 
Rosen, 52 Class A spots; Mrs. J. G. 
| McDonald-Candy Co., 26 five-minute 
|Class A programs; Utah Power & 
Light, ranewal daily spots; Warren 
|Radio, direct, 26 spot announce- 
iments; Zinick Sporting Goods, four 
weather reports per week. 

. Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 | 











|Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,738 2,738 622 11,098 
7,697 2,449 628 10,774 
4+05% 411.8% -—0.9% 143% 

| (Included KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


| Siivinaiteninyindagcainediniia 


CHI INACTIVE: 
TOTAL STATIC 


Chicago, Dec. 38. 


There was a dearth of activity here | 


ithe past week, which resulted in ‘no 
gain, no loss’ for both web and total 
figures. Local biz managed a slight 
istep upwards, while national spot 
slipped back several notches. 


WGN: Coca-Cola Co., two station- | 
break announcements daily six days | 


a week, through William Wisdom 
agency; San Alto Cigar Co., station- 
|break announcements twice weekly, 
ithrough Spector-Goodman; Salerno- 


Megowen Biscuit Co., four station- | 


break announcements daily, through 
Schwimmer & Scott; Stevens Co. re- 
newed weekly 15-minute news pro- 
gram. ° 


WJJD: Rubins, 15-minute daily 
strip of ‘Laugh Music Hall,’ through 
Malcolm-Howard; Joy Candy Shops, 
50-word announcements daily till 
further notice, through Malcolm- 
Howard: Household Magazine, 30 
minutes daily on ‘Sunshine Jubilee,’ 
through Presba, Fellers & Presba; 
Billy Stone Co., quarter-hours Sun- 
days, through the Julian Frank 
lagency: Willys Illinois Co., 10 an- 


nouncements weekly. 
| Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 9,825 6,066 11,010 26,901 
| 9,825 6,050 11.022 26,897 
* 403% 0.1% *| 
* No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Men Store Uses WEBR 


Buffalo, Dec. 3. 

Posmantur’s men’s store going in 
heavy for ether plugs. 

Takes two 15-minute spots of pop 
record-spinning on WEBR each day, 
plus a daily half-hour of WGR’s 
‘Musical Clock.’ 


KGO-KPO Co-op Stunt Snares 
Radio-Shy Accts.; Frisco Spotty 


* 
+> 








CINCY TOTAL RISES 


Santa Jogs 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. 
Highlight of the week is NBC's 
Local Biz—Coca-Cola unique promotional stunt which ree 
Buys WKRC |mmeretals has netted four new come 








— mercials for KGO-KPO. Dre: 
_ Cincinnati, Dec. 3. | up by v.p. Al Nelson, gag had — 
Yule blurbing marked up another | cast and technical crew of ‘The Ene 
advance last week for total biz. Jump |terprising West’ Stage a pre-broad- 
in local units exceeded drops on net- | cast preview of the latest chapter bee 
work and spot accounts. | fore 600 members of the Commercial] 
New Santa sponsor on WKRC is the | Club, Senior and Junior Chambers of 
Coca-Cola Blottling Co. of Cincin- | Commerce and the Stock Exchange 
nati, which started a series of week- |representing the cream of Frisco’s 
day 30-minute programs, in addition | biz and money crowd. Show ar- 
to its Monday through Friday run of | ranged originally through the Stock 
| quarter-hour e.t. sessions by Singin’| Exchange, has a different sponsor 
Sam. Account placed through Ches-|each week, and the chapter pree 
ter C. Moreland agency. viewed was underwritten by the Em- 











| Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 ||Porlum (huge Frisco department 
Network Local National Total | St©Te), the half-hour skit dramatizing 
Units Units Spot Units Units |“"™'s history. Boys were so ime 
6590 10,300 6,989 23,879 Pressed that after the preview the 
6,720 10,086 6996 23.302 | Emporium bought another show, the 
—19% 421% —O0.1% 40.3% | Crocker bank, which never uses 


|radio, opened negotiations, and two 
other firms also are mulling new Pproe 
grams. All of which isn’t a bad day’s 


| work. 
°) KFRC is quoting figures from Ere 
9, win, Wasey on Carnation Ice Cream's 
jlocal sponsorship of ‘The Shadow,’ 
NEW ST ATION data revealing that special plugging 


of a special flavor pulled 50% greater 


(Included: WCPO, WKRc, WLW, WSAI) 





sales than anything ever before ofs 
fered by the company. Plugging of 
a mystery special in September 
topped August returns by 90%. 

Don Lee outlet also carries what's 
claimed to be the largest local ace 
= west of Chicago, three 10- 

: minute news periods daily for - 
Baltimore, Dec. 3. den’s, a total of three coal a ak 

Local and national spot carries the Now in its fourth year, show hee 
ball here, upping total take 2.4%. burned up 590 hours to date for the 
Some added department store activ- | present sponsor, with a total of 3,543 
ity reported by WCAO, with the) broadcasts. McCann-Erickson is the 
Hub and Benesch stores continuing agency. 
spot usage. KPO: California Grown Sugar 

Tom Tinsley’s new 250-watt sta- | Group, through Botsford, Constan- 
tion being readied with call letters|tine & Gardner, 78 participations, 
set as WITH. Transmitter site al- | “Home Forum’; Campbell Cereal Co, 
ready selected and studio space in| (for Malto Meal), through H. W 
the downtown sector being negoti- | Kastor & Sons, Chicago, five spots} 
ated. Will strive for strictly local|Southern Pacific Co. (railroad) 
program and ad appeal at low rates. | through Lord & Thomas, four quar- 
Staff now in the making. | ter-hour transcriptions. 

WFBR: Remington-Rand, through; KGO: California Grown Sugar 
Leeford Adv. Agency, three a. M.|/Group, through Botsford. Constan- 
and two nighttime spots a week: /tine & Gardner, 78 participations, 
Dodge Motors, via Ruthrauff &/)‘Ann Holden’s Forum’; Health Foods, 














| Ryan, nightly transcribed spots. ‘Inc. (for restaurant), direct, 13 par- 
| WCAO: Isaac Benesch Department | ticipations, ‘Ann Holden’s Forum’; 


| Store, throu ri 
» through David Lampe, 54) Hirsch & Kaye (opticians), t 
apots; Hub Department Store, 12), ong ‘Atvertixied fy isets » eo 
spots. | KSFO: Dr. Campbell (denti 
WBAL: S. W. Woolworth Co. Se een 


through Rufus Rhoades, 21 spots 
weekly, 52 weeks; National Funding 
Corp., L. A. (loans), two 10-minute 
newscasts daily, 52 weeks: Par Soap, 
ments; Chesapeake Cadillac We. \cceknas eee” aeaaeaeee 
through Brown-Alexander, 56 spots.|; >. vy ore 


————_ + —..___—____— | League,’ 26 weeks. 
Nov. 20 Compared to Nov. 23 KFRC: Roma Wine, through Ce- 


| through Lynn Baker Co., 18 one- 
| minute announcements; Maryland 
Trust Co., via Emory Adv. Agency, 
12 seventy-five-word announce- 


| Network Local National Total sana & Associates, 30 spots; also ex- 

Units Units Spot Units Units tension for.52 broadcasts of twice- 
| 8,820 5,102 1,908 15,830 | weekly ‘What Do You Think’ quarter. 
| 8,860 4,835 1,767 15,461 /\hour to include Utah network, 
| —0.5% +5.5% +8% +2.4% |KOVO, KLO, KEUB; San Francisco 
WFBR) WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, | Bank, direct, three quarter-hours for 


own choral group; North American 

|Accident Co. (insurance), through 

Franklin Bruck, N. Y., six five-min- 

ute spots. 

|| Nov. 30 Compared to Nov. 23 _ | 
National Tota 


Montreal Air Contracts 


Montreal, Dec. 3. 


| Ronalds Advertising Agency spot- | Network Local 





ting ‘Story Time Lady’ (transcrip-| . Units Units Spot Units Units 
tion) series over Canadian Marconi | 11,225 3,557 2,656 17,438 
|station CFCF for Reliable Toy, for | 11,225 3,876 2,347 1A 
period of 13 weeks. Ronalds has —8.2% +13.2% 
|alsa booked the football games over ee 
'CFCF for Canadian Industrial Al- | No change. 

| (included: KFRC KGO, KJBS KPO, 


cohol (Maple Leaf anti-Freeze). KSFO) 


New commercials over Canadian ‘asa saediaiaiaaaianaa ils 
Marconi station CFCF include ‘Pub- WILLYS-OVERLAND CUTS 
lic Opinion,’ from stage of the Seville 


theatre for Alka-Seltzer (Cookfield- 
Brown Agency): ‘World of Today’ 
(transcriptions) for ‘Liberty’ (Cock- 
field-Brown); Ronson Lighters, spots, | 
(Cecil & Presbrey, N.Y.); National 
\Drug & Chemicals (A. McKim ‘ 
Agency): Father John’s, spots, (Mc- | Series of one-minute spots for the 
| Connell, Eastman); Listerine, ‘Green | "€W ‘Americar’ auto. Handled 
'Hornet’ transcriptions (Lambert & through the U. S. Advertising agency 


Feasley, N.Y.): Imperial Tobacco Co., | of Toledo. , ; ° 
| Records are being sliced at the 


- DISCS AT NBC, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Willys-Overland Co. cutting a 














hockey broadcasts, (Whitehall). , 4 
| | NBC recording studios here. 
| 
Christmas Special ’ 
| P Peach Growers’ Budget 
H Des Moines, Dec. 3. | 
| A dozen or more merchants are | 
|sponsoring a musical show over | Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 3. 


|KSO, Des Moines, Iowa, to run from| Radio expected to get slice of 
| Thanksgiving until Christmas, with | South Carolina Peach Growers As- 
ithe last two weeks given over to sociation’s huge 1941 advertising oute _ 
contests. This is the sixth year the |lay. Bulk of coin is spent in nortu;, ° 
‘program has been used. The broad-'ern and eastern marketing areas. 
leasts are tagged “The Christmas | Crop annually nets several million 
| Tree.’ | dollars. 

| Marion Schissel, the director of} Advertising plans will be worked 
women’s affairs for KSO-KRNT, is! out at series of meetings starting in 
‘in charge. | December. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Damon Runyon, syndicated columnist, has become one of the most vig- 
erous advocates of ASCAP’s case in the current battle wit! 


a 





Recently 


1 radio. 


Neville Miller, president of the National Association, wired Runyon, in 
answer to a previous column on the subject, that the prime issue in the 
ptesent battle concerned the broadcasters’ refusal to pay ASCAP fo! 
music on all commercial programs regardless of whether they contained 
music. In reply to this Runyon wrote that Broadcast Music itself has 
established a system of payment exactly like ASCAP’s and that with radio 
now owning its own music material through BMI it assumes the position 
becoming both the seller and the user. ‘Assuming,’ stated Runyon, ‘that 


radio will tax the air advertisers for the use of BMI material, even though 
at a lesser rate than ASCAP stuff calls for, while at the same time charging 
the advertiser for the air, we have to admire the ingenuity of an arrange- 
ment that puts radio in a position of getting it coming and going.’ 


Pathe last week sought to obtain gratis a license for the use in the song, 
‘There Will Always Be an England,’ for a special subject in which it fea- 
tures the Dionne Quints on the ground that a portion of the profits on the 
shgrt would be contributed to the Briish War Relief Fund. Irwin Dash, 
who owns the tune, couldn't see this angle as justifying cuffo permission 
since the Quints were to get half the profits. Dash set $250 as the fee and 
took the position that 1f the tune were used and paid for he himself could 
do the contributing to the BWRF. Until a year ago Dash was actively in 


the publishing business in England, but Is now operating from his New 
York office with Reg Connelly. 
Both Max Dreyfus, of Chappell & Co., and Herman Starr, of the War- 


ner Bros.’ publishing group, express themselves puzzled over Metro’s 
announcement that it has boucht the film rights to the current tune, ‘The 
Last Time I Saw Paris,’ for the ‘Lady Be Good’ production. The song, by 
Jeerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, II, is owned by the Dreyfus firm. 

The rights to ‘Lady Be Good’ were bought by Metro from Harms, Inc., 
one of the WB firms, and under the contra .t for the rights Harms must 
control any tune interpolated into the film’s score which is not less than 
three vears old. Through this provision ‘The Last Time’ is barred from 
becoming part of the filmusical unless Chappell assigns the rights to Harms, 
Inc. 


as 


Nick and Charlie Kenny have signatured another year's contract with 
Leo Feist, Inc. Becomes effective Jan. 6, 1941. It had been rumored that 
the duo might gu with either Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., or back to Irving 
Berlin, Inc. 


TOMMY DORSEY EAST 


a 





Widow of Inventor Sues 


, Goes Into Paramount, N. Y., with 
Capehart on Automatic ie Seas, 


Tommy Dorsey finishes his current 





Record Changing Gadget eaeee 


Pal 


Dec. 11 and flies his entire band into 


stand at the ladium, Los Angeles, 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 3. 
Trial of the royalty suit of heirs of 


~~ , |New York on the 13th. Outfit will 
4] rt t ati sonog?ral ‘ : 
Ralph R. Erbe, automatic phonograph lay off until the 18th when it starts 


record changing device inventor, 


against tne Capehart Company, Fort 
Wayne, which has been in progress 


at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., with 
Fred Allen-Jack Benny picture ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor.’ Nicholas Bros. 


in Circuit Court here for several dancing act in on the same bill. 
weeks, was resumed Monday (2), be- Though the Par’s present film, 
fore Judge Harry H. Hilgemann. The ‘Northwest Mounted Police’ holds 


heirs seek to collect $5 royalty for | over for five weeks overall the stage 


each Capehart automatic phonograph | show it started with is replaced 
manufactured, in which they claim | today (Wednesday) by Ray Her- 


Erbe’s invention is being substan- 
tially used. 


beck’s band, Rosemary Lane, and the 
Inkspots. Red Skelton also holds. 


Chief plaintiff is widow as guard- Dorsey’s place at ihe Palladium is 
fan of their children under the pro- | taken by Artie Shaw who in turn Is 


visions of the husband’s will. 
Anna M. Small, widow of the late 
Thomas W. Small, automatic phono- 


followed by Glen Gray, Jan. 22. 


graph record changing device inven- JUKEBOXES BACK: 
tor, as executrix of his will and ad- ? 
ministratrix of his estate, meantime 


FORGET OLD LAW 


has filed suit for $6,000 judgment for 


royalties allegedly due her against _ 
the Farnsworth Corp. in Circuit Chicago. Dec. 3 
Court at Fort Wayne. Mrs. Small ee hee te 
claims her husband some time prior City council last week legalized 
to Aug. 14, 1939, designed an im- | jukeboxes, after the coin machines 
provement on a record changing had been silenced for a number of 
mechanism for disk phonograph ne , 

pee or i lay following the discovery of a 
records and applied for a patent for : 


statute 


siot 


7 : prohibiting entertainment 
it Oct. 5, 1939. She declares that on . s 
Aug. 14, 1939, the Farnsworth Corp. 


entered into a written contract with 


} 


machines. 
Mayor and Council 


the 


concurred on 


her husband, to use his record chang- notion of the general public 

ing device improvement on their | Wanted the mu ic-box entertainment, 

automatic phonograph. She claims | 4d they were in no mind to thwart 
> the Farnsworth company made full te desires of the spending public 


settlement with Small for all devices san Se 








/ manilfactiread "17 » 1 109 

yw manufactured up to De ol, 1939. . ° 
~ e » bs 4 
ie tens believes the company | Buffalo Police Checking 
manufactured 20,000 of the device . 
from Dec. 31, 1939, to Aug. 14, 1940, At the Turnstile 
on which royalties amounting to Buffalo, Dec. 3 
$7,000 would be due. She claims they} Blue Barron, playing police ball 
have only paid $1,663.60, leaving he to 1 heftv } e nl 
$5,336.40 due, and asks judgment fo1 ; ween 
. ¢ > imtn Ho! Y find 11 hoe hi . 
this amount plus interest. into poricemen's fund but the blue- 

Se eee ; coats arent sure yet how much. 


Tap was one dollar per and Bar- 
ron drew somewhere between 10,000 
and 12,000 persons. Cops had their 


PAN-AMERICAN MUSIC 





A LAWYER’S SECRET own men on the turnstiles and 
mechanism got jammed, so they’re 
| making a recount to see how many 


Albany, Dec. 3. | Passed the wickets. 
Pan-American Music Corp. has 
been chartered to conduct a music ° 
pub! shing business with principal Omaha Union Elects 
offices in New York. Capital stock Omaha, Dec. 3 
is 200 shares, no par value. hr , P wel 
ithest & Githert of NY. were! Pete Christman, veteran local mu 
the Jing attorneys. aang 





has been reelectea president 
of Local 70, Omaha Musicians Asso- 
ciation (A.F.M.). Ernest Nordin, old- 
time vaudeville theatre leader, was 
reelected vice-president, 





{ “Seancis Gilbert, of the above firm, 
declined to disclose the identity of 
the client involved. Among G & G’s 


cilents in the music business are Other reelections. were Harold 
€arl Fischer, Inc., Irving Berlin, Inc.,; Pace as recording secretary, and 
G. Schirmer and Brégman, Vocco & , Mike M. Chaloupka, financial secre- 
Corn. tary and treasurer. 
4 | 
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Letter From Jack Hylton 











London, Nov. 10. 
VARIETY 


business 


Editor, 
Music 
and 


< 


from 


here is very quiet 
little help 
the people 
are in shelters, ete., from dusk until 
dawn, therefore there not much 
of the listening public for the popu- 


they are getting very 


the radio because 


is 


lar stuff 
We were all surprised to know 
that Jimmy Campbell had left. I 


was with him and a lot of other peo- 
ple in the music business at a big 
theatrical event one night, until the 
early hours of the morning. The 
next day we heard he had gone 
without saying a word to anybody. 

I very much miss my trips to the 
States, but Munich interfered with it 
a couple of years ago, and of course 


the war the last 12 months. Must 
say that I had a definite yen to be 
over there; particularly did I want 


to see the World's Fair. 
But really I am doing very well 


here, running as many as 15 shows, 


covering the London Philharmonic 
| Orchestra, B. B. C. Productions, the 
last Palladium show, many bands, 
straight plays including Marie Tem- 
pest in ‘Dear Octopus,’ ete., but in 
any event I would not like to leave 
here until this job is done I am 
also Director of Bands for the 
Troops. 

I am glad to read from time to 
time of Alec Templeton’s success, 
and Pat O'Malley, although I have 
not had a line from them since ! 
| left the States, when they left my 


| band. Jack Hylton. 


PEER SCORES POINT 


IN BRADFORD'S SUIT 


' 
| Southern Music Publishing Co 
won the first skirmish of a court bat- 


tle last week, when N. Y. supreme 
court Justice Isidor Wasservogel de- 
nied an application of Perry Brad- 
ford to examine Southern Music's 


president, Ralph S. Peer, before trial 
Suit seeks $3,000.000 damages and is 
directed against Gene Buck, a 


presl 
dent of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishe 
as well. 

Bradford suing urviving di- 
rector and_=stockholde of Perry 
Bradford, Inc.. and as assignee of 
Perry Bradford Music Publishing 
Corp., Acme Music Publishing Co. 
and of Blues Music Co Plaintiff 
claims that Southern Music lent 
him $100, and took 39 sone of the | 
| plaintiff corporations as _ security 


According to Bradford, the money 
was to be returned in 60 days as 
were the rights to the mgs, ane 


royaltie be credited against 


| the $100, with extras in excess of 
| the amount, given to him. Despite 
| the fact that he offered the $100 to 
the defendant, Southern, if refused to 
turn over the songs, and ASCAP a 
well as Southern have realized large 
profits in royalties from them, piain 
tiff claim: Defense asserts song 


had no value. 


100 Berlin Songs 
| In Book Next Year 


Random House will 


publish 100 of 
Irving Berlin’s 


songs, with footnotes 
ietvssnibina ansnm ’ 

caedbunking some of them, plus other 
heretofore unpub] 


inpublished 


memoranda. 


It will be primed for Xmas 1941 re- 
lease. 
| Meantime Simon & Scl er is j 
uling a ‘Famous So ’ caval | ) 
11m tL evel ime ) 
Be ( ( 
1 B | f ¢ ) i 
YT 0 \ ral ne l OL€ 
| We + I ] , e ; 
ifter the ASCAP latior ttled 
it wanting to pet cor plicated 
He bri yack ‘Th Is a Gra 
Country’ w he feel on ap 
i i rr bette t in ‘God Ble Amer- 
ica,’ along with ‘In Old San Juan’ 
and ‘Everybody Knows But Me.’ 
>. 
- Hocker Runs Dell Series 
| iene 
Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 
| C. David Hocker, 29-year-old presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
Philadelphia Opera Company, has 
been named manager of the Robin 
Hood Dell summer concerts for next 


season. Hocker, 
of a major in the 
country, was approved by unanimous 
vote of the Robin Hood Dell board 

Next year’s ies has been as- 
sured, with much of the $10.000 defi- 
cit, incurred during the 1940 season, 


youngest 1 
concert 


nanage1 
eries 


erie 


wiped out by the sale of symphomiec 
records by the Philadelphia Musie 
Apprec atio; : ) 

; 


Drop ‘Most Played’ Box Pro Tem — 


Starting with this issue, and until the music situation is setiled 





” we 
way or the other, as between ASCAP and BMI, the usual boxed 
capitulation of ‘most played tunes’ is omitted from Vanriery. Under 


existing conditions the news value to the trade seems to be lost. the 
net effect of tabulations under the confusion of the next weeks prob- 
ably being negligible, 

Variety will resume publication of ‘Most Played’ 
something like comparative focus is possible. 


recaps @S soon 33 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Tunes below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order 





popularity, whose recordings are being played.) 
ROE WINGO hake vions 00596400085 Berne CPOROYy <.66 ssa. ..++-Decca 
Bi Og ed ote e hae eet pos Feet ss ge | ee Decea 
3. Practice Makes Perfect.......... Bob Chester ....... Bluebird 
C-SI OPOWOE bs oii oa 640 bes reins’ Bing Crosby .. Decea 
5. Ferryboat Serenade............ Andrews Sisters ...... .. Decca 
S. Wee Os i ccenehesexesnchavteds eo gO ee re .. Decca 
} Tommy Dorsey . Victor 
7. Beat Me Deaay..c.ccccs , Wil! Bradley Columbia 
} Andrews Sisters . Decca 
Bob Crosby ...... Decca 
8. Down Argentine Way............ ) Leo Reisman ... Victor 
| Pancho ee .«.Decea 
O. Rhumboeeie 6 .ikisaces: . | Andrews Sisters . Decca 
} Woody Herman .Decea 
{| Tommy Tucker Okeh 
We EE OIG icc ac pass vaonsss ens Will Bradley Columbia 


| Woody Herman 


TUNES GAINING FAVOR 


| (These tunes are directly below the first 10 in popularity but growing 
| in demand on the coin muchines, and appear to be on their way to the 
top.) 


seee Dece i 


1. Five o’Clock Whistle ............ { Ella Fitzgerald .......... «...Decea 
PGRIO BEOP ces ccewrons Bluebird 
R CORSA Ook ci xd tk ee caxee es {Glenn Miller ........ Biuebird 
) Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
9S. Swe Dreams Met «cc ccsscccesda } Tommy Dorsey ......... Victor 
} Eddy Duchin Columbia 
Bre SOE ikwccs eens aires { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
} Wayne King . » owibia wanes ee 
S. 5 hive You Bey Wore vécckvvicoss Oe a Okeh 
| Eddy Duchin Columbia 
6. Lay Me Down to Dream | Jack Leonard Okeh 
{ Andy Kirk .e- Decca 
} Guy Lombardo Decca 
1. Dees Valley vy kicsa i ceccesc. _jeammy Haye ...... . Victor 
} Frankie Masters ». Okeh 
8. One I Love ..... Tommy Dorsey . Victo 





CAHN-CHAPLIN SUE TO 
RECOVER THEIR SONG 


Music Notes 





Bronislaw Kaper gets the scoring 
job on ‘Four Cents a Word’ at Metro. 


— - 


Examination of Robert Gilmore, 
president of Schuster & Miller, In 
) in the N. Y. 


as result of an order of 


. } | , oD 
Larry Yoell, who wrote ‘Mother | °" Monday (2 


Nature’s Lullaby,’ is out as San Fran-/| court, 


supreme 


Justice 


cisco rep for Santly-Joy-Select and | william T. Collins. revealed an ac- 
the district will henceforth be cov- 


: . tion by Sammy Cahn and Saul Chap- 
ered from the firm’s Los Angeles of- . 


fice. lin against the corporate defendant 
_ Action seeks a court ruling on the 
ownersnl > ’ oT" Kit 
‘Till the Lights of London’ (Chap- Night a ad es Mtoe ae 
pell), new song by Eddie Pola and Plaintiff : ; a 
Tommy Connor, Britishers, being aintiffs wrote the song in 1956 
dedicated to Quentin Reynolds as|2"¢ assigned it to the defenda 
the symbol of American war corre- | ¥!t" the alleged Peers snat, i the 
| spondents covering the English capi- | 5?%8 Was not published in saleable 


tal form within 90 days, it was to revert 
back to the writers, 


y . oh ' x Q¢ hliche 
Herb Nacio Brown and Gus Kahn Ciaim is song was not published 


turned in three musical numbers for |2"4 after demanding its retu 

Metro’s ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ Songs are | 'ch was not granted, plaintit 
‘She Stepped Out of a Dream,’ ‘Min- Started the suit. Defendants i i 
nie from Trinidad’ and ‘We've Got | Sort answer claim to have fulfilled 


to Have Music.’ ill the terms of the agreement. 


Fred Stryker and Dave Oppen- ‘ 4 
heim are doing tunes and betas for UNTANGLE IN THE MOOD 
the next N.T.G. show at the Flor- raaig ts 
entine Gardens in Hollywood, titled | Joe Garland, Also Wingy Mannone, 
Broadway to Hollywood.’ Collect in Settlement 
- Jean Herbert, Don George and Vi » over the song ‘h \ 
eddy Hall have cleffed ‘Ridin’ on a! wu { , snaainl 
Rainbow,’ title tune for Gene At te { i“ vy oe “— 
le AU- | writer, Joe Garland, was paid ap 
rys next musical western at Re-j|p imately $3,500 in back royal! 
PUDIL and Wingy Mannone, bandleader, re 

-——--- 7. ‘d about $500 to settle his cla 

Frank Loesser, on loan from Para- | of inf ingement. Garland va 
mount, moved over to Republic to! player and sub-leader of the Lou 
team with Jule Styne on songs for | Armstrong band. ‘In the Mood,’ a 


‘Sis Hopkins.’ recorded by Gienn Miller, is one © 


the records generally credited w 
| helping to shove that band to the 
top last year, 





Mischa Violin scoring ‘Little Men’ 
for Towne and Baker at RKO. 


Heinz Roemheld composing back- 





Argument and subsequent lesa 
troubles came about when Mannon 








| ground music for ‘Invitation to Mur- | filed a claim against Garland and the 
der’ at Warners. |Lewis Musie Co., claiming that 
: ' | ‘Mood’ infringed on his ‘Tar Pape 
Al Newman finished score for Stomp.’ Lewis transferred its rights 
‘Hudson's Bay Co.’ at 20th-Fox andj to the song to Shapiro-Bernste! 
is recording background music. | supposedly because it wasn't in 2a 
—e 4 See | position to cope with Mannone’» 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff signed | claim. Transferring the rights, how- 
wae the musical score for ever, somehow confused the respec- 
‘Scattergood Baines’ at RKO. |tive companies on how much wa 
— |owed Garland in royalties on the 
Harry Peale and Allen Lair cleffed | tune. He enlisted legal aid. Gold 
Rg Gone’ for Manny Strand’s | farb. Mirenberg & ‘Vallon repre 
WAG, 


sented 


him, 





—— 
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ABELES BARTERS WITH BMI 





ASCP and Serious Music 





Aaron Copland wired Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, Monday (2) that he 
would not accept membership in ASCAP because the move served to 
‘obscure the real attitude of ASCAP toward the serious musicians and 
The American Composers Alliance, 
which I head,’ continued the telegram, ‘has tried in vain for over two 
years to obtain from you or your organization a genuine considera- 


the serious music of America. 


tion of the needs and problems of composers of serious music. 


Neither 


you nor the ASCAP committee which is nominally supposed to be 
considering this problem has been interested enough even to respond 
to our telegrams, no less to arrange an appointment for discussion.’ 

Copland’s complaint has for its basis the disinclination of ASCAP to 


introduce a licensing plan for concert halls. 


The reluctance has been 


due largely to the anticipation of a severe kickback from women’s 


clubs and musical organizations which, 


it was feared, might charge 


that ASCAP by imposing a fee tended to stifle the development of 
audiences for serious music in America. 








1,166 Songwriters, 140 Publishers 





That’s the Latest 


Census 


Count of ASCAP 


Membership 
+ 


Joe Davis, who sold out the firm 
bearing his name but subsequently 
formed Georgia Music Corp has been 
admitted to ASCAP membership. 
New writer-members in the Society 
bring the roster to 1,306, of which 
1,166 are songsmiths and 140 music 
pubs. 





New members include Eugene Or- | 


mandy, Aaron Copland, 
dini Bonelli, Jessie Moore Wise, Ida 
Bostelmann, Carl John Bostelmann, 
Clarence Kohlmann, Karl Flaster, 
Randall Thompson, Jimmy Dorsey, 
Benny Meroff, Walter O'Keefe, 
Buddy Kaye, Richard S. Kuhn, Cor- 
nelius C. Lawrence, 
Walter Bide Dudley, 


John H. Dens- 


more, George Ronald Brown, Edward | 


Clark, William A. Schroeder, Helen 
Trix, Oliver G. Wallace, Walter 
Bishop, W. Edward Breuder, Nelson 
Cogane, Adolph Deutsch, Jimmie 
Franklin, Kim Gannon, Francis Lu- 
ban, Enric Madriguera, Alice Rem- 
sen, Paul Rusincky, Bert Shefter, 
Gladys Shelley, Hugo Rubens, Kay 
anda 
* Prince, Jerry Kanner, Paul Green, 

la Fitzgerald. [Copland’s repudia- 
ie is detailed above. ] 

These 44 make 139 new additions 
in 1940 to the ASCAP membership. 


Edgar Leslie, Jack Mills 


Not in Harmony As 





Film Hypos Revivals, 


lills Music, Ine., has already felt 


Mort Greene, ! 


Sue Werner, Fred Waring, Hugh | 


Mona Mo-|} 


| 
| 
| 
| 








' 
the affect on sheet sales of the use 


of ‘America I Love’ in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox production, ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 
The orders poured in last week and 
the only version that the publisher 
could furnish was his regular black- 
and-white. Another edition with a 
new title page, but not associated 
with the film, was at the same time 
put into print. 

Edgar Leslie, who wrote the words 
“America I Love,’ has since the 
picture’s release talked around the 
trade about starting suit against the 
producer for not consulting him 
about its ve2. Jack Mills last week 
pointed ouc that there was nothing 
in the contract between Leslie and 
the original publsher, Waterson. 
Snyder & Berlin, from whom Mills 
acquired the rights in a bankruptcy 
sale, that called for such consulta- 
tion or permission. It was also dis- 
closed that because Leslie would not 


of 


consent to the producer’s picturing | 


one of the cast’s characters as writ- 
ing the song, ‘Get Out and Get Un- 
der’ the bit surrounding this num- 
ber was eliminated from the film. 
Similar consent had been asked of 
Leslie in the case of ‘America’ and 
this also the lyricist turned down. 


Awkward angle about this situation | 
is that a group of stills from the pic- | 


ture as carried in Life magazine in- 


cluded one of the scenes framed 
around ‘Get Out.’ 





Don Raye 
shoved 


York Sunday (1) to work on score 
of new Andrews Sisters’ film for 


Universal. They’re writers of ‘Beat 
Me Daddy,’ 


and Hughie Prince 


off for Coast from New! 





Socoiow With BMI 


A. Walter Socolow has joined the 
legal staff cof Broadcast Music, Inc. 


He used to be associate attorney 
for the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists and did work for 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers on mechanical rights. 


Tops In Gall 
Is Jukebox 
Payoff Hint 


The music publishers are burned 
up at a jukebox association’s bid for | 
preference of tunes, 











Y 
4 


listed on the coin machines in their 


group. 
It’s 


chiseling and, while the music men 


realize it would undermine the coin | 


machines more than’ themselves 
through stocking them with inferior 
tunes, rather than on the merits of 
the songs and renditions, they’re an- 
noyed at the effrontery of this pro- 
posal. 


suggesting a | 
fee to encourage certain songs being | 


a new form of Tin Pan Alley | 





Put Over Once Before 





CASH NEEDED 





Edward B, Marks Music Corp. will 
probably close with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., on a deal whereby it will real- 
ize more than Marks has been aver- 


If 


per annum, this deal goes 
through, as seems likely, it will be 
the first big breakaway from 


ASCAP and may yet bring about a 
performing rights licensing deal be- 
tween the broadcasters and the 
Metro group of publishers (Robbins, 
Feist and Miller). Latter was the 
first big negotiation, embracing a 
$4,350,000 outright buy, with papers 
all drawn and ready for signaturing 
until the radio people balked at put- 
ting up so much coin. 

The broadcasters are strong for 
the Marks deal because of its cata- 
log of some 15,000 copyrights of 
standard and popular music that 
runs the gamut from Lehar and 
Lincke to Eliseo Grenet and Ernestro 
Lecuana. 

Abeles’ Clients 
’ Attorney J. T. Abeles, copyright 
counsel for the Metro music inter- 
|ests, who started that deal also 
| handling the Marks negotiations. He 
iis said to have a couple of other 

ASCAP holdouts in line for possible 
BMI alignment. 

There was talk cf a Mills Music 
breakaway to BMI, under some spe- 
|cial hookup, despite Mills’ renewal 
with ASCAP some five months ago 

The Loew-Metro people, viewing 
| their music adjunct as an exploita- 
| tion medium essentially, although 
they have realized plenty of profit 
since going into the music business, 
are known to be critical of ASCAP’s 
attitude which forced the broad- 
casters into the music publishing 
business—a business in which, once 
they’re in, they'll probably continue, 
and thus to the detriment of the es- 








is 





tablished Tin Pan Alleyites. Metro 
also wants that radio plug for its 
filmusicals and doesn’t care if it 
comes through ASCAP or BMI 


channels, so long as it’s not throttled 
| at the mike source, 


SELL IT3 CATALOG 


That Might Also Cue Metro 
Group Sale Which Abeles 
Also Handled and Nearly 


| hospital, New York, recovering from | | 
| head injuries he sustained when | 


aging from the American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publishers | 





£ 4 MARK ARKS MAY | Al Treasury Decisions Pin It 


On Orchestra Leader So A.F.M. 
lls Huddle on Security Tax 





Car Hits Bernie Pollack | 


Bernie Pollack, professional man- | 
ager of Mills Music, is in Bellevue | 





by a car Friday (29) afternoon. He’s 
brother of songwriter Lew Pollack. | 


Accident occurred at 50th street | 
and Broadway, N. Y. 


Copyright Owners 
Get First Cut On 





| 





Bkpt. Discs Sale 


Through an order issued by the | 
Federal courts in N.Y. and Scranton, | 
copyright owners will have first call 


for their royalties on the money de- | 





rived from sale of some 200,000 rec- 
ords by the Scranton Record Man- 
and the U. S. Record 
in bank- 
ruptcy proceedings. The order was 
obtained by Sidney William Watten- 
berg, counsel for Harry Fox, agent 
and trustee, who had issued the li- 
censes for the music in these rec- | 
ords. 


ufacturing Co. 


Corp., currently involved 


In acting to protect the publishers 
coneerned Fox contended that the 
copyright owners’ royalties consti- | 
tute a No. 1 lien or claim and that 
in the event the record surplus was 
disposed of in a quick turnover at | 
reduced prices the royalties should 
come off the top of the proceeds. 
Under the court order the copyright 
owner can insist upon being paid at | 
the fnll contract rate. Royalties in- 
volved are estimated at $4, 000. 


Irwin Dash publishes ‘Save a Littl 


Sunshine’ and ‘Memories Live poseus 
Than Dreams,’ inadveftently listed 
last week in the London Radio 
(BBC) plugs as being respectively 


published by Lafleur and Noel Gay. | 
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ithe New York 


| deadline of 


|for the latter. 


|took steps to contact Mr. Petrillo. 
‘Carl Bly, Syracuse local AFM chief, 
| took no other action but to relay the 
| complaints. 


Heads of the leading band booking 
offices have been invited to meet 
with the executive board of the 
| American Federation of Musicians in 
Chicago tomorrow (Thursday) to 
discuss ways and means of protect- 
ing the membership on social secur- 
lity and unemployment insurance. 
Also the adoption of a standard form 
of contract for extended and one- 
night engagements. 


Problem of bringing the members 
of name bands under the Social Se- 
curity Act and state unemployment 
insurance laws has been the toughest 
one that the Federation has had to 
face in years. Rules handed down 


by Government officials have negated 


all attempts to make the employer 
responsible for the payment of so- 


,cial security. Each ruling has held 


that in the case of name bands the 
leader is the direct employer and 
since it is to him that the men in 
the band look for their salaries and 
tenure of employment the leader has 


| no other recourse but to pay the em- 


ployer’s share of social security. 
One way suggested for getting out 
of this legal dilemma involves mak- 
ing the contractor, the booking agent, 
the band’s employer and providing 


|for the employer’s share of the tax 


by increasing each musijcian’s scale 
sufficiently to cover it. This extra 
money would be turned over to the 
contractor, and he, in turn, would 
pay it to the Government. 

As for the standard form of book- 
ing contract, one was made up by 
local (802) earlier 
this year and put in the hands of 
the bookers for use. Before the 
its effectiveness arrived 
the local advised bookers that the 
rule had been rescinded. The report 
at the time was that the international 
office had heard of the project and 
intervened on the ground that the 
introduction of any such form w: 
the function of the AFM. 


is 


.| Ina Ray Hutton Hews 
A Cancellation for Not 
Being Cooperative Enuf 


e 


Ina Ray Hutton is in the doghouse 
over her abruptly cumpleted date at 
the Syracuse hotel, New York. 
Scheduled for five weeks, beginning 
Nov. 9, her outfit lasted at the spot 
10 days and was hurriedly replaced 
by Terry Shand’s crew, which was 
rushed over to Syracu following a 
tand at the New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany 

Leader and her band were fted 
following complaints made by the 
hotel’s manager to the head of the 
Syracuse local of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Objections 
were relayed to James C. Petrillo 
boss of the AFM in N.Y., v in 
turn, requested Music Corp. of As ner- 
ica, the band’s booker, to remove 
it from the date. MCA has let it be 


known that they intend dropping the 


iband from its booking roster, but 
!meanwhile is allowing it to fill 
scheduled one-nighters. 

According to Walter Kaiser, boss 
of the Syracuse’s Persian Room, 
‘Miss Hutton displayed a strange 
‘lack of cooperation not only toe 


ward the hotel management, but to- 
ward patrons. We could stomach 
the former, but we wouldn't stand 
When we couldn't 
situation amicably, we 


correct the 


Argument allegedly is based on 
the fact the-hotel’s operator asked 


/ the leader to tone dowr her s.a. act, 


They were told off and so were kid- 
ding and wisecracking patrons. 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Manny Landers orchestra in Neil 
House Century Room, Columbus, in- 
definite, replacing George Duffy. 





Dick Sheldon orchestra in Ionian 
Room of Deshler Wallick hotel, Co- 
lumbus, for limited engagement, re- 
placing Don McGrane, 





Red Nichols back in New York 
after long vacation. Expects to form 
a new band. 





Sammy Kaye is to do the theme 
recording, ‘All Night Long,’ for the 
new 24-hour policy at WMCA, New 
York, 





Harry James signed for Columbia 
Records 50c sides. 





Hughie Kelleher again forced out 
of drumming with the Johnny Long 
band by illness which has tempo- 
rarily retired him at home in Boston. 
George Wettling taking his place. 
Long is at Roseland Ballroom, New 
York. 





Ella Fitzgerald tentatively sched- 


uled for another four weeks at 
Brunswick hotel, Boston, starting 
Jan. 20. Recently completed two 


weeks and clicked. 





Joe Glaser has assumed personal 
managership of the new Del Casino 
band now in rehearsal. Band is com- 
posed of nine of the men who exited 
Russ Morgan’s band couple weeks 
ago. Casino will be booked by Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp. 





Wingy Mannone gets six straight 
months at the Brass Rail, Chicago, 
starting Dec. 10. 





Don Bestor 
weeks at the Belvedere hotel, Balti- 
more, beginning Dec. 14. 





Don Raye-Bob Mersey have writ- 


ten another boogie-woogie tune, ex- | 


ment Corp. and set up an office of 
their own. Cummins is booked by 
MCA and is headed for the St. 


| Francis hotel, San Francisco, open- 
'ing Dec. 10. 





Gene Ferraro, trumpet, into the 





band down for 10} 


|Gray Gordon band. 





Jack Teagarden pulls out of Ar- 
cadia Ballroom, New York, for one- 
night Dec. 20 to play a private party 
in New York. Follows with other 
society heps Dec. 23 in Utica, Dec. 
27 in Cleveland and 28 in Cincinnati. 








Dave Cheskin, WGR-WKBW, Buf- 
|falo, musical director, underwent 
{nasal operation last week. 





| Michigan State College band has 
been inked in to play the Tulip Time 
Festival at Holland, Mich., next year 
when the tulips come up. 





room, Buffalo (29) following Manny 
| Prager, 





Joe Gustaferro, ex-Al Donahue 
trumpeter, back with Harold Aus- 
tin’s crew, Buffalo. 





is now a first lieutenant attached to 
Fort Meade, Md. He is skedded to 


‘duties of teaching rookie buglers. 





Ernie Holst, 


Chavez will baton alternate crew. 





Teddy Powell band does first re- 
cording date under new Bluebird 
contract today (Wednesday). 





Al Jordan replaces Nat Lebovsky 


Friday (6), 








Woody Herman and Raymon Scott 
bands exchanged trumpeters. Bob 


Roger Kortland, Philly bandleader, | 


small combo has three ex-Savitt men 
in it. Composed of Johnny Austin, 
trumpet; Gabe Galinas, sax; Morris 
Rayman, base; Sanford Gold, piano; | 


Dave Barber, guitar. | 
| Bowery in New York’s Chinatown, 





Benny Carter cut ‘All of Me,’ ‘Very 


| Thought of You,’ ‘Cocktails for Two’ | 


| 


and ‘Rock-a-bye-bye’ as first sides' 
on year’s Bluebird Contract. 





Eddie Durham is the one that will. 
have to extricate himself from le- 
gal complications before he can get 
together with his band with Bon: 
Bon, ex-Jan Savitt vocalist. When 
things straighten out Bon Bon will 
assume leadership of the group, fea- 
turing Durham. 





Spud Murphy quit the band-lead- 
ing business to go to Hollywood for 
studio work. 





Bob Cutshall took Red Gingler’s | 
place in Benny Goodman trombones. 





Henry Busse moves his orchestra 


into the Baker hotel, Dallas, Dec. 20. 
| 


Ralph Barlow into Dellwood Ball- 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| Kansas City, Saturday (7). 





Maurie Sherman’s band ifits sec- 
ond month at Hotel Miramar, Santa 
Monica, Cal. 





Richard Ztono, out of batoning for 
a while, forming new crew in Buffalo 
from nucleus of Shea’s Buffalo for- 
mer pit band. 





Larry Clinton and troupe are set 
to play the Katz Drug Co. frolic in 


form a camp band in addition to the municipal auditorium, Kansas 


City, next Saturday (7). Affair is an 
annual by the drug company to pro- 


instead of Sonny Mote its holiday sales which are ac- | 
Kendis, will open at Monte Proser’s | complished by giving a free ticket to 
| Beachcomber in Miami on Dec. 20,| the shindig with purchase of mer- 





|Gene Buck. 


land 





Irving Berlin 


Continued from page 2 











where Berlin debuted as a singing 
waiter some 30 years ago. 


At Nigger Mike's table, quaffing | 


beer poured by mustachioed wait- 


‘ers, was virtually an ASCAP con- 


Two dozen writers of many 
song hit were there, plus 
And in front of the 
stage marched two pickets. One’s 
sign read: ‘Unfair to ASCAP.’ The 


vention. 
an old 


other: ‘Unfair to BMI.’ It wasn’t 
long, though, 


,picket smacked BMI on the bean, 
‘yanked off his 


coat, took his shirt 


before the ASCAP | at the Regal theatre, Chicago. 


ANDY KIRK GETS TWO. 
JOBS FOR CHRISTMAS 


Andy Kirk band plays two dates 
{the same day in Clevel nd Xmas 
Day. Outfit is down for an after- 
:noon hop at the new Cleveland 
;Coliseum and an evening dance at 
the Trianon ballroom, same city. 
| Band is bought for its third straight 
| Xmas Eve date the night before, at 
| the Graystone ballroom, Detroit. 
Kirk is doubling this week, too. 
Friday (6) his outfit starts a week 
That 
| night it shifts to a U. of Chicago 
prom. Following evening (7) it hops 











and left him covered with nothing | from the theatre to an affair at the 


but a few charcoaled bars of music 


on his back. 


Ex-Gov. Hicfiman Presides 
Harold Hoffman, former governor 
of New Jersey and head man of 
Dexter Fellows Tent of Circus S & S, 


presided behind the bar on the stage | 


Mike himself. 
O'Rourke, commentator, 
soldier of fortune, and Tony 
Sarg were his assistants, while Joe 
Laurie, Jr., handled the introductions 
as Chuck Connors, once notorious 
Mayor of Chinatown. Jolly Bill 
Steinke, N. Y. Mirror cartoonist, was 
in the pitchbox to keep things ac- 
tive and Chaz Chase wandered 
|around eating every cigar, menu and 
electric light bulb he could lay hands 
on. Leslie Kramer, the organiza- 
tion’s ball-shaped ‘cop,’ preserved 
what order was possible. 

A miniature brewery wagon pulled 
by a mccoy horse came onto the 
' stage to start things. 

rolled a keg 


Tex 
lecturer 


as Nigger 


and out of the keg 


cide 4s |Irving Berlin. He was quickly de- 
chandise. | prived of his coat, wrapped in an 
. : 'apron and became one of Nigger 
Orrin Tucker band will play a | Mike’s bartenders. At the finale he 


one-nighter in the Pla-Mor ballroom, 
Outfit in 
a one-night stand in spot last year 
played to over 4,000, a record that 


in Jimmy Dorsey’s trombone section has stood unchallenged since then. 


Scale for this will be $1.10 in ad- 
vance and $1.25 at the gate. 





Nita Norman, formerly’ with 


clusively for Woody Herman band.| Price went from Herman to Scott. George Duffy orch, has formed own 


Cali it ‘Gone With the Draft.’ 
collabbed on ‘Beat Me Daddy.’ 


Raye 





| Johnny Owens vice versa. 





Lincoln hotel, New York, is in- 


| 


cocktail combo for tour of Dewitt 
hotels. Currently at Neil House, 
Columbus. Has Gail Snyder, guitar, 


Bernie Cummins took on the new | stalling a relief band of five pieces) Frank LaRue, fiddle, and Freddie 
Art Weems, Chicago, office as per-|in its Blue Room next week called | Howard, piano. 


sonal manager. 
Bob recently 


Weems and brother 
left General Amuse- 


| the Top Hatters. That’s same name 
Jan Savitt uses for his band and the 











r 
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THE PUBLIC PICKS THE HITS / 


These songs, appearing on all best seller 
lists, are proven hits. Play Safe!— eliminate 
the gamble in your programs by selecting 
these song hits from “The Big 3.” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


= 





$$$ 
—————_———— 











MA 


by Allan Fiynn and Frank Madden 


FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


by the writers of “The Woodpecker Song” 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 


YBE 





DREAM 











MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


by Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny, Joe Burke 


OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


by Arthur Freed and Roger Edens 
from the M-G-M film “Strike Up The Band” 


VALLEY 


| 


— 
————— 





DOWN ARGENTINA WAY | 
TWO DREAMS MET 


both songs by Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
from the 20th Century-Fox 











film “Down Argentine Way” 














| 
| 


! 














Margie Warren, foimerly vocalist 
with campus bands at Indiana Uni- 
versity a la Helen Carroll, and with 
Pierson Thal’s orchestra in Chicago, 
has been set in a series of evening 
programs on WGL, Ft. Wayne. 

Harker Thomas and his band are 
now in the Nassau Room, Hillcrest 
Hotel, Toledo. 





Judy Gale, who sang with Jimmy 
Richards’ orchestra under her real 
naine, Blanche Berndt, is now vocal- 
ist with Paul Spor’s orchestra in 
Toledo. 





Band Bookings 


Count Basie, Dec. 25, Madrid B., 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Vaughn Monroe, Dec. 8, Ritz B., 

| Bridgeport, Conn. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Jan. 10, Strand 
B., Baltimore, Md.; 11, Keith’s Roof, 
Baltimore; 12, Murray Casino, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; 13, Palais Royal, Nor- 








folk, Va.; 14, Armory, Charlotte, 
N. C.; 15, Aud., Winston-Salem, 
N. C.; 16, Mosque, Richmond, Va.; 


17, Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 20, Aud., 
Raleigh, N. C.; 21, Armory, Florence, 
S. C.; 22, New York Club, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

Jack Teagarden, Dec. 20, St. Regis 
hotel, New York; Dec. 23, private 
party, Utica, N. Y.; 27, party, Cleve- 
land; 28, party, Cincinnati. 

3ernie Cummins, Dec. 10, indef.. 
St. Francis hotel, San Francisco. 

Don Bestor, Dec. 14, 10 weeks, 
Belvedere hotel, Baltimore, 

Wingy Mannone, Dec. 

| months, Brass Rail, Chicago. 
Jan Savitt, Dec. 9, Nite Owl’s C. C.. 
Montgomery, Ala.,; 10, Chattanooga | 
C€., Tenn. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Dec. 14, Temple | 
Hall, Staten Island, N. Y. | 

Tommy Dorsey, Feb. 3, Syracuse 
U., Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Van Alexander, Dec. 10-11, Acad- 
emy of Music, New York. 

Newt Perry, Dec. 28, Berkshire 
C.C., Reading, Pa. 


10, six 


Johnny Messner, Dec. 14, Columbia | 
U., New York City; Dec. 26, Cleve-| 
land hotel, Spartanburg, So. Car. | 

Dick Stabile, Dec. 18, Biltmore | 
hotel, Dayton, O. 

Dick Messner, Dec. 28, Prilnceton, | 
N. J.; 30, Sherry’s, New York City. | 


Charles Barnet, Dec. 13, U. of 
Maryiand; 16,° Washington, "D.C. “17; 
Baltimore. | 


| Saints and Sinners. 


, was presented with a white morning 
‘coat bearing tities of some hundred 
or so of his tunes, a white clef-signed 
topper and a cane headed by a min- 
iature piano which henceforth is 
his official regalia as a member of 
He wound up 
playing and singing scores of his old 
tunes on his own gear-shift piano, 
imported into the Astor for the oc- 
casion. Berlin plays only in one key, 
| but the piano, by. pushing a lever, 
automatically transposes, a feat dem- 
onstrated by the composer. 
ASCAP Medleyers 

Among the ASCAPers who played 
,and vocalized a chorus of the tune 
,for which each is best known were 
Harry Armstrong, who wrote ‘Sweet 
| Adeline’; Peter de Rose, ‘Deep 
| Purple’: Ernie Burnett, ‘Melancholy 
Baby’; Bill McKenna, ‘Anvbedy Here 
Kelly?’ 
Tierney, 


Baer, 


and ‘Mandy Lane’; 
‘Alice Blue Gown’; 
‘June Night’; J. Fred 
Coots, ‘Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town’: Jack Norworth, ‘Shine on 
Harvest Moon’ and ‘Take Me Out to 


Seen 
Harry 


Abel 


the Ball Game’: Arthur Schwartz, 
‘Dancing in the Dark’; Capt. Gitz- 
tice, ‘Mademoiselle from Armen- 
tiers’ and ‘Old Pal of Mine’; Nick 


Kenny, ‘Gold Mine in the Sky’ and 
Jean Schwartz, ‘Bedelia’ and ‘China- 
town.’ 

| Meanings Berlin had never thought 
of when he titled his songs were got- 


{ten out of them in flash tableaux 
put on a small side stage. Among 
those which can be mentioned 


(VARIETY, after all, is a family sheet) | 
are ‘Cheek to Cheek,” depicted by | 
‘Let Yourself Go,’ | 
found Hitler with a noose | 
but holding him- | 
self up to prevent it tautening; and | 


Siamese twins; 
| which 
around his neck 
‘Always Treat Her Like a Baby,’ in 
which Dr. Allan 
foe, last year’s Fall Guy, held a 
wench across his knee using a slipper 
on her bottom. 

Joe Laurie’s Whimsy 

Recording of an air interview with 
Berlin by Mrs. Ogden Reid at the 
recent New York i 
Forum was a feature of the show— 
especially when it developed that the 
songwriter began giving answers 


that a gent hadn’t oughta to a lady, | 
It started out ! 


on the radio or off. 
on the square, but oh how it finaled. 
Joe Laurie, it seéms, had done a little 
dubbing of the disc. 

Number of old-timers, mostly 
from Billy Rose’s Diamond Horse- 
shoe show, 
hour doin’s. 
Eltinge 
Harland 


They included Julian 
singing ‘Crinoline Days,’ 
(Doyle and) Dixon, 


Off of it was | 


(Quintuplets) Da- 


Tara °% 
Herald-Tribune | 


added bits to the four- | 


Pat | 


Rooney, Dave Mallen, out-Cohaning | 


Geo. M., and George Tenak, who 
burlesked ‘tune-detecting’ by pick- 


|ing ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ apart. 


to ‘illustrate’ that Berlin ‘stole’ bits 
of it from numbers -vritten almost 
30 years later. Al Trahan also did 
a bit, as did a quartet from the 
Lambs, Don Tomkins, Bruce Evans 
Jack Cherry and Don Gautier. 

Billy Hinds orch at Hotel Schenley. 
Pittsburgh, ‘has “addet* Patty Dixon 
as featured vocalist, 





| 


i 


| Chicago Urban League headquarters, 
| : 








Pic-Legit Coin 


Continued from page 3 
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under the amended pact with the 
Dramatists Guild. Firm will finance 
| ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ melodrama, 
rights to which were relinquished by 
| William Harris, Jr. Alfred de Liagre, 
| Jr. will stage an@ present the show, 
he being selected by Metro. Over 
the weekend Carl Laemmle, Jr., was 
named as backing ‘Retreat to Pleas- 
ure,’ whch the Group Theatre will 
present at the Belasco, N. Y. 


Paramount’s re-entry into legit 
will be marked by it being inter- 
ested in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ the 
Moss’ Hart-Kurt Weill musical 
drama which Sam H. Harris placed 
into rehearsal this week. Par will 
jhave a participating interest, deal 
|not being under the terms of the 
Guild’s amended contract. Under- 
stood the arrangement with Harris 
has not been finally sealed. 

A three-man committee is being 
formed to function when quick de- 
cisions are sought on the authors 
new regulations. Warren Munsell 
‘will act for the managers with 
| Brock Pemberton the alternate. Pic- 
|ture end will name either John 
Byram, Par; Jake Wilk, Warners, cr 
, Sidney Phillips, Metro, while Ed- 
ward Childs Carpenter will prob- 
ably be the authors’ representative. 











Freda Lazear, who has been do- 
ing a night club single for couple 
of years, back in Pittsburgh from 
Detroit engagements and has joined 
Marty Schramm at Riviera as vocal- 


ANDY 
KIRK 


and his “Clouds of Joy” 


featuring 


MARY LOU WILLIAMS 


at the piano 
. 


JUNE RICHMAN 
HENRY WELLS 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 30, 1940) 
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Weekly Change 
Policy Clicks 


In Albany 





Albany, Dec. 3. 

Name week-run policy tried by 
New Kenmore Hotel, Albany, with 
Vincent Lopez's orchestra proved so 
successful that the management 
brought in Dick Stabile for an en- 
gagement ending December 3, to be 
followed by Ben Bernie. 

New Kenmore’s Rainbo Room had 
long booked bands for extended, and 
sometimes repeat, engagements. 


ELLINGTON MUSIC PART 
OF COLGATE CULTURE 


Syracuse, Dec. 3. 

Swing reaches the classical stage 
again Dec. 12 when Colgate Univer- 
sity of Hamilton, N. Y., presents 
Duke Ellington band as part of the 
university’s cultural concert and lec- 
ture series. Ellington’s concert will 
be followed in subsequent programs 
by such units as the Philadelphia 
Symphony and Paul Robeson. 

Dr. C. R. Wilson, chairman of the 
university’s concert and lecture se- 
ries, revealed that the Ellington 
booking was no mere sideshow at- 
traction. 
music shudder at the thought of jazz,’ 
Dr. Wilson said in his announce- 
ment, ‘but the day may come when 
this music will be given equal place 
with that of men we now regard as 
masters. We cannot forget that the 
musicians of the 19th century were 
critical of the compositions of 











Victor Discing Four 


Separate Combos Under 
Men From Ellington Bd. 


Victor Records is currently record- 
ing four different small combinations 





of musicians composed of men from | 


within the Duke Ellington band, be- 
side the band itself. Each combo 
issues platters under the name of a 
different star man and except in one 
or two positions uses the same men. 
Full band is on the Victor label. 


| Also on the 50c sides will be record- 


seven 


Most patrons of cultural | 


ings of a new duo composed of Ell- 
ington on piano and Jimmy Blanton, 
base. 

On the 35c Bluebird lapel the com- 
pany will issue sides cut by combos 
under alto saxist Johnny Hodges, 
trumpeter Rex Stewart and clarinet 
rider Barney Bigard. Latter made 
his first four sides last week with 
pieces including- himself. 
Stewart's first platters are to be is- 
sued this week. Hodges’ initial cut- 
tings are down for release within 
the next few weeks. 


BATTLING BARNET, 
AT PEACE, MARRIES 


Charlie Barnet capped his long 
battle with his booking agency and 
the American Federation of Musi- 








cians by getting married. Leader 
was tied last Wednesday (27) to 
Harriet Clarke, vocalist with his 
band. Knot was tied in Miami 


where Barnet had gone for a vaca- 
tion while awaiting the expected re- 
turn of his lifted membership card 
in the AFM. 

He returned Sunday (1) and the 
following night played the first date 
with his band in several ‘weeks at 
the Famous Door, New York. Outfit 
goes into the Apollo theatre, N. Y., 


802 REVERSES DENNY 





General Amusement Wins as Theatre 
Date Case is Reopened 





Trial -board of the New York 
musicians union last week reopened 
the case of Jack Denny against Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp. in connection 
with a date at the Majestic theatre, 
Newark, and reversed its original 
ruling holding the booking of- 
fice responsible for Denny’s uncol- 
lected salary. Denny played two 
days of a week’s engagement but col- 
lected for only one day. 

Majestic’s management had en- 
tered into an arrangement with the 
union whereby it had to pay off at 
the end of each day. When the 
house failed to put up the second 
day’s share of the band’s money 
Denny was ordered not to continue 
his engagement and the house shut 
down. 

Local 802’s trial board at its first 
hearing ruled that General Amuse- 
ment should have looked into the 
theatre’s status with the union be- 
fore booking the date. At the re- 
opening of the case GAC’s repre- 
sentation cited a rule from _ the 
union’s book which makes it an obli- 
gation for the union to convey this 
;information to a booker when the 
latter submits a contract. .for ap- 
|proval. The union had okayed the 
| Majestic date without saying any- 
| thing- about the Majestic’s unfavor- 
able standing. 








Jimmy Dorsey 


Gets Peak Terms 
On Decca Pact 





Jimmy Dorsey last week tore up 
|his recording contract with Decca 
| Records, which still had a year and 
'a half to run, 
|one for 26. 


three years dated Nov. 


Leader resumed with the company at | 


the highest figure that cutting outfit 
ever paid a_ band, 
double per side what it 
drawing 
band will pull a royalty 
each individual record sold. 
Contract calls for the outfit to cut 
48 sides a year. Of that total 36 will 
made under the high guarantee 
and the additional 12 at a lower 
price. The 36 will be pops mutually 
agreed upon as recording fare, and 
the 12 Dorsey originals and super 
arrangements. Most recording com- 
panies now frown on the latter type 
Dorsey’s band is 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
where it set an attendance and gross 
figure in its second week, ending a 


had been 


be 





and substituted a new | 


approximately | 
Beside the guarantee the | 
based on | 
| from 


|sole boss 


| talent 


currently at | 


Mce Gale Envisages Own Circuit, 
N. Y. to Chicago, for Negro Bands 





Dick Stabile’s Hurts 


Dick Stabile is playing with his 
band at the New Kenmore hotel, 
N. Y., despite two fractured ribs and 
a sprained _ wrist. Leader was 
banged up in an auto crash the 
early part of last week outside of 
Marion, Ohio. Louis Zito, band’s 
drummer, was also injured. Car they 
were riding in, owned by Bert Block, 
Stabile’s manager, was demolished. 

Accident was the seventh car crash 
in which members of Stabile’s band 
have been involved since September. 


MCA Inciudes Prepared 
Radio Interview Script 
About Benny Goodman 


Music Corp. of America is inserting 
a new idea in its usual exploitation 
and publicity books on the new 
Benny Goodman band. As do all 
booking agencies, MCA sends out 
publicity brochures on all talent it 
represents when it books a date. 
Goodman’s new one will include de- 
tailed radio shows, ready for inter- 
pretation, built around his history, 
past performances of the outfit and 
its personnel. 

One-night operator or theatre 
manager who buys Goodman’s group 
can take the formulated dope to any 
radio outlet in his area and, in ex- 
change for supplying ’em, get valu- 
able plugs on the date coming up. 
Shows are set up in six half-hour in- 
stallments calling for illustrative 
records. Latter have to be supplied 
by the station or booker. 











SACKS TOP MAN AT 
COLUMBIA STUDIOS 


Manie Sacks, who recently shifted 
Music Corp. of 
Columbia Records, has been named | 
of the latter yong 


New York offices and studios. 
pointment is effective immediat re 
New chore is in addition to being 


head of the company’s 
ord department. 


popular rec- 
He is in charge of | 
and tunes on the 35c Okeh and 
50c Columbia sides. 


Mitchell Ayres Protects 





Moe Gale, manager of a string of 
colored bands, expects to set up a 
series of nite spots between New 
York and Chicago as work outlets 
for the talent he manages. His idea 
is to provide places under his con- 
trol in which he can rotate his prop- 
erties, with network wires, thereby: 
eliminating the necessity of depend- 
ing on chance bookings for location 
stands. 

First such spot is scheduled to get 
going before Christmas. Gale is 
closing for a lease on the site of the 
old Cotton Club in Harlem, N. Y,, 
more recently the Plantation Club, 
but closed for some time. In order 
operations will be opened in Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Detroit and Chi- 
cago. Each will use one of his name 
bands such as Ella Fitzgerald, Er- 
skine Hawkins, for four weeks or so 
at a time. There will be additional 
entertainment, but no scheduled girl 
shows and the orchestras wil! be the 
main pull. Each spot will have a 
450-500 capacity and serve drinks at 
Slightly lower than average prices. 
Food is to be confined to a half 
dozen specialties. 

Beside Miss Fitzgerald and Haw- 
kins, Gale manages the Four Ink- 
spots and the Lucky Millinder, 
Savoy Sultans, and ‘Tiny Bradshaw 
orchestras, all booked for theatres, 
locations and one-nighters by his of- 
fice. Terry Shand, white, is also 
under his management, but is 
booked by Music Corp. of America. 


JUDY TALBOT HEADS 
STRAIGHT’S EX-COMBO 


Chicago, Dec. 8. 
Judy. Talbot, radio stage 








and 





America to | 


a 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


warbler, has taken over the band of 


the late Charley Straight and is now 
working the orchestra under the 
title of Judy Talbot and her Rhythm 
Boys. 

Has been working jobbing dates 
around town to get the band into 
final shape before hitting for a hotel 
or nitery stand. 


Nebraska Hall Stunty 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 3. 
Ballroom operators are trying to 
outdo each other here for Sunday 
night biz, and putronage can almost 





take its pick of three audience par- 


ticipation gags. It all started when 
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THE SCORE OF THE YEAR, From 


Let's Be Buddies 
My Mother Would Love You 


By Cole Porter 


In Preparation—Two Smash Musical Comedies 


“Pal Joey" 


By Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 


"Hi'Ya Gentlemen" 


“Panama Hattie” 


By Tommy Connor and 


The Ever Popular 


Mean to Me 


The Rhythmical Foxtrot Ballad 


Or Have | 


The Hit Song From Ed Wynn's “Boys and Girls Together” 


| Want to Live 


Fddie Pola 


“ONE 








NIGHT IN THE TROPICS” 
Music by Jerome Kern, Lyrics by Dorothy Fields 
You and Your Kiss 


Your Dream 
(Is the Same As My Dream) 


Remind Me 
Back In My Shell 








y rell 2 Sammy Fain 
By Johnny Green and Harold Adamson By Jack Yellen and Se 7 sgh: a alee 
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Night Club Reviews 











BEACHCOMBER, N. Y. 


Ernie Holst Orch (8), Fred and 
Elaine Barry, Annette, Gloria Blake; 
no minimum, no cover, 





Everything about the Beach- 
comber the past week or so is key- 
noted, ‘We're leaving for Miami 
Beach in two weeks,’ and maybe 
that’s where business has gone to as 
well. Monte Proser, who started a 
cycle of South Seas atmospheric 
joints in New York with the quick 
click of his zombie parlor above the 
Winter Garden on Broadway, has 
been expanding in other key cities, 
where apparently he’s doing well, 
as he is also with his new Copaca- 
bana, class East 60th street spot with 
a Brazilian fillip. 

But the home-plate cafe seems to 
be slipping for no apparent reason 
unless it’s because of too much self- 
same competition from the nearby 
Hurricane. Beachcomber still does 
all right supper biz but, where for 
a time, it was a smart chowmeinery 
for dinner, it’s now quite static be- 
fore theatre time. Or maybe, hav- 
ing too many partners here, Proser 
would just as lief concentrate where 
there’s a better division of the profits 
for him. This room, dominantly 

artnered by him artd his associates, 

alter Batchelor and Jack Goddard, 
his attorney, is said to have almost 
a score of shareholders, including 
the Shuberts who, however, got their 
$20,000 maximum annual _ rental 
around May of this year. That was 
the ‘ceiling’ on Proser’s deal for the 
room. 


All of which is prelude to the fact 


that The Beachcomber is still worthy | 
of boxoffice if given some extra | trifle too much enthusiasm for the 


values to pull 'em. The Hurricane, 
besides the hoopla that George Raft 
is chief angel and makes it his N. Y. 
headquarters, spreads itself on a 
show. The Beachcomber, while not 
exactly cheating, has been content to 
get by with Chavez’s crack conga- 
rhumba band and one other dance 
combination, and very little else. 
Now all Proser has is Ernie Holst, 
who knows his cafe dansapation 


rhythms all the way from El Mo-| 


rocco (N. Y.) to the Pump Room of 
the Hotel Ambassador, Chicago. He’s 
been here the past eight months. But 
he goes to Miami Beachcomber soon, 
as do Joe Gardner, the greeter at the 
door, Chavez and others. 


The acts are pleasant hors d’ouvres 


but nothing strong beyond that. Fred 


‘A clean-cut magic worker, he han- 
idles cards and cigarets with skill and 
lis a distinct class asset here. 

Dance team is Collette and Barry, 





up between 
| Genee. 


perfect for this type of room. Grace- | 


|ful in their work and precise in ap- 
|pearance, they scored neatly with 
lthis audience. It’s the type of ball- 
|room turn that must satisfy almost 
any audience because of their fine 
|appearance and likeable style. 

| Five Jane Hadley dancers make 
‘up in their colorful work for the 
lack of volume. Dance numbers are 
cheerful and in good taste. Gold. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans, Nov. 30. 
Bobby Byrne Orch, Harry Stevens, 
Estelle and Leroy, Vera Fern, Three 
| Nonchalants, Dorothy Claire. 





Accent is on youth in both band 
and acts in new show at this swank 
| spot, which continues to play to nice 
| biz. The youthful Bobby Byrne and 
| his band more than live up to their 
| advance billing. Crew plays with 
| skill some musicians never achieve 
until they are ready for their old-age 
pensions. Band ranks with the best 








being a blend of sweet and swing. 
| Byrnes proves himself to be more 
than just a baton-wielder by pacing 
a difficult floor show through a 
|lengthy session with a smoothness 
\that belied the few hours rehearsal 
the units had together. 

| The personnel of the Byrnes out- 
| fit is on a par with the leader in both 
age and ability, and if they show a 


| brass instruments at times, this fail- 
|ing can be excused by 
| familiarity with the acoustics of the 
| Blue Room and by the fact that all 
| other bands have erred in the same 
|direction until they 
customed to the spot. Byrnes him- 
self does nicely by a trombone which 
|he keeps muted while fronting the 
band. 
| As refreshing as the youthfulness 


show. Besides its swell dansapation, 
Byrnes’ crew can boast of another 
outstanding attraction, a blonde 


singer, Dorothy Claire, who is easy | p 
on the eyes with a soft, rich voice. | launched John 


|She probably would do much better 
if she eliminated the boogie-woogie 
type of songs. The fact that she can 


and Elaine Barry are a personable | sing is purely coincidental; she does 


dance pair with a waltz and fast 
Spanish one-step routine. 
reminds of Yvette, the songstress, in 
more than her solo-name billing. 


She sings ‘Perfidia’ and ‘Negri Con-| their routine, mixing a line of fast 


sentina’ in okay manner, and it’s in 
the somewhat exaggerated graceful 
usage of her hands that she brings 
up the Yvette comparison. Third 
act is Gloria Blake, comely and very 
youthful soprano who bespeaks of 
much promise. 
ube Waltz’ and an Italian ballad in 
fine voice. But they’re no nitery 
puller-inners. 
However, 
next week 
Mexican dancer, 
band; also Carol Gould, 
batoning the ‘society’ combo. 
Barrys and Gloria Blake hold over 


new show 
will see 


heading her 


A line of six Beachcomber Belles 


will be added. Abel. 


WALNUT ROOM, CHI 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 29. 


Art Kassel Orch (12), 


and Barry, Martin Barnett, 
Hadley Dancers (5). 


e ' 
For years now this room has relied | 


Annette 


She does ‘Blue Dan- | 


slated for 
Armida, the 
own 
songstress, 


The 


Marion 
Holmes, Harvey Crawford, Collette 


Jane 


a sock job of decorating a bandstand. 
A light and humorous element is 
supplied by the Three Nonchalants, 
la trio of acrobats who burlesque 
patter with their gyrations. They 
| wowed first nighters. 
Estelle and Leroy, dance team, run 


the gamut of dance routines, from 
Pair’s work 
is looker | 
Act drew plenty 


the waltz to the Latin 
is smooth and clever. Gal 
| with nifty chassis. 
|of palm pounding. 


To complement the ballroom duo, 
Vera Fern, 
the 
look easy. 
nice re- 


has single turn in 
who makes 


show 
neat-looking blonde 
most difficult acrobatics 
Her spins and turns get 
sponse. 

Harry 


Stevens, banjo 


lack of 


strumming, 


sooner do they wind up burlesquing 
Carmen Miranda’s ‘Down Argentine 


| Way’ goings-on, than they veer off 


into an assortment of prattfalls, and 
so the romp is on. From then on 
it’s just a question of the type of 
hoofology preferred. 

In the acrobatic division it’s a toss- 
the Golden Pair and 
Latter is a fugitive 
Ripley's whose ability to tie herself 
into knots is little short of amazing. 


|The Golden Pair, so tabbed because 


that have played spot, their music | 





became ac-| 


of the band is the sparkle of the floor | 


happy-go-lucky lad, emcees and does 


an okay job. 
getting the customers into a 
munity sing. First-night 
refused to let him go. 
While the show is well 
|highly entertaining, the 


He has a fine knack of 
com- | 
audience 


thing is that preceding and following 


; it, and wrapped all around it, is the 


JIMMIE’S, MIAMI 


music of Byrnes. His dance music 
cept the tables empty during this 
dinner show. Liuzza. 


both are blondes and decked in gold 
trappings, accomplish number of 
breathtaking holds and lifts with 
consummate ease. 

Wanda and Collins are pair of 
slick ballroomologists, offering sev- 
eral novel routines, one of which, an 
impression of dances favored in 
number of Manhattan clubs, is socko. 
On a bill like this, almost any singer 
could score, and Mike Peyton takes 
full advantage of the opening. Has 
a well-chosen collection of past and 
present pops which he _ delivers 
pleasantly in a lusty baritone. He’s 
well liked here and response would 
indicate long stay. 

Snappy-costumed house _ line 
trained by Ione Carroll is well 
drilled group of lookers whose nifty 
routines are invariably clicky; Gals 
display plenty of talent in steps to 
arrangements of ‘In a Persian Mar- 
ket’ and ‘Indian Love Call.’ 

Buddy Sawyer’s combo dishes out 
brisk brand of dansapation, and han- 
dles show in fine style. Les. 





Nitery Followup 











Greta Keller celebrated the first 
anniversary of the Algonquin Hotel 
Supper Club (N.Y.) last week, hav- 
ing put it over when first opened 
much to boniface Frank Case’s sur- 
prise with a ‘Continental’ policy of 
intime divertissement. On a 75c-per- 
drink basis (whether champagne 
cocktail or milk), she has made what 
is the daytime grillroom a very suc- 
cessful boite. The Viennese chan- 
teuse, whose rep preceded her to 
America via disks and radio, until 


the Hitler offensive brought her to | 


| these shores, has an excellent gypsy 


| rather 


| 


| 


{ 


| 
naced and 
important | 


on a trio of bands—Art Ka 1, Phil 

Levant and Leonard Keller—rotating 

them pretty regularly throughout the Miami, Nov. 29 
year. This is a simple dining id The Golden Pair, Mike Peyton, 
supper room, with no pretense of a| Barrett and Smith, Genee, Wanda 
mammoth show or Broadway atmos- and- Collins, Ione Carroll Dancers 


phere, 
for the 


almost 
trade, 


reserved 
family 


exclusivel 
and as 


y 
such 


mum. 


goes along year after year with a| canis 


Joyal enough following in a medium- | 


sized room. The food is 


the service and surroundings restful, 
and the nip is down within reach of | round residents. 


the average wallet. 


Shows generally are held down to} but essentially it’s Miami’s own, the | neat 


excellent 
xce'ient, 


patronized to 


Jimmie’s occupies unfque niche in 
local nite life in that it’s only nitery 
any extent by year- 
Of course, it draws 


| share of tourists during the season, 


a pleasant little dance team and a spot where the locals sip and sup. 


single. 


Much of the entertainment burden | 
falls on the shoulders of the band 


itself. Kassel is current. He ha 


S|ard 


|So far, divertisement policy 


vaude turns and house 


been a standby here for years and! Coupled with this is okay cuisine 


in his time has built a personal fol-| and a pleasant informal atmosphere 
lowing. Orchestra must please any | that keeps spot in black summer or | 
audience, being without presumption. | season. 
Kassel himself has a warm person- | successful 
He | here, 


mot that fits into this room. 


Evidently it’s 
year-round 


with genuine skill. They turn ina fine | as a boniface, and gauged by w 


. * ay 
dansapation job and work the show | spots open and shutter in these parts, 


excellently. 


Femme warbler with the band is 
Marion Holmes, with Kassel for some | got off on a tangent, with result lay- 
She has a rich voice and sells; out is heavy on the hoof, all acts! 
Stepping down! with exception of Mike Peyton go- 
in for considerable footwork. | 
| Barrett and Smith are introduced as 
the 
with his topnotch prestidigitation.' dancing mood is contagious for no 


time. 


pop tunes nicely. 


from the drums is Harvey Crawford, | ing 


who unwraps a good baritone. 
Martin Barnett heads the floor show 


that’s something of a record. 


singing comics, but evidently 


formula for 

operation 
1 for this week marks owner 
andles himself, orchestra and show | Jimmie Cornick’s sixth anniversary 


has | 
sheared off top-bracket names, rotat-| 50 ic, | wih « & 
ing bills usually offering fine stand- | 2" 1¢¢,and, with a strong personality 
line. 


| Hotel 


violinist assistant in Bela Bizony; a 
shy guitar virtuoso, Renato 
Giuseppini, whose chief personal 
charm is his seeming reticence, al- 
though there’s nothing backward 
about his skillful tune-plucking; and 


pianists Oscar Andree and Cy 
Walter; concert and swingo pair. 
But mostly it’s Miss Keller. It was 


ere last season she_ successfully 


Buckmaster into big 


league cafe attention with his mimi- | 


cry. On the night caught Miss 
Keller was handicapped by an un- 
fortunate ‘If You Leave Paris’ re- 
quest by one of her fans—a 
woodian, no less, who should 
showmanly realized the awkward- 
ness of that theme, at this moment. 
On the other hand, despite Miss Kel- 


ler’s hark-back to yesteryear Tyro- | 


lean gemuetlichkeit, anything 
in German doesn’t rest well 
days, particularly in a gay 
Hildegarde discovered that 
ago, even dispensing the French 
chansons for the same cockeyed- 
world-affairs’ reason. [A 
South American booking for 
Keller switched Olga 
here early this week]. 


these 
cafe. 
months 


Miss 


Dick Kuhn’s sprightly sextet at the 
Astor (N.Y.) has made the 
Broadway Cocktail Lounge a click 
spot with a smooth style of dansapa- 
tion plus a Requesto Tune Table 
idea, whereby patrons cue their de- 


sired selections from a printed sched- | 


ule of tunes, old and new, alpha- 
betically arranged. The Tune Table 
'also indicates the original 
song publication, many being 
prised that some of the 1940 dance 
faves are as much as 30 years old 
{Kuhn also knows how to 
| dansapation for the crowd, particu- 
|larly for so cosmopolitan a meeting 
|place as the midtown Astor, where 
| conventions might bring in whoopee 
} middle-agers and on the other nights 
|it might run the extreme of being 
exceptionally 
neat vocalist in a gal simply 
as Roberta. 


billed 


(5), Buddy Sawyer Orch; $1 mini-| 


| Hazel Franklin, extraordinary 16- 
year-old ice skater, who looks 12 on 
| the floor, is a new ahd attractive ad- 
dition to the Gustave Lussi revue at 


the Hotel St. Regis’ Iridium Room 
(N. Y.) An expert ballerina and 


trick dancer on the runners, she’s a 
blend with the compact 20- 
minute ice revuette wherein the pho- 
togenic Dorethy Lewis is still the 
outstander. Latter is a symphony 


front, it’s long been a question why, 


if the ice vogue continues on stage, | 


screen and in arenas as big b.o., she 
hasn’t been snared for important 
company. The Heasley Twins—Jack 
and Bob—also very personable juve- 
niles on skates, likewise suggest 
thernselves strongly for Hollywood 
potentialities. Other than that, Hal 


| Saunders, with his smooth dansapa- 
| tion, continues clicky both for the 


In packaging this revue booker | CUStomers and show accomp. 





Viadimar Salinsky signed for new 
set of Muzak transcriptions to be cut 
with 12-piece band. Leader just 
completed album of serenade melo- 
dies for Columbia Records. 


from | 


Holly- | 


have | 


sung | 


sudden | 


Baclanova in | 


year of 
sur- 


gauge his | 


youthful. He has a} 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done bu name bands in warious New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
|room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holidey price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 3 925 2,525 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)..............12 775 12,125 
Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... 6 1,200 9,850 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...........29 1,425 37,975 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 8 1,225 9,475 
Abe Lyman*..... New. Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 1,400 11,325 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 8 2,525 15,400 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50).........++.. 9 350 3,775 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, 


Disc Reviews 





Jimmy Dorsey ‘Falling Leaves’—Handful of Stars’ (Decca 3446) 
Dorsey turns in a bright job on ‘Leaves’ under and extremely well- 
tailored arrangement. It shines all the way through the band doing sock 
work behind a strong early clarinet break and Bob Eberle’s top vocaling. 
Reverse shows up well, too, a tasty sax break kicking it off. Eberle’s 
lyricing, however, seems restricted by the tune. Both are at average 
tempo. - 


Larry Clinton ‘Dance of Reed Flutes’—‘Arab Dance’ (Bluebird 10927) 

Clinton arrangements of melodies from Tschaikowsky’s ‘Nutcracker 
Suite,’ both these sides rate strong nods. Both are tough tracks to follow 
musically. First gets light and well played treatment from a good 
band. It’s sock stuff all through ensemble and sax and clarinet breaks. 
‘Arab’ coupling is in same groove, a clicko piece immensely satisfying. 
Band deserves a fistful of credit for both. 


Duke Ellington ‘Flaming Sword’—‘Warm Valley’ (Victor 26796) 

Ellington steps out of the ‘commercial swing groove’ he’s been in on most 
recent issues on the first side. It’s a fast, wild thing that can rouse little 
reaction in the average listener. An Ellington original, it stacks up as 
confused swing attractive only to the deeper students of that style. ‘Valley’ 
| goes to the other extreme in pace. It tends to lag, but the breaks, par- 
| ticularly one on sax and excellence of the arrangement offsets that im- 
pression, 











Andrews Sisters ‘Mean to Me’—‘Sweet Molly Malone’ (Decca 3440) 
Both sides are far off the Andrews Trio’s beaten track and stack up as 
good stuff. At slow tempoes they’re in wide contrast to the usual jive 
| arrangements of the team. ‘Mean’ is easily handled and stamped with An- 
crews vocal twists, but in a blues style. Accompaniment is strong. ‘Molly 
| Malone’ is along same lines and also a click. It’s almost all solo by one 
| the other two coming in late. 


Dinah Shore ‘Yes, Darling Daughter’—Argentine Way’ (Bluebird 10920) 
‘Daughter’ ranks with the best of consistently good sides by this warm- 

voiced, smooth-working singer. Her interpretation of the first unfamiliar 

novelty is a crack job. Reverse film tune, in Latin tempo, maintains the 

strong pace. It’s delivered without apparent effort, seeming to flow over 

range hurdles and taking momentary tempo shifts with ease. 

| 


Bob Crosby ‘Just Like Love’-—Do You Know Why’ (Decea 3445) 

Bob Crosby's vocal of the first side rips an otherwise okay melody wide 
open for nasty cracks. It would have been better done as a straight in- 
strumental, but even then would not have amounted to much Little effort 
was expended on the arrangement. “ts only points are several good solos. 
Coupling rates no more attention. Bonnie King vocals the second, 


on ratio Howaré ‘Stardust’—‘Old Fashioned Love’ (Columbia 35771) 

i we diversified tries here rate better than anything Howard has recently 
His work on the Hoagy Carmichael standard puts it in a stock 
roo Slow tempoed arrangement fits his style like a glove and he 
handles the lyric for all it’s worth. Reverse is different. It’s a rhythm 
piece, at easy lilting tempo. Accompaniment by a bunch of tase pron 
NG ae , +l es 

— in both sides with breaks and background work that 


done, 


groove, 


Jimmie Lunceford ‘You Ain’t Nowhere’-‘Red 
Lunceford’s band and the Dandridge Sisters give the first rhythmic 
( y . e rir rer > %« . 7 ] ’ ; drm 
| Original a crip treatment. It’s satisfying side stamped with tasty ensemble 
= ee — by the band. Arrangement is neatly worked out 
©ax Is Only solo. ‘Wagon’ is similar at a fa re “te 

a ‘ ay 3 ar, at a faster tempo. Sax sectio rorl 
| stands out best, ait vee 


Wagon’ (Columbia 35782) 


| PB nig cl peony eyes Inez’‘Peanut Vendor’ (Columbia 35799) 
Ps sd me _ gpl tunes cut by Cugat Since shifting to Columbia, 
rhumba » lnc tog Borg eons = agg Pg nea eager ssnece = 
“sient ya poe ce A Job whic h puts the band in a strong light. 
etal anot} pat for a smart arrangement. Blending of strings, 
Ss, etc., makes it shine. Bandmen chorus lyrics on both sides 


ALULE 


" a 

( Will Bradley ‘Or Have ¥’-‘Blue September’ (Columbia 35800) 
Bradley has gained a foothold in the record buying trade with boogie 
woogie stuff. | 
with a pop. 


| 


Hag Brag idea is to consolidate those gains and try to hit 
>. ave I’ will carry him far toward that goal. Band has 
never sounded better on sweet stuff. Slow, started away by a solid trom- 
bone solo, the fine melody is given clean, easy tempoed and smooth plays 
ing, studded with a strong Jimmy Valentine vocal. There's a short sax solo 
| Reverse is not as strong a tune. It's adequately done, however. 


fi Valentine 
agaln vocals, 





Walter Gross ‘Improvisation in Keys’-‘Creepy Weepy’ (Biuebird 10937) 
Gross is rated a top man on the keys. He’s wasting his time on such sides 
as these two. No fault can be found with the execution, but the material 
| wasn't worth his attention. Except for occasional bursts it’s dry as a bone 
and extremely monotonous, except maybe to students. Though they’re two 
| different tunes the Hipover sounds like a continuation of the first. 

Tony Pastor ‘Let’s Dream This One’-‘Love 9f Life’ (Bluebird 10938) 

Pastor has been moving along steadily. At good tempo the first side, 
a ballad, is among his best to date. It rolls smoothly, picking up appeal 
| with each spin. Dorsey Anderson's vocal and leader’s sax stand out. 
| Reverse is in same groove, vocalled by Kay Little. Band sounds good. 
but needs a distinguishing mark. 





Glenn Miller ‘Isn’t That Love’-‘Do You Know Why” (Bluebird 10936) 
| Miller’s arrangement of this rhythm tempoed ballad is a neat job, but he 
deserves a boot for building such a likable writing then allowing an eXx- 
tremely unattractive Jack Lathrop vocal to ruin it. It’s like painting a 
colorful landscape with an ugly scar of some kind. Reverse is typically 
| Miller ballad, well done and studded with a smooth Ray Eberle vocal. 
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Chief Mpls. Bluenose Runs Into Grief 
When Extortion Raps Rap His Agents 


+ actor who once thought he was a 





Harkinses’ 30th Anni 


Jim and Marion Harkins celebrate 
their 30th wedding anniversary to- 
morrow (Thursday), which is un- 
usual for both show business and an 








Minneapolis, Dec. 38. 


Troubles are piling up for the Rev. 
Henry J. Soltau, local vice crusader 
and head of the Minnesota State 
Law Enforcement League, which has 
been responsible for the clamping 
of the lid down on night clubs’ after- 
hour activities, non-licensed all- 
night establishments, gambling, etc. 
As the result of some of his agents’ 
involvement in extortion attempts, 
the Hennepin county grand jury this 
week is initiating an investigation of 
the reverend himself to try to as- 
certain if he had any knowledge of 
the money collections allegedly 
made by his aides. | 


F. T. Wolfe, who pleaded guilty to | 
a $3,000 shakedown attempt in con- | 
nection with the investigation of | 
gambling in Shakopee, near here, | 
already has been sentenced to two | 
years’ imprisonment. George E. Wal- 
lace, attorney for and one of the 
directors of Soltau’s league, pleaded 
guilty to a charge of trying to shake 
down the gambling interests when 
the state at his trial sprang a dicta- | 
phone transcription of his conversa- 
tions. The court fined him $250, but 
suspended a prison term. 

Another Soltau investigator, David 
Winchester, has been indicted for 
extortion and compounding a felony, 
William Peters, -a’ ‘tavern ‘keeper, 
claiming he paid Winchester $75 to 
‘fix’ a charge lodged by the latter 
during his investigations. 

The recorded conversations made | 
in connection with the Wallace- | 
Wolfe transactions at Shakopee dis- 
closed that the pair had promised to | 
keep Soltau away from Shakopee if. 
they were paid $6,500 at once and | 
$400 a week indefinitely, permitting 
the reopening of the gambling 
houses and the operation of slot ma- | 
chines in the town. A $3,000 pay- 
ment was made to Wolfe, but he was 
nabbed immediately with the money 
in his possession. 

In a lengthy statement to the press 
and public, Soltau says develop- | 
ments have been ‘a great surprise 
and disappointment’ to him and to 
the league; that he and the league 
have been ignorant at all times of | 
any unlawful activities on the part 
of some of the agents and investi- 
gators, and that it will not be de- 
terred from continuing its work to 
stamp out vice and lawbreaking. | 
The statement took to task the dis- 
trict court judge who, in sentencing 
Wallace and Wolfe, attacked the law 
enforcement league and praised a 
grand jury which upheld county and 
local officials, although a number of 
those arrested on gambling charges 
at the league’s instigation pleaded 
guilty. 


S. F. AGVA LOCAL’S 1ST 
BENEFIT GROSSES $2,837 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. 

First benefit attempted here by 
local of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, grossed $2,837 for 
the sick relief fund and held the 
customers in their pews until four 
o'clock last Saturday morning (30). | 
Affair, which ran nearly four hours, 
probably will become annual event 
as a result of reception accorded 
initialer. 

Edward Arnold, Screen Actors 
Guild prexy, topped names appear- 
ing at Golden Gate. 


A.C.’s Dual-Turkey Windfall 


Atlantic City, Dec. 3. 

Two Thanksgivings, officially. pro- 
claimed by Mayor Taggart, proved 
profitable to this resort. While Nov. 
21 was New Jersey’s holiday, the 
following week was observed by 
Pennsylvania and this led A. C.’s 
mayor to proclaim second holiday 
here, | 

Beachfront hotels reported mod-_ 
erately full houses, especially the 
latter Thursday when Philadel- | 
phians came here. Nite spots, restau- | 
rants and hotels provided special en- | 
tertainment both times. 























Cynda Glenn Returning 


Cynda Glenn has been set by Miles | 
Ingalls for Loew’s State, N. Y., Dec. | 
19, a deferred committment due to | 
her bookings in South America, ' 
Starting at the Copacabana, Rio de 
Janeiro, plus other spots. ° 
Comedienne is en route from Rio, 
having sailed Nov. 27, ' 


chiropractor. 

‘Uncle Jim’ Harkins has been chief 
aide to Fred Allen for the past sev- 
erak years, 


‘Smart’ Suckers 





San Francisco, Dec. 3. 
Town is getting a big laugh at 
the expense of sophisticated 
Frisco nite-spotters who, it 
seems, really don’t know the dif- 
ference between one drink and 
another. Bombshell was ex- 
ploded by Milton Duffy, chief 
of the food and drug section of 
the state health department, 
who this week end stated that 
many swank joints are handing 
out the cheapest grades of whis- 
key under the guise of deluxe 
blends—and at 75c. a drink, too. 
Not so funny is fact that with 
30 cases of adulteration already 
discovered here, bottle refillers 
face fines of $1,000 and one-year 
jail terms if convicted. 





Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
The Gus Edwardses are celebrat- 
ing their 35th anni this week. 


AGVA MULLS 








New executive committee of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has been meeting twice weekly in 
New York in its effort to completely 
reorganize the variety actors’ union. 











|Charles Miller, general manager of | 


| Morris, Jr., Sam Lyons, Jack Davies, 


Several more changes, especially in 


personnel, are planned but it’s not 
definite as yet. 
e Due to be replaced are John Ve- 
,lasco and Joseph Ehrlich, N. Y. or- 
NAMED BY | ganizers, and Lee Traver, national 


rep now situated in Chicago and who 
General membership meeting of 


figured in the rumpus of the Philly 
local a couple of months ago. An- 
the Artists Representatives Assn. at 


other change will probably be in 
AGVA’s counsel, Mildred Roth, who 
came.-over from Paul Turner’s of- 
fice at Equity, presently holding that 
post. It’s felt that Miss Roth is not 
sufficiently familiar with vaude and 
nitery artist and agent problems. 
Only holdout in the deal between 











‘the Edison hotel, New York, Monday | AGVA and theatres playing vaude in 


night (2) elected a new board of |New York is Warner Bros., but the 
governors for the one-year-old 10- | latter asks only a couple of minor 
percenters’ organization. Board will | Changes that should be quickly ad- 
elect a new slate of officers. | have signed the agreement and the 
, . 'contracts are being held at Loew’s 
Aside from the election of the | °°” R 7 — 2 . 
board, only other business trans- | until WB's also comes over, it hav- 


E _|ing been agreed that the five-year 
acted at the meeting was the read ‘contract would be signed in concert. 


ing of a 10-page report by Bill Kent, |If any changes are made in the 
PrOneens, OR _" oe a oF ara | WB contract, they naturally wil] be 
— —- the gp Borns eee | included in the deals with the other 
Variety Artists, Screen Actors Guild | Circuits and indie operators and 
and most recently the American bookers such as the Brandts, Fanch- 
Federation of Radio Artists. hoe & Marco and Eddie Sherman. 


} 
New ARA board, half of whom are | 
incumbents, includes Milton W 


Krasny, general manager of cen.| Vernon Hearing Set 
eral Amusement (Rockwell); Jesse | e 
On Bouncing Check 





Kaye, of Fanchon & Marco; Lester 
Laden, of Rudy Vallee Orchestras; 








Music Corp. William| Wally Vernon, the comic, comes 
|into Felony court, New York, tomor- 
Miles Ingalls, Herman Citron, Phil |row (Thursday) for a further hear- 
Coscia, William Shilling and George ing on the charge of passing a worth- 
Wood. Additions to the board will | less check for $450 in White Pine, 
be the new slate of officers and it’s| Nev. He was picked up while ap- 
likely that Kent will be continued pearing at Loew’s State on Broad- 
in the presidency. way a couple of weeks ago at the 
behest of Denver authorities and has 
been out under $500 bond since. 

According to the district attorney’s 
office in N. Y., Vernon passed the 
bouncer after being taken to the 
cleaners in a stud poker game in 
| White Pine. 


of America; 





Castain and Barry, dance team, 
will be in the group appearing with 
Ben Bernie at week’s engagement in 
Rainbo Room of New Kenmore 
Hotel, Albany, starting Dec. 4. 


4 DISMISSALS 


Free Talent Gimmicks for Niteries 





Beauty and Beast 





Baltimore, Dec. 3. 

Oasis, 16-year-old slum spot 
bonanza here, applied some re- 
verse English in its advertising 
last week by mentioning town’s 
other niteries and _ cocktail 
lounges by name and urging 
patronage for them. 

Suggested that a followup 
gander at the contrastingly ter- 
rible doings on tap at its own 
basement would be a_ perfect 
chaser to a night out. 





| = 








CURFEW FOR 


| 


_ ARMY-NAVY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 
Philly nitery ops are wondering 
| whether: the city ‘fathers are soften- 








‘ing up anent~the Sabbath curfew in | 


iview of the hands-off policy the 
ipast weekend, when the joy spots 
‘were jammed with celebrants from 
|the Army-Navy football game. Al- 
though police officials refused to 
‘comment either publicly or  pri- 
|vately, those in the know say that 
come next Saturday night the flat- 
feet will again make the rounds at 
|midnight sharp with their ‘that’s all’ 
| signal. 

‘Army-Navy game _ is 
|special,’ is the consensus around City 
Hall. The biz interests, hotels, etc., 
had put pressure on the powers- 
that-be to be lenient in view of the 
| thousands of visitors in town. 

| Best estimates show that the grid 
\fans left $1,000,000 in the tills of the 
hotels, restaurants, niteries, theatries, 


etc., over the week-end, not tin in| 


view of the long stretch of punk biz 
| since pre-election. More __—itthan 
$150,000 found its way in the jeans of 
,cafe operators and an equal amount 
lin the b.o.s of film palaces and legit 
| houses. 

| With the city administration 
|adamant in its stand against relax- 
ling the curfew, only hope for nitery 
| biz lies in the forthcoming session of 
ithe State Legislature, which con- 
|venes after Jan. 1. Members of the 
|body have been approached by the 
Cafe Owners Assn. and a bill to ex- 
\tend the Saturday night closing hour 
will certainly be/ introduced. 
Whether it will pass will depend on 
the pressure of the bluenose groups, 
| which are keeping close tabs on the 
| situash. 
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something | 


Ruled Out by Actor Unions and TA 


Celebrity nights or gfternoons, or 
any other nitery gimmick to get 
free talent, were definitely ruled out 
by the talent unions and Theatre 
Authority late last week. Hence- 
forth acts must be paid one-seventh 
of their established week’s salary, or 
else the nitery must contribute half 
the gross on its cover or minimum 
charges to the TA, which is the 
clearing agency for funds going to 
the various theatrical charities. 

In making the ruling, TA and the 
unions were cognizant that~- the 
niteries might try the dodge of pay- 
ing all vaude and nitery guesters the 
$10 one-night minimum - salary. 
Hen it was clearly 





la ‘Celebrity Night’ show, while 
ithose above must get one-seventh. 
If it’s okay with the acts, however, 
the nitery can turn over half the 
cover or minimum charges to TA. 
In such spots where there are no 
covers or minimums, one could be 
put on. 

One of the most important steps, 
however, was inclusion in the ruling 
that no nitery that has failed to sign 
a closed shop agreement with 
AGVA can hold a ‘Celebrity Night.’ 
-This will. probably bring-~-Leon -&- 
Eddie’s, New York, quickly into an 
agreement with AGVA, as L. & E.’s 
run such a party every Sunday 
night. Other spots that will be af- 
fected are the Miami Beach niter- 
ies, where ‘Cocktail Hours,’ a simi- 
lar celebrity gag, is habitual on 
Sundays. In fact, Max Halperin, TA 
head in Chicago, leaves for Miami 
today (Wednesday) to assist TA’s 
rep there, Bert Green, in lining up 
ithe niteries. 

Also recently decided upon ‘is the 
attachment of a printed slip to all 
| engagement contracts that the arte 
ist’s representative and the booker 
must both sign, and which makes 
|them cognizant that no actor can 
|play a free show or benefit without 
approval of Theatre Authority. The 
| rider reminds the agents and book- 
;}ers that performers are subject to 
| fines of as high as $1,000 if they ap- 
| pear at unauthorized berefits. 
| A proposal for the setting up of a 
| central relief committee, which 
— supplant the present policy 
| of TA dividing coin among all the 
| aeasesoe charities and actor unions, 
| is presenthy under consideration. It 
| was submitted by Ashley Miller, but 
such an idea has been broached be- 
fore. It’s unlikely that one of the 
|actor charity groups will want to 
| give up the authority they presently 
wield. 


| GEO. PRICE COMEBACK 


| DEPENDS ON MARKET 


If the stock market continues as 
'dull as it is, Georgie Price will do 
a vaude comeback but still retain 
his seat on the exchange. Partnered 
in George E, Price & Co. are Rich- 
ard Davis, and Ray Sandler is an- 
other associate, clearing through H. 
Hentz & Co., so the former musical 
comedy player can still service his 
clients. 

Price staged all three of the 
‘Financial Follies,’ which the Finan- 
cial Writers Assn. of N.Y. produces 
| annually, and he had an idea of com- 
bining the best elements from the 
three editions into a revue, housed 
in such a spot as the American Mu- 
sic Hall on East 55th street, N.Y. 
| However, he’s given up the idea. 
The American also has the Pago- 
Pago club as an adjunct, which gave 
rise to a report Price was going into 
the nitery, which isnt so, however, 
as he has an NBC sustaining bid, 
| plus other channels, 














New Memphis Nitery 





Memphis, Dec. 8. 

The Claridge hotel preemed its 
;new Balinese Room with the music 
|of Eddy Rogers last week. Tropi- 
|cal motif predominates in spot de- 
| signed by Oscar Nordstron, of Chi- 
| cago. 
| Rendezvous returns to a _ floor 
| show policy after year’s abandon- 
|ment. First unit will include the 
| Kurtis Brothers’ Marionettes, Dolly 
Arden, Burns and White, and Irene 
Janis, Rogers’ band singer 

Bob Millar’s orch follows for a 
fortnight commencing Dec. 6. Then 
| Nick Stuart’s band with Paul Ro- 





| 














1 





| sini’s magie included. 





stated that © 


| | Hence, 
only such performers whose salary 
was below $75 minimum would get 
,the $10 minimum for appearing on 


a 
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Unit Reviews 





PAN-AMER. REVUE 


| 
(PANTAGES, BIRMINGHAM) | 


Birmingham, Ala., Nov. 30 
Three Taketas, Bob Hopkins, Van 


and Arvola, Spay and_ Prosper, 
Franceta, Carlos and his South 
Americans (10); House Line (10); 


‘Opened By Mistake’ (Par). 

‘Pan-American Revue’ is okay va- 
riety, with the Latins interspersed 
freely with the Manhattans for 70 
minutes running time. 


ness and crudeness of much of the 
proceedings. 

Arthur W. Spaulding, emceeing, 
refrains from much gagging and, for 
the most part, confines himself to 
plain introductions and 
ments of the various stunts. He is 
a smooth, convincing talker, but he 
does nothing to pep up the action. 
After an opening parade there's a 
75-yard medley swim with husky 
Charlie Diehl pitted against a six- 
girl team. Cornelia Gilssen, Jean 
Smith and Madeline Karson are 
next, offering various dives. . 

Frank Foster, comic, who pops in 


— aa thi ons ot pag on Mon at occasional intervals, —- 
arlos an is out! ericz “ A an aren 
—— as ith Bert Van handling with Tommy McKee to ist 
arenes te wr TI T k sta ore world-famous strokes. or his in- 
m.c. role. 1e iree Taketas 
oldtimers in vaudeville who work 
atop a high pole with grace and 
sureness. The foot juggling and 


flash wind-up are as precise as if 
cut from a pattern. 

Bob Hopkins offers imitations of 
Winchell, Fred Allen, Bergen and 
McCarthy, etc. His singing was bet- | 
ter received than the mimicry, which 
is a bit stale. Van and Arvola prove 
to be xylophone experts as well as 
dancers. They are Okay in _ spot 
between dance numbers by linegirls. 

Comedy acrobatics are the forte of 
Spay and Prosper. Much of their 
material is pretty ancient, but the | 
acrobatics invoked much laughter. | 
Franceta is a singer and models her 
songs on tlre order of Carmen Miran- 
da, but the difference is obvious. 

Line of 10 girls boasts looks and | 
ability in rhumba, conga and tango. | 
Capacity house furnished several 
encores at both matinee and night, 
shows on day caught. Wind. 


WATER FOLLIES 


(AUDITORIUM, MPLS.) 





Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 


W. Spaulding, Charlie) 


Arthur 


| formations. 


itial effort Crabbe shows the evolu- 
tion of swimming, showing how man 
took his cue from the animals. 
12 aquafemmes then contribute 
rhythm routines and a number of 
' Miss Lee warbles 
through the mike and Crabbe comes 


on again to demonstrate famous 
swimming strokes. The first part 
ends with its best feature, ‘a fire- 


men’s night shirt relay race’ between 


two teams of girls, each led by a| 


Racers must come out of the 
water and doff the red night shirt 
which is put on by another team 
member before she can jump into 
the water. Good for laughs and ex- 
citing, too. 
Dual diving by Diehl and Jimmy 
Rice is productive of several nifty 
stunts. Introduced as Eleanor Holm’s 
‘understudy,’ shapely Miss Lee joins 
Crabbe for some rhythm swimming. 
Precise formations by the water bal- 
let are similar to those performed 
in the first part, the lack of varia- 
tion in the routines and performance 
being one of the show's snags. Joe 
Peterson, a trick diver, is easily the 
company’s star, his work meriting 
the adjective ‘extraordinary.’ He 


man. 


first performs with Rice and then 
!with Diehl. The sock of the entire 
show. however, is the neat trick 


Diehl, Cornelia Gilissen, Jean Smith,| comedy diving of Peterson and Fos- 


Frank Foster, 


Madeline Karson, 


(12). Buster Crabbe, Joe Peterson, | 
Jimmy Rice, Peggy Lee, Betty Wil- 
son Orch (12). 





Brought from New York by Sam 
Snyder, this show represents an at- 
tempt to capitalize on the prestige 


attained by Billy Rose’s Aquacades, | 


the billing being ‘Stars of (in small 
type) Billy Rose’s Aquacade,’ with 
the last three words played up heav- 
fly. It’s in a very small scale, the 
entire performers’ entourage com- 
prising only 23, and is sans names, 
excepting Buster Crabbe, reported 
as being on a leave of absence from 
his Hollywood studio at $650 per 
week. It apparently is economically 
budgeted throughout. 

Minus flash, elaborate production, 
effective lighting, first-rate staging, 
impressive numbers of performers 
and the galaxy of singing and var- 
iety stars and name band, which, 
along with the aquatic performance, 
made the Rose show the New York 
World's Fair ace “attraction, it re- 
solves itself simply into an exhibi- 
tion of high-quality swimming, div- 
ing and group water formations 
dragged out over two hours, includ- 
ing an intermission, and reminiscent 
of the Lottie Mayer vaude offerings. 

Show suffers plenty from lack of 
variety, slowness and the absence of 
the Rose or alrnost any other show- 
manship. The performers are ex- 
tremely proficient, as far as swim- 
ming and diving skill are concerned, 
and for anyone interes‘ed in aquatic 
sports the show would be interest- 
ing enough, although probably not 
sufficiently outstanding, even 
them, to generate a large amount of 
enthusiasm conducive to substantial 


word-of-mouth boosting necessary to | 


fill the Auditorium for five nights. 
Because of the publicity which ac- 
crued to the Rose Aquacades and the 


se of the Billy Rose anc quacade | 
use ft > a Re 2 ° ‘4 4 “ - 2 oi the May Wynn Foursome in _ tap 
la Ss tl mign t LOO c nce= | * . s 
— ; at ces “ gps : Bg ‘y_| routines: Although she tries hard 
aroun su wi ot attain any- ay 
a oe t} at the & and injects a lot of personality into 
where near the vogue of the ice Aeliveryv Miss TLane’s vocaling is 
shows or repeat like them because it | cy; oy 49> Login, than rendinnea 
hasn’t the color. costuming. diver- | ~ ly better than mediocre. Her 
hes ts Saupe. eT ae a Jancing is more clicky. The Wynn 
sity, elaborate spectacle, size, speed “cape ake ale : vine 

J: ’ ! Pe scar% ; ’| Foursome, which also contains Nat 
liveliness and actual entertainment Draynor and Waliv Wynn, is better 

° ° < it) « l a fl, S 4! 

In this instance, management was than average. with each taking a 
in hands of local promoters, one of |. ", » Sy Serer “pene A 
them a very popular former news spot for a tap specialty. Gerard is 
rit ‘ < i wo ° 

a. ge ‘ pleasing as emcee, although style of 


paperman, and the newspapers went 
of gratis 
the enterprise ' 


the 
However, 


oY in matter 


publicity. 


arhnaard 
C2 VOLTS 


got off to an unfortunate start be- | 


cause the water in the tank could 
not be properly heated in time on 
account of a late start and the first- 
night audience, after being seated 
had to be dismissed. On the third 
night, when caught, audience num- 
oo approximately 2,200, takings 

eing around $1,500. Gross for the 
four nights and two matinees is es- 
timated at $8,000, which probably 
would mean a small deficit or, at 
best, no profit for anyone concerned. 

A 40 x 90 tank in which the per- 
formers disport is set up on the 
Auditorium lower floor, seating of 
tustomers being confined to the bal- 
sonies. Banked by imitation grass, 
the tank has the appearance of a 
large pool in the garden setting. A 
12-piece local orchestra and a fem- 
{nine singer, Peggy Lee, recruited 
heres are stationed opposite one end 
of the tank. Performers have a con- 
siderable distance to travel from the 
stage to the diving platforms and 
tank, contributing to the amateurish- 


| ter. 
Tommy McKee, Aquafemmes Ballet! tire cast. 


for | 


The finale brings out the en- 
Rees. 


Broadway Passing Show 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE) 





Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 30. 
Mickey Gerard, Charley Taye, Ed 
| West, Jimmy Gerard and Tillie Mar- 

co, Patricia Lane, May Wynn, Nat 
| Draynor, Wally Wynn, Johnny 
| Vance’s Broadway Swingsters, (8) 
| Line (8); ‘Calling Ali Husbands, 
| Warner Bros. 


, 


| Getting away from the standard 
|way of presenting vaude acts, 
|‘Broadway Passing Show’ is pre- 
|sented effectively in two scenes—a 
| magistrate’s court and a night club. 
|Show opens with nitery performers 
hailed before ‘Judge’ Charley Taye 
|for indecent exposure with result 
| Taye and policeman Ed West go to 
club to pass on decency of acts. 
| Taye sells himself as an above-the- 
|average comic in the role of the 
| sawed-off judge who is not immune 
|to the appeal of a shapely thigh. He 
gets off some fast lines with the aid 
lof his judicial props in the opening 
| scenes and contributes a comic dance 
ito the night club performance that 
is near-socko. Ed West feeds him 
| the lines. 
| Jimmy Gerard and Tillie Marco, 
with emcee Mickey Gerard playing 
straight. contribute an average comic 
| turn. 


Like Rain On Cherry’ Blossom 
| Lane’ in a fashion that pulls plaudits. 
| Featured is Juno. mind reader, 


who gives one performance from 
| stage as a buildup for appearance in 
|lobby for mind-reading sittings with 
ij customers. Act went over so-so. 

| Pert Patricia Lane, featured vocal- 
list, makes two appearances, one in 
acrobatic-tan specialty and once with 


show doesn’t give him much to do. 

One of the best turns is Whitey 
Poticher, bass player in band, when 
jhe solos with bass and whangs it 
from all angles. 
ynssibilities. Johnny Vance’s orch 
Dlays from stage and is highlighted 
by bass-thumping of Poticher. 

Line gives better than average 
performance in three standard ap- 
pearances, coming out once in nifty 
prison costumes in judicial scene. 
once for a conga number and finally 
for a Hawaiian shake. Various acts 
take part In musical, patriotic finale. 
Show did fair biz. Just. 








Vaude in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 3. 
RKO Shubert, burg’s sole vaud- 
film house, will add stage shows Dec. 
27 for a run of from 12 to 14 weeks, 
which is shorter than last season. 
Opening week’s show not set as 
| yet. 








announc- | 


The | 


This trio then sings ‘It Looks | 


He has strong comie 


New S.F. Vaude Try 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. 
Frisco wili get another vaude 
try Christmas Day, according to Joe 


‘town Tivoli. Plans a weekly change 
of around five acts plus a single fea- 
ture on screen ’ 

Only regularly operating vaude 
house in town is RKO’s Golden Gate. 


INDICT 4 ST.L. CAFES 
FOR BOOZE VIOLATIONS 


| St. Louis, Dec. 3. 
| Operators of four niteries, three 
in the downtown 

other in midtown, were among 104 
persons indicted last week by the 
local grand jury on liquor violation 
|} charges. All but one of the true 
| bills charges misdemeanors in the 
‘sale of liquor after closing hours or 
on Sunday, and these violations are 
| punishable by fines ranging from 
| $50 to $1,000 and imprisonment in 
the local hoosegow up to one year, 
or both. The one felony indictment 
charges sale of intoxicating liquor in 
a 3.2 beer establishment. 

The nitery operators named are 
Steve Cady, of the Steve Cady Club; 
Ray Gooris, of the Circle Club; 
Garmia Fariana, of the Coconut 
Grove Club, and William Selim, of 
the Golden Dragon Club. 


Det. Vaude Spots Switch 
Shows for Xmas Charity 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

The first week in many moons that 
the Michigan and Fox, first-run 
houses, both come up with stage 
shows will find the two houses trad- 
ing talent. What happened is that 
the annual Old Newsboys’ campaign 
for Christmas funds for the needy 
| kids falls the same week that the 
two houses had shows booked. 

So for the Dec. 7 midnight charity 
| performance, the Fox’s ‘Streets of 
Paris’ will play the Michigan, while 
the Michigan show, headed by Bob 
| Chester’s band, will visit the Fox 
| Stage. Both stage shows will be en- 
|hanced by the top acts from the 
i night clubs, 











| Detroit’s New Vaudfilmer 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

Having gotten away to a fair start 
| with its showing of ‘Pastor Hall,’ the 
| Town Hall here, which for many 
years was Orchestra Hall, home of 
| the city’s syrnphony orchestra, closed 
for a few days to remodel the front 














|more in keeping with theatre archi- | 


itecture. A new electric sign and 
large marquee will be installed. 

| The house resumes on Dec. 6 with 
|a combination of first runs with 


vaudeville. 


On Miami Front 


Miami, Dec. 3. 

Bert Lown is in town for a rest, 
|after filling year’s engagement at 
Copacobana Palace in Rio 
neiro, May grab spot here for sea- 
| son, returning to Rio in May. 
| Ben Brooks has signed Ina Ray 
| Hutton’s band and the Valero Sis- 
ters for formal opening of his Car- 
rousel bar, late in December. 


New Act 











KAREN COOPER 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Rainbow Grill, N. Y¥. 

Karen Cooper effects a semi-exotic 

turbaned head-dress with her simple 
white dinner gown, while giving out 
rhythm songs at the mike in stand- 
ard manner. A _ nice looking girl, 
| she’s partial to Cole Porterisms like 
‘Got You Under My Skin’ and ‘Get 
a Kick Out of You,’ along 
| ‘Great Day Coming Manana’ and the 
| like. Of strong vocal range, she 
should tone down her mike approach 
as it’s inclined to blast a bit. In a 
measure she reminds of the Ethel 
Merman school of vocalizing, doing 
one of those Al Siegelesque high- 
pitched crescendos to cap one of her 
tunes. 

The turban, etc. is a question sar- 
torially, as she is personable and can 
stand more orthodox attire for cafe 
values. 

Barry Winton’s expert band gives 
her a good orchestral assist for the 
backup, and incidentally he has a 
good vocalist in Jean Murray on the 
podium. Holding over are Don Jul- 
ian and Marjori with their better- 


than-average ballroomology. Mar- 
jori is especially photogenique, and 
their new routine eclipses what 


district and the | 


de Ja- | 


with | 














therefore would the public ‘restrain’ 
itself. 


up 
|are only doused when some yester- 
|year French film (usually one with 
‘bi-lingual Lilian Harvey) is pro- 
jected. 


ushers, managerial attaches and, it . ; 
‘is suspected, Gestapo representatives | wanted. 


march up and down the aisles, to 
see who does make any demonstra- 


tion while the newsreels are on, For 
the features, lights are doused. 
Georges Carpentier is back in 


| Paris, but has refused to reopen his 
|popular bistro in the Champs-Ely- 
| sees sector because of his objection 
| to ‘greeting’ German patronage. 
Cafes are doing landoffice busi- 
ness because of escapology and it’s 
the only place where pre-Nazified 
Paris can still dine out with a sem- 


|eards are being more sharply ad- 
hered to. 


Revue Houses Bullish 


6 p.m. curtain. The 10 p.m. curfew 


strictly for Nazi males and 
French demi-mondaines. But cab- 
laret dinner business (somewhat bar- 
baric to yestermonth Paris, where 


at 9-10 p.m.) is the paradoxical suc- 
cess, 

Henry Lartigue, the Paris agent 
and restaurateur, w.k. to Ameri- 
cans through the Clifford C. Fischer- 
Lartigue representation of William 
Morris (U. S.) and Foster agency 
(London) acts, has been mustered 
out of the French medical corps and 
has reopened Ciro’s. Formerly 





deurs as well. 
fashionable restaurant for whatever 
moneyed natives there are, plus of 
course the Nazi officials, military, 
diplomatique, et al. 

Pilcer saw Sandra 
American showgirl, regularly in 
| Maxim’s, and denies the published 
reports of a romance with or mar- 
riage to a Nazi General Von Eppe. 
Also states he thinks that could 
hardly happen with any American 
showgirl. 

Lartigue’s whereabouts will be 
news to Clifford Fischer, whose 
| ‘Folies Bergeres’ unit has been tour- 
jing America. Fischer is at present 
|in Beverly Hills, and a shock also 
| will be the fact that his home 
| Bougival, Paris suburb, likewise 
| w.k. to Americans visiting Paris, is 
|a complete shambles, along with 
| other fine residences in that sector. 
| Furthermore, somehow Fischer's 
| home was singled out for raiding on 
| his wine-cellar and a swastika made 
| 
| 





of emptied vintage bottles now 
decorates his lawn. 
Albert, Trenet Alive 
Albert, famed maitre d’hotel at 
Maxim's, is very much alive despite 


| . 

;contrary reports; ditto Charles 
Trenet, songwriter and cafe star, 
likewise reported killed in service. 


They want Maurice Chevalier back 
into Paris music halls from his Can- 
nes retreat, where, presently, most 
French showfolk have sought refuge. 
His manager, Max Ruppin, has com- 


municated with the Nazi fuehrer of 


| the French theatre, one Herr Reid- 
| macher, but the Nazis don’t want 
| Marie Raye, Polish showgirl friend 
of Chevalier, to return with him. 
Guitry, despite a legend about a 
Jewish grandmother, seems a spe- 
Cia] character with the Nazis and is 
one of the very few non-officials who 
has been given a motor car and 
petrol rations. Others, of course, 
travel by bicycle, and _ taxicycles, 


| with an enclosed miniature caboose 
On a tandem effect, are now the 
popular means of 
Furthermore, all vehicles must 
| travel set main boulevard routes; no 


| detours. 

Scaring Students 
Sorbonne University demonstrators 
| against the invaders were given a 


| ‘lesson’ by having certain youths | 


| lined up against the wall before a 
Nazi firing squad, but they shot up 
in the air, just to scare ’em. 


| Meyer, who has leased the down- | turn only creates unemployment, 


Harry Pilcer On Paris 


Continued from page 1 


blance of yesteryear gaiety, but food | 


Revue theatres, despite the 6 p.m. | 
curtains, likewise are bullish, but 
Sascha Guitry couldn't make a box- | 
office success of it with legit at a/| 


obtains for Parisians; after 11 p.m. | 
Paris is almost its oid self, but it’s | 


the | chateau, he 


fashionable dining only commenced | found his belongings stored in 


he | 
{and Fischer operated Les Ambassa- | 
Maxim’s is still the | 


Rambeau, | 


in | 


transportation. | 


Paul Derval, of Folies Bergere, re- | 


| turned to Paris to find somebody had 
| ‘bought’ his famed theatre and he 
had to ‘buy’ it back for 85,000 
|franes. That, like the Casino de 
| Paris, is doing good music-hall busi- 
|ness. Latter, instead of Henri 
| Varna management, has a coopera- 
tive show headed by Spafol Spado- 











has just been taken over. The 
Siritzkys’ whereabouts is still a 
mystery. Mitty Goldin, of Rottem- 


| At the same time, lights remain | bourg & Goldin, is very persona 
for the newsreel projection, and | non grata with the Nazis and he’s 


| hiding out in Vichy. His ABC va- 
| riety theatre runs ‘approved’ vaude- 
| ville. Odette, famed cafe satirist, 


Just to make sure, further, | Whose takeoffs on Hitler before the 


invasion were very popular, is also 
Lucienne Boyer's Chez 

Elle is doing turnaway smart cafe 
trade. 
| Pilcer, who was in ‘Honeymoon 
| Express’ (Shuberts) in 1911 with the 
| late French star, Gaby Delys, was 
| brought by her to Paris in 1912 for 
a Palace (Paris revue theatre) show. 
| Pileer has been there ever since. 

He has only made a few trips back 
,to the States, and has been away 
from New York the past 14 years 
| consecutively. To American and in- 
| ternational showfolk he’s known as 
‘the perennial juvenile,’ looking 
considerably under his 52 years of 
age. 
| Finds Gaby Delys’ Shcine Gone 
| His deep regard for Mlle. Delys* 
memory endeared him to the senti- 
mental French, who got to know of 
the permanent shrine burning in 
front of her rare portrait at Pilcer’s 
| Left Bank house. When in June he 
walked to Vichy (took him six days) 
and was succored by friends at a 
figured none would 
| desecrate the shrine. When he re- 
| turned in October, going from the 
occupied to the uncecupied zone, he 
his 
cellar; his house occupied; the shrine 

dismantled and the painting gone. 

The Nazi authorities have promised 
| to search for the Delys portrait and 
‘return it. His personal belongings 
weren’t molested much save for the 
| locks of his trunks being shot off, but 
otherwise little was taken. 
| The Folies Bergeres’ spacious foyer 
is the site of a cafe entertainment; 
the major auditorium is closed. The 
Empire, best known ‘bigtime’ vaude- 
|} ville theatre on Avenue Wagram, 
|near the Etoile, is 100% for Ger- 
|mans only. The Cafe de la Paix, 
Weber’s, Vatel, Fcuquet’s, Le Select, 
Le Dome, La Coupoule and kindred 
| famed sidewalk cafes are as is. Le 
Triomphe, on the Champs-Elysees, is 
one of the few ‘Juif tnterdit’ (‘Jews 
| barred’) cafes. The shops carry 
‘French maison’ or ‘Juif and Jude’ 
|connotations, to distinguish the 
|*Aryan’ aspects. Business is good, if 
the musical comedy folding money 
(marks) mean anything on a 20 
francs-per-mark exchange. It’s 107 
francs to the U. S. dollar. Normally 
it was 35 to the dollar. 

The Nazi soldiers’ excellent disci- 
pline, however, is maintained in their 
‘very correct’ deportment, excepting 
when native Paris goes to bed and 
they cut up in the nite life. 


Bomb Scares in Paris 
‘Alerts’ (bomb alarms) still go on, 
with musical comedy manifestations 
also. British bombers still fly over 
Paris, more or less at will, but do 
no damage. Pilcer, who startled 
frequently when he heard the whirr 
of an ambulance or police siren on 
New York streets, because they 
sound so much like the ‘alert,’ re 
calls a Thursday ‘alert’ drill, It was 
scheduled a week in advance and 
everybody was warned not to be 
| scared, for it was to test out the new 
sirens, On Wednesday, British 
bombers flew over Paris three time 
morning and evening, evidently en 
route to Italian objectives. The 
alarms worked very efficiently. But 
just the same, the next day, Thu 
day, per schedule, for purposes of 
the drill, they were sounded again 
3lackouts must then be strictly e1 
forced. If a light’s showing, the 
soldiers shoot at the window. Short 
wave radio listening fs tabu, whethe 





to U. S. or British kilocycles. New 
of course, is scarce. Anti-Semit 
campaigns are unsubtle, but don’t 


rest well with the populace. 

Many Harlem Americans, to whom 
Paris was truly a Negro paradise. 
| there formerly being no color line 
because of the French Senegalese 
and Martinique citizenry, are among 
the more pathetic strandees in Paris. 
There are many impecunious ofay 
Americans also stuck, unable to 
whangle the prover credentials and 
wherewithal to get out. Reported 
one boat may shortly evacuate them. 

Getting out of France into Spain, 
en route to Lisbon, is another ex- 


'perience. At Andaye, the Nazi au- 
|thorities even looked between 
,Pileer’s toes to see if he was 





smuggling anything out. 
Selling clipper reservations from 
Lisbon to America, when no seats 





they’ve shown in the past, opening |?” 
with a waltz, then a very cute flir-| lini, the dancer. 





| tation conceit, and finally a yester- | 


The Leon and Samy Siritzky cir- 


|are available, is another racket that 
| has burned up many an evacuee, but 
once they hit U. S. shores it seems 


jyear can-can. Abel. |cuit of cinemas (largest in France) | all’s forgiven and forgotten—gladly 
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St. Malachy’s, 


Nazi Propaganda 


Continued from page 3 











,at the Kosciuszko junior trade school 
|in connection with the study of Wag- 





Msgr. Edward F. Leonard, con- 
sidered one of the actors most faith- 
ful and unselfish friends as pastor 
for 20 years of St. Malachy’s Roman 
Catholic Church on West 47th street, 
New York, died last Wednesday 
night (27) in French hospital of 
heart disease. He had been ill for 
nearly a year and was 70 when the 
end came. 

St. Malachy’s was known as ‘the 
actors’ church’ and Father Leonard 
was a pillar of Broadway as he was 
of the church. He loved show peo- 
ple and din’t want to leave them, 
once saying: 

‘I want to live and die right here. 
I have come to understand and 
sympathize with my people, and I 
wouldn’t be happy anywhere else. 
My heart is with the actors.’ ; 

That the actors returned this af- 
fection was clearly shown in 1937 
when more than 600 theatre people 
attended a testimonial dinner to the 
pastor at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 
George M. Cohan, one of the speak- 
ers, stated: 

‘I never met any priest who was so 
loved, so revered and so admired as 
Father Leonard.’ Gene Buck was 
toastmaster of this dinner and, in- 
troducing Msgr. Leonard, said: 

‘I don’t know any priest, clergy- 
man or human being who has done 
more to bring ease and comfort and 
solace to members of my profession.’ 

This probably best explains why 
Father Leonard was known to all 
actors, of all creeds, and why Catho- 
lic, Jewish and Protestant  per- 
formers alike attended his services 


— music, and owing to its late 
by more than 1,500 and the attend- | @tTival it had not been previewed 
ance was a cross-section of the show | by school authorities, who acral 
business. All creeds were repre- suspected anything might possibly 
sented, the Catholic, Jewish, Epis- | be amiss. First scenes showed the 
copal Actors Guilds joining tems : : 
mourning the priest’s passing. Gene | and the Wagnerian theatre. Then it 
Buck, president of the American So- —— switched to modern dress, 
ciety of Authors, Composers and | Present-day street scenes and then 
Publishers, members of the Lambs | 'P° display of swatikas and Hitler 
and the Friars heard the Very Rev.|®S he stepped out of a motor car, 
Dr. Philip J. Furlong, president of | turned toward the camera, gave the 
Cathedral College, review the work | Nazi salute, then strode into the 
of Father Leonard. The mass was| W48ner theatre. Here the protest 
celebrated by the Right Rev. Joseph | fm the students, 75% of them Po- 
P. Donahue, Vicar General of the lish, became so noisy that further 
New York Archdiocese, while the | S®0wing was stopped. 

Most Rev. Stephen J. Donahue, Aux- FBI Called In 

iliary Bishop of New York, presided} Keith De Swarte, head of the Kos- 
and gave the absolution at the end/ciuszko school’s music department, 
of the service. Burial was in Cal-| at the instruction of Principal Burl 
vary Cemetery, Queens, where in| Lee Dougherty, notified the Federal 
1938 Father Leonard dedicated a) Bureau of Investigation, and the FBI 
shaft to the memory of 141 perform- | agents, following a private showing 
ers buried there. of the film in its entirety, made a 


lengthy report to their superiors. 
Saranac Lake 


‘Bayreuth, the City of Richard 
Wagner,’ was sent to the schoo! from 
By Happy Benway 


the German Railways Information 
office, which the Dies congressional 
Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 3. | nvestignting committee has listed as 

Paul Welch, who did the trick up | the No. 4 Nazi propaganda agency in 
here, is now working in Chicago. the United States—a fact previously 

Thanks to Arthur and Tootsie | U"known to the school officials, and 
Holmes for their cheer to this Col- it was returned with advices that 
ony. no more GRIO films would be ac- 

Max Steiner reports that he is do- |CePted, even though they were of- 
ing okay in Big Town. fered gratis. 

Arthur Lasky, of Pittsburgh, Arthur T. Spence, school board 
squibs: ‘Via VARIETY and your col- | president, instructed all principals to 
umn I have located and uncle who keep posted henceforth on all propa- 
I haven’t seen for over 15 years, | ganda agencies, and to preview all 








in | Old city of Bayreuth, nice scenery | 


and readily contributed in talent 
and money towards building a new| Dr. Charles Trembley shot a buck 
Actor's Chapel wing, which waS/| scaling 196 pounds. He was one of 
dedicated late in 1930, to St. Mala-/|the first medico to o.0. the old N.V.A. 


ington, Del.’ 





William Headley, formerly of Wilm- | 


film shown, while Peter T. Schoe- 
mann, school director, took steps via 
resolution to bar all films not passed 
by the censor board. 





chy’s. Benefit performances figured 
in raising this coin and the wing 
increased the church's’ capacity 
by 30%. The original Actor’s Chapel 
opened in 1921, a year after Father 
Leonard came to the parish. 


Special Thought to the Actor 


It was Father Leonard who ar- 
ranged a special 11:45 a.m. Sunday 
mass for actors so that the per- 
formers could get sufficient sleep 
after the previous night's work. 
Notices regarding this were posted 
backstage at all theatres. In 1936, 
Msgr. Leonard received permission 


Cafes Riled by Agents’ 


|patients over 20 years ago. 

Dorothy Maynard, former dancer, 
| here for a weekend checkup. Med- 
| icos reported she is absolutely okay. | On the other hand, Milwaukee 
Mickey Vernon, first baseman of cafe operators are all riled up over 
the Washington Senators, wintering | reports widely circulated to the ef- 
here at the Foster Greenwood es-_ fect that, due to Nazi pressure, they 
tate and helloing the gang. | are insisting to the bookers that only 

To Uncle Will Rossiter, Chicago | ‘Aryan’ talent be employed. Spots 
music publisher, thanks for sending | involved deny vehemently that this 
'his entire music catalog to the Will| is true and point to the current em- 
Rogers. |ployment of Jewish performers as 

Some time ago it was mentioned | eloquent refutation of the rumors. 
|that it would be swell to have a| Sam Pick, the best known veteran 
likeness 61 Will Rogers on a postage | nitery op in this area, proprietor 
|stamp. Since then 








‘Aryan’ Talent Propaganda | 








from the late Cardinal Hayes to in-| s Be ning 
stitute a weekly mass at four o'clock | tc hones ig sy Bigg Mc cnl 
Sunday mornings so that performers | n sorwa rn . 


: : | General. 
could go to church right from work Saiie eaten wiiue her apeenilix. 


and not break their Sunday rest. 4 3 “ AB ani A “ae 
But all of Father Leonard's work | brs ag Pisin, ey ‘NJ = 
was not spiritual. He befriended | P iia Cape aan ee 


tors in many other ways: advis7d | Bewcomer at the Rogers; ditto 
ays, < > | i nog > 
cae tx tase wuslnnin and domestic | Stanley Rauch, from Paramount in 
c | 
7 iy New York. 
problems and frequently called gg 
booking offices and arranged work 7 


took time out to 


isi azel Smith, while Seymore 
for performers who were broke. pA it Ha ination Dego were 
T} t however, never knew Grill and Charles DiDego were 
= oe, Sues seas P sree by relatives and friends 
that it was Father Leonard who greeted by reli ‘ . 


Dr. Harold (Will Rogers) Ehren- 


se 5 Or Was alWays : . . 
agented them. His door was alwa} krantz, married Catherine Russo, a 


open and this was best examplified 


, nician "at the Trudeau Sana- 
by the performers who awoke him Su . 
at 1 a.m. one morning to take his | Paitin Knight, ex-Will Rogers- 
pledge against drinking. The acto ite. visited the gang during the 


had a bad case of d.t.s and begged 
Father Leonard for a drink of sacra- 
mental wine before he took the 
pledge. Instead, Father Leonard 
brought out a bottle of brandy. The 
actor took one drink, then a second, 
a third and finally had so fortified | who nite-clubbed it as a comic and 
himself he decided against taking the me. here for that checkup. 
pledge. This also was okay with | Tudor Cameron downtown sport- 
— Leonard. . jing a mess of below-zero winter 
— a all Creeds agian for | clothes sent to him via Joe E. Brown. 
e solemn _ requier as: ieee whe aa his bit in 
Father Leonard at St. Malachy's, | MR semi ge ge ozoned here 
Saturday morning (30) was attended for seven more, leaves for Deming, 
N. M., where he will continue his 
G | change-of-air routine. 


| Jris Gabrielle now downtown shop- 
Best BUY IN DETROIT \ 


ping for the bed patients of the 
Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 | 


Rogers. hes 
Eddie Vogt working as technician 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession. 


in the Rogers X-ray department. 
Every room has 


turkey holiday. 

Fred White, of the Will Rogers 
staff, knocked off a 200-pound buck. 
If history repeats itself, the gang will 
get a mess of venison stew. 

Bill Holly, Portland, Me., product 








Hazel Smith receiving tempting of- 


combination tub and 


shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and fers for her poems. ; 
cocktail bar. Completely rehabilitated SY) John Louden’s broken arm is now | 
throughout. Convenient to all booking NY | 
offices and downtown district. | o.k. sa 
N Beatrice Lee continuing fight for 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, Manager 


55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit 
(Same management as Hotel 
SS Chicagoan, Chicago) 


VM MM 


—— = 


that get-out-of-bed routine. 
Seymour Grill and Oscar Price 
rated as aces as the lodge’s good- 
'cheer boys. Ditto Will Chase, Vic 
Rockiter, Vera Harff, Alice Carman, 
James Weeks and Ben Schaffer. 
Time heals everything: you can 
/now get 10 Willkie buttons for one 
Roosevelt button at the Will Rogers. 


is ‘managing’ the ex- 
Be ; Ben Schaffer is ‘managing 
- Coffee ck England change with.a ‘10% cut. 


| Arthur Conners, who took his 
QUALITY INN third stage of that rib operation, is 
now window-shopping downtown 
and expects to be in hometown 
(Boston) soon 


Write to those who are ill. 




















Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 











— 














we have been/|of the swanky Club Madrid on the 


Blue Mound road, is incensed at the 
| reports, which included his resort 
as one of those involved. ‘Nothing 
| could be further from the truth,’ 
said Pick. ‘I’m a Jew myself, and 
anybody putting out stories like that 
is crazy. 
against anyone because of race or re- 
ligion, and never will. Nazi pressure 
—bah! Where do I get my business 
from—the Nazis? “Not on your life! 
Discriminate against my people? I’m 
not foolish!’ 


Tap, a popular midtown spot that 
}also has been included in the ru- 
mors, was just as volatile as Sam 
Pick in his denial of the truth of 
such reports. 

‘That’s utterly ridiculous,’ said 
Tusa. ‘We put in the best shows we 
can get regardless of the racial back- 
ground of the performers. We have 
Jewish artists working here right 
now; in fact, where would we get 
a show if we were so dumb as to 
even think of barring Jewish acts?’ 

How It Started 

Apparently the yarns in circula- 
tion started in a certain small time 
agent’s failure to get an act booked 
at Jerry Klein’s Town and Coun- 
try club. A report got around that 
the spot was anti-Semitic, and Rob- 
ert A. Hess, a prominent Jewish at- 
torney, was asked by people inter- 
ested in the alleged situation to in- 
vestigate and find out what basis of 
truth there was in It? Hess and 
Morris Stern, the Town and Coun- 
\try club’s legal rep, went into the 
probe together and, tracing reports 
|down, found that the whole anti- 
Semitic story originated in the mind 
of an act's”. representative, who, 
balked in his effort to book the act, 


put out the story that Milwaukee | 


niteries, due to German population 
and Nazi influence, had put up the 
bars against non-‘Aryans.’ 

Another observer of the local sit- 
uation terms the ‘tempest in teapot’ 
affair greatly magnified; that while 
there is admittedly a Nazi and bund 
element here, as in many other large 
cities, it is a comparatively ineffec- 
tive minority working under cover, 
afraid to come out in the open to 
threaten 


business, even if it wanted to. 


I have never discriminated | 


Al Tusa, proprietor of the Tic Toc | 


anybody, and not of suf- | 
* ’ } 
ficient influence to affect any niterys | 


About British 


stati 
— 


Leon Kimberley (and Page) Writes 


Theatre Conditions 





Blackpool, England. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Yes, this country is passing through 
a time that, for sheer bravery in war 
| as we know it, and have known it in 
the past, cannot be surpassed. The 
people, the man in the street, the 
woman in the street or in the house- 
hold are taking it on the chin and 
coming back for more. I cannot be- 
gin to advise you of what is happen- 
ing or has happened; you read and 
listen as we do here; as a matter of 
fact I think you see pictures of what 
goes on here far more than we do, 
not because the ‘powers that be’ 
here want to keep it ftom us, for we 
can see without pictures, but be- 
cause we on the spot have become 
used to taking it in our stride. 

When all is said and done we are 
not sorry that we came back since 
‘the big trouble started. That may 
sound rather strange when one is 
cognizant that almost the whole 
| world is mixed up in this fracas. We 
| are on the spot seeing history being 
made; or unmade. A part of the 
universe being destroyed. A part of 
its population living, like moles un- 
der ground. It is all so vast...death 
so near...happening every day, 
every night, that one just must get 
used to it all. 

At the moment we are not in Lon- 
don. Your office there is still func- 
tioning, as you know. MHannen 
Swaffer is now living down in his 
hotel. He, like most of others, evi- 
dently has become a fatalist, for he 
tells me that now he does not go 
down into the shelter even when the 
roof-watcher tells all to ‘get ot and 
go under.’ 





Vaude All Shot 


Our business Is all shot, even the 
houses that are open are not doing 
too much business, There are spots 
that are doing pretty good, but in the 
real danger-zones if theatres are 
open at all they are doing matinees 
not as we in America know them, 
| but mostly first show is at 3:30 and 
| the next is 5:45 or 6 o'clock. 


London theatres have been hit 





rather badly. The vaudeville houses | 


there are all closed. Most of the 
agents have or are moving away, 
some to the outskirts and others up 
|north here. We have three or four 
| here in Blackpool and they are book- 
| ing from here. Wish I could tell you 
| more but I do not want this letter to 
| be returned to me, which it would 
| be if there was something in it that 
| the examiners would not pass. 

| I do want to take this opportunity 
|to tell you that some of the tripe 
that I have read about performers 
returning to America because they 
were too restricted here as to move- 
| ments, being held up by the police, 
|not being able to get to places they 
| wanted to go to, can’t get enough to 
|eat, having to report to the police 
every morning in towns where they 
| were allowed to enter, etc., etc., is a 
lotta boloney! As you know, we are 
| Americans and we have travelled 
| over here from one end of the coun- 
try to the other and have never once 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


been restricted as to movements. If 
we were on late on a bill we were 
allowed out until all hours in order 
|to get back to our living quarters. 
| We have not once had to report to 
| the police every day. 

Report to Police 


We go to a town and report to the 
police on arrival. If we know where 
we are going the following week, we 
are immediately given our exit per- 
mits so that we do not even have to 
return to them on Saturday nights, 
If our future dates have been 
changed, we simply report to the 
police that such has happened and 
they simply change it in our police 
books. What the aitch! There is a 
war on, and the British are darn 
lenient—too much so in many cases. 
I am not mentioning names but have 
read of several people's stories, after 
leaving here, chewing at the hand 
that has fed them. 


I understand the U. S. is sending 
another tug over to remove the 
Americans who wish now to return, 
Are we coming? At the moment I 
am unable to inform you. Events 
happen so swiftly these days that one 
does not dare say ‘l am going to do 
so and so tomorrow,’ for the simple 
reason that ‘tonight’ the world has 
changed, 


Now as to living, rood, etc. We get 
all we want of food; butter, sugar, 
meat, etc. Living has not advanced 
more than a very small percent and 
surely not enough to make it pinch. 
The shop windows are full of all the 
good things one wants. Vegetables, 
fruit, meats and everything is, as far 
as we can see, plentiful. You can 
walk into first-class restaurants and 
get as good a feed as you wish to sit 
down to for 60c to $1, or in some 
cases, $1.25, 

When you consider that this coun- 
try is passing through the most vital 
| period in her history, fighting for her 
| very existence, yes, and America’s 
| too, for believe me if that Beast from 
Berlin should win (and he hasn’t got 
a chance!) you over there will be 
sold into slavery for the next hun- 

dred years as sure as you are reading 
| this letter. 








Leon Kimberley. 
(Kimberley & Page), 
P.S.—There goes the ‘banshee’ 


| again, 


Sloppy Joe’s for L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Sloppy Joe’s, familiar hangout for 
American tourists to Havana, is 
about to have a replica here in the 
Cuban village facing the new Union 
| station. Armand Kaliz, in charge of 
the bar, is importing one of the 
‘original’ Sloppy Joe’s for atmose- 
phere, opening Dec. 28. 

General project, bankrolled by the 
L.A. Times and the Hackett estate, 
is known as ‘Habanita,’ meaning Lite 
tle Havana, and is laid out for vari- 
ous fiestas and other Latin-American 
amusements. 
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‘Ice Follies’ Clicks in Mad. Sq.Garden | STATE. |iterussnia.rtseragrate| © LYRIG INDPLS. = 


| Van Alexander's Orch with Edna| for the sound cameras. All in all, it Indianapolis, Nov. 29 
Janis and Bobby Preston; Alan Cross|is_ interesting stuff and lets itself Lawrence Welk Orch Edmund 


& Henry Dunn, The Hartmans (2),| wide open for plenty of bang-up ex-| Lowe and Ann Dv 
Ou h Met () Bow Clashes at B () Three Trojans; ‘The Westerner’| ploitation by any theatre. Sweet, Betty Ann eg Mihig mr 
eVe (UA). In this day of the ventriloquial | ton, Bob Freeman; ‘East the 


| fad. Bob Evans scores a clean-cut! River’ (WB). of the 
+ | With Cross and Dunn and The por wey tht pri tema well re- 
; , : | Hartman's, two ace acts, as a base,| °°!ved by this audience, which in-| Moving his b ; 
By JACK PULASKI | ADAMS, NEWARK ithe State’s stage layout can hardly sisted on several encores. This was F< en Phe emg pe Be Gonce 
>, aw = 























' “ollies’ toure veeks las | miss -gardles the -ocedes | Strange since Evans has an unh ae : 

Ice Follies ‘tou a @ we last b - folle me —— “ be hat precedes faculty for bad taste in his poutine rence Welk displays to the public 
geason, and with good reason, for it 2, or follows, the dance satirists and the | | YS Apa wae # here for the first time a versati] 

~eaing" Sin sh It * th Newark, Dec. 2. | singing team, following one another, | *"S his occasional adlibs. entertaining aggregation - e and 
is os edad te ms Fyronh 1©@| Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy,| give the entertainment definite sub- | Bae yg ge also ons Chick | rhythm, three-trombone aco 
arkling Sonja Henie an oes not | Lew Park 5 ~ol . e ste ‘ : ; ; } anc zee with some solid comed . :* ° "Sax 
spa g Sonj | Lew Parker, Sid Gold, Cass, Owen| stance and almost make it easy to! meday,/and single-trombone sections 


go heavy on spectacle, but is loaded | and Topsy; Maxine Conrad, Darlene | forget some other faults in the show. | —_— ay ; — impersona- | well versed in jive, popular and 

with crack performers on steel run- | Garner, Danny Dare Glamor Girls} Either bookers are getting careless, |} anch — ing from that basis they | classical music. They cove Pear 
“an N- | (10). Joe Fecher’s house orch; ‘Meet | or they don’t care—or do they think| 27@7¢h out into various tonsil clown- | eas of the b i ro . 

ners and presents America’s star girl | tne Missus’ (Rep.) ‘ | that the public doesn’t care? but | ~% which is extremely effective, — s of the ook, ranging from ‘Jim 

vs | ‘ | with the hillbilly stuff getting some | 1°W® Blues’ to open to a concert ar- 


skaters—Evelyn Chandler of Brook- | stage shows at the Strand, Para- ‘ 
’ . —_—- ; 5 : ’ reat laughs fc 4 rangement of ‘Blue Danube Waltz.’ 
lyn and Bess Ehrhardt of Superior,, The jackpot has been hit with the | recteagg — ——e on Broadway, ap- | Saandian ak a Terry Burke at the electric organ 
Wis. Show opened Monday night | importation of Laurel and Hardy's ell omar aes me ee i ing it up to a howl. Consolo and | takes a spot on ‘Dancing Tambourine’ 
(2) at New York's Madison Square | ce ggg ggg a ps ence. All these houses play outside | ee a.” ct ts ballroom athe ~s Nets S hese 4 Seariden 
at ri FO ltime this fall Is ‘ ami memees 6 eam with some highly satisfyin piano in ‘Somebody Stole My 
ee, ome win Pusiey cer Se, | tans this Se _ | bands, names and semi-names, and | stage routines. The girl is parties Gal.’ The boys in the orch have alsd 
cause of hockey, will play until next| Lew Parker handles the steering | Virtually every band features a per-| jarly neat in all departments. The | Worked up many specialties of tt vi 
Wednesday (11), During that period | wheel as m. c. He gags and vocal- | Cussion trap man. And, worse yet,! man impresses as an inhibited jitter- own. Pee-Wee Lewis scores heavily 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ at the Center, | izes as a single, uses Sid Gold for | every drummer looks and _ plays| bug who would prefer to oak’ teas when he sings a many-voiced version 
will surely have real competition. a stooge elsewhere, sends girls from | alike. They beat like mad and chew with some carpet-slicing Asa ball- of ‘Playmates.’ following with ‘Has 
Debut performance was something | the line into the audience for some | - or — their jaws in imitation | room couple they are free and easy Anybody Seen My Kitty.” The bass 
of a social event, with box occupants | hokum mind-reading, gr | = ed ae -~ that’s supposed | and indicate a happy departure from | Player comes down front to sing 
all dolled up. But the Metropolitan ‘makes himself useful throughout. 7 “ e a nove ty. t's no more that | the stiff and affected stances of most |‘More,’ joined on the vocal by the 
opera season started on the same , Maxine Conrad, blonde es ae | tan are taxicabs with different) ballroom dance teams that try to be | band. ; 
night, which explains why some of | changes Ly ont oP elliges dum ss eae tg Ayn aa | just too-too. Everett Olson trades his sax for a 
the front pews were unoccupied. og Bagel ge Be geet — = ane at io ee a eereciye St rances Langford makes good/|fiddle and steps upstage to play 
Opening did not draw capacity, the |" oe ersation that k ees oe ee ees out the same de-| easily with her pip pop vocalizing | Drigo’s ‘Serenade,’ and the entire 
upper shelf being particularly. light. | @ Pantomime s ynversation that keeps | gree of satisfaction as a riveting| and then brings on her mate, Jon | group go haywire on ‘Ragtime Cow- 
It took the initial audience quite a 


eo pea chuckling several min- | ae, The big question is why| Hall, who gets away with doing | boy Joe’ for a closer. Band vocalist 

while to warm up, but the class of u i — ee ee a De Saaeers are perenne. With an appearance and a | Jane Walton does nicely by ‘Say Si 
performance was so excellent during 19) deserve much of the credit for rene ge ae ces sayy pe Zac ae apology for being only an/|Si’ and ‘A Nightingale Sang in 
the shew’s second part that there was keeping those out front interested. ! specialty to ques a f eccen re | ac of and not a dancer or singer, he | Berkeley Square.’ Welk brings along 
al enthusiasm. gia . , ae | SPCCiale go on, copy acts; tries both and waves the baton for|a recent ‘find’ in a vocal contest 
e They not only appear to have| were unhealthy to vaude when/|the orchestra. He can d est, 
Like the ‘Hollywood Revue,’ which | minded their cues in dancing school,| yvaude was prosperous, what are | these things. Sit this a di — of Bob Freeman, who scored heavily 
boasts Miss Henie, the ‘Follies’ origi- | but manage to get across idea that | they today when vaude must have! in a mood to \anutiaen seg agen with Only Forever, Maybe’ and 
nates in Hollywood. Most of the per-| they have brains as well as looks. | originality and freshness to exist| Passes. He at least tried, and at that hme se alos a Geskenuee be tte oe 








formers are American or Canadian, | They talk-sing three or four num-| even in its depleted state? | probably gave thé femmes a ch | ti 

Cees ‘ WRT 3) ; state. ably B% s a chance | tir t show c ht mad 
re OF specialties coming | bers, with ‘We're 10 of the Three T ate 3j 1e : ire at show caught made him look 
only one or two specialties cor g o add to the unmusical drum! to sigh over the form and figure | awkward. Welk himself goes to work 


from abroad. ‘Follies’ is not. pro- | Musqueteers, to the accompaniment ' specialty, Van Alexander also gives, they peeked at in some South Seas 
duced by skaters, but they are im- | of swordplay. Good costuming ~— his colored bass player, Slam Stuart, | flickers. | 
ortant participants in the show. | helps. Darlene Garner steps out Of; who authored ‘Flat Foot Floogie,’ a| Business good at last show Friday | 


with the accordion in the middle of 
the bill to prove his mastery of the 





. ‘ - _ rave (te ¢ Se ‘, ones © 
dwin H. Shipstad, Oscar F. Johnson | line couple of times for solo work long session at the mike. The bass, | (29). Gold | Sage oe Canadian (¢ apers. 
and Roy L. Shipstad comprise the | to okay returns. especially when played with a bow, satiated ets ther guests on the band part of 
mosh : Miss Fanct +" Cass. Owen and Topsy, two gals) ; =? - : ps bag seed |the show are Johnny Sweet, added 
managerial end. Miss Fanchon 1s ; : is about as musical for a solo as are , 
billed as the stager, with Mary Jane and a guy, register solidly with their | t,6 cymbals or the cowbells. It's an| EARLE WASH to the show locally, who does a cou- 
contin : patterned comedy acrobatics. Slow . phe se pm ; ’ ° ple of tap numbers acceptably, Betty 


* | unpleasant-on-the-ears stage wait , 
motion stuff closing act looks diffi- . tage wait. - Ann White, current winner of the 


Van Alexander’s music, otherwise, | 
. ‘ckeati . s sult and got most applause. . P eh resi, las . | . ale -arade 3; 
having conceived the ‘skating figura- | © Bee . 4 1 — “4 q_ is satisfactory and the young maestro | : . Washington, Dec,1. | Weems nlent Farade, looks good 
tions’: she also is a featured per- | ,,- — selongs to Laurel and introes nicely and clearly. One of Evelyn Farney, Jean Travers, The ®nd sings well when _ spotted briefly 
form ™~ Pa | Hardy, tone ig ¥ a ae two other specialties atsiew Menatun Briants, Ken Davidson and Hugh| With ‘Italian Sireet Song.’ The or- 
( er rie , 5 Ss . si7r » bali >, S « . “ # } 7 . = 
ig wisely reserved final spot for their 7 : Forgie, Sixteen Gae Foste ~:%.|chestra takes over the first 50 . 
ge tas . ~ -vyear- ar > ae . = Ye, wot, ril€ oster Girls: nestre é : er re first oU min- 
While the 1941 edition of the ‘Ice | antics. Unlike some other big-name a pe nes Ait ae acqulits a ‘Lady with Red Hair’ (WB) *? | utes of the bill’s running time 
Py ° ‘ . . y >| Wit! Ww oc t ‘ e . 4 ie. 
Follies’ has most of last season's fa- | comics who have played this house, secitee fain Bch P ve SOngs, out 4 wet Edmund Lowe and Ann Dvorak 
vorites in the lineup, it is brilliant- they do not rely on their reputation, | j; Prag so: Prnage wag vsnrelhaged ty are This one may not pack a sock | WOrk in one to fill 15 lively minutes 
—— - < c « ed c e . ' 
ly re-costumed and nearly all the | but get out there and work for their |, : tees a une, | name, bt t it’s as . : with a skit called ‘How To Make 
. a . w -e is } anti augt Police stati kit,| Begin the Beguine. A followup | M@#me, Dut its as smooth and bright on! al ( ake 
numbers are new. There is much | plentiful laughs. olice station skit,/ 97°" Ul = revue as snot hi , Love.’ It’s purely piffle, but it’s en- 
. i: aheutt thi ritk arker helpi t‘as straight, | Tym dance isn’t much better, but | ‘ le as spot has cooked up in! ~ coe ‘ , 2 hah agri 
crack figure skating, but the exhibi- , with Parker helping out as Straignt, ’ weeks. Evervbodyv involy tertaining, and a welcome relief fro 
is dae ag oe Seagt S -ecret | gives Laurel chance to display bis her costuming is excellent . uverybody involved is ex- a ve us, © ‘ rom 
tions are varied, which is one secret | gives Laurel chance to display Qs ale tx tar devenert of the show. | Céllent in his or her line and David- the Hollywood names who feel they 
of the show's popularity. Another Is camitiar il of » Remeneg tee and with vaudeville saving the yee sgn and Forgie, badminton demon- must go in for something heavy from 
the comedy punches. The ensembles a vi gag to gee + tg Miesh come the Three Trojans, fine | Strators, give bill a novelty climax ‘one of their screen efforts. Lowe is 
ety ~ is 3 r-bur *hr e is . ; . als, nail” oe . MITA? , 
are strengthened by the inclusion of |h!s_ slow-burn = tecnnique. ee | teniiows | 4 : Be . that sends em away talking plenty. | S™ooth and entirely at ease, and en- 
specialists | foolproof, even for non-fans, and is ‘!mblers in neat dress. Boys do Pp y talking plenty. +} ith } libbi 
ists. , -. ’ = - n . » ' e } ~« 7 ,c © o e « — lve 7 tne 1ec , is é ¢g 
a ; |just the right length to sell ef- easily some very difficult tricks,| |,” nerinines ies as usual are in| i \cas muct be ¢ sayy Binge egess o 
The latter is demonstrated in the | tactively. such as complete somersaults with | Charge of Roxyette Eileen Ritter Credit must be given for the pic 
ae a Rane rit , . ° . , Nawac i - 3 ° id . 2 ¢£ +5 : e > ox Pum j 
first-part finale, with Bobby and|"'s' "5 and then some, Sunday | full twists without the use of their who coaxes soloist from audience to | DaNes Us & SNES a the boxeties 
lead community warbling this week | #5 Welk band has been airing over 


Lewis credited with the dances. Fran 
Claudet of Canada is announced as 





Ruby Maxon skating the | swing | afternoon (1). Kent, | hands. WORM Chins stati ; 
waltz, a retained number, with the | ine The Hartmans’ satirical ballroom-| Of baby tunes, such as ‘Pretty Baby,’ WGN, Chicago, a_ station seldom 
others. Audience quickly spotted ology follows and tied up the last ‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’| dialed in around these parts. 

Seok however, sa Stee severe os EARLE, PHILLY show opening night (Thursday) ,| Melancholy Baby,’ etc., giving their| Biz fair at third show Friday (29), 
cores they came on alone. Number ’ Their conga lesson is now “prac- | Tecordings of tunes to volunteers Kiley. 


is ‘Join the Navy,’ with Miss Chand- tically a socko comedy act in itself, | 2fter the hilarious playbacks. Miss 


ler and Bruce Mapes highlighting as sa rey pee ‘ie | Ritter then scurries backst: 
ume Boggy. to Ans. : =e Philadelphia, Nov. 29. | S° two other routines can be con-| “'**  weslee Ke stage to do| 
a duo and the acrobatic McKellen | sidered by the customers as velvet; , V9Cal via the p.a. system while rest of | COLONIAL, DAYT ON 








. ore “i ; ‘ . rray Gordon Or 7 t} ine rarice , 
brothers tur ning in a neat score, too. | aunt SS oe Ble tl cg ly additional values from a 100% turn.| line. works out effective formation 
If Miss Ehrhardt has the first-part | Se ie i y; Condos Bros., Cross and Dunn hold up as well as Stuff to ‘All This and Heaven, Too’ P , 
edge, it is Miss Chandler who tops a 1 , oberts, _ Fred Sanborn, | carry the pace. They’ve injected a| Under changing lights. Line falls Dayton, O., Nov. 30. | 
the field after intermission. She is ne Night in Tropics’ (U). | new special ‘The Last Time We Saw | }ack as Evelyn Farney, pretty young Sally Rand ob haha” sigs Benny 
a fine skater, but seems even more | Paris,’ which is plenty nostalgic in| Drunet in short split skirt and sequin Ross and Maxine Stone, Mabel Nel- 
son and Highland Scotties, Bert 


effective with acrobatic stunts, her| Gray Gordon and his tic-toc| light of the past year’s events! jacket, takes center spot for infec- 
Arab-like cartwhee!s being a nervy | rhythm hold the center of the Earle | abroad. The number scored in its| #0US tap routine, highlighted by neat 
accomplishment. Number introduc- | stage this week and although his re- | expert delivery. Boys got their best spins and kicks. She makes it seem 
ing Miss Chandler’s specialty is ‘Old | ception when caught was not as en- | results, however, with the old, old | fun, not work, and audience accepts 


Harger and Charlotte Maye, Valya, } 
Three Freshmen, Irma Dell; ‘Dance, 
Girl, Dance,’ (RKO). 


Southland,’ ensemble comparing in| thusiastic as that accorded the Dor- | ‘McCarthy’ number, which precedes | #7 Same spirit. — 

attractiveness with the opening num- | seys and the Glenn Millers, the Gor- | ‘Paris.’ A subsequent ditty on their| The Ritter gal, who has become | Though Sally Rand hasn’t changed 
ber, ‘Moonlight Vision,’ in which a|don crew does an adequate if not | early stage experiences also scored.| SP°t’s m.c. in fact if not in name her routine, offering dances with 
girl team, Valerie and Jenna, are |spectacular job of dishing out the Van Alexander’s orch gives out | launches Jean Travers as ‘Rockefel. large fans and a huge bubble as the 
featured. The Maxons then follow | jive. 'with a little swing before the trav-|ler Center comes to Washington,’ | Climax, she turns the rest of the 


in a —_ number, “Toy Antics,’ which | Outfit is heavy on brass with spot- | eler closes, but it sounded like noth- | Neat-looking brunet in silver even- show over to a group of excellent 
can eg - = bere abe (Artie Nic- | lighting allowed drummer Lee Har- ing more than a reminder to the!i!ng gown packs a strong, clear, sure entertainers, making the bill as @ 
ones searee oe one po ges | old. F eature of the band’s re ertoire well-filled house that there was|S°prano and makes it count in inter. whole the best of the current local 
ao ie ante po ge AE cong ogee be = its br ass choir rendition of ‘Swal- | something else besides good vaude- | Sting arrangements of ‘Tomorrow Is | S©4S0n. 

oe ihe scaly stilt-< rron tn, | Bend ows Back to Capistrano’ played | ville on the stage. Scho, |a Lovely Day,’ ‘Rhumba Tonight,’| _,OPening is nicely staged with 10 
ne ee, & Roy "Shipstad i see lights with phosphores- | Aeon pert in English and partly in Span- showgirls parading with as many 
Ehrhard r ects. ish; ‘Wil . . .7:_ | beautiful dogs of varied sizes and 

duet neatly in the first section with Another novelty is a roundup of CHICAGO CHI Zing.’ ene Remember’ and ‘Zing | breeds. tl — Aig , ‘lad 
a tango. That section, too, includes | sign-offs of different bands. The ’ ing.’ Gal sells somewhat heavy | 2'S® yoy girls ail neatly cla haa 
' ’ “OgrT “a stems Ss CEI |} mate s >OS Ss ; - 
a new boy team, Murray and Shel-|Gordon crew’s own finale is a duet | a | program with clever explanations, | matc 1e dogs. Costumes through 





don Galbraith, who are so_well|by Art Perry and Meredith Blake on Chicago, Nov. 30. Ve presenting last-named ditty as| “— on won SS ee ae. 
paired one shadows the other. There, |‘I Am an American,’ Sane from be | Carl Spitz’s Hollywood Dogs, Bob something V ictor Herbert must have ntroduction of dogs serves to her- 
too, is Harris Legg, a jumper who/hind a screen upon which is pro-| Evans, Consolo and Melba, Chick | WTtten one night when he felt par- | 2/d Mabel Nelson and her as per 
performs on racing skates. Cos-|jected newsreel shots of defense ad Lee, Frances Langford and Jon ticularly, silly.” The Briants, veter- forfhing Scotties. Miss Nelson puts 
tumed as Mercury, he’s a*whiz and | plants, soldiers marching battle Hall, Adrian House Orch; ‘Arise My ans On local boards, are pointed up the canines through some interesting 
his one-leg jumps are eye-openers. | ships on parade, ete. Done amidst | Love’ (Par). , : this time via opening on a tenement | P3@S®°- ; , 
Another new act is the V: gue Trio, an audience jammed with partisans —_—_—_—— | set, gals playing in Street and lean- | Show = long on terpsichorean 
who give an approximation of adagio | for the local Army-Navy football Everybody in show business must | 228 °U* of windows. ‘Who are those | efforts, but the extensive variet) 
on blades. Opening the second part, |fracas on Saturday (30), it clicked | recognize tt onl e sinless muss | Suys, says one, looking at Briants Saves the program from monotony 
Miss Claudet and Colson score in| with a bang se aides gre i tee sai SS if asleep on bench. ‘Oh , at j “se Bert Harger and Charlotte Kaye are 
‘Pirate Gold, Roy Shipstad stands| Miss Blake ee ee oe a Rect oa ing the public. Yet hare tor ‘arog Rey po een | excellent dancers; they open with a 
out as the show’s most graceful male | little light on song-selling gives out | play thie t —" the letting the acts lother. Gals trickle off an tor ty basal ballroom tango with adagio trim- 
soloist while Papez and Zwack are | with two solos, ‘Rhumboogie’ and es ‘ae seme y 0 dagen their into its moving-men Senthn “<— ary mings and a waltz number with 
— in “The Moth and the /|‘Ferryboat Serenade. She should mit to t} is praction a an oe <a |ing the removable head biz po fancy flourishes. They form a nice 
ame. svel - - BD a it . ONE | tram “9 king c > ater ¢ ™ as 
1 ;develop a little more individuality 'themselvzs, and doing themselves | ™@™P heaving the smaller all over | societe eg eng Fe > tan In 


PR ng a, gemma numbers in her style. Her throaty pipes have | real financial injury. And the house | stage a la dummy. It’s never missed 
hit. Later, Heinie Brack, ale Meni. —'. posaibilitice, Perry, on the | also must realize that only through | ¥¢t and it doesn’t this trip 
; ‘ *K, ala Mexi- | other hand, has an excellent voice,' the repeated % siousness he | Line bounces back : t i 
can, won the house. As much, or|deep and reso ‘ : ’ repeate onsciousness of the $2 ‘ Ss back on for rhythmic | 
, se. mi. ; ssonant, getting across public toward ° ality routine with pi 
more so, do the crack comics | nicely with ‘Only Forever’ and ‘S: ards a personality name | ; ping pong paddles, fall- 
| rever’ and ‘Si- | does that personality b ing to rear of ll st > 
rae ae | pate : ecome - ar of full stage ¢ 
oeat io agin ene ey go | boney’ pius an encore on ‘We Three.’ | office. 4 7 Sports Announcer Bvmy Fever ron 
, , a 7 , : 7 sag 
Swiss team, Frick and go a | ae eee "Ballshooed “en Sion y names announced on this} Center mike to exp‘ain rising popu- 
Ss » 4 E , ‘ ere, allyhooe as | show were those of Fr: > Tang. | larity of badmint in 
achieve seemingly impossible angle | ‘star of the screen,’ she tri RE eagle so i a ta a 
; : SS ie | Ste { e tries harder | ford and Jon Hall tho. ironic Davidson and Forgi ere 
postures, which they call ‘cantilever | than most of the Hollywood starlets ‘ Be tig Dede sd n shone tat ee 
a} arlets | enough, don’t need to hav ir |net has } 4 
spread eagles.’ Ice Folliettes, in| who make ; gh Peete ag o have their|™ as een strung and Gaunt 
Zihialeth ‘wallets. provide A’ be- | Pretty in os pig B A these parts. names announced to be recognized, |mounts small platform at far end of 
S, r y 1 ash-blonde sort of way, | and Carl Spitz, who has his own an- | Net, facing audience, to analyze shots 


Old Vienna,’ pair stepping to Straus: 
waltz. Chorines form a_ tasteful 
background. 

Another full-stage number gives 
the chorines a chance to do some 
energetic dancing in their interpreta- 
tion of la conga, with Valya interpo- 
lating a solo. Colorfully clad, the 
girls make a pretty stage picture. 
Irma Dell, touted as a recent find, 
|does nicely in a tap routine. In 





triotic finale. Precision skating | Miss Roberts’ stint consists K 
a | MAiss_ Ss st of a re- nouncer | After pr . |looks and method she could double 
there is splendid. y I i : ae pretty thorough build | anor 
ase és neat Rebholz | =" - the Log ~ of the U. S., Spitz and his Hollywood Dogs| both game and two champs, they a ee Sete ga 
: . | which ends with a flag-waving ren- | make one of the best novelty attrac- | start an actual game, Gaunt keeping |. A knockabout act that goes over 
od ping | is offered by the Three Freshmen, j 


‘Bolliec’ " 5 +4: ‘ a : g 
Po od gael Boge sar gig = ore gh een — a. py around the vaude routes | Up fast descriptive chatter through 
0 May. ad, 7 Ss , and ain a long time. Some of the canines | out Roxyettes ¥ lore 
wo-w < er ' ‘ SNE c s ; xyettes mz ate : 
Ersesied “to y hee ‘ale ee 4 eel hip-weaving version of ‘Ar- have had important parts in many | Scoreboards and age (= it that nn | emenees ae > 
, ° /T1E . ‘pictures. It is really a personal ¢ it’s ni “* " a’ | Stand, 
songs are ‘Waltzing on a Moon ° ; $ really a personal ap- | 1's nip and tuck through gi . 
‘Pretty Little Pirate’ and oe | se teeter soar oe elo another | pearance act, and the audience un- | shots. Gag squawks such of Porgivs Benny Ross emcees off and on and 
Beate” al] by Stanley Cowan and | on — Bo sg tis J g gay tg questionably got a genuine delight | complaint that ‘net 7 Fd bg -_ teams with languorous Maxiné 
, J ~ OWal nN ql n a:m-tnumpilng. go ) sein - ‘ “ pe . : A 6s St S 7 > “Ame r > ; 
Bobby Worth. Mc. and vocalist is | hit is Fred Senhoce _ his eamilian po Mecca ym Srumechar at — xe Rr help, including clever stunt : prone weer gM 
Ya ae 7 4 - ; a 5 l f L 3 p C ig its,’ |o a tin y at “aS . . - anGy Weitstaarhs c . 
han sapenes. while the orchestra is comic xylophone act. Though he's ‘Wizard of Oz,’ ‘Light That Failed.’ | ence with = tong ast one into the audi- | over big. 
under the direction of Ernest Kratz- | appeared here time and time again, ‘Cal! of the Wild,’ ete. Of special in- ss 1e crack, ‘Keep it. for a A shimmering silver waterfall 


who do some neat legitimate work 


oh j 
| 


aver ost of i Hele in the o } P eti}l Osten souvenir.’ Ss . 
iager. M ISt of the Sis In tne en- | his ac t still brings the guffaws. terest is the appearance of Promise. | vaude gh Jt adds up to a perfect | ballet precedes Miss Rand's appear- 
cogney réceiveda tneir eariy training Biz at this catching (Friday night) which headed the caning oe eg Na \ _ e act, just enough show manship ance Dancer later appear in ctreet 
er ‘thwes i okay es 9 mee ee ae ~s Aine 4 Or ine Without ever seem ae I } : . r r ap] us if ws 
n the northwest. | Okay. Shai. Biscuit Eater.” Promise does a Biz oke at ies ee | dress to thank the audience for their 
. 4 , i Ke ¢ SNOW caug a ; é , 
yw caugnt, Craig. | ‘appreciative attention.’ Kany. 
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“FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


-e Ellington Orch (15) with Ivy | 
FS. sel Rex Stewart, Johnny | 
Hodges, Herb Jeffries, Ben Webster, 
Mary Bryant, Bill Bailey, Stump 
end Stumpy; Shorts and Newsreels, 








This stacks up as one of the best 
shows this house has played so far 
this season. Duke Ellington’s band 
and lineup of colored talent sock 
over a string of stuff that’s long on 
peth running (80 mins.) time and 


entertainment. Almost all the way 
through it’s a bell ringer. 
Productionally, the setup varies 


little from Ellington’s usual stage 
presentations, down to the light- 
ing and __ specialties he usually 
employs. Beginning with the open- 
ing medley on a darkened stage with 
soloists and the leader himself 
picked out by soft spots from above, 
it runs true to past form. But it 
seems to make little difference that 
it is familiar. This audience when 
caught (Friday, last show) found it | 
highly satisfactory. oa} 

Ellington’s band has no equal in | 
the kind of stuff it gets off. hough 
it is a loud band when it gets rid- 
ing on some of the musical special- 
ties dreamed up by the leader, most 
audiences don’t seem to mind. This | 
one didn’t. Such stuff as ‘Cotton 
Tail’ and ‘Five O'Clock Whistle’ 
don’t spare ears, but the tasty and | 
colorful arrangements _ nullify the | 
drive. It’s hard to explain, but the 
blare seems so much a part of the | 
writings that it thus goes unnoticed. 
At the other extreme is ‘Sepia 
Panerama,’ which features the bass 

layer. It’s smoothness drew a solid 

and. 

Johnny Hodges, Rex Stewart and | 
Ben Webster are soloists from the | 
group, Stewart accounting in a large 
way for his standard trumpet solo, 
‘Boy Meets Horn.’ Hodges’ alto sax 
break came in for a curious reaction: 








he was forced to do an encore. In- 
strumental solos that egg an audi- | 
ence into wanting more are rare. | 


First was a long one on ‘Only For- 
ever,” second ‘Whispering Grass.’ 
Both are absorbing examples of the 
tone and ideas that have put Hodges 
on a high level. Ben Webster's 
tenor saxing gets in one click inning 
on ‘Cotton Tail.’ : 
Ivy Anderson and Herb Jeffries 
handle the vocals. Latter shows a 
neat voice with easy control and 


range on ‘Call of Canyon’ and ‘Our 
Love Affair. Miss Anderson does 


‘Way Down Yonder in New Orleans.’ 
‘Five O’Clock Whistle’ and 
things that have been standard with 
the band for some time he 


two 


In one sl 
talk-sings a piece that draws comi- 
cal comebacks from the men the 
band. Second is a supposed = 
conversation between she and Rex 
Stewart, latter answering her with 
his trumpet. 

Mary Bryant is on early, but 
doesn’t leave much of an impression. 
She’s the only weak spot on the bil! 
Stint consists of a song, ‘I Like to 
Riff,” followed by a series of bumps | 
and hip gymnastics. 

Bill Bailey runs into a tough spot 
following Johnny Hodges’ sax solos, 
but soon warms the crowd up again 
with excellently routined and clean 
tapping. He's been around for some 
time. His only fault, if it can be 
labelled as such, is making his 
toughies appear too easy. His style 
is seemingly effortless. One of his 
usual innings is an impression of 
Bill Robinson. Here he stretches it 
out and surrounds it with a lot of 
chatter. Off to a smart response 

Stump and Stumpy, whacky 
whirlwinds who have come far in 
the last year or so, finish It’s im- 
possible to describe everything they 
do. Most of it seems to be im- 
promptu stuff, but all of it is strong 
They’re able tapsters, too, running 
through solo and duo terps that are 
impressive even after Bailey's turn 
One has a. flaie for imitation, giving 


in 


creditable takeoffs of Donald Duck 
and W. C. Fields. artner does a 
comical burlesque of Ted Lewis 


Entire turn is a crowd pleaser. 
Wood. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis. Nov: 29. 
The Three Stooges, Terry Allen, 
Jimmy Curry, Trixie, Peggy Mann, 
Ruth Daye; Larry Clinton's Orch 


(14); ‘Night in Tropics’ (U). 


Fanchon & Marco did several new 


| palm-pounding. 


with her trilling of ‘Trade Winds’ 
and ‘5 O'Clock Whistle,’ a novelty 
number, with the band joining for a 
chorus. Gal wears a green gown 
with sequins and makes an attractive 
picture in the center of the huge 
apron, 

The tooters, who dish out plenty 
of rhythm during the 70 mins., click 
with ‘A Study in Surrealism,’ one of 
Clinton’s recordings, with George 
Rose, guitar, and Hank Wayland, 
bullfiddler, copping customer ap- 
proval with their individual contri- 
butions during the number. In the 
next slot is Ruth Daye, tapster. Tiny 
gal leaves, seemingly, no step un- 


| turned, and the mob loved it, forcing 


a return, 

Jimmy Curry, baritone, clowns 
through ‘Night and Day,’ ‘Well, 
Alright’ and another novelty. One 
would be enough. The lad has swell 
pipes. The Three Stooges, last seen 
here at the Missouri a few years ago, 
had only to slide onto the apron to 
start the well-filled house into the 
Their zany stuff, 
plus a nut arrangement of ‘Wait Till 
the Sun Shines, Nellie,’ done in 13 
mins., had the house in an uproar. 

The maestro next leads the lads 
through six different interpolations 
of his themer and follows with 
Sousa’s ‘Semper Fidelis.’ Clinton's 
latest composition, ‘The Bolero Blue,’ 
is warbled by Terry Allen, baritone, 
and the payees liked it. He also adds 


Clinton’s arrangement of ‘Down 
Argentine Way.’ This also scored. 
Trixie, blonde juggler, copped 


plenty of audience approval, one of 
the best tricks being the manipula- 
tion of five large rubber balls. The 
Stooges then come back for another 
10-minute routine, new here, in 
which the fat one does the ‘Rajah’ 
stint. His funny prattfalls, plus the 
ones knife-throwing, are clicks. 
ession was wound up with the toot- 
ers ladeling out ‘Study in Brown,’ 
with the Stooges impersonating 
Hitler, Mussolini and a  bomb- 
thrower. Sahu. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
First pictures of the Italian army 
campaign against Greece (Para- 
mount) and the by-now-almost-for- 


| gotten photos of the French navy’s 


blasting by the British at Oran, Al- 
geria (News of Day), highlights this 
bill. 
gives Par an excuse for latest re- 
sume of civilian life in Great Britain 
wnder the continued Nazi 
ment, also affords some _ topflight 
coverage on the European scene. 


But outside of this material and 
the usual U. S. defense array, the 
reels depend on ‘freak’ items and 
sports for footage. There are 10 
“ews oddities, two fashion clips and 
nine svorts subjects, including Para- 


mount’s ever-popular all-American 
#ridiron selections. Annoying part 
about the fashion blurbs and some of 
the novelty news is that thev are 
plugs for different stores or firms. 

Naval engagement at Oran was 
caught from a French battleship and 
is not particularly comprehensive in 
coverage. Shows one French battle- 
ship torn to scrap iron and another 
apparentlv badly hit. Both News of 
Day and Par give graphic pictures of 
an air bombing of London. Latter 
depicts cave-man sort of existence 
being Jived there. 


Par, showing first films of Italian 


troops campaigning purportedly 
against the’ Greeks, admits they 
came from II Duce’s cameramen. 
Also comments about whether the 
next clips will show any similar 
push by the Italians. Subject illus- 


trates how tough the going has been 
for Italo soldiers because of the mud. 
Pathe shows Japanese bombers sup- 
posedly striking a bridge on the 
Burma road. Movietone’s clip on 
20th-Fox British production going on 
despite air raids is gripping. , 

News of Day trimly covers 
draft army gathering. Universal 
contributes the launching of two de- 
stroyers at Kearny, N. J., soldiers 


the 


maneuvering in the mountain snow 
of Washington state and new VU. S 
inavy speed _ boats. Slick photog- 
raphy and intelligent editing. Same 
reel leads the parade w ‘freak’ 
material. doing fire department pups, 
Santa Claus parade in Hollywood, 
a doll factorv, overcoats given needy 
in Kansas Citv, and old toys being 
readied by the N. Y. police and fire 
departments. Pathe’s sale of a whole 
town and a livestock school on a 
train fall to the same category 
The same newsreel has an interest 


things for its sixth week of combo 
Stage and talker menu. It reached 
into Hollywood for the live talent, 
sliced the screen fodder from two to | 
one feature and put on a pre-game | 
football rally for the two local uni- | 
versities on the opening night of the | 
current bill. Prior to the current 
week, the stage show, plus the two | 
talkers, constituted a bill that ran 
well over three hours and many | 
customers yelped that it was much 
too long to sit in the same place. 
Currently Ben Rader’s 20 tosters 
craw a raincheck with Larry Clin- 
ton’s gang on hand. 
; Session nabbed opened with Clin- 
‘ons themer, ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ done 
behind the curtains, and then break- 
ing Into the maestro’s swing arrange- 
‘nent of ‘Serenade,’ with Clinton in | 
the lead with his trombone. Doubl- | 
me as m.c., he doesn’t waste much 
ime In bringing on the rest of the 
“AoOw and is almost nhiggardly in the | 
Peggy Mare tis, minutive brunet 
“BEY Mz need any advance 
Piugging, she scored right off the bat 


ing subject on the expiration of an 
endless cavern. 


Paramount offers the niftiest 
odditv item in its coverage of the 
impending Florida winter season, 


tagged ‘Legs Is News.’ showing how 
high-pressure publicity boys work 
in the femme angle to attract visit- 
ors. 

The Penn-Cornell 5 
out among the gridiron classics 
offered, Par going to lengths in 
securing full coverage and superbly 
depicting the rise and fall of the 
Cornell surge to victory. The Har- 


game is stand- 
} 


victory of the N. Y. Giants over the 
Washington Redskins (pro ‘game) is 


wel] done by Universal. 

‘Britain on Guard,’ British pro- 
duction that is powerful propaganda 
for the British cause, and ‘Night De- 
cends on Treasure Island,’ Metro 
traveltalk, complete the show 

Wear 


Arrival of Lord Lothian, which | 


STRAND, SYRACUSE 





Syracuse, Now. 30. 
‘Hollywood on the Loose Revue’ 
with Tom Brown, Arleen Whelan, 
Alexander D'Arcy, Shaw and Lee, 
Joe Morris, Dianna Moore, Holly- 
wood Blondes (4), Anthony, Allen 





,and Hodge, George King; ‘Night 
Train’ (FA). 
| Manager Harvey Cocks, having 


‘watched George Jessel work frantical- 
| ly a couple of weeks ago to carry the 
, full weight of his Hollywood troupe 
,; made no mistake this time. After 
he booked a Hollywood threesome 
as his headliners, Cocks booked some 
standard vaude acts to bolster cur- 
rent Strand program. The result is 
a melange of revue, personalities 
and variety which balances itself 
well enough to become one of the 
best offerings of the local season. 
The weatherman has smacked this 
one with the book, but the lure of 
the Hollywood names is keeping the 
b.o. humming. 

Outfit got here entirely. unadver- 
tised. Offers a snatch of ‘Hellzapop- 


the joint and generally keeping the 
customers awake until Alexander 
D’Arcy ambles up front with his 
bride, Arleen Whelen. They step 
through some folksey patter with 
veteran nonchalance and then go 


into a rhumbe. Since it’s strictly a 
personal of Hollywood people, this 
gets by. 

Miss Whelan then introduces Tom 
Brown, who pulls a few Hollywood 


some hocum stuff. Pair comes back 
later in the proceedings with their 


bill. Miss Whelen displays ver- 
satility—and some courage—and she 
vocals ‘Maybe’ and then collaborates 
with Brown in a serious dramatic 
sketch which is Hollywood’s prin- 
cipal contribution to the program. 
Between times, George King, who 
also taps capably. m.c.s the variety 
end of the show. The Shaw and Lee 
streetcar bit shares the honors here 
with the Hollywood Blondes, a roller 
skating quartet whose non-stop 
series of difficult formations while 
on the rellers is clicky. Anthony, 
Allen and Hodge. two men and a 
femme, parley some ballroom and 
acrobatic dancing and some comedy 





| into a pleasing turn. 


bombard- | 


vard-Yale and the Northwestern- | 
'Notre Dame struggles are neatly 
done by Movietone. The surprise 


Additional laughs are provided by 
Joe Morris, screwball comic, and 
Dianna Moore, singing comedienne, 
who's spotted badly but who shows 


that with half a chance she could 
really provide topnotch entertain- 
ment. Her burlesque of the girl who! 


{sings at every given opportunity, of 
a ballerina and an opera star—dur- 


ing which she reveals a_ pleasant 
voice—only hint at her capabilities 
Soff. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford 
Lane, Ken 
Betty Atkinson, Tommy Tucker 
Orch with Amy Arnell and Don 
Brown, Park and _ Clifford, 
Kaplan Pit Band; ‘Who Killed 
Maggie’ (Rep). 


Now. 30. 


Murray, 


Rosema ru 


Aunt 


| Current divert ement is well- 
rounded entertainment with a couple 
names do some- 


of Hollywood 


who 


thing more than lend their moniker 
to the billing. Shov, is nicely paced 
and runs 65 minutes. 

Usual pit ba d overture brings on 
Tommy Tucker crew (12) theming 
out from behind closed curtains. 
Band, consisting of four rhythm, 
four sax, three trumpet and one 
trombone, dishes out a nice brand 
of music. ~™ Don Brown, band’s male | 
canary, after a neatly arranged band | 
number, ‘By the Ohio,’ gives out ! 
neatly with ‘Stepping Out with a 


Memory Tonight’ and ‘Nearness of 
You.’ Effective. Femme _ vocalist, 
Amv Arnell. also gets over two num- 
bers, ‘Nobod\ Babv’ and a novelty, 
‘Papa's 1 Bed with H Briiches. 
On.’ Be ' list are reprised 
late th one of the bar ys t 

trio ‘Trade Winds, 

Tucke brings on Ke Wu \ 
Radio-film comedian hurls across ef- 
fective patter. s newhat off color, 
to warm up fhe auc “ollows with 
leading of e Tucker band through 
Tiger Rag.’ Murray brings on 
Bettv Atkinson as test 


world’s greatest 
Gal 
th some dextraus 


drum majorette holds sw 


from that point 


twirling of batons of varied sizes, 
tapping effectively at same time. 
| Concludes with twirling of 12-pound 
; baton. Registered well and le- 


servedly so. Also exploits self by 
| appearing scantily clad. 
Murray next brings on Park and 


Clifford, acros. Lads go through a 


varied assortment of hand-to-hand 
stuff. Murrays breaks in on act at- 
tired in trunks and smoking a c!gar. 


the lads. 
the boys 


Dishes out tom 
At one time he holds one of 


fooleryvy with 


aloft. An okeh bit. 
| Murray later comes back for some 
|crossfire chatter with stooge Milton 


he brings up from 
id does neat falsetto 


| Charleston, who: 
the audience. L 








chatter and other hoke stuff with 
Murray, who this trip winds up 
lengthy vaude tour. 

Rosemary Lane does. what...she 
knows best, wposely re 1g 
from the ‘ fi Hollv woos hatter of 


j ‘How nice it is to be 


pin,’ with stooges rambling all over | 


gags and bring on Shaw and Lee in| 


standby act—and it still proves to be | 
the most substantial offerings on the 


‘! impression, 


Sam | 








| 
| blah.’ Instead she hurls across a 
brace of vocals. Ga] was for quite 
some time with Fred Waring and 
|reminds her aud of this fact. Said 
public has identified her as a singer 
and she is before them in that ca- 
|pacity. Has nice pipes and effective- 
ily does four numbers. 


| brifie bit of okay crossfire patter 


with Murray. Eck. 
APOLLO, N. Y. 
House Line, Roy White, John 
| Vigal, Vivian Harris, John Mason, 


| Ferdie Robinson, 
| Band, Four Step Bros., Zita, Tiny 


| Bradshaw Band with Mae Arthur. | 


| Lillian 


McKenzie; ‘River's End’ 
(WB). 


———. 


There are on this bill what can be 
| called, with tongue in cheek. two 
bands. One, the headliner, is the 


'Tiny Bradshaw outfit of 13 pieces, 
exclusive of the mugging leader: the 
other is the Cotton Club Tramp Band 

,of eight. With the exception of a 
| few brief moments when the Four 
| Step Brothers are exhibiting their 
tapping wares, the show is cold and 
the boxoffice is reflecting the dearth 
| of talent. 


is one that’s strictly attuned to the 


| purpose of supplying dance music, a | 


| job that it no doubt fills capably at 
the Harlem danceries where the 
colored jitterbugs go for it big. 
When it comes to supplying actual 
entertainment from a stage, there’s 
nothing there. The leader is exuber- 
ant, but this detracts considerably, 
inasmuch as his capers in front of 
the outfit, particularly when his 
| specialties are on, divorces interest 
| between the leader’s Callowayisms 
and the others’ contributions. 

| Mae Arthur is an unusually tall, 
light-skinned looker whose voice is 
fair. Lillian McKenzie is an amateur- 
contest winner at the theatre getting 
a week’s work as the prize. She sings 
and hoofs, after a fashion. 

The four Step Bros., in chocolate 
brown tails, drew the best response 
when caught (Friday, last show) 
with their standard stepping. The 
| Cotton Club Tramp Bapd is a group 
of instrumentalists with some ortho- 
dox, some unorthodox instruments, 
{| with one member playing no instru- 
|ment but generally heightening the 
| with his Stepin Fetchit 
; manner, of the outfit’s lack of enter- 
| taining qualities. 

John Mason, Vivian Harris 


. Ferdie 


| Robinson and John Vigal are house 
| standbys who are in the usual house 
| skits smacking of burlesque. One 
| that they do here is much too lon: 


and the pavoff indicates it isn’t worth 
the time. Roy White is a singer in a 
couple of numbers, but doesn’t have 
much to do. Zita is a near-nude 
| dancer, with her entire body covered 
with gold paint to enhance the 
of her Indian tribal dance near the 
finale, backed by the house line. The 
latter, in its trio of routines. is as 
indecisive as ever. 


ea 


Kan. 


TOWER, K. C. 


I. 


Kansas City, Nov. 30. 


k and the Thurston Magic 


Will Rog 


Unit; ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th). 
Regular policy of importing acts 
and combining with the house en- 


i 
tertainers gets a rest 


and the Tower 
becomes the house of magic this 
week. The Will Rock troupe is mak- 
ing its second stand here in year. 
The illus and experiments of 
this -47-minuter’ are dressed up and 
executed witt } nappy pace and 
agilitv tha iginal Thurston 
probably didn’t knov And most of 
the how jells as good entertainment 
Rock himself not only makes all the 
experiment und cute all the 
tricks but furnishes the patter in 
keeping. He's an c. with a Fred 
Allen delive 


r “ee: . 19 i eo «49 
Route includes Cook tour of ail 


the mythical magical places includ- 
ing India (the basket trick), Egypt 
(the mummy case illusion) and 
France (a guillotine execution), as 


well as considerable sleight-of-hand, | 


card tricks, card throwing, the float- 


ing lady illusion, and the inevitable | 


tsawing a woran in half. 


Only on the guillotine trick do the 
too 
obvious for even the juve half of the 


mysteries bog a little as it Is 
audience. It needs improving or re- 
placing. Stunt of producing a full- 
fledged chorus girl from ! 
is pulled off in regulation fashion. 
Herb Six his house band 
the pit for this one under 


and 


to 
cal director of the troupe. 


well over an kour with nine people 


and tons of props and drops, and if 


Also does a | 


Cotton Club Tramp | 


Bradshaw's outfit, the bill-topper, | 


a dollhouse 


ZO 
the 
baton of J. C. ‘Gloomy’ Gran, musi- 
Company 
is now prepared for a show running 


Hal Styles’ Radio Employment Agcy. 
Whips Job-Seekers Into Vaude Revue 





Los Angeles, Now. 28. 


Hal Styles, Will Nash, Marjorie 
| Raymond, Marvin Lane, Jean Mar- 
| row, Cutelli, Hal Belfer, Joyce Weli- 
ington, Patricia Styles, April Styles, 
David Shack, Bob Soncrest, Al Lyon 
Orch; ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Drums of the Desert’ (Mono). 
Probably one of the most unique 
; assortments of talent ever crowded 
on a single vaudeville stage is that 
rovided in the Hal Styles ‘Help 
"hy Neighbor’ revue, current at the 
Orpheum this week. During the 
past four or five years Styles has 
conducted a volunteer employment 
agency via the ether lanes under 
the ‘Neighbor’ title and in this 
period he has found work for 25,000 
‘of the 500,000 applicants, so he says. 
In questioning applicants for jobs, 
| Styles came across quite a few who 
had some hidden talent and he has 
whipped these together for what 
; turns out to be a corking good re- 
vue. Unlike the average Major 
| Bowes amateur unit, these are bona- 
fide ‘hams,’ but each proficient in 
his or her line. 

For instance, show is spened by 
Will Nash, a Negro well-advanced 
in years with his left arm paralyzed, 
but who plays a mean piane by 
/means of the good right hand. Then 
‘there's Marjorie Raymond, whose 
forte is poetry but who has mas- 
| tered the art of step-dancing. Mar- 
vin Lane, a taxidermist, reveals he 
| possesses a clear tenor voice and 
| Jean Marrow, who made application 
|for a job as a mother’s helper, is a 
| Wiz on the accordion. 

Cutelli is a sound-effects expert, 
frequently used by the Hollywood 
| studios, and there’s Hal Belfer, who 
| wants to be a salesman but who un- 
'corks a line of eccentric and acro- 
|batie soft-shoe dancing that would 
|do some credit to a veteran hoofer. 
| Joyce Wellington, 6, tried to land a 
|job as a waitress but her age was 
| against this employment. She plays 
| her own compositions at the piano 
like a master. David Shack, aged 
| 13, is the only outsider on the bill 
and he, too, is an amateur, having 
won a stage tryout by his violin 
playing at a recent Orpheum con- 
test. 

Bob Soncrest is an auto mechanie 
who came from Detroit and de- 
veloped into a corking cowboy yode- 
ler. Styles does a 500-word fast-talk 
!conecerning his air program, doing 
the entire bit in one minute, and he 
has added his daughters, Patricia, an 
{accomplished warbler, and April, 
who sings ‘I Am an American’ while 
garbed in military fashion. 

As a finale the two Styles girls 
lead the refrain of the ‘Help Thy 
Neighbor’ air show themer and the 
audience is invited to join in the 
final chorus. All-in-all its corking 
good stage fare, away from the cut 
and dried pattern and likely to get 
further bookings up and down the 
Coast. Edwa. 


+ 
| 





KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Now. 29. 
| Alf Loyal’s Dogs, Dixie Dunbar 
land her Rhythmaires, Wally Vernon, 


Patricia Eliis, Paul Remos and his 
Toy Boys, Arren and Broderick, 
Larry Flint House Orch; ‘Charter 


Pilot’ (20th). 

‘Hollywood Stars on Parade’ is the 
tasty title of this week’s six-act of- 
fering. The parade is not very stir- 


ring, although Dixie Dunbar leads 
off satisfactorily, and Patricia Ellis 
closes ditto, because it sags in th 


middle with Wally Vernon. 

The stemdard vaude turns roused 
up a yawning house, Paul Remos 
and Arren and Broderick, closing the 
bill that order. The Remos act 
view here for about 


ons, and they are a welcome 


bill, in 
has not been on 


tWO S@a 


ght in the present instance. The 
two male midgets cleverly handled 
by Remos, are solid all the way in 
their acro-balance routine and Ci- 
denta! dancing. Surefire climax is 
the high-pole stunt with one boy 
playing a xylophone at the top 
and the other boy hanging off by a 
ingle foot hold and swinging a 
lariat. Another pip is the backbend 


by one midget, picking up a glass of 
wine with his teeth and drinking it 
while he returns to upright position, 
with Remos as ground man 
Charlotte Arren and Johnny 
Broderick got a very good reception 
to their burley song soiree and 
hokum. Broderick’s familiar piano 
number is still okay, with a harp- 
like interpolation achieved by plunk- 
ing the wires behind the keyboard. 
Miss Dunbar, playing deuce, de- 
livers a smartly routined dance turn, 
assisted by a smooth male quartet, 
handy with their taps. Act has a 
nice musical comedy touch, with the 
five dancers working in precision 
taps and a conga number. Miss Dun- 
bar finales with solo taps, themed 
to ‘Comes Love’ and ‘Yokel Boy,’ in 


plans of Reck materialize it will | which she was featured last season. 

emerge as a road show within the Miss Ellis avoids all blab about 

hext season OF two. 3 Helivwood and the common P.a. pit- 
3iz is more than hoid is own ‘ ; i 

| -s . Quin | ‘Continued on page 63) 
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N. Y. Commissioner Paul Moss 


Begins Licensing Ticket Brokers 
Jan. 1, When All Must Have Permits 








Although New York's Mitchel! 
law, limiting agencies from selling 
tickets for all places of xdmission at 
not more than 75¢ over the boxoffice 
rate, has been technically in effect 
since signatured by Governor Leh- 
man, N. Y. Commissioner of Li- 
censes Paul Moss will actually take 
over supervision of agencies on Jan. 
1. Before that date all brokers will 
be required to apply for licenses 
from Moss, fee being $200, same 
amount as heretofore paid the state. 

With the Mitchell law becoming 
operative, ticket brokers will be 
under two sets of rules, the other 
being the ticket code which the 
managers (League of New York 
Theatres) and Equity imposed for 
the past two seasons, with the prin- 
cipal intent of holding down gyp- 
ping. Code applies only to legit 
theatres, while the state law applies 
to all types of amusements and 
sports events. ; 

Rules announced by Commissioner 
Moss have irked the agency people, 
particularly the requirement that all 
brokers and employees be finger- 
printed. Where agencies are incor- 
porated, all stockholders are to be 
similarly registered, whether ac- 
tively engaged in selling tickets or 
not. Understood that Mayor La- 
Guardia backed up the fingerprint- 
ing idea to find out ‘if there are 
crooks in the business.’ 

No Doubling Up 

Newest headache for the smaller | 
agencies is a provision in the Mitchell 
law that all brokers shall have their 
own place of business. Quite a} 
bunch of brokers share offices or 
stores with others of a different busi- 
ness to hold down expenses, and for 
them the new regulation will be a 
hardship. Stated that that prevision 
in the law was included at the sug- 





gestion of Madison Square Garden, 
near which a flock of speculators 
rent space in stores and bars for the | 
sale of tickets to fights. hockey and | 
other events in the Garden. 

While the leading agencies are said | 
to be complying strictly with the 75c | 
limitation, known that smaller brok- 
ers are getting high prices. Some 
managers are using various devices 
to prevent tickets from reaching the 
hands of specs. Complaints are that 
$8.80 is charged for shows with a 
$4.40 top. Yet when a showman of- 
fered to refund-the amount paid by 
the patron in one fnstance, 
agency was named, he refused say- 
ing he ‘wouldn’t be able to get tick- 
ets when I want them.’ 

Court action by a group of brok- | 
ers who sought an injunction to re- 
strain officials from enforcing the 
Mitchell law failed in its 


stage, when the Appellate Division | 


of the N. Y. supreme court 
upheld Justice Sidney 


who declined to issue such a writ 


| 
Bernstein. | 


| 


last spring. Decision was unanimous, | 


tending the law is not constitutional. | 


Dayton’s Big Year 


Dayton, Dec. 3. 
Never since the good old days has 
this city enjoyed such a run of legiti- 
mate attractions. Already The Vic- 
tory has presented Tallulah Bank 
head in ‘The Little Foxes’: Katharine 
Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia 


the Lunts in 
Night.’ Also booked are Clifton 
Webb, in ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ Dec. 11-12, and Eddie 
Dowling in ‘The Time of Your Life,’ 
Dec. 17. 

Although not definitely set, the the- 
atre promises ‘The Male Animal’ and 
‘Life With Father’ at early dates. 





Lily Pons’ Understudy 


Josephine Tuminia, 
coloratura soprano, has been signed 
to a Metropolitan opera contract. 
The soprano will act as understudy 


for Lily Pons, while Singing in prin- | 


cipal roles herself. 


; She has appeared with the San | 
Francisco and Chicago opera com- | 


panies during the past few vears and 
has guested on the Kraft hour. She 


is 25 years old. 


| 
but counsel for the ticket men 


claimed the right to take the case to 
the Court of Appeals and the Su- 
preme Court of the U. S. 

Although the injunctive proceed- 
ings may not succeed, the ticket men 
have the right of trial, brokers con- 


Story” 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark’ and | 
‘There Shall Be No 


American | 


aA 


Immediate Showdown 
Improbable on Communist 
Beefs Against Equityites 





Equity officials are skeptical that 
Communist charges against half a 
dozen people on its council will be 
soon clarified. Only chance of the 
issue being settled is if Congressman 
William P. Lambertson produces 
satisfactory proof of his allegations, 
which were printed in the Congres- 
sional Record, or if the Dies Com- 
mittee investigates. Action by the 
latter is now believed improbable, 
because it is immersed in revealing 
alleged Fifth Column activities in 
key industries and defense plants. 

No discussion of the Communistic 
charges is permitted in the council 
until there are further develop- 
ments from either Lambertson or 
Dies. A resolution to that effect was 
adopted some time ago for the pur- 
pose of preventing councillors from 
further airing their views. 

At the time, Philip Loeb, one of 
those named by the Congressman, 
demanded that an impartial board 
be formed to hear the charges. Ac- 
tor submitted the name of a Cath- 
olic priest to act as chairman, indi- 
cating his confidence of being 
cleared, since that church is known 
to be opposed to Communism. 


‘Yokel Boy’ Tour Sees 
Tune 3 Back in Show Biz 


With ‘Yokel Boy’ being readied 
for the road, the former pop-song 








writing and publishing trio of De | 


Sylva, Brown and Henderson will 
be back in show business, along with 
Bobby -Crawford, who was their 
general manager. 


musical, originally produced by the 
rst named. ‘Boy’ 


a slow start but because the pro- 


| duction wa: costly to cut down for 
| the road, it 
| it meant an outlay of $30,000 to place 
| ‘Boy’ back on the boards. 
if the |"¢ will be starred. 


did not tour. Understood 


Joe Pen- 


Money guaranteeing salaries was | 
posted with Equity by Henderson. | 
Reported, however, that Sam Rosoff, | 
|subway builder, is a silent partner | 
| with Marcus Heiman also interested 
| Brown, who wrote the score, has en- 
second | tered into a new deal regarding roy- | of Frank Craven in ‘About Tomor- ) 

|alties, new numbers by him and|row’ at the Curran was postponed |summer heat caused a layoff. Since | 


ford is currently presenting ‘Sepa- 
rate Rooms,’ Plymouth, N. Y. 





Brown, Hendcer- | 
son and Crawford will present the | 


made a good | 
| showing at the Majestic, N. Y., after | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Talley Method’ — Play- 





wrights. 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Max Gor- 
don, 

‘Battle of Angels’ — Theatre 
Guild. 


‘Let Her Go’—Dennis King. 

‘Eight O’Clock Tuesday’— 
Luther Green, Jan Struthers. 

‘The Hard Way’—Allen Bor- 
etz, Morris Helprin. 

‘Yokel Boy’ (road)—Lew 
Brown, Ray Henderson, Bobby 
Crawford. 

‘Flight to the West’—Play- 
wrights, 

‘The Old Foolishness’ — John 
Golden. ~—— 

‘Out West It’s Different’—Max 
Gordon. 

‘Retreat to Pleasure’—Group 
Theatre. 

‘Crazy 
Kraszner. 

‘Cue for Passion’—Aldrich & 
Myers. 

‘Here Today’ 
Wile. 


EQUITY INITIATION HIKE 


With the Heat’—Kurt 


(road)— Everett 











Deadline for initiation into Equity 
membership at the old fee of $50 ex- 
pired Saturday (30). Fee for en- 
trance is now $100 and the mini- 
mum pay for legit actors, whether 
senior or junior ,is now $50 weekly. 
A number of last-minute applications 
were filed, some going by mail on 
the final day, but new members are 
not eligible to join unless able to 
prove that they have secured an 
engagement. 

Approximation of the number of 
actors without jobs was indicated re- 
cently, when calls for new shows 
were issued. Crowds of players ap- 
plied and it was estimated that there 
| were 300 persons for every availabie 
part. That abnormal proportion was 
|} even bigger last spring, when it was 

stated that there were 600 players 
| for every engagement in sight. That, 
| however, did not include summer 
stocks. 

A number of former members took 
advantage of the old initiation fee 
to rejoin Equity. Most of those have 
been off the boards from six to eight 
years, chiefly because of the decrease 
| in production. That they have any 
| better chance to secure engagements 
is doubtful, but they took a chance 
'to regain good standing by posting 
| initiation of $50. Understood that 
most of them are back in dues, ow- 
ing from $100 to more than $200, but 
| by rejoining those items have been 
| Wiped off the books. 





| 





Delay ‘Tomorrow’ 





San Francisco, Dec. 8. 


Last night's (Monday) opening 


last week | Henderson being interpolated. Craw- | until Wednesday. 
* liness of Sally Eilers claimed as|show has 


j the reason. 





TO $100 WITH PAY RISE 


Broadway s Non-Sunday Legits Do 
Better Biz Than Usual on Monday: 
2d Sabbath Try Improves at B.0. 


N.Y. Ice Show Tiffs 
With ‘Hellz’ on Ads’ — | wut it was stated thar boxonine nen 
Definition of Musical nine were materially better for the 


nine shows which played. Again 
| the major new musicals were absent, 
‘also most of the top straight play 
Broadway and Radio City are grossers. The other half of the list 
a-feudin’ over the definition of a. a not indicated if and when they 
, : ; sarriag | Will join the Sabbath entertainment. 
musical show. Battle—being carried | Unlooked-for angle for Sundays 
on in ads in the dailies— is specific- |appears to be developing. Attend- 
ally between ‘Hellzapoppin,’ at the | ance for shows which did not play 
Winter Garden, N. Y., and ‘It Hap- Sunday was better than usual on 
pens on Ice,’ blades show at the | Monday, that going for some of the 
Center, N. Y. | $4.40 musicals which have declined 
It started Nov. 22 with ‘Hellz’ first | to play Sundays on the theory that 
Sunday performance, when its ads | their type of patron does not come to 
carried the line: ‘Only Musical Show | Broadway on that day. The better- 
in Town.’ Glenn Allvine, Center | ment was mostly in the balcony. In- 
p.a., noted it in the N. Y¥. Times|terpretation of the Monday increase 
drama section the Saturday after-|is that by staggering the list, busi- 
noon before publication and | ness will be better on both evenings. 
squawked to all the papers. Inas- | Attendance drops as Christmas ap- 








Second Sunday (1) of legit pere 
formances on Broadway was a vire 








were already printed, Times and 
Herald-Trib both carried boxes in 
the news sections that the ad erred 


much as sections carrying the ads | 
|ered for the balance of this month. 


proaches and that is to be consid- 


First test of a Sunday matinee was 
had with ‘Horse Fever,’ new_comedy 


at the Mansfield. Show did not win 
a favorable press, but the afternoon 
scale at $1.10 drew about 50% of 
capacity. As the show only an- 
nounced the matinee three days in 
advance the management regarded 
the business as quite satisfactory. 
‘Fever’ also played at night afd 
dropped Wednesday afternoon, there- 
by keeping within the eight per- 


and ‘Ice’ was also a musical. 


N. Y. News, which hadn't. its 
papers printed yet, called C. P. 
Greneker, Shubert press chief, but 
he refused to delete the line. Sheet 
thereupon cancelled the ad. Center, 
until Nov. 13, had been using ‘Only- 
Musical in Town’ line Sundays, &s it 
doesn’t operate under Equity. 








Past Sunday, Greneker com- | formance limit. 
| promised with a technicality, ‘Hellz’ ‘Rooms’ Tops 
}ad announcing it was ‘The Only Top increase was credited to 
| Musical Show on Broadway.’ Inas- | ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth, where 


}.auch as Center is on 6th avenue, | jt was claimed that the increase the 
|} management, rather amused by the | second Sunday was 50% more than 
| whole thing could make no cOm-/the first. Claimed, too, thnt~ in 
plaint, but promised next week to! drawing $1,200 last Sunday (1) busi- 
insert in its copy the line: ‘Only ' ness about doubled the usual Mon- 
Musical Show on Skates.’ |day. In the case of ‘Rooms,’ how- 
. ever, the Sabbath attendance de- 
|pended on the number of two-for- 


Tallulah In ‘Foxes’ May one coupons which materialized, and 


| that applied to some other Sundayers 


Set N ] Nit R d of’ an intermediate nature which 
ew “Nite ecor | are using bargain admissions. 
jaaieneioaall Again ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Gar- 
| den, drew top Sunday coin, with ‘It 
| Happens on Ice,’ Center, also getting 
|excellent support. Improvement 
|also was noted for ‘Johnny Belinda,’ 
| Belasco, but ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort, 
; which had a benefit performance the 
| first Sunday, did well but not equal 
| to Monday and has declared off Sun- 
idays. ‘Tobacco Road,’ among the first 
ito play Sundays, which have been a 
| lifesaver for the long-stayer, again 
was popular with its low admission, 
but ‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor, and the 
new ‘Fledgling,’ which was panned, 
| got very little business. 


| A modern record for a road show 
}with a name star playing one night- 
ers will probably be established by 
\‘The Little Foxes,’ starring Tullu- 
\lah Bankhead. Drama has already 
|played around 40 one-night stands 
land the total may reach the cen- 
tury mark as ‘Foxes’ has approxi- 
mately 50 similar bookings through 
the south during the winter. 

‘Foxes’ went on tour last season 
lafter playing nearly a solid year on 
Broadway (National) and fared very 
well until it reached Chicago, where 





Another show which has been 

| going to the road early in the fall, | faring well on the Sabbath is the 
been drawing eonsistently | Russian ‘Ballet Ruuse’ at Warners, 

i profitable business. 5ist street, which has been playing 

















ee = afternoon and night on both Satur- 





days and Sundays. It is not counted 
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among the legit list, but has a simi- 
lar appeal. Ballet’s best attendance 
‘is at the weekend and grosses on the 
week have been topping $30,000 right 
along. 

Next Sunday (8) there are to be 
two re-entered performances, they 
being ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 








New Det. Civic Op Try 


Detroit, Dec. 3. 

An attempt will be made to revive 
| civic opera in Detroit—where two 
theatrical ventures died recently— 
under the direction of D. Caesar 
Crafone, conductor of the Cranbrook 
orchestra. Auditiofis are being held, 
with all members of the company to 
be drawn from this vicinity. 

Car] F. Cox, who made a success 
\two years ago in ‘ve Negro opera 
| production of ‘Aida,’ is business rep- 
'resentative for the venture. Stage 
| properties and costumes of the de- 
'funct Detroit Civic Opera Co. are 
available for the new attempt. 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER  [°* svc 











Prexy Paul Green 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 2 


Paul Green, playwright, is the 
newly-elected president of the Na- 
| tional Theatre Conference, which 


represents 300 non-professional the- 
atre groups in colleges and commu- 














} 
LONDON if. nities. 
' ° 
ag? The conference is working On a 
8 St. Martin's Pl. i} pian for camp theatricals in army 
thane eatin — , ar ig centers 
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Frank Tinney Dies 


at 62; Show Biz 


Rated Him Most Underpaid Comic Star 


By JACK PULASKI 

Frank Tinney, one of the funniest 
men in the annals of the stage, 
passed away last Thursday (28) in 
the U. S. Veterans hospital, North- 
port, L. IL, where he was under 
treatment four about one year. An- 
nounced cause was a tumor of the 
lung, but the hospital is an institu- 


tion for mental cases. He was 62. 
Tinney had been away from the 
boards since 1926 when he was 
stricken, diagnosis being paresis. He 
collapsed on the stage at Detroit, | 
appearing there in ‘Vanities’ and 


was removed to the Naval Hospital, 


Philadelphia, where he was born. 
His mind was a virtual blank but 
he partially recovered although 


never regained health. 

Although his fame was wide, Tin- 
ney was the most underpaid musi- 
cal comedy star and headliner on 
Broadway. His top salary in vaude- 


ville was $359 weekly, while tn mu- 
sical comedies he ,received $750 
Highest amount he earned was in 


England where he drew $1,000. Tin- 
ney became a favorite in London 
and could have remained indefinite- 
ly. Had he not become ill, the 
lackface comie might have climbed 
into the theatae’s high bracket en- 
tertainers. 

One reason why Tinney’s vaude- 
ville salary was comparatively low 
was a.booking agent’s scrap over 
representing him with the B. F. 
Keith booking office a factor. But 
he was alwavs handled by Max Har 
then a leading actors’ representa- 
tive. who discovered him in a Mil- 
waukee theatre. After -a Chicago 
showing his first stage date was at 
Poli’s, New Haven. Appearances 
for Percy Williams followed and 
then came Hammerstein's. Follow- 
ing disputes with the booking office, 
he returned to the latter theatre in 
1913, there creating a sensation. A 
review of his act by Sime appears 
adjacent. His first connection with 
theatricals was a musician with 
Barlow's Minstrels, Philadelphia. 


as 


That early beginning was the 
background for an act which he 


used in the midwest, Tinney playing 
a number of instruments. It was his 
idea to converse with the orchestra 
leader, one the comic’s standard 
stunts thereafter. Once at the Pal- 
ace, N. Y., Julius Lenzberg, the con- 
ductor, walked out, refusing to play 
straight to Tinney. 

Actual start as a blackface comic 
was in the minstrel show that was the 


- 
ot 





annual summer fixture at the Steel 
Pier. Atlantic City. He recognized 
that beginning in his own way, re- 
turning to the pier show for a num- 
ber of seasons after he had climbed 
to headline rating in vaud r 
Many Musicals 

Tinney’ 2 ef included a number 
of musical ¢ dies, first being tl 
‘Follies’ in 1910 Two y¢ late! 
he appeared in ‘A Winsome Widow,’ 
then the 1913 ‘Follies. Returning 
to London he was in ‘Hello Tango 
his first hit over there having been 
In Vall le it the Palace B ck in 
America he was m ‘Watch Your 


Step’ (1916) and ‘The Century Girl’ 


the following season. His final ap- 
pearance in a Flo Ziegfeld musical 
was “The Red: Widow.” Zieggy often 
stood in the wings when Tinney 
was onstage, the comic ribbing him 
on every occasion 

Comedian was in two mu Is 
produce y Arthur Hai 
‘Some Time’ and ‘Tickle M M 
ager lil to talk of ex} ( vit 
Tinney when the comic had wined 
too well. On one occasion § the 
curtain was rung down and the per- 


formance terminated, 





opened his mouth widely but was 
unable to close it or utter a 
One of his final Broadway 
was ‘Music Box Revue.’ 
Imogene Wilson Mess 
An unfortunate notorious affair 
came near the close of his stage 


career, it being an alleged fight with 


Imogene Wilson, a ‘Follies’ girl. 
Both had been drinking and the 
squabble occurred in a West 72nd 
street (N. Y.) rooming house. Miss 


Wilson, who was later known as 
Mary Nolan, charged that he had 
beaten her Case came before a 


magistrate but there were no further 
proceedings. 

Insiders say that the tiff with Miss 
Wilson would never have reached the 
press had it not been tipped off by 
‘the late Will Page, rotund press 
agent for Ziegfeld and also C. B. 


Dillingham. Alleged that Page, 

after tourir., the Times Square 

speakeasies with the comedian, tele- 

phoned the desk of a gossip sheet and 

reporters were on hand when the 
owe” 

erin - th Oe Ae aN os Ne Em Bernat 








Tinney having 


couple emerged from the 


rooming 


house. Publicity resulted in her dis- 
missal by Zieggy and also divorce 
by Tinney’s wife, Eva Davenport, 
too a professional. The Tinneys 


had a home at Baldwin, L. L, where 
Mrs. Tinney retired after remarking 
that ‘one in the theatre is enough for 
any family.’ She resides on the 
Coast with her son, Frank, Jr. 


Captain in the Service 
Frank Tinney was as funny off 
stage as on. He had a flair for prac- 
tical jokes of a harmless kind. Dur- 
ing the war he was a captain in the 


quartermaster’s department, his as- 
signment being described as a 


swivel chair job which held him on 
this side. Fellow professionals used 


to crack gags about Tinney’s time 
in the service. One was that after 
a spree with Jimmy Duffy (Mr. 


Duffy and Mr. Sweeney’), they came 
to wearing soldiers uniforms, an 
actor claiming that somebody put on 
the duds while they were ‘out.’ 





Always Clowning 
When in the ‘Music Box Revue,’ 
Tinney spent $35 rigging up a chair 
with batteries, so that chorines 
would be given an electric shock. 
There were backstage dice games 


and once Tinney was in the red for 
$3.000. He blandly gave John Steel, 
tenor in the show, a check for that 
amount but it bounced back so hard 
that ‘it almost knocked Steel’s eye 
out,’ according to stagehands. 


Macabre Zany 

As a youngster he was appren- 
ticed to a Philadelphia undertaker, 
which later inspired him to pull a 
somewhat grisly joke in Chicago. 
Tinney invited a bunch of chorus 
girls for a party but he took them 
to the morgue. Girls had the jitters 
anyhow, then suddenly Tinney sat up 
on a marble slab, used for unidenti- 
fied dead. He had covertly hidden 
under a white sheet. The chorines 
screamed and fled. Some fainted. 





Expensive Corkage 
During a London engagement men 
from the tax department queried 
Tinney about charging off $500 for 


makeup. They asked whether he 
didn’t use burnt cork for that pur- 
rose. He answered that was cor- 
rect, ‘but I use champagne corks.’ 
Prankster 

In addition: to being a prankster, 
Tinney was something of a dare- 
devil. For a time he took chances 
when making jumps on expre 





trains. Liked to go the observation 
‘ar and hang on to the handrail a 
t wnil zed thr ugh towns, His body 
uld be parallel to the roacbed 
Jolson-Tinney Feud 
Joe Flynn, who pressagented 
hows in which Tinney appeared for 


Te! 
u 


years referre to the comedian as 


the ‘Peck’s Bad Boy of the Prohibi- 
tion Twenties.” He recalls a feud 
hetween Jolson and Tinney in Chi- 
cago, where both burnt cork artists 
were appearing. One night a passing 
fire engine proved a point killer but 
Tinney got a bigger laugh by crack- 
ins, ‘l’ll bet Al Jolson’s driving it.’ 
Flynn possesses a gold watch given 
him by the comic, inscribed: “To Joe 
Flynn, press agent for Joe Flynn, 
from his pal Frank Tinney.’ 
Frisking Stagehands for Booze 
Arthur Hammerstein passed around 
nips of whiskey during a ‘Tickle Me 
performance, little bottles being 
abeled: ‘A tickle from ‘Tickle Me’ 
vith compliments from Frank Tin- 
ney.’ It was palpably a pre un 
but proved worth while. Compan: 
was called before a Federal gran 


jury but the moment Tinney appeer- 
ed before that body he had the jur- 
ors laughing with the final result all 
hands were dismissed. 

Tinney was forbidden to drink 
during performances and there were 
times when the entire company. and 
crew were frisked at the stage door 
so that bottles did not reach him, 
but he managed to get a supply in 
devious ways. ——- 

Put It All on Two Checks 

When in cafes he usually told the 
waiter to ‘put it all on two checks’ 
indicating his Dutch treat ideas. 
Leon Erroi told a story at the Friars 

‘about a Scotchman who trimmed his 


| freshly made. 





| (Sime’s New Act 
Review, Jan. 10, 1913) 


FRANK TINNEY 
Monolog 
21 Mins; One 
Hammerstein's 

‘First reappearance in 
of Frank Tinney’ announces the 
Hammerstein program. How fool- 
sh vaudeville has been to allow Mr. 
Tinney and many other comedy acts 
to ever leave it. But, of course, that 
is another story. Mr. Tinney did re- 
appear at Hammerstein's Monday, 
twice, afternoon and night. He virt- 





vaudeville 


ually gave a different performance 
each +¢ime, and both somewhat 
‘changed from the former routine 


Tinney had, with the orchestra lead- 
er, stories, talk and ‘the bagpipes.’ 
Now the blackface funny fellow is 
telling about a couple of songs he 
composed, also some new gags, one 
of singing for the prisoners on holi- 
Cays and another about deaf and 
dumb people conversing. i 
the nearly new act Tirney is putting 
out, he has a new uniform, includ- 
ing a bright red coat and epaulets, 
while his wig and cork also seem 
It’s Frank Tinney, all 
dressed up. 
Perhaps ‘Zieggy’ 
but he’s just 


did th 
funny 


at for him, 
and when 


as 


| Tinney is funny, he’s very funny— 
jand he’s always funny. 


Henry Marshall is orchestra leader 
for him this week, doing the straight 
for the comedian very well. Toward 
the finish of the turn Mr. Tinney 
went back to his old matter that is 
familiar around Broidway through 


| it having been heard from him in all 
the 


vaudeville houses besides the 
Winter Garden and Moulin Rouge 
since he became a rave on the Main 
Alley. 

After seeing Tinney's two perform- 


; ances Monday, he doesn’t require a 
|}routine when carrying a leader with 


the aptitude for the special work Mr. 
Marshall displayed. Tinney at the 
matinee kidded ‘The System’ very 
nicely. and at night. following Ching 
Ling Foo, he left ‘The System’ alone 
to su after the Cl 
From the plains 
headline spot at 
Tinney’s record. 
if there are natural 
earth Tinney one of them And 
big time vaudeville believes it can 
tell managers what an act like this is 
worth. Might as well try to regulate 


sImam. 
Lift I 


of the 
H: 


He deserves 


west to a 
mmerstein’s is 
a for 
comedians on 
is 


the prices on Wall Street. An act 
is worth what a manager will pay for 
it. No one in the world can set a 


price on Tinney, because his talent 
will be bid for—and go to the highest 
offer. Sime. 


HACKETT-COODRICH 
_ PLAY FOR JOE BROWN 


Besides | 


( 





' Justice 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 3. 
Joe E. Brown, stopping off here 
last week to visit hi son, Joe L. | 
Brown, biz manager of Pittsburgh 
Hornets, hockey club, arrived Satur- 
lay (30) on coast to see UCLA- 
Southern Cal. football game and also 
begin rehearsals for « revival 
if ‘She Off.’ Play hich e did 
Elmer the Grea In sun 
tock,, will open in Los Angele 
under Henry Duffy’s banner Xmas 
night for'a three-week engagement. 
Goes from there to San Francisco for 
imilar run. 
Brown said he’s going to lay off 
pix for at least a year and expects 
to return east around middle of 


February to see how ‘Western Union, 


Please,’ Albert Hackett-Frances 
Goodrich comedy which authors are 
rewriting for him, shapes up. If it 
looks okay, he’ll do it on Broadway 
in the spring. therwise, he’ll wait 
juntil the right vehicle shows up 


to take 
York hecay » +} 
11Ci€ too ry 
++ - 1? 4 oe 
pite exceiient out-of-town notices 
Mrs. Brown accompanied comedian 
but remained here for few more 
as house-guest of John Harrises. 
a’ 
also to see newlyweds Mike 
Francovich and Binnie Barnes, here 
with Leouella unit, 


Comedian said he was afraid 
I ‘Elmer’ to New 
venl e creaked 


e 


and 


Parson 





Pics’Radio Worry 


Continued from page 1 











years and it states that it needs radio 
to plug these releases. It figures 
that it can get around the ASCAP 
barrier by arranging with the net- 
to put on the entire score 
ind dramatic story of these musical 
fils, since ASCAP members in their 
membership contracts have reserved 
the grand rights. On the other hand 
unlicensed radio would face in- 
fringement charges were it to air the 


at 


travis 
WULKRDS 


nails very short, so he couldn't pick | individual tunes from such scores if 
up the dinner check, gag being the authors are allied with ASCAP 
directed at Tinney. However, when The important angle about the 
a clerk at the Lights Club, Freeport. ‘grand right’ reservation is that the 
ran off with $400, Tinney made rest entire story of the ; ry yperetta 
tution because he had recommend must be unfolde ; the 
he fellow r lose its ‘gra er . 
et 


| 


orn’ Success on B'way Held Unusual 
Due to Frequeat Failure of Imports 





Coincidental Shumlin 


Herman Shumlin has scored 
three dramatic hits at the same 
theatre, National, N. Y., and the 
weather was inclement, snow 
falling on the premiere evening 
in all three instances. Manager's 
latest success is “The Corn Is 
Green,’ which bowed in _ last 
Tuesday (26). 

His earlier hits there were 
‘Grand Hotel,’ which opened in 
November, 1930, and was Shum- 
lin’s maiden success, then ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ which debutted in 
February last year. 











NO DECISION YET 


ON AGMA VS. 
PETRILLO 


After a three-hour hearing in 
court last Friday (29), the New York 
Appellate division, consisting of Jus- 
tices Francis Martin, Alfred H, Town- 
ley, Edward J. Glennon, Edward S. 
Dore and Joseph M. Callahan, re- 
served decision on the question of 
the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists’ effort to obtain an injunction 
against the American Federation of 











Musicians. Both sides were given 
until yesterday (Tuesday) to sub- 
mit briefs. It is expected that a de- 
cision may not be handed down for | 
some weeks. 

Frederick R. Crane, former N. Y. 


circuit court of appeals judge, rep- 
resented AGMA at the hearing, hav- 
ing been brought into the case a few 
days before by Henry Jaffe and Sid- 
ney Cohn, the union’s 
Former Judge Samuel Seabury rep- 
resented AFM and James C. Petrillo, 
its president. 


attorneys. | 


Occasion was the hear- | 


ing of AGMA’s appeal frém Supreme | 


Court Justice Aaron Steuer’s decision 
enying a temporary injunction. 
Ferdinand Pecora had 
viously granted AGMA a temporary 
stay and, pending decision by the 
Appellate division, both sides agreed 


> 


to disregard Steuer’s ruling and re- 
tain the stat quo 
Case centers on Petrillo’s demand 


1 
that concert 


soloists give up their 
1 AGMA and join the 


membership it 


AFM He has threatened to bar 

from radio, the concert platform. re- 
rrdings and films any artists who 
fiicea 





Legit Cues 





Virginia Dunning went into the 
part of the first maid in ‘Life With 
Father’ last week. She’s the daughter 
of Phil and Frances Dunning. 


Alfred Paschall, with the Maurice 
Evans company the last two seasons, 
‘urrently a radio actor in San 
Francisco, but expects to return east 


1 
tmas 


by Chri 


IS ¢ 


Maurice Evans doing a serie 


of 


Sunday tectures on ‘Shakespeare in 
thea Nau? ' 1 c 5 

the New for the benefit of British 
War Relief. 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke east last 
week, then to Canada for 
before returning to Nev 
the rest of the winter, 


few days 


York for 


Shirley Booth, whose new fur coat 
was stolen from the Koosevelt hotel, 
N. Y., checkroom last winter, was 
awarded $2,700 damages, plus costs, 
in court last week. 


Dave Tebet, formerly in the front 
office at the Forrest, Philadelphia, 
now handling special advertising for 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ at the Belasco, N.Y. 





Mrs. Mollie Williams, wife of ac- 
tor-author n Williams, who was 
in the U. arrange a Broadway 
production his ‘The Corn Is 
Green,’ will sail for London as soon 


as she can obtain passage, probably 

In anout two weeks. She will leave 

tneir two children with the Robert 

Mon:gomerys, at Patterson, N. Y., for 
i luration 


pre- | 


That an imported play should be 
Broadway’s first straight show Click 
of the season stamps ‘The Corn Is 
Green,’ National, N. Y., as unusual, 
Attendance at Emlyn Williams’ drama 
steadily developed and, by Saturday 
(30), was playing to standees. ‘Corn’ 
was a big success in London, but 
English successes which score over 
here are rare. Author was previously 
represented on Broadway with ‘Night 
Must Fall,’ done in 1936 with Wil- 
liams in the lead. It lasted eight 
weeks despite considerable attention 
accorded the play and did not make 
money, although since then has been 
something of a favorite in stock. 

Known that a dozen American 
managers angled for ‘Corn,’ plum 
falling to Herman Shumlin who com- 


plied with rather rigorous financial 
terms, which included an advance 


royalty of $2,500 and a share of the 


profits. Stephen Mitchell, who pro- 
duced the show originally, now in 
the British army, is said to have 


favored Shumlin because of the lat- 
ter’s directional skill with dramas. 
Author’s wife was present during re- 
hearsals with suggestions from Wil- 
liams. Others said to have sought 
‘Corn’ were Sam H. Harris, who pro- 
duced ‘Night’ here, John Golden, 
the Shuberts and Gilbert Miller. Vic- 
tor Payne-Jennings, who was inter- 
ested in the English production, par- 
ticipates in the Shumlin show. 
Revivals continue to figure im- 
portantly, with the newest success in 
that field, ‘Twelfth Night,’ drawing 
big business at the St. James, and 
‘Charley's Aunt’ an indicated sticker 
at the Cort. One successful revival, 
‘Kind Lady,’ went to the road from 


ine 
the Playhouse Saturday (30), while 


‘Blind Alley, the weakest, will fold 
at the Windsor this week. 
‘Fledgling,’ which showed as ‘Fol- 


low the Furies’ in a strawhat opened 
at the Hudson last midweek and was 


given thumbs down Two more 
strawhatters arrive this week, ‘Ro- 
mantic Mr. Dickens,’ Playhouse, and 
‘Mum’s the Word’ (Jimmy Savo, 
solo), Belmont. ‘Crazy With the 
Heat,” a revue also seen in the 
sticks, is rehearsing. Listed for the 
Broadway boards, too, are ‘White 


Pony’ and ‘Most Likely to Succeed’ 
(‘The Bo Tree’) 

‘Beverly Hills’ closed at Ful- 
ton Saturday (30), so now all three 


the 


Hollywood plays are among closed 
failures, others being ‘Quiet Please’ 
and ‘Glamour Preferred.’ Next play 
with a film-studio background is 
‘Every Man for Himself,’ due Into 


the Guild next Monday (9) 


Coast Amateur ‘Desire’ 
Up for Court Ruling 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Super or court heat ing is set for 
Dec. 9 on application of H. H. Bar- 
sky, representing Los Angeles Civie 
Theatre, for an injunction to re- 
strain Local 33, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and Actors Equity from 
| picketing the Mayan theatre where 
so-called ‘amateur’ production of 
‘Desire Under the Elms’ is being 
given. 

In addition to restraining order, 


Barsky asks $15,000 


lamages. 


Engagements 


Margaret Tallichet, ‘Every Man fot 
Himself’, 


Lorraine MacMartin, Nancy Cole- 
| man, ‘Liberty Jones’. 

Victor Sutherland, John Alexan- 
| der, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’. 

Sanford Meisner, Kirk Brown, 
Richard Bengal, Robert J. Mulli- 





; cent Donehue, Laurence C 


gan, James Lane, Vincent York, Shir- 


| ley Paige, Jane Fraser, Averell Har- 


ris, Jean Clarke, ‘Pal 
Joey’. 

Isabel Jewell, Eleanor Lynn, Bar- 
bara Reed, Florenz Ames, ‘The Hard 
Way’, 

Bruce MacFarlane, Morris Car- 
novsky, Joan Tompkins, Eda Heine- 
mann, Tom Dillon, Charles Martin, 
Joseph Kallini, Robert Morrow, “My 
Sister Eileen’. 

Sally O'Neil, Roy Roberts, Edwin 
Gramercy, Margery Maude, Vii- 
O’Brien, 


Casto, John 


Guerita Donnelly, Earle Mitchell, 
Grace Frances Findley, Sean Dillon 
‘The Old Foolishness’ (complete 
cast). 
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Plenty Chicago Legit and B. 0. Despite 
Weather; Pyg’ OK 846 ‘Life’ 136, Quits 


+ 
¥ 





LUNTS’ ‘NIGHT’ SMASH 
$27,600 in 2 Ohio Spots 


Cincinnati, Dec. 3. 
The Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 








Chicago, Dec. 3. 
Despite some tougi: weather, the 
jegit situation managed to hold up 
last week, and the town now has 


plenty of drama. 

Two shows ended their Chicago 
runs Saturday (30). “Time of Your 
Life’ vacated the Erlanger after five 

ng-up sessions. Ditto ‘Lady in 
wetine? with Gladys George, after 
three so-so stanzas. ; ; 

Harris was snapped u immedi- 
ately last night (Monday) with 
‘Night of Love’ moving in as re- 

lacement for ‘Lady in Waiting.’ Er- 
anger is due to get ‘Pygmalion’ 
next week, the Ruth Chatterton 
show moving over from the Selwyn. 
‘Pygmalion’ opened last Monday (25) 
and came through with a satisfac- 
tory week bolstered considerably by 
student parties and a b>ngup exploi- 
tation job by Thoda Croft. Show 
moves out of the Selwyn due to the 
UBO insistence of the house for the 
Ruth Gordon ‘Here Today’ show, 
which opens on Dec. 9. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Lady in Waiting,’ Harris (3d and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Arrived, 
stayed and left in miJd manner. 
Finished to $8,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(39th week) (1,200; $2.75). And still 
they come. Capacity or near-ca- 
pacity at all times. Again brilliant 
at better than $14,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ 
week) (1,200; $2.75). 
which really battled its way to 
profits. Hit $12,000 again last week. 

‘Pygmalion,’ Selwyn (lst week) 
€1,000; $2.75). Revival drew good 
notices, with Ruth Chatterton par- 
ticularly satisfying the critics. Got 


Grand (9th 
Here is a show 


Night’ pulled wham $16,500 in four 


performances the last half of last 
week at the 2,500-seat Taft at $3.30 
top. Tug is remarkable in view of 
opposish Friday (29) night and Sat- 
urday (30) matinee from the Cin- 


‘Hellz’ 186 in Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 3. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ (No. 2), in for seven | ; Si i 
days at the Erlanger last week at on weok gre Be big $11,000 ic 
$3.30 top, chalked up estimated snug | Columbus. , 
$18,000 for the frame. While the Lunts were magneting 
Take was wide of capacity, but/ great in the Taft, ‘Rocket to the 
okay for this burg, which is peren- | Moon,’ with Guy Robertson and 
nially allergic to a $3 scale. Eleanor Lynn, was floundering in the 


i ce ‘aes. $1.65 et. Greee 
A on seven night per- 
MASK ’N’ WIG BIG 
$30,000 IN PHILLY 


formances and two matinees. ‘Moon’ 
Philadelphia, Dec. 3. 


folded here, as did ‘See My Lawyer’ 
after playing the Cox the week be- 

The State’s celebration of Thanks- 
giving plus the Army-Navy game 


fore at same scale and fetching 
around $3,000. 
Cincy has no legit this week. 
crowds Friday and Saturday spelled 
good biz for Philly’s legit last week, 
although no sensational grosses were 


‘FUN’ $17,000 IN 
oe ecune ta seen yee HUBS BAKER OUT 


were three legit houses open—For- 
rest, Locust and Erlanger. teas 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘High as a Kite,’ Erlanger (one 
week only) (2,000: $3)—Masked and 
Wig Show got fine $30,000. two grand 
better than last year. Virtual ca- 
pacity throughout. 

‘Night of Love,’ Forrest (2d week) 
(1,800; $3)—Only pro musical natu- 
rally much helped by holiday and 
Army-Navy crowd. That meant three 
capacity evenings, with tilted scale | mid-way through the week, with ill- 
($3.50) Saturday. Didn't hit $26,000, ' ness given as the official reason, but 
and that was long way under ca- |the inside trade version is that sick 
pacity. |material and backstage tiffs hur- 

















Boston, Dec. 3. 

Everybody benefited from the holi- 
day (Thanksgiving) here last week, 
with ‘Life With Father’ in its ninth 
week crowding ‘All in Fun’ in its 
first tryout frame. ‘Romantic Mr. 
Dickens’ was definitely out of the 
money. 

Phil Baker left the cast 








fine student response and turned in 
$8,500 for initial session. 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Erlanger (5th | 
and final week) (1,300;- $2.75). De- 
spite acknowledged confusion by the 
customers as to its meaning, play in- 
dicated real money-making oppor- 
tunity here, but decided to cut it 
short. Wound up well enough at 
$13,000. House goes dark for week. 


PUPPETS L. A.’S SOLO; 
‘FOLIES’ FINAL $13,000: 


| 
Hollywood, Dec. 3. _ | 

Salici’s ‘Puppets,’ after a long run | 
at the San Francisco Fair, moved | 
into El] Capitan theatre (1), playing | 
twice nightly and three mats on the | 
week at 75c top. ‘Folies Bergere’ | 
checked out of house (30), after | 
five healthy weeks, garnering near 
$13,000 on final stanza. 
Town is barren of legit shows this | 
week, and only plays running are an | 
amateur show at the Mayan and a | 











few others which are being kept | (6-7) 


alive by service charge passes. 


‘Male Animal’ Gets OK 
$15,000 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 3. 
‘The Male Animal,’ with Elliott 








Little Theatre, closed a 
stand at the American theatre, sole 
legiter here, Saturday (30), with a 
good b.o. record. Piece was presented 
nine times and, with thé house scaled 
to $2.80, copped an estimated $15,- 
000. 

‘Lady in Waiting.’ 
George and Alan Napier heading the 
cast, began a one-week engagement 
Sunday (1). House is scaled to $2.80. 





Goddard 


Continued from page 2 





Mawhinney, Onondaga County ris- 
trict attorney, who headed counsel 
for the publishing concern, addressed 
the court and said that the defendant 
had erred in its statement, declaring 
that the statement had been made 
by Crichton after two interviews 
with Paulette Goddard. 

He then said that Levy had stip- 
ulated to discontinue the action, ap- 
parently being satisfied with this 
statement—and with the opportunity 
to escape further cross-examination, 
which was airected largely into his 
marital affairs. 

_ William L. Chenery, editer of Col- 
liers, was on hand for the trial and 
tossed a ‘victory’ party for counsel 


and other friends, after the case 
ended. 


Neither Miss Goddard nor her hus- | 


band, Charlie Chaplin, expected for 
the trial, appeared. 
Status of Levy’s California suit 


against his daughter for support is 
undecided. 


| scription show well liked; $12,000 and 


| 
| Blackstone, Chicago. 


. ; |—Civic Repertory, Boston 
Nugent and Julie Stevens, the latter | ‘Little Fexes’ (Tallulah Bankheada@) | 
a localite and a grad of the St. Louis | 
one-week | 


with Grace | 


jton, O. 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Locust (Ist | ried the comic’s decision to with- 
week) (1,500; $2.50)—First ATS sub- 
expected to go up this week. 'end it was vastly 
|Marshall is taking over some of 

Baker's chores. New sketches and 
;ne wmusic are being readied for try- | 
{out this week, and other cast changes 
jare expected. ‘Fun’ will probably | 
|remain for three weeks, instead of | 
two, as first advertised. 

Lee Shubert looked the revue over 
last night and it is reported he may 


improved. Red 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Dec. 2) 





‘A Night of Love’—Harris, Chicago. | 
‘About Tomorrow’ (Frank Craven, 


Sally Eilers)—Curran, San Fran- | take it over. 
aoe (4-7) ‘“ |_‘Hi-Ya, Gentlemen,’ with Max 
“All in , Fun’ (Bill Robinson)— | Baer, Audrey Christie, Ella Logan | 


Py ee ,and Sid Silvers, comes into the Colo- 
Shubert, Boston. |nial tonight (Wed.) for two weeks. 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo—|‘Old Acquaintance, with Peggy | 


N. C. R. auditorium, Dayton, O. (2);| Wood and Jane Cowl, is due in Dec. | 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (3); Me- | 9; ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ with Willie | 
morial auditorium, Louisville (4);| Howard and Luella Gear, 
Withrow court, Oxford, O. (5); Mu- | 4nd “Lady in the Dark,’ a new play 
sic Hall, Cincinnati (6-8). by Moss Hart, with music by Kurt 


, : Weill, opens here Dec. 30 with Gert- 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) | rude Lawrence starred. 


—Forrest, Philadelphia. Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hellzapoppin’ — Auditorium, Wor- | ‘All in Fun,’ Shubert (1st wk) (i,- 

cester, Mass. (2); Stanley, Utica, | 590; $3.30)—Greeted by lukewarm- 

'N. Y¥. (3): Erie, Schenectady (4-5); | to-cold press and opened at only fair 


Masonic auditorium, Rochester, N. Y.| Pace, but holiday perked up trade 


nicely. Ended first stanza with okay 

_ tee $17,000. 
‘Hi-Ya, Gentlemen’—Colonial, Bos- ‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (9th 
ton (3-7). wk) (965; $2.75)—Still filling most 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )—Locust, Philadelphia 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—American, St. Louis 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 


seats to tune of $14,500. 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ Plymouth 
—Had divided press and tame word- 
of-mouth. Biz around $4,000. 


‘Delicate Story’ Weak 
$3,000 in New Haven 





‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 


—Fox, Butte, Mont. (2); Liberty, | ie ia New —, a a 
hone oi: Wilma Missoula. 300d notices were of little help to 
elena, Mont.) Wilma: Misoue | iene Sse epree at She 


‘ : bert here. Despite favorable press 
Yakima, Wash. (6); Metropolitan, 


and word of mouth, gross had to 
Seattle (7). struggle to “reach an approximate 
‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— $3,000, light, in four performances at 
| Cass, Detroit. $2.75 top. 
. . Town Lontiniue j S tiv 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- Town continues its re t ac tive 
. } « i Tala ir ¢ Y firy if 9) tha 
ton Webb)—Lincoln, Decatur, Ill. (2); | 5€4 in by ne time — a “7 r 
r . . : ‘ rreak-in this week ts “Ola Ac- 
Virginia, Champaign, Ill. (3): Palace _ - a a . ae iain. eee! 
yuaIntanec -O-Sta ing vane OW 
5 1 Bend ;: State <alamazoo | *", a : ig 
South Bend (4): State, Ka pemsge a and Peggy Wood. and it comes in fol 
| (5); Bijou, Battle Creek (6); Michi- ty,4 gays (6-7). 
| gan, Jackson, Mich. (7) : psec aa 
‘Meet the People’—Grand. Chicago 
| a 
‘ s >} } ise € ’ > 
Middletown Mural’ —Playhouse.| ‘Road’ $6,900 in K. C. 


| Cleveland. 


wt et ny | Kansas City, Dec. 3 
‘Morning’s at Seven’ Shrine et “Tobacco Road.’ playing its fifth 
Wayne (2); Majestic, Peoria (3); time here made a three-dav stand 
| Civic auditorium, Burlington, Ta. (4): Noy, 28-30 in the Music Hall and 
é 1e0 neennes, in (5): Ste-| rang up estimated total of $6,900 1 
antheon, Vinc . Ind. (5); Ste-| rang up est 1 total of $6,900 in 
\phens college, Columbia, Mo. (6): four performances. Figure is near 


|Municipal auditorium, Moberly, Mis- that of previous appearances of the 
| 


lsouri (7) play here and counted more meet 
Pe f Ta } rorthy since it went at popular 
| ¢ * (Hugh O'Connell}, Worthy 's ) 

Off the Record Hug n. prices—$1.50 top evenings and $1 on 
| Bruce Cabot, Mary Brian, Betty Fur- cate 


ness )—National, Washington 

‘Old Acquaintance’ (Jane Cowl 
| Peggy Wood)—Shubert, New Haven 
(6-7). 

‘Out West It’s Different’—McCar- 
ter, Princeton (7). ranks with better takes on the house 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine record. 
Hepburn)—Parkway, Madison, Wis. - 
(2): Auditorium, St. Paul (3-4); Ly- a ype 

m, Minneapolis (5-7). {Ind. (47). 
Pine and Seandiing’~Ianad, Cleve-| ‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
land. | ing)—Pabst, Milwaukee. 

‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— | ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton )— 
Selwyn, Chicago. Shrine Mosque, Springfield, Mo. (2); 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred Fox, Joplin, Mo. (3); Arcadia Wich- 
|Lunt. Lynn Fontanne)—Victory, Day- ita (4); Convention Hall, Tulsa (9) 
| (2): Memorial auditorium, | Little, Litthe Rock (6-8). 


Week previous Tallulah Bankhead 
in ‘The Little Foxes’ played two per- 
formances on Saturday (23) to a 
gross of $6,300 at a $2.50 top scale. 








cinnati Symphony Orchestra’s con- | 


of ‘Fun’ | 


draw. Much work was done on the | 
| musical last week and by the week’s | 


Dec. 25, | 


This is the best of the season and | 


Louisville (3); English, Indianapolis, | 


Ethel Barrymore’s 


Corn,’ $17,500, 


Bway s Newest Click: Jolson, 266, 
Wynn, 256, ‘Hattie’, 326 Hold Up 








Estimates for Last Week 

| Keys C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
| (Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 
| ‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton. Withdrawn 
| last Saturday after playing three and 
/one half mild weeks; house gets 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ next month. 

‘Boys and Giris Together,’ Broad- 


HEPBURN YS. BLIZZARD | 
IN MILW.; BIG $20,000 


Milwaukee, Dec. 3. 
Although near zero temperatures 











with snow and wind of almost bliz- | 


zard proportions prevented business 
from attaining advance expectations, 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ with Kath- 
arine Hepburn, opened the legit sea- 
|son at the Pabst last week with an 
| estimated gross of $20,000 in eight 
performances at $3.30 top. Open- 
ing last night (Monday) as the sec- 
| ond show under the auspices of the 
'Society for Allied Arts was ‘The 
{Time of Your Life,’ with Eddie 
| Dowling. 

| Not overlooking the opportunity, 
| Metro carried bigger space than the 
| Pabst, and directly below the Hep- 
'burn ad in Sunday’s papers, to an- 
nounce ‘Philadelphia Story,’ with 
| Hepburn ‘coming soon’ on the screen. 
| 
| $7,500 in L’ville 


Louisville, Dec. 3. 





|hurst (9th week) (R-1,160; $4.40). 
|Draw of star (Ed Wynn) keeping 
grosses up in big brackets and show 
should span season; $25,000. 


‘Cabin in the Sky’, Martin Beck 
(6th week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Looks 
definitely in for stay; colored musi- 
cal’s draw is Ethel Waters; has been 
approximately capacity last halves; 
$17,000. 

‘Delicate Story,’ Miller (CD-940; 
$3.30). Presented by Gilbert Miller 
and Vinton Freedley; Theatre Guild 
subscription show; written by Ferenc 
| Molnai; opens tonight. 
| ‘Fledgling,’ Hudson (1st week) (D- 
| 1,094; $3.30). Bowed in last mid- 
| week; drew weak press and chances 
| quite doubtful. 


‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
| Lyceum (6th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
| Figured to play through winter; al- 
|though not among leaders getting 
| substantial grosses; up again last 
| week; around $13,000. 
‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(115th week) (R-1.671; $3.30). With 
road company doing plenty okay, 
original continues to draw real coin 
and some performances are sellouts; 
approximately $25,000. 


‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(12th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Al 
Jolson is the draw here; another 
musical that should play through 
new season; quoted around $26,000 
last week. 

‘Horse Fever,’ Mansfield (1st week) 
(C-1,000; $3.30). Handicapped by 
weak press new comedy had light 
initial week with takings around 








Legit shows are a little more nu- 
merous in this town this season and 
all have fared better -:* the b.o. than 
in previous season: _oth Memorial 
auditorium and ‘ siumbie theatre 
have had a good .nare of traveling 
shows. 


Shiladelphia Story,’ with Kath- | 
arine Hepburn, grossed excellent es- | 
timated $7,500 on two days (25-26), 
with an excellent advance sale for 
the Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ (3). 


‘DuBarry’ Big $27,500 
On Wash. Advance Sale 


Washington, Dec. 3. 

Season which has been topheavy 

|with tryouts, and only one out of 
| five a hit, swung into high gear with 
|‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ launching 
lits belated road tour last week at 
the National. Show was practically 
|sold out before it arrived and ads 
didn’t even bother to carry prices 
|after opening day. Approximately 
$27,500 at $3.30 top, best gross of 
the season thus far. 

Current is John Shubert’s first in- 
die production, ‘Off the Record,’ get- 
ting plenty feature space on its cast 
of Hollywood names, _ including 
Bruce Cabot, Betty Furness, Hugh 
|O’Connell, Mary 
Moore. Next week it’s another new 
one, Max Gordon's ‘Out West It’s 
Different,’ with Claire Trevor and 
Sam Levene. Week after that comes 
still another tryout, 
production of Elmer Rice’s ‘Flight 
to the West,’ with Betty Field. 














‘Tonight at 8:30’ Plus 
Film Names Big, S. F. 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. 
at 8:30,’ with 
fi] names, did approximately $20,- 
000 at the Curran here, closing Sat- 
urday (30). Proceeds, after expenses, 
including Equity minimums for the 
talent. are deducted, go to British 
War Relief Relief angle was soft- 
pedaled at first. 

Lee Tracy’s Man 
self,” which wound up its third week 
at the Geary Saturday (30), opens 


ord 
Tonight 


Hollywood 


‘Every 


its New York stand Monday (9) at 
the Guild theatre. Opus got esti- 


mated $6,000 on third week. 

Toward end of run, producer Ar- 
thur Hutchinson did his bit for na- 
tional defense by extending invites 
to soldiers, who were allowed to 
use any unoccupied seats left after 
8:30 p. m. 


‘Pins’ 116 in Det. 


Detrcit, Dec. 3. 

Having settled down to a one- 
house town, Detroit was reasonably 
| responsive last week to the new edi- 
tion of ‘Pins and Needles.’ Cass 
picked 
with nine performances of the gar- 
ment workers’ show. Top was $2.20. 

Dark for one night, the Cass re- 

umed Monday (2) with ‘The Male 
} Animal.’ 





| (R-3,087; 


| but 


| week) (M-1,450; $4.40). 


° | 
Brian and Dennie 


Playwrights’ | 


for Him- | 


up nice estimated $11,000 | 


$3,000; may improve. 


‘It Happens On Ice,’ (8th week) 
$2.75). Both house and 
show making money with rink re- 


| vue; weekend business big especially 
| Sunday; 
| $30,000. 


sagged last midweek; 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (11th 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). With bar- 
gain tickets attendance looks good, 
grosses mild; around $6,000; 
moves to Longacre after this week; 
next attraction here ‘Retreat to 
Pleasure.’ 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (55th 


week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Holdover 
comedy smash should easily _ gO 
through another season with little 


laugh show competition; over $18,- 


| 500; capacity. 


‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (27th 
| Actual gross 
leader; little affected by newer mu- 
| sicals and last week’s takings claimed 
| over $33,000 again. 

| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
|'Box (59th week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
| Another of last season’s comedies 
‘turning weekly profits aided by 
|scarcity of new laugh shows; over 
$14,000 again. 

| ‘Panama Hattie,” 46th St. (5th 
| week) (M-1,347; $4.40). ‘Pops all in 
| ticket demand and grosses only lim- 
|ited by house capacity; back to eight 
|performances last week when tak- 
lings were $32,500. 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ Playhouse 
| (CD-865; $3.30). Presented by John 
'Tuerk: written by Henry H. and 
|Marguerite Haper; opened Monday; 
drew adverse press. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (36th 
|week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Sunday 
nights have helped this run comedy; 
average grosses not large, but con- 
sistently profitable; claimed over 
| $8,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (ist 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). English 
drama first straight show click of 
season; following excellent press 
quickly jumped to capacity; quoted 
at $17,500 including paid preview. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (29st 
week (C-1,107; $1.10). Sundays have 
helped record stayer still playing 
‘last weeks’; passes seven year mark 
today (4); around $4,000, which 
means some profit. 

Revivyais 

‘Twelfth Night,” James (ist 

week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Not an 


| agency draw, but steady line at box- 
office with receipts going to big total 
|for Shakespeare; $22,000. 
| ‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (C-1,064; 
1$2.20). Final and eighth week; 
|weakest of the fall revival crop; 
| around $2,000; Sunday no help here. 
| ‘Charley’s Aunt,” Windsor (7th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.36). Eased off 
isomewhat last week, but earned 
| goodly profit with slightly better 
| than $12,000 last week; first show to 
| declare off of Sundays. 


} Added 
| ‘Mum’s the Word,’ Belmont (400; 


$3.30). Jimmy Savo’s one man show 
'which was tried out in summer 
;spots; Hiram Sherman m.c.; opens 


| Thursday (5). 

‘Ballet Russe,’ 5ist Street (War- 
iner’s Hollywood). Livest attraction 
house has had to date; excellent busi- 
| ness for dance presentations; around 
$30,000 last week; had been topping 
that mark. 
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Plays Out of Town 





HI-YA, GENTLEMEN | 


Hartford, Nov. 30. 





Musical comedy in two acts (1S scenes). i 
Book vy John Monks, Jr., Fred Finkle- | 
hoffe and Sid Silvers; music by Johnny 
Greei Ivrics b Harold Adamson; dances 
by Bobby Connolly; book staged by Edward 
Clarke Lilley; sets and costumes by Tom 
Lee: orchestra conducted by Johnry Green 
woiee direction and affaingements by Hugh 
Mart Gene DePaul and Pete King; 
orchestral arrangements by Russell Ben- 
nett. Hans Spialek and Don Walker: pro- 
duction presented by Alex A. Aarons and 
Robert G. Ritchie at the Bushnell Me- 
morial, Hartford, Nov. 20, '40; $5.50 top 

Cast: Alfred Kappeler, Erik Rhodes, Jane 
Kean, Betty Jane Smith, Ted Adair, Renee 
Torry, Ray MeDonald, Ella Logan, Chris- | 1st Cristof Child .Howard Sherman 
tina [.ind, Harry Stafford, Audrey Christie Sad Cristat Clie. 6s cess .Norman Clere 
Joe Kirk. Max Baer, Sid Silvers, Owen |; 3rd Cristof Child.......... Ifaldor de Pecker | 
Martin, George W. Smith, Mary Roche Mrs. Bernard t Nillson 
Frank Gagan, Leon Alton, Sid Salzer Summons Serve lie King 
James Cushman, Valerie Thon, 23 boys, 26 | Little Girl.. ' O'Shea 
girls Police Captain Harry Gribbon 

Offices AttenGamt. «.ccevecese Gordon Nelson | 
| TADORET 6 cd ccoteré-css cteees .Thomas Brown 

If the rumors are true that the | Conege Gir hates the Gent neath 
road is on a theatrical starvation ; Mrs. Clermont......... . -Blorence Hatt 
diet this divertissement might get NIEOE ces ecsersersies: Jac _— come 


by, but it’s hardly a filling bill of 


fare for Broadway. | 


Almost entire core of this revue is 
composed of people who hit the gold 
trail to the Coast. It’s a return to 
the Broadway field for many of 
them. Co-producer Alex A. Aarons 
returns to the legit fold for the first | 


time in several years, having spent | 


several years in the film center. 
Other co-producer, 
Ritchie, is former Metro exec and 
produced several top-notch pictures. 
Authors John Monks, Jr., Fred 
Finklehoffe (‘Brother Rat’) and Sid 
Silvers have had their celluloid 
moments, the former two as writers 
and the latter as writer-actor. Com- 
poser Johuny Green has written 


musical scores for films as well as | 


DELICATE STORY 


New Haven, Nov. 28. 


Comedy in two acts (six scenes) by ler- 
enc Molnar, with English text by Gilbert 
Miller; staged by Miller; settings, Ray- 

ond Sovey featuring Edna Hest pre- 
ented by Gilbert Miller and Vinton Freed- 
ley at the Shubert, New Haven, Nov. 2%, 
"40; $2.75 top, 

Mary Cristof...cee.  cebaesacaessmeee aene 
Mra. Lacroix. .cccccsoces .. Katherine Grey 
Oliver Odry...e..+. Thomas Beck 
TOPs cdcecacnssecedenewe Alfred Etcheverry 
i RRR CSR cosccces maton Neil 

POR. cccccccccececccesteceses Arnold Korif 
Mrs. Gol@..ceccccccccceces .May Collins 
BEORET CHIMIGE. cc ccccoceccasens Jay Fassett ! 
Piha cedasesenvens  cdeaness Norman Tokar | 





‘Delicate Story’ is exactly that. 
It’s a frail piece of stagecraft that 
carries little action, no message and 
a large cast of unimportant charac- 
ters, but one that gives forth a sus- 
tained charm that places it in the 
‘ranks of delightful, easy-going en- 


Robert. G. | tertainment pointed for sophisticated 


;audiences. It has a war background, 
but only as it touches upon the lives 
of small people in neutral Switzer- 
land, and the script is handled solely 
for amusement, with the grim angle 


|}of disrupted Europe being entirely 


| sidetracked. This levity of theme 
should contribute to its success. 
;Current hits among Broadway 


acted in them: dance director Bobby | Straight plays need have no fear of 


Connolly went to the Coast with a 
Broadway rep. Former heavyweight 
champ Max Baer, Erik Rhodes, Ella 
Logan and Betty Jane Smith have 
all been in pix. 

Max Baer should feel at home, for 
he suffers a technical kayo in his 
first legit advent. A supreme artist 
couldn’t do much better with the 
same material. Only apparent book 
is in the title, first act constituting a 
toothpick diet, while second picks 
up and puts some hamburger be- 
tween two slices of bread. Show 
will need extensive doctoring if it is 
to survive. 


There are some catchy tunes | 
lyriced by Harold Adamson and 
composed by Johnny Green. Songs 
that stand out are ‘Never a Dull 


Moment,’ ‘You're a Character,” ‘I'll 
Take the High Note,’ ‘I Heard You 


Were Lovely’ and ‘Some Things You | 


Can’t Learn in College.’ 

Footbal] twist of “Too Many Girls’ 
comes out as basketball in this. Max 
Baer does a lot of mugging, but little 
ef anything else. Sometimes silly 
in the ring, he’s uncomfortably silly 
here. His punch lines are ineffective 
and lost. His dancing in the ring is 
better than that which he does on 
the boards, though his strip-tease- 
bump number is plenty okay. His 
singing needn't be mentioned. Less 
should be said about his acting. His 
name is what sells, nothing more. 
He's pleasant, though, and gets by 
with the aud. 

Bulk of the comedy relief is car- 
ried by Sid Silvers. Vet actor- 
writer is perfectly at home on the 
boards. Is one of the bright mo- 
ments of the show and constitutes 
the major part of the comic depart- 


ment. Baer’s efforts in this respect 
fall flat. Ella Logan is spotted in 
this department too infrequently. 


What she does is effective, as is her | 


lusty singing. 


: : strongly resemblin ‘The Baker’s 
Show’s dancing department is | wife’ although said to have been | 

strong and has pace and tempo.| written long prior to that one. Simi- 
Hoofer Ray McDonald, with clear | jarity involves the angle of the | 
cut, rapid fire tapping, is the sole wife’s romance with the younger 


show-stopper. 


Astaire manner to good response 
Other terp standout is Valerie Thon 
with Betty Jane Smith also on 
hoof. Boys and girls go 
Some precision dancing effectively. 
Audrey Christie. 


Carries her 


den well, but isn’t strong enough ‘ . 

, Tes ging Pte lager oc >: | staging of the play. At all time 
Warbler Christina Lind does neatly | good 3 te ; “we ape me oa — i a 
with her vocal assignments of ro-| P05 so . tnocad that notin tiny ttre 
mantic ballads. Erik Rhodes has a ning in a mood that practically Liits 

f. the audience into what is transpiring 


bit as the petticoat chasing college 
prof, eventually turning out to be a 
role | 


G-Man. Filmer does okeh in 
he carries but is lost in the shuffle 


With even fair material, he could be 
Others who do all right are | : 
Jean King, Harry Stafford, Alfred | even to minor roles. 

| charm and credibility to the partof; ,..  » 
Mary Cristof, the ‘silly little shop- | ..°™e*%,™ 


a wow. 


Kappeler and Joe Kirk. 


Book has its locale at Bailey Col- | 
Concerns two bookies (Baer | 
and Silvers) who go to that institu- 
Boys, at 


lege. 


tion via forged diplomas. 


| 


Lad has plenty stage 
presence and personality. Ted Adair 
dances quite effectively in the Fred 


the 
through 


|being displaced by ‘Story,’ but it 
does contain appeal on a moderate 
scale. Lacking robust laughs, play 
'registered a constant stream of 
| chuckles at preem. 


Story concerns Mary  Cristof 
(Edna Best), wife of a dull Swiss 
delicatessen proprietor (Jay Fassett), 
who suddenly decides that she wants 
to do something for mankind by 
providing ‘happiness’ to young men 
who are about to b~ called to arms. 


OFF THE RECORD 


Princeton, No. 30. 

John Shubert presents three-act comedy 
by Parke Levy and Alan Lipsecott, with 
Bruce Cabot, Betty Furness, Hugh O'Con- 
nell, Mary Brian and Dennie Moore fea- 
tured. Staged by Anton Bundsman, with 
| settings by Lawrence L. Goldwasser and 
costumes by Blanca Stroock. Presented for 


— 


Inside Stuft—Legit 





Drama editors of the N. Y, Times and Post have been displaying a bit 
of whimsy lately in referring to Dwight Wiman’s forthcoming production 
of John Van Druten’s ‘Old Acquaintance.’ Show co-stars Jane Cowl and 


| Peggy Wood. Some time ago the Times referred to it as ‘the Peggy Wood 


show, with Jane Cowl.’ Several days later Wilella Waldorf, in her daily 
column in the Post, called it ‘the Jane Cowl show, with Peggy Wood? 


' Advance production chart published privately by Sam Zolotow, 
| drama reporter, lists Miss Wood's name first and Miss Cowl’s last 


, complete cast credits. 
Neither actress has taken any public notice of the matter, nor has the 
| Wiman office officially commented to either the Times or Post. 


| first time at McCarter, Princeton, Nov. 80, | 
40. $2.75 top. 
a eer eee. Betty Furness | 
| POT «ov 6b tet etvoceneeseunsens Tom Morrison 
Vari Teelers... _.., § Bruce Fernald 
ard Ties [rees 2 Burton Mallory 
OS a ere ..-.- Edward Hyans, Jr. | 
Nicky Allen....... errr rr ee | 
De. GOs. TOFGG..0 0 cesevccess Huch O'Connell 
| Judge Wilkins..... Joseph Sweeney 
oS E. .: ee -Richard S. Bishop 
| REWeGeD GO. Tle. .cccccseseees Dennie Moore | 
Maroare. Wiis .scccccccsocses Mary Brian | 
Warden Johnston......ccccsces Ben Roberts 
‘Dapper’ Bowers.......cecces William Foran 
eS eee -.-.- Joseph Mann 
¢ fe  eree Frank Tweede'l | 
eh OD nn sss deek aeons jen Roberts 
eo, 6 ee ee ee Jabez Gray | 


Reporters: Bruce ernald, Arthur Tell, 
| Burton Mallory, Hlelene H. Heigh. 
ge. ree ee Elmer Jerome 

ee, | rea Fugene Sigaloff 





| Broadway will have to look else- 
| where for that long-awaited comedy 
| smash than to Parke Levy and Alan | 
| Lipscott’s ‘Off the Record,’ which | 
made its bow at the McCarter here | 
,as John Shubert’s first solo producing 
|venture. Endowed with a cast of 
| Hollywood celebs who put up a/§ 
, brave fight to keep interest alive in 


pretty feeble stuff. 

Perhaps the chief fault lies in the 
idea behind the play. Taking a cor- 
rupt political machine and magnify- | 
ing its faults tenfold t6 provide a 
background for an endless string of 
quips, wisecracks and hoary jokes, 
the authors have only succeeded in 
concocting a three-act play which 
grows increasingly dull and _ less 
entertaining as the evening pro- 
| gresses. While it may be funny to 
| bring in a dead candidate for a first- 
act curtain punch line, the idea of 
parading him through three acts and 
six scenes, if not exactly gruesome, 
certainly does not enhance the 
comedy aspects. 

Although the ramifications of a 
corrupt political machine are no 
secret to the people, the lowly graft- 
| ers as depicted here are too much to 
| weaknésses that are necessary to 
-ereate genuine laughter. Each laugh | 
| brings’ a 








| Maurice Evans will host the 
| ‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James. 


response to the wisecrack | ~ 


Times 
in the 


A series of Sunday evening buffet suppers has been arranged by Frank 


Case at his Hotel Algonquin, N. Y., at the request of the Theatre W 
| the Allied War Relief Fund. First event of the kind starts next Sun 
(8), cost to be $2, of which $1.40 goes to the Fund for 


mobile cantonments to be donated 


initial supper. 


ing of 
day 
the purchase of 
Helen Hayes and 
They are co-starring in 


to Great Britain. 


Name of the Longacre building, landmark at the northeast corner of 42d 


and Broadway, nas been changed. 


specialize in pulp magazines. 


Building is operated by the Joe Leblang estate. 
the proceedings, ‘Record’ emerges as | Hillman company holds one of the mortgages, but agreement to rename 
| the structure was a provision in the 


It is now called the Hillman Publica- 
| tions building, offices of the outfit occupying the 12th floor. 


Publishers 
Understood that the 


office lease. 


Marc Connelly’s claim to being on the ‘all-American’ team as a teller 


Both are habitues of the 21 Club, 
invited. 


| of stories was challenged by Victor Hammer, who conducts an art gallery, 


where Milton Berle goes only when 


Management staged a dinner party so that the author and the 
painting seller could match their talents. 


According to those sitting in, 


Connelly was the winner, but Hammer is unconvinced and demands 


another chance. 





F. I. L. Lentz, a chorister in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ was honored by the stage- 


hands of the Winter Garden, N. Y. 
card, one corner encrusted with an 
Presentation was in appreciation 


Lad was presented with a solid gold 
enamel insignia ef IATSE. 
of Lentz giving a blood transfusion 


which saved the life of a ‘Hellz’ deckhand, who was operated on for 
appendicitis and then contracted pneumonia, 


Jimmy Savo’s one-man revue, ‘Mum's the Word,’ opening tomorrow 
(Thursday) night at the Belmont, N. Y., is being produced by Savo, Inc. 


The fact that this ‘happiness’ in- | itself ) th no relation to its part in | wooq. Play has a familiar ring, but 


volves physical contact doesn’t deter 
Mary, matronly mother of three 
| children, in her resolve, but matters 
become complicated when _ she 
actually falls in love with her first 
| subject even before any action takes 
place. The subject is youthful Oliver 
Odry (Thomas Beck), apparently at 


a low ebb because his number has 
|come up in the draft. 
| Mary misconstrues_ certain of 


| Odry’s remarks to indicate mutual 
|romance and she arranges a taxi 
|ride to further her plan. A crash 
| brings a police summons as a wit- 
| ness, but the dull husband gets the 
summons by mistake, and through 
;}it guesses at Mary’s ‘infidelity. A 


| showdown follows, and Mary agrees | 


|to send young Odry away, this last 
ito be in the presence of her husband. 
| Resulting conversation reveals that 
|Odry has been in love with a young 
girl of the neighborhood all the time, 
and his despondency was due to her 
turning him down and not to his 
|draft call. Meanwhile, the gir] had 


accepted him, they were married and 
| the lad tried to tell all this to Mary, 
| who was continually throwing her- | 
Play ends with Mary 
| back in stride at running their deli- | 
|catessen and her stolid husband none | 


iself at him. 


| the plot. The authors have given Joe 
| Miller’s joke book a thorough going 
| over and sprinkled its contents with 
| thoughtless abandon throughout the 
| play. 

| For a few fleeting moments in the | 
|first act there is a suggestion of | 
| something worthwhile in the making, 
| but the second and third acts are as | 
dead as the candidate himself. 

| Governor John Upjohn, a favorite 
json of the deep south, candidate for 
|U. S. Senate and a ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’ for the machine _ bosses, 
| passes out cold for the last time after 
| a drinking orgy in a floozie’s flat, just 
as his campaign manager has broad- 
cast a record of a previous spiel to 
cover up his delinquency. 

The bigwigs must carry the 
election two days hence and, dead or 
| not dead, put Upjohn in the Senate | 
|to safeguard a $5,000,000 appropria- | 
|tion which they need to cover up a| 
| shortage facing exposure in a pend- | 
ling investigation. Nicky Allen, the | 
governor’s manager, overlooks the 
| corruption of the bosses and sticks it 
lout to satisfy Upjohn’s ambition to 





} 


ling memorial. From then on it’s a 
question of concealing the body from 


\the wiser that the romantic interlude | the press and the opposition as the 


|was originally her idea and 
| young Odry’s, as he supposed. 


to the situation. 


-| comedy. 


cent in the spirit of the play. 


; On 


stage, 
;sen setting 
| realism. 


|of forbidden 
| quite slip off the edge. 


not | chieftains continue to send over the 


Play has a number of sequences 


|man and the dull husband’s reaction 
Several conversa- | obscurity of his post to the governor- 
tions are in the mood of the screen 
The Molnar script has been 
» | given excellent adaptation by Miller 
with smooth flowing dialog 100 per- 
Many 
Trying hard in the femme lead is = ne Wines Siepay & subtie humor 


bur iat represents clever writing. Miller 
ui@= 


has carried this same angle into hi: 
Also in keeping with the 


production is the first-rate delicates- 
that’s a standout for 


Performances are uniformly good, 


keeper’ whose foot rests on the brink 
romance, but doesn’t | 
As her dolt- 


|air recordings of the late candidate’s 


| those 


| distributed 


build a children’s hospital as a last- | 


| speeches. 


| Bruce Cabot, as Nicky, gives a cut 
and dried performance in a Holly- 
| wood conception of a campaign man- 
ager. Hugh O’Connell’s talents are 
| wasted as he enacts a health com- 
missioner who prefers the happy 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


rate 
her 


ship. Mary Brian, as a ‘cut 
Scarlett O’Hara’ who carries on 
nefarious lobbying on behalf of a 
crooked uncle, and Betty Furness, as 
Nicky’s sweetheart who prefers a 
Jackson Heights cottage to dirty 


- | politics, try in vain to save a hope- 


less play. Dennie Moore, as Upjohn’s 
sweetie, overacts a theatrical role 
Anton Bundsman’s staging is weak 
and poorly timed. Two of the second 
act’s three scenes could be entirely 
| eliminated to play’s advantage. 
Rosen. 


ABOUT TOMORROW 


Santa Barbara, Cal., Nov. 29. 
three acts (three 
Seaton starring and directed by 
Frank Craven; setting by Kate Drain Law- 
son based on an idea of Willlfam Cameron 
Menzies; presented by Associated Produc- 


Miss Best gives 


eorge 


jits enactment by Craven and a 
|competent cast bring it into the 
isphere of good theatre. What echo- 


ing of other plays or pictures may 
resound through the living room of 
the Griggs’ dissolves with the un- 
foldment. It might even be called a 


‘lap dissolve,’ what with the players | 


seated through most of the action 
and the production aegis credited to 
cinema worthies, Harry Joe 
Brown and Ralph Murphy. 

After two break-in performances 
here, ‘Tomorrow’ goes to Frisco for 


a brief tenure at the Geary and then | 


treks cross country, non-stop, smack 


on to Broadway. The fates will have | 


to be kind and Craven’s legion will 
have to remain loyal. The piece *just 
isn’t pitched for big coin, nor will it 


creak with age before it is retired. | 


Best to sum it up as a modest little 
family comedy, pleasantly performed 
and greatly benefited by the expert 
direction of Craven. It is not 
Craven's play by any manner or 
means. The lines are pretty evenly 
among Sally Eilers, 
Leona Roberts, Emmett Vogan, 
Elisha Cook and J. M. Kerrigan. In 
fact, after the first act, in which he is 
not particularly active, Craven ap- 
pears only as the shell of a man afer 


take. They lack any of the human | Comedian is not a backer, stockholder, officer or director of the corpo- 
| ration. His wife, Mrs. Lina Savo, is president and active head of Savo, Inc, 


tion in hand and settles the whole 
business 

Plans and ambitions shall not be 
interrupted by passing of the master. 
As for her, they'll never look across 
the dining table with pity and scorn, 
blame her for the frustration of their 
lives. No sir, she'll get a job as house 
imother at the college and be self- 
| supporting. That seems to set well 
| with the brood and Sam is beaming 
with happiness. He is now ready and 
;} contented to go to his reward. Arm 
|} in arm, Sam and Ben jauntily swing 
| out of the room chanting an old Irish 
folk song, bringing down the curtain 
on a sugary and neatly wrapped-up 
finish. 


It all makes for a pleasant evening 
jin the theatre and its only sock is 
in the simplicity of the tale simply 
told. The reality of the mother’s 
down-to-earth talk with her chil- 
|dren after the breadwinner passes 
will strike too close to home for 
many. It may have to be tempered 
so as not to offend the sensitive 
Helm. 





Posen vs. U 


L_____ Continued from page 5 


Rogers, Samuel Spring, Willie H. 
Taylor, Jr., R. H. Cochrane and Uni- 
versal Corp., Big-U Film Exchange, 
Inc., Standard Capital Corp. and Uni- 
versal Pictures Co., by their appro- 
priate officers and directors. 








life has departed. Miss Eilers, as the | 
love-smitten daughter, give: a well- 
turned performance, notabl) ‘ree of 
mugging, an old pic'ure trick which 
'she has smartly discarded. The 
|mother role of Miss Roberts and 
| Elisha Cook’s delineation of the 
| headstrong young artist are stand- 
outs. The kid makes you love him 


and hate him by turns. 


‘Tomorrow’ is subtitled ‘a play of | 
today’ and the apparent paradox isn’t | 


is confusing as it might sound. It’s a 
plain story of a family, Sam and 
Amy Griggs (Craven and Miss | 
Roberts) and their brood, daughter 


Jenifer (Miss Eilers) and sons David 


| (Vogan) and Jimmy (Cook). What 
happens in most American families 
happens to the Griggs’. There’s 
youthful Jimmy, who has won an 
award to paint a mural in South 
| America; Jenifer, a librarian, who’s 


| going to 


scenes) by | 


marry a prof, and David, 
the practical one. All have ambitions, 


of a sort, which crash to earth when | 


Sam Griggs gets his summons to the 
Elysian fields beyond. The big prob- 
lem is, what’s going to happen to 
mother? Jimmy gives up his dab- 
bling in painting for a more re- 
munerative vocation: Jenifer chucks 
her romance to stick to her library 


job, and David decides to forego the | 


new home he is planning. 

Sam Griggs is called, but he’s not 
one to go and leave the family in 
such a state of unhappiness. His 
shadowy presence hovers over the 
family dilemma. Back on earth to 


| lead his son across the border is the 


q = tiona Nov, 29. '40, a ober: eatre, Santi 
the direction of their racketeer boss, | ish husband, Jay Fassett fits well, | parbara; $2.65 top. eaesie nopnagdeeame 
set up a phony bookie joint that | but requires a better grasp on his Sam Griggs. ......eeeeseeeees Frank Craven 
eventually involves everybody, in- | lines; he reac*2d for too many at je Patios athe ss kee ks woe ’ - Sal ¥ Ellers | 
cluding the dean. Their purpose.is | the preem. Thomas Beck registers | py," ttt tt bts og 
to have the students invest their al-| 48 young Odry, there being some | payia...1.222155| Emmett Vogan 
lowances on phony tips. Leads to a| question, however, as to whether |Jimmy......00000... 5 ae Elisha Cook 
couple of comic situations and lays | this role should be played less mood- | Nurse... --....... +... ++. eo Decehasnee | 
the framework of the musical in a{ily. Norman Tokar draws some | j,,00% U@K@Pecscrecessccees Tt ket 
college background. Thus leaves | amusing lines as the store-boy, and | reverend. ."Gectge Labeer | 
the way open for a couple of col-| Harry Gribbon, ex-comic of the | The Doctor......... sosee-+-Earle $, Dewey 


lege romances. 

Abrupt vulgarity of the 
could be soothed and made more 
subtle. 
way, it may be entirely different 
from what was presented bere. i 

ck, 





If this show reaches Broad- | 


Mack Sennett troupe, heads one of | 
show | the cleverest comedy scenes done 


| here in some time. 
Paramount has taken 
|rights to ‘Story’: with 
padding, it should do fairly well a 
i screen fodder. Bone. 


on 


picture 
considerable 





Death takes a gentle ribbing in 
| George Seaton’s family farce, which, 
if it accomplishes no other purpose, 


brings the smiling Irishman, Frank 
Craven, back to the stage after a 
long time hibernating in Holly- 


| Kerrigan). 


| 


reincarnate of Ben Griggs (J. M. 
The repartee between 
the two, bristling with Ceitice wit, is 
the play’s highlight. Mother is wait- 


| ing, he tells Craven, and despite all 


prodding Craven decides to remain 
in this vale of tears until happiness 
has settled over the Griggs’ house- 
hold. Mother Griggs takes the situa- 


The court denied only those items 
which it found had already been an- 
swered by Universal in its answer 
Questions to be answered by the de- 


fendants cover Universal's history 
from 1930 to date. Some of the im- 
portant ones are the knowledge of 
the defendants as to Universal’ 


losses from 1930-1935, the inability of 
some of the individual defendants to 


pay the $4,500,000 purc e price for 


ha 
Universal, the attempt to 1 ise the 
necesssary money through Eastman 
| Kodak and Western Electric, the 1s- 


suance of common stock by Univer- 
sal April 2, 1936, the present finan- 
cial interests of the defendants in 
Universal, the income earned and 
disbursements made by Universal 
since its formation, monies advanced 
to Big-U by the parent company, all 
settlements of personal obligations 
| by the defendants, Capital, Cowdin, 
Charles R. Rogers, Arthur Rank, 
which were paid out of Universal 
funds or by employment contracts 
with Universal. Also the terms of 
the contract settlements with Coch- 
rane and Rogers, and the defendants 
knowledge as to the alleged con- 
spiracy and the domination of Unl- 
versal by Cowdin. 

Posen claims waste and misman- 
agement in his action, which charges 
a loss of millions to stockholders. He 
seeks the removal of Cowdin, whom 
he blames for most of the company § 
| troubles, 
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Plays on Broadway 





Romantic Mr. Dickens 


three acts, five scenes. by 
H. H. and Marguerite Harper. Produced 
py John Tuerk at the Playhouse, N. Y., 
A » '40. Features Robert Keith. Staged 
thur Sircum, settings by W atson Bar- 
Oy, A ene by Ernest Schraps; $3.30 top. 
Martha ep eadeseee sib wene ka Emily Lorraine 
Do Spenlow (ater Dora Winter)...... 
mo Gertrude Flynn 
....Mary Heberden 


Comedy in 


Marianne Leigh.....---- 


Henry Kolle. -.-+++s weeee las ee scholarship and go on toward realiz- 
= ee wen cceee Lackiand Campbell ing his destiny, it is irresistibly mov- 
Mr. Spenlow...........»-Marshall Bradford|ing. The author's obvious gratitude | 
Bre. Chartes Dickens, ...-- ie am’ |for the inspiration of his own rise | 
Geetgine ee the Vicat....-.Reland Hogue | from his surroundings wells up and 
Raroness Burdett-Coutts...... Thais Lawton|comes eloquently to life in those} 
LS PTO RS .....Marita Svlva | moments. 


Cathieen Cordell 


Gir : 
Lady-of-the-Evening...... 
) Diana Barrymore 


Caroline Bronson......... 


Colonel PhippsS....-s..eeeeeeeenes Tom Bate 
Gevernun ee, 5 BA res Anm Drury 
Lackey...ccccccccsecescsees Alan Raymond 





This is a wholly unsuccessful at- 
tempt to make a play of the revolt 
of middle-age against the passing of 
the romantic years. For the purpose | 
of their theme the authors have 
dragged forth Charles Dickens as the 
philanderer, declaring that unpub- 
lished love letters of the British nov- 
elist supply the basis of their story. 
‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ is a very 
uneven piece of writing, suffering 
chiefly from lack of any skillful in- 
vention or refreshing treatment of a 
theme that is as old as a backdrop, 


Poverty, loneliness and hard strug- 
gle in his youth are the reasons set 
forth why Dickens never thrilled to 
young love when his heart was best 
attuned to its call. So in middle-age, 
after the success of ‘David Copper- 
field,’ he takes time off to do a bit 
of sparking. H. H. and Marguerite 
Harper, the authors, have handled 
the situation with great seriousness. 
Fact is, the theme is comedy, and 
demands treatment that is light and 
rich in understanding. After a fling 





to recapture his lost youth, Dickens 
resigns from the race and returns to 
his pen. 

Robert Keith strives through three 
acts and five scenes to make the 
Dickens character sympathetic and 
human. Theedramatists have made 
it too tough an assignment. Dickens’ 
wife is a shrew of the worst kind; 
his sister-in-law is just too sweet and 
cloying, and the other women char- 
acters are enough to drive any man 
to drink. 

The exception is a young actress 


whom Dickens sponsors and presents | 


in one of his plays. In her he finds 
a fleeting glimpse of the lost cause. 
In this part Diana Barrymore, 19- 


year-old daughter of John Barry- 
more and Michael Strange, makes 
her Broadway stage debut. She is 


a very attractive, dark-complexioned 
young woman, possessed of a fine 
speaking voice, poise and plenty of 
self-assurance. In her Victorian cos- 
tumes she is beautiful, moves around 
the stage with easy grace, and han- | 
dles herself as a richly equipped 
young person, thoroughly at home in 
the theatre, where three generations 
of kinfolk have preceded her. 

Other lead players are Gertrude | 





are completely overshadowed by a 
number of enormously effective 
scenes. For instance, the close of the 
first act, when the quixotic London 
spinster perceives a spark of talent 
in the crude young coal miner, is 
theatrically exciting. And, at, the 
end of the third act, when she per- 
suades her protege to turn his back 
on his origin, accept his Oxford 


Shumlin has clearly had a sym- 
pathetic appreciation of the play and 
has staged it with an admirable feel - 
ing for situation, mood and pace. 


This is particularly noticeable in the | 


emotional climax in the second act, 
the spinster’s dextrous handling of 
the pompous squire (whose colossal 


stupidity ‘sits on him like a halo’), | 


and through the mounting third act. 
Having an actor's instinct for the 


stage, Williams has given the cast | 


juicy parts. 
the best role she has had in several 
seasons, gives a gleaming perform- 
ance as the self-sacrificing, sanely- 
idealistic spinster. Her celebrated 
throatiness was missing opening 
night and she frequently gave the 


impression of forcing to make herself | 


heard, but her portrayal is illuminat- 
ing and believable. And, as always 
she is a compelling personality on 
the stage. Richard Waring looks a 
trifle on the ascetic side as the 
young miner (which Wililams played 


in London) and his mood transitions | 


occassionally lack smoothness, but 


° ms | 
he handles the emotional climaxes | 
ably and contrives somehow to grow | 


with the part. It is the best chance 
he has bad on Broadway so far, his 
last appearance having been in the 


shoddy role of Booth in last season's | 


| dire ‘Man Who Killed Lincoln.’ 
| Thelma Schnee, also getting her 
| first real Broadway break, has one of 
|the biggest and certainly one of the 
| Showiest character-ingenue parts in 
many seasons, as a trollop poisonous 
enough to rate with the brat in 
‘George Washington Slept Here.’ or 
the evil moppet in ‘Children’s Hour.’ 
Actress gives a superlative perform- 
|; ance in the role, which should estab- 
|lish her on Broadway and bring her 
a number of Hollywood bids. 

Rhys Williams is thoroughly con- 
|vincing as a dull but admirable 
Welshman; Mildred Dunnock fills 
| both the humorous and pathetic fa- 
|cets of the part of a maidenly village 
| spinster; Edmond Breon bullseyes as 
the smug squire, while Rosalind Ivan 
scores as a Salvation Army-saved 
| pickpocket and Sayre Crawley clicks 
as a village ancient on an educational 
(orgy. Howard Bay’s single setting 
is atmospheric and workmanlike. 

‘Corn’ is virtually a sure prospect 
for pictures, several Hollywood com- 
panies already reportedly angling for 
the rights. Hobe. 


| 


FLEDGLING 


Flynn, Mary Heberden, Lawrence Drama in three acts presented at the 
Fletcher and Elwyne Harvey. Play! nudson, N. Y Nov. 27, °40. by Otis 
was staged by Arthur Sircom in set- | “hatfleld-Taylor; written by Eleanor Car 
¥ roll Chilton and Philip Lewis taged \ 
tings by Watson Barratt. He Bw - Se hs ay ng By R ian od 
Piece has no chance for popular! whort: $3.30 top. eine 
suecess and very little merit for | Grace Linton as! Norma Chambers 
ims Flin. Andrew Linton...... , Frederick Bradlee 
films. Barbara Linton.......... iy Sylvia Weld 
. teenie Rate LAMION. ccccccce .Ralph Morgan 
POM: POPMON: ccc cebbcedssscace Walter Coy 
THE CORN IS GREEN | Steita Berrici Lora Baxter 
<enneth Brede.......... John H radt 
Drama in three acts (five scenes), by Bartholomew ...cccodecse Harry Hanlon 
Emlyn Williams Directed by Herman | Miss Harper........... Margaret ¢ ford 
Shumlin, with settings by Howard Bay, Richard Dennis..... rom Powers 
ostumes by Ernest Schrapps Stars Ethel —_ - 

Barrymore, Presented by Herman Shum- Jiverge . : ~ . . os 
; I igious concepts and a 

lin, at National, N. Y., Nov. 26, '40; $3.30 Divergent religious c es 


top ($4.40 opening) 
John Goronwy Jones 


Rhys Williams 
Miss Ronberry 


Mildréd Dunnock 


mercy murder are not successfully 
distilled in this new play, whose 
characters are uninteresting and un- 


dwal Mo ‘harles §. Pursel : ‘ oes 
Idwal Morris..... Charles S. Pursell | attractive. In essence, ‘Fledgling’ is 
Sarah Pugh....... (jwyneth Hughes . 
rs Sea a ene tana ‘George Bleasdale | @ trouble play ending in tragedy, a 
The Squire........ .....-Edmond Breon | type of show with small chance to 
Mrs. Watty..., Rosalind Ivan | attract playgoers. 
ess fe TY ¥; F ee | ‘Oo ae ad ; 
weg Fh Snag athe eg «Ps hnee| ‘Follow the Furies,’ the novel by 
Robbart Robbnate} ‘Thomas Lyons Eleanor Carroll Chilton upon which 
Morgan Evans : Richard Waring | the drama is based, may present 
Glyn Thomas.... - Kenneth Clarke | some argument supporting conten- 
John Owen.... Merritt O' Duel tions of characters r} are e1ts ced 
Will Hughes Terence Morgan Ons O _ charac ers wno are supposea 
Old Tom. . : -Savre Crawley | to be Godless, but in the stage ver- 
Boys, girls and 4 Julia Knox, |} sion that is not at all convincing 
\mella Romano, Betty Conibear, Rosalind Whatever edge there is on the re- 
Carter, Harda Norm Joseph McInerney, ligiot nd ‘learly oes t { 
Marcel Dili, Gwilyn William fommy Dix BIOUS ent clearly g0es A ages 

church. Book, too, may supply 
7 i more logical, if bitter, reason for a 

With only musicals and a couple of | daughter slaying her mother by 
revivals successful on Broadway this | placing lethal drops in the ailing 
season, it had begun to seem as if! woman’s medicine. 
all the good new straight shows had! In performance it seems cold- 
gone into hiding. But the arrival of | blooded. When the girl, Barbara 


‘The Corn Is Green’ last week adds 
real distinction to the Broadway sea- | 
son—at last. The Emlyn Williams | 
drama ran and ran in London until | 
the blitzkrieg blacked it out and now | 
repeats its click in New York, stir- | 
ring the first-nighters to a rousing | 
Ovation. It is a solid smash. 
_ There is ample credit for everyone | 
Involved. Basing his play on his own | 


Linton, later expresses horror at the 
thought of sleeping in the mother’s 
bedroom, it hardly jibes with her 
precepts, for the Lintons are assert- 
edly infidels. Side issue of the 
novelist father, Hugh, having car- 
ried on an affair with his woman 


| publisher for 15 years, seems strange 


amid the compact little Linton home 
in Connecticut. 


Miss Barrymore, with | 


woman just previously, breaks the 
news to Hugh that she wants to see 
a priest. It is also declared tnat she 
had returned to the church a year 
before. That is surprising to the 
writer-father, but is not the dramatic 
|; moment expected. Months after the 
| mother’s passing, Hugh has a week- 
}end party which proves quite trying 
| On the guests and the audience with 
| the entrance of Barbara, who has 
|been living in New York. After 
| putting everyone on edge, the dis- 
| traught girl, who refuses to wed her 
| Catholic fiance, herself takes poison. 
| Still the agnostic, her farewell mes- 
Sage 1s: ‘Here’s to light in the dark 
places ‘her father’s favorite phrase) 
and to God, if there is one.’ 

If nothing else, ‘Fledgling’ is an 
| Opportunity for Sylvia Weld, young 
actress playing her first leading part 
on Broadway. Miss Weld becomes 
the real lead, dominant in the third 
act. Her Barbara is portrayed with 
definiteness. giving the 
that she has a message that a drab 
life is the harvest of the unbeliever. 
| Play brings Ralph Morgan back 
|to the stage after-an extended stay 
in Hollywood. His role of the father, 
author of best sellers, seems too 
repressed: yet that part could not be 
| Scintillating. There are attempts at 
comedy. a brash speaking writer 
being played only to mild results by 
John Hovysradt, who did his bit to 
liven ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ Jast season; also a_ tip-toeing 
nurse. handled by Margaret Gifford. 
Tom Powers has a medium assign- 
ment as the voung Jesuit: Lora Bax- 
ter as the other woman, Walter Coy 
as the fiance, and Norma Chambers 
as the mother. ditto. Ibee. 








Sunday Legits 
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ner,’ Music Box, and ‘George Wash- 
|ington Slept Here,” Lyceum. Both 
played on the ‘Sabbath debut,’ but 
skipped last Sunday. Explanation 
given was that no tickets had been 
ordered and that there was con- 


impression | 
P }a performance, with only a couple of | 








Continued 





of rehearsals. This gave vise to re- 
ports which have since been disered- 


financial difficulties. 

An official of the company pointed 
out that the advance subscription had 
been pouring in to the tune of $750,- 
000, while the Met received a clear 
$150,000 from NBC for the broadcast- 
ing rights, giving the company a sur- 
plus of approximately $900,000 to 
work on. Overhead has been cut to 
the bone, as the days of great vocal- 
ists are gone, and the salaries of 
| Caruso and Chaliapin ranging from 
| $2,500-$3,000 a night are no more. 
|Top salary at the house now is $1,000 





singers such as Lily Pons and Kirsten 
Flagstad in that class. Average esti- 
mated cost of a Met production runs 


ance, as against San Francisco, which 
| using the same singers and paying 


jthem two to three times the.amount, 


costs $14,000. 
Top take at a Met performance is 





| With eight performances a week the 
|Met’s take is $100,000-$120.000 week- 
ly, or over a 20-week season, includ- 
ing four weeks on the road, approxi- 
mately $2,000,000, exclusive of the 
Hartford and Philadelphia 
ments on each Tuesday during the 
season. The house sells out about 
three times weekly, breaks even on 
about two others, and loses on the 
balance. On Sunday night, perform- 
ers, both orchestra and vocalists, do- 
nate their services, and at a $2 top 
for ‘scenes from opera,’ the take is 
about $2,500, all gravy. Over the en- 
tire season, all being well, the net 
loss runs about $100,060, an insignifi- 
cant sum in comparison to the tre- 


Met Opera Preems 


ited that the company again was in | 


from $12,000-$13.000 for a perform- 
| about $15,000 for a sellout at a $7 top. | 


engage- | 


| fusion 


mendous expenses and _ headaches 
connected with successful operation. 


making exchanges on the 
dark Monday. Whatever the mixup, 
four successive Sundays for both 


shows, rated the best among the| Met Preems Brilliantly 
straight plays offered on the Sab- | ‘. y saat 
But Singing Misfires 


bath, are now scheduled. Indicated | 

that the producer of the duo, Sam H. | New York’s most impressive mu- 
Harris, was prevailed upon to BIVE | sical event of the year, the opening 
Sundays a more thorough trial. | o¢ the Metropolitan Opera Co.’s an- 
Manager's office asserted that the nual season, got under way Monday 
first Sunday takings were slightly 

better than normal Monday nights. 


It assumed that some of the 
shows which are passing up Sundays 








|} 1914 of Giuseppe Verdi’s ‘Un Ballo 
| in Maschera,’ (‘The Masked Ball’). 
|From a boxoffice standpoint, from 


is 


at this time will be among those|a scenic standpoint, from a social | 


given when reaching a_ period of | standpoint — in fact, from every 
their runs where more money is/Standpoint but a vocal standpont, the 
needed to keep lighted. That was | Opening was a huge success, 

the principal argument presented to : ; 
Equity which resulted in the actors | Tan over $18,300, highest in Met his- 
association dropping the double pay | ‘°'Y for an opening. Society was 


| (2) with the first presentation since | 


Boxoffice receipts, with a $10 top, | 


requirement which had_= stymied 
Sundays. Some name players, said 
to prefer resting on Sundays, are 
expected to work then if it means 
prolonging the engagement. 

Sundays are definitely an experi- 
ment so far. Showmen generally be- 
lieve that no real test of the business 
possibilities on that day will be had 
until all the shows go on then. Nor 
have the matinee possibilities really 
been tried out. 

Theatre Staff Adjustments 

Some adjustment of Broadway le- 
git theatre staffs is required on ac- 
count of Sunday performances, front 
of the house being principally con- 
cerned. 


ployees have one day of rest, sim- 


ilar to the 24-hour period for ac- 
tors. House and company managers, 
treasurers and others are included, | 
that being a possible reason why 
/some showmen have not presented 
their shows on Sundays so far. 

Average theatre where straight 
plays are spotted has two people in 
the boxoffice and a third ticket seller 
must be used either on Sunday 01 
some other day. so that the regula! 
taff can have the mandatory day 
off. Where there are three or more 
on the b.o. staff there is usually no 
necessity to add to the staff. How- 
ever, at the 5lst Street (Warners 
Hollywood), where four ticket sell- 
ers are regularly engaged, an ad- 
ditional] assistant is used because of 
heavy weekend patronage. 

No additions to the backstage | 
crews have been necessary, except 
for heads of departments, because 


the stagehands union requires a lay- 
off of one day to aid unemployed 
members who fill in. 
same applies to musicians. 


New Coast Musical 


: "ay" p : | 
Welsh coal-mining background, ac-| Grace, the mother, is first seen | 
tor-author Williams has written a| with her arm ina sling. In the sec- | 
vyacere, meaty and skillful script.|ond act she is a wheelchair case. 


Herman Shumlin has given it a meri-_| 
torious production and directed it | 
sensitively and deftly. And the cast, | 
headed by Ethel Barrymore, plays it | 


| permitted 10 minutes a day in the 


drawing room. Her condition is de- 
scribed growing worse, an ex- 
panding paralysis that may possibly 


ac 
ao 


with genuine feeling, perception and | result in imbecility. Barbara puts 

expressive simplicity. liquid nicotine, used for rose cul- 
The play; is excellently constructed. ! ture, in her mother’s prescription 

with @ meitlesome first act a work- | resulting in quick death. 

manlike second and an uplifting Richard Dennis, a Jesult cousir 

third, A few inferior moments’ when summoned by the ailil\g 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. 
‘Americana Preferred’, a new mu- 
sical, sponsored by the Hollywood 
Theatre lliance, opens Christmas 
night at the Assistance League Play- 
house. 
ritten by Arthur V 
Dorcas Cochran, 
sic by Frank Churchill. 


Show was 


W 


State law requires that em- | 


Virtually the | 
. | Best of the singers was Stella An- 

after | 
| three years absence, to sing the Page. | 


with mu- | 


present from every page of the so- 
cial register, and the new scenery 
and costumes designed for the occa- 
sion glittered with regal splendor, 
but since all good things must come 
| to an end, the singers, generally sup- 
| posed to be the most important part 
iof the proceedings, fell down on their 
| jobs 

Jussi Bjoerling, considered the 
best tenor possessed by the Met, was 
| suffering from a severe cold. Much 
|of his singing was forced and brittle, 


| 


with top notes spreading, and his 
lovely lyric quality marred by a 
|brassy tone. In none of his three 


principal aries did he click, and his 


lsinging was most disappointing in} 
the famous quintet, ‘E’scherzo od e 
| follia.’ 

Zinka Milanov was miscast as 


Amelia, singing with a ponderous 
tone, far too weighty for the part. 
The soprano’s top ‘C’ in ‘Ma dall’ 
arrido,’ was more of a shriek than 
pure tone. 
redeemed themselves somewhat in 
ithe second act duet, ‘Ah qual soave, 
but lapsed again in the subsequent 


cenes 
Tibbett’s Substitute 
M interest was prevalent con- 
cerning the debut of Alexander 
Sved. Hungarian baritone, secured 


by the Met to replace the indisposed 
Lawrence Tibbett. Sved exhibited a 
powerful voice, sans quality, and 
marred by an excessive vibrato. 
received a terrific hand after 
the best known of the opera’s 
‘Eri tu,’ but while he should prove 
lan asset to the company, he hardly 
merits the advance notices he has 
received. 

Kirstin Thorborg sang her one 
aria, ‘Re dell’ Abisso,’ creditably, 
| without much life or feeling. The 
'entire performance lacked legato, 
|being spasmodic and jerky in pre- 
| sentation, and tending to bog down 
badly in spots. 


|dreva, returning tuo the Met 
|The coloratura sparked the entire 
|action, and her presence alone lent 
| life to a dull presentation. Her two 


larias, ‘Volta la terrea’ and ‘Sapper | 
vorreste,’ had a sparkle and a lift to 
them that was lacking in the singers 
Both 
| Norman Gordon and Nicholas Mos- 
{sona did well with their respective 


of the more important parts. 


bits as Samuel and Tom, respective- Mgt.: WM. KENT 
ly, while Ettore Penizza struggled 1776 B’way, New York 
manfully with a dead orchestra and 


Both she and Bjoerling | 


He | 
singing | 


ariac 





from page 3 





| hard-pressed principals, to get some 
| life in the proceedings. 


The new scenery designed by 
| Mstislav Dobujinski showed imagi- 
| nation, with the Royal Ballroom, the 
| Scene finale, being one of the finest 
the Met has produced. Costumes de- 
signed by Ladislas Czettel also were 
| tops, and hit the audience between 
| the eyes. 

Opening night is always a trying 
| situation, but the failure of ‘Ballo in 
| Maschera’ before to catch publie 
fancy with Caruso, et al.. would seem 
| to indicate that, despite the money 
|spent on this presentation, like its 
predecessor, it will soon vanish from 
| the regular repertoire. 





Tax Hike Hurts 


Continued from page 4 





| not reflect upped normal tax rate de- 
'ductions or excess profits writeoffs, 
;}and will not because fiscal year 
| began in 1939. However, U is main- 
| taining a realistic attitude on its 
| foreign business. Without attempt- 
|ing to revise its amortization tables 
|for the present, the company cur- 
;rently is deducting $10,000 weekly 
as special amortization reserve set 
up because of unsettled world mar- 
kets. Originally, Universal deducted 
$5,000 per week, then $8,000, and 
more recently $10,000, which weekly 
writcoff is retroactive to the start of 
the recently completed fiscal year. 

Loew’s only last month revised its 
amortization table of film costs for 
the second time since the European 
war started, reallocating such costs 
in the ratio of 75% to the domestic 
and 25% to foreign distribution. 
Company has been considering some 
| revision in its amortization setup for 
|several weeks because thought 
| deemed essential to reflect its earn- 
|ings for the fiscal year ended Aug. 
|31 last. With this decision, Loew’s 
will show amortization as being only 
25% in the foreign distribution field 
for the full fiscal year reecntly end- 
|ed, new table being applicable to all 
| Metro films released after Sept. 1, 
| 1939. start of new fiscal year. 
Company changed from 65-35% 
| basis on amortization of film costs 
| to 70% for domestic and 30% for 
foreign about a year ago. 


Yokel’s Headaches 








Alex Yokel had plenty of head- 
aches while preparing ‘Horse Fever,’ 
| which recently opened at the Mans- 
field, N. Y. He planned playing 
the comedy away from Broadway 
before premiere, but the Shuberts, 
principal backers of ‘Fever,’ nixed 
the idea. On several occasions he 
was unable to attend rehearsals be- 
cause of summons to Equity and the 
Dramatists Guild. Latter called the 
manager over disputes with two of 
the three authors. 


| Equity wanted to know why the 


show did not go outside the city for 
a tryout date, acting on complaint of 
lan actor in the show, but Equity was 
iclearly out of bounds in the matter. 
Cast filed claims for rehearsal pay 
| with Equity. Several players alleged 
contract irregularities, others that 
| they did not receive full pay from 


the opening date. 
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days of the fabulous foreign vocal that Miss Cary's voice ‘is the most 


giants. American singers who had , beautiful voice I have heard in the 

to pit themselves against the type of whole world. 

competition that then existed had to Two tenors of this period, Charles 

be good. Adams and William Candidus, had 
In those days there was no Sher- varied careers with the first named 

win-Williams’. Met auditions of the having a repertoire of some 40 


air, or sponsoring of inferior local‘ operas, and one of the first to intro- 


or radio talent by impresarios to, duce Wagner to the U. S. The year 
gain publicity Singers were ap- 1885 saw his farewell to opera, when 


parently too abundant and too great he sang in ‘Tannhauser’ under the 
vocally. for managers to be bothered baton of Dr Leopold Damrosch, 
with second raters, many of whom father of Walter. In 1909 at the age 
now clutter up the rosters of Ameri- of 66, he died. Candidus’ career was 
can opera companies. mostly in Europe, he having been 
It might be safe to say that some born ; = ergs eve a pein a 
of the singers appearing today in eramane hes gis ay 10se forte lay In 
jeading roles at the Met and other the German roles. 
Minnie 


opera companies throughout the Hauk, one of America’s 
country, could not have sung in the foremost singers, was born In MN. ¥- 
chorus of the same house 30 years in 1852. She was considered the 
ago. greatest Carmen of her time, and 

created the role of Juliet in Gou- 


Vocal standards having declined 60 
greatly since the world war I, it per- 
haps will be better to confine this 
memorandum to the 70-year period 
prior to that time, ending with the 
death of the greatest male singer of 
the 20th century, Enrico Caruso, in 


nod’s ‘Romeo et Juliet’ for America 
at the ace of 15, already a veteran 
of a year’s public appearances. Miss 
lauk became internationally famous 
within a short time, appearing in the 
company of Mario, Christina Nilsson, 
Patti, etc., and more than holding her 


1921 . , 
anes fown against her contemporaries. 

‘ An ! rican? : = “ ‘ 
; uate an mat ; She created Carmen for the Americas 
In listing the various American jj, 137g Her repertoire was large, 


singers of the past, certain artists je dramatic ability standout, and 
will be omitted and certain others jer temperament as violent as that 
brought in as Americans, although | o¢ any Italian singer. Her only ap- 
some of the first named were born pnearances at the Met occurred in 
here, and others in the second class 1g99-91 when she sang in ‘Carmen’ 
did not arrive until infancy. It and ‘Africana’ at the close of her 
would be manifestly unfair to in-| career, even though in full possession | 
clude Alfred Piccaver as an Ameri- of her voice. and barely 40 vears of 
can singer for example, as he leit age. Death did not occur until 19297) 
these shores at an early age and his | 
entire career from 1907 to date has | Great Versatility 
been spent in Europe. On the other Emma Juch is the first of our 
hand it would be just as unfair to American singers to have been born 
exclude Adelina Patti from the 
ranks of American singers, since con- 
siderable doubt exists as to whether 
this singer was born here or in Italy. 
Some records show New Orleans as 
the birthplace of the prima donna, 


abroad. She was born in Vienna in 
1863 but arrived here in 1865. The 
soprano’s debut 1881 as Filina 
in ‘Mignon’ in London. She, like he: 
contemporaries, sang everything from | 
dramatic to coloratura roles with no 
others Italy. Certainly it is true that difficulty. Her voice was recorded 
if she was born in Italy, she arrived | jn 1904 by Victor, she being the first 
here no older than two years of age,| of the Singers in this list to have 
made her first public appearance at) Jeft a permanent impression in avail- 
seven and her official N. Y. debut in 


was 


in) 
Ve «Ae 


aii 


Ss 


~ able wax. Others were recorded in 
Lucia di Lammermoor in 1858 at the late 1880’s and 1890’s but re- 
the Academy of Music at 16. Patti’ cordings are not available. 
most certainly was an American Winks) cain ~werythi f , | 
Others in the same category are thus ge ga 8 re ung from ‘Car- 
‘nstuted men’ to ‘Lucia,’ and her figure of 


$5,000 plus per performance would 


(The first opera be produced in ~ 
The i t o] ; to be ¢ POUE 'n' equal $10,000 and up today. It is un- 
the U. S. was ‘The Beggar’s Opera, : ee : - 
Bork z fortunate that the only available 
performed by a company of English records of her voice were 2 ded 
. " a t 9 a > S NY 
singers in 1750 in N. Y. and for 75 in S608 when cen ene al er po 
1 } . “% e N as é | y « 
years thereafter, all opera given in weirs a : ‘ca - tn y h 
: ; . a ears oO age, 
the 13 colonies were in English, Ital- | ° = 7 Ts ores ren the 


smoothness of line and ease of sing- 
ing, as well as the matchless trill 
still confound present-day vocalists, 


ian opera not making an appearance 
until 1825.) 


First American singer to appear | 49 years her junior. Patti's death 
before the public here apparently was in 1818 
was Charlotte Cushman, who made ae a a 
her historic debut April 8, 1835, as Other first-rate American singers 


in the 1870-1880 period were Helene 
Hastreiter, Marie Litta, Julia Gay- 
lord, “Josephine Yorke, Fredrick 
Packard, Louise Dotti, Kate Rolla, 
Larura Harris-Zagury, Lelie Lauri, 
and Marie Engel. 


the Countess in ‘Le Nozze di Figaro,’ 
in an English company 
in Boston. In this same period came 
several others, well known in their 
day, but just unknown names to the 
present generation, their fame al- 


presentation 


ready covered by the eons of dust The next of the standout singers 
of time. Among these were Julia’ was Emma Abbott. born in 1850 in 
Wheatley, whose debut occurred also! ¢ hicago, and making her operatic 
in 1835 in Rossini’s ‘Edoardo e Chris-| debut in 1877 in ‘Daughter of the 
tina,’ Eliza Biscaccianti, whose debut Regiment.’ Miss Abbott like her 
was in 1847 as Adina in ‘Sonnambula’ contemporaries sang virtually every- 
at the Astor Place Opera House, thing. but her career was cut short 
N. Y., Juliana May, Lucy Estcott. ; 3] ae 


at its zenith as the result of pneu- 


Adelaide Phillipps, Matilde Phillips . : : 
Pps, le Phillips, | monia contracted in Salt Lake City 


Elise Hensler, Cora de Wilhorst, Isa- 


bella Hinckley, Jennie Van Zandt,|'",)%2': Among some of the others 
Genevieve Ward, Virginia Whiting, mtd ae Page —— 
Kate Duckworth, and Carolina Rich. | (7 OUS20ut this period were Harriett 
inoe Many others less famous in Holman Annie Montague, Charlotte 
their day made debuts. but ap- Walker, Kate Bensberg, Helen Camp- 
parentl; from available record bell Jessie Bartlett Davis, Clara 
failed to gain much of a foothold. Poole, Laura Moore, Bertha Pierson, 
Ioaili > ’ la ~< ; 7% an 

Early Recognition au . = yon sag — Mac- 

Then for the first time a great ee ere ccApp ae : . 

American prima donna appeared a is Atting to note at this point 
This was Clara Louise Kellogg, born ony accept drow ->ad odin searbuas 


in South Carolina in July, 1842. Miss aoenregts and PaLcs, have always 
Kellogg's debut was as Gilda in wuna it SAV siesenr ee to Lilallanize their 
‘Rigoletto’ in 1861 in N. Y. The so- | [4™®S occasiagally The practice 
prano created the role of Margarite has continued to this day, although 
in Faust for the U. S. appearing in of late, with opportunities for ap- 
the role in 1863 in N. Y. To the end | Pearances abroad less and less, most 
of her career in 1887 she continued Americans have kept their home- 
to rank with the topnotch stars of ‘OWN names. 
the day, being one of the few rea] kuown ones of the present day are 
rivals that Patti encountered. Riccardo Martin 
Throughout Europe she was recog-| Lillian Nordica (Lillian Norton), 
nized as a great songstress. Her Edoardo di Giovanni (Edward John- 
death occurred in 1916. |son), Carlo Hackett (Charles Hack- 


Annie Louise Cary, America’s first | ®tt), Richard Bonelli (Richard Bonn), | 


great mezzo soprano, was born in Franca Somigei (Marion Clarke), ete. 
Maine in .1842 and sang first in|- Early Yanks at Met 

Copenhagen in 1867 as Azucena in| 
‘Trovatore.’ Her most notable! The Metropolitan Opera Co. erect- 
achievement was the creation 
Ameriea of Amneris in Verdi’s ‘Aida’ in 1883. First American to sing at 
in its first performance in the U. S.' America’s operatic citadel was Al- 
in 1873 with Campanini as Radames wina Valleria, who appeared in the 
and Maure] as Amonasro. Anton Met's first presentations of ‘Trova- 
Rubenstein who attended one of her tore,’ ‘Mignon,’ and ‘Carmen.’ The 
concerts is declared to have stated singer was born in Baltimore in 1848, 


+ 


Some of the better-| 


(Richard Martin), 


for | ed its house and opened its doors, 


| making her debut 
| Chamounix.’ 
ratura, and vied for favoritism with 
such international favorites as Cam- 
panini, Del Puente, Kaschman, Tre- 
belli, Nilsson, Scalchi, Copauli, ete. 


Miss Valleria retired in 1886, dying | 


at Nice in 1925 
Zelie De Lussan is Brooklyn's first 
great entry to the hall of fame, hav- 


ing been born there in 1863. She} 
probably sang in ‘Carmen’ more 
often than any other singer at any 
time. and was ranked among the 


greatest ever heard here in the role. 
Incidentally, Jean De Reszke sang 
his first Don Jose opposite De Lussan 
The singer recorded for Victor in 
1903, and her records have 
been matched for brilliance. Miss 
De Lussan was equally great in other 
roles, and from 1885, the year of her 


debut, to 1910, when she retired, she 


at 19 in ‘Lind di} 
She was a lyric colo-| 


seldom | 


continued among the top-notch vo-| 
calists of her period. She is still 
living. 

Emma Albani, who introduced 
Desdemona in Verdi's ‘Otello’ to 
America, was considered by the 


English to be the greatest dramatic 
soprano of her generation. Born in 
1852 the soprano, another of those 
miracles with a three-octave range 
and limpid flexibility, sang every- 
thing from contralto to coloratura 
roles with the same effortless ease. 
For 14 years from her debut at Co- 
vent Garden, London, in 1872 to 1886, 
she was tops to Londoners. Her fare- 


| well was in ‘Huguenots’ in 1896. She 


died in 1930. 

The first of our singers to be active 
as Short a time as a quarter century 
ago, was Lillian Nordica, or Norton, 
born in Maine in 1857. The American 


soprano’s career stretched from the) 
| J. A. Keller. 
| lambasted for laughs in ‘Let’s Take a 


continents of the world from 1877 to 
the year of her death in 1914, at 
which time she was still singing as 
well as ever, as her Columbia re- 
cordings prove. Miss Nordica was 
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8d Annual ‘Financial Follies’ 
nearly 1,009 finan- 
officials, indus- 


| Attended by 
| ciers, government 
trialists, film and radio executives, 
including Wendell L. Willkie, 
third annual ‘Financial Follies’ 
the N. Y. Financial Writers’ Assn. 
usual packed the Astor hotel main 
ballroom last Friday (29) night. List 
of guests read like a Who’s Who in 
the American business world, at- 
tendance topping any previous year’s 
show. 

Lampooning of Wall Street and the 
nation’s politico leaders was done in 
a series of skits and musical farces, 
enacted by members of the Financial 
Writers’ association. Whole show 
was staged and directed by George 
E Price, ex-musical comedy and 
vaudeville headliner, now a_ stock 
broker. He also put on the previous 
two annual shows, and he’s now a 


of 


as 


| fixture as producer of the ‘Financial 


Times, was stage manager. Lyrics | 
and sketches were by association | 
| members. 


| 


one of the hardest working singers | 


ever to appear before the public, be- 
ing satisfied with nothing but 
fection, and working 
phrase until it satisfied her. She 
also would sing coloratura roles one 
night and Wagnerian the next. Nor- 
dica joined the Met in 1890 after a 
sensational career abroad and was 


per- | 
days on a single | 


the Isolde in the first Wagnerian per- | 


of Tristan ever given 
the U. S. to be sung in German. 

Following this period the 
modern and better known Americans 
begin to appear. The following sing- 


formance in 


| As last year, 


Follies” Burton Crane, ex-Variery 
mugg in Japan, now with the N. Y. 


one of the funnier 
satires was by Wally Winmill (Gil- 
bert Busch) as news gossiper, aided 
by the commercial spieling of an- 
nouncer George Wanders. ‘Calling 
All: Partners,’ takeoff on ‘calling all 
cars,’ was a dig at the surplus of 
partners in brokerage houses pres- 
ently, with Todd Wright and Edward 
J. Condlon delivering the punch lines 
like vet troupers, which they are not. 
‘Cobina and Brenda’ offstage voices 
were by William Orcutt and Thomas 
Election polls were 


Poll’ while the football game finale 
was dubbed a resume of the Nov. 5 
(election) contest, bringing in almost 
the full association membership. 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, Steve Early, 
Secretary Perkins and Flynn came in 
for ribbing in the latter. 

Among the guests best known to 
show business were Stanton Griffis 


Bertrand H. Snell, Bruce Barton, 
| Kent Cooper, Marriner S. Eccles, 
| Floyd B. Odlum, Gene Tunney, C. V. 
Whitney, Niles Trammell, T. J. 
Mullen, E. V. Rickenbacker, Paul G. 
Garnett, Carl Byoir, Robert K. 
Christenberry, William Freiday, 
George B. Wellbaum, Robert Leh- 


more | 


ers-of merit were known from 1895 | 


Price had hopes of making the | 
\*‘Financial Follies’ a commercial re- 
vue, w*th refurbishing. It needs 


to 1920: ° 

Emma Eames, Marie Van Zandt, | 
Frances Saville, Edyth Walker, 
Marion Weed, Suzanne Strong, Su- 


zanne Adams, Bessie Abbott, David 
Bispham, Louise Homer, Olive Frem- 
stad, Maurice and Herman Devries, 


Robert Blass, Putnam Griswold, 
Clarence Whitehill, Allen Hinckley, 
Basil Ruysdael, William Hinshaw, 


Thomas Chambers, 
rath, Henri Scott, 
Edward Lankow, 
Louis D'Angelo, 
Mary Garden, 
Althouse, Orvil! Harrold, 
Hackett, Mario Chamlee, 
Murphy, Rafaelo Diaz, 


Reinald Werren- 
Arthur Middleton, 
William Gustafson, 
Geraldine Farrar, 
Riccardo Martin, Paul 


e 


George Mea- 


der, Ralph Errolle, George Hamlin, 
Francis Maclennan, Forrest LaMont, 
Charles Marshall, Herbert Wither- 
spoon, Eleanora de Cisneros, Flor- | 


ence Wickham, Alice Gentle, Kath- | 


leen Howard, Marion Telva, Jeanne 
Gordon, Sophie Braslau, Cyrena Van 


Gordon, Josephine Jacoby, Zoe Ful- 


ton, Jeska Schwartz, Henrietta 
Wakefield, Sybil Sanderson, Maude | 
Fay, Marcella Craft, Mrs. Charles | 
Cahier, Lucille Marce] Minnie Saltz- 
man-Stevens, Marcia Van Dresser 

Felice Lynne, Edith de Lys. Pauline 
Donalda, Harriet Henders, Yvonne 
de Treville, Alice Nielsen, Luisa 
Villiani, Marie Rappold, Louise Ed- 

rina, Bernice Di Pasquali, Mabel 

Garrison, Edith Mason. France Per- 

alta, Queena Mario, Florence Mac- 

beth, Jane Osborn Hannah, Lucy 

Gates, Lillian Blauvelt, Alma Gluck 

Anna Fitzu, Anne Case, May Peter- 
son, Florence Easton, and Rosa Pon- 
selle. 


| 





| Tibbett 


Continued from page ! 











|: 
an audience as he can 


; get for his 
| ‘comeback,’ 


Tibbett became vocally ill in May, 
after a terrific concert and opera 
season and was warned by his phy- 
siclans not to sing for months. He 
was reported to be able to sing 
vowels the same as ever, but was 
having difficulty with consonants 
Tibbett has been a member of the 
Met. since 1923, and is 44 years old. 
He is generally considered the great- 
est An 

duced tul 


male singe 


this cen 


erica iS pro- 
in y- 


Charles | 
Lambert | 


man, Ogden Reid, John H. Whitney 
and Eugene R. Black. 


plenty more to hit that groove. 


Speck May Square Turk Beef 

Possible rescinding of the police 
order to Hugo Speck, United Press 
and VARIETY correspondent in 
Istanbul, Turkey, that he leave the 
country by this week. was indicated 
by the UP office in New York 
terday (Tuesday). Speck, in 
munication with his home office, 
suggested the possibility that he 
|might be able to adjust the matter. 

Speck, along with Betty Hodgson, 
also an American and correspondent 
in Istanbul for the London News- 
Chronicle, were ordered last week to 
leave Turkey within seven days due 


yes- 


com- 


to articles they had written which 
the Turkish government considered 
| objectionable. In the event that 


Speck was unable to adjust the situa- 


tion, it was indicated he would go 
possibly to Bulgaria, or one of the | 
other countries adjacent to Turkey. | 

N. Y. Trib’s $100,000 Libel Suit 

The N. Y. Herald Tribune filed a 
$100,000 suit in N. Y. federal court 
Monday (2) against Otis & Co., deal- 
ers in investments and _ securities, 
seeking damages for alleged  in- 
fringment of its editorial masthead 
and an editorial. 

The defendant is accused of hav- 
ing reproduced the masthead of the 


Sept. 7 issue with the editorial called. 
| ‘Saying It With Smears,’ and mailed 
| it to numerous people. 





Vreeland’s New idea 

|. First four Hollywood pictures to 
| be converted into three-act plays for 
amateur theatre use under a new 
setup established by Frank Vreeland 
came off the press last week. They 
;are ‘Joy of Living’ and ‘She's Got 
| Everything,’ both RKO, and ‘June 
| 13’ and ‘Easy Living,’ both Para- 
;mount. Scheduled to roll shortly are 
| ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) and 
|‘The Young in Heart’ (Selznick) 

Dramatizations were prepared by 
| Vreeland, associated with films and 
|legit in various capacities over a 
long number of years. They are pub- 
lished by Longmans Green & Co.., 
N. 
purpose a 
} ‘Longmans 


nor 


bifys 


new 
Four 


department 
Star 


tabbed 
Hollywood 


the | 


Y., which has established for the | 


Plays.’ Future dramatizations al] wi! 

{be under supervision of Vreeland. 
although he may not do them him.- 
self. 


Copies of the dramatizations se}| 
| for 75e and royalty charge for pro- 
| ducing them is a flat $25 per per- 
|formance. Film studios, authors, 
| Vreeland and the publishers share 
{the proceeds. Original screen stories 


are being used for conversion ty 
|plays as far as possible, although 
novels and short stories made into 


pictures also may be used later. 

Start of the new scheme by Vree- 
land and Longmans has caused 4g 
scurrying around by opposition pub- 
ilishers to duplicate _ it. 
French, leading pubs in making 
available plays for amateurs, is at- 
tempting to line up pictures now, al- 
i though Vreeland has succeeded in 
getting exclusive deals with severa! 
studios. 


Samuel 





Boswellian Virility (?) 

U. S. travelers to South America. 
anxious to lay hands on a panei 
they can read, never fail to get a 
surprise or a laugh out of the head- 
lines in the. Buenos Aires Herald, 
largest English-language daily in the 
southern hemisphere. With a big 
British population to cater to, daily’s 
tendency leans toward what it thinks 
is typical American slang. 

Topper recently was ‘Wop Rodeo’ 
on a story of a roundup of Italians 
in Britain. ‘Costly Fluff’ captioned 
a page one yarn about a fur show. 
‘Imperial Virility’ told of the sinking 
of an Italian ship. ‘Nazis Drop in 
for Tea’ was about a Nazi para- 
chutist landing in England. Instance 
of what the copydesk thinks is U S 
'slang was ‘Nazis Do Dirty on Franco.’ 





Vote Guild Bargaining Agent 
Editorial] department workers of 
jthe St. Louis Globe-Democrat, onls 
la.m. rag in the burg, has voted 52 
ito 46 to have the American News- 
}paper Guild as their bargaining 
|agent in relations with the manage- 
|ment of the paper. There were 102 
votes cast of an eligible 105. 

In an NLRB election May 19, 
ithe Guild failed to win a 
ithe election resulting in 
ito $4. 


1939 
majority 


t a4 


a te, 





Misses Ist Edition in 101 Years 

A printer’s strike forced the 101- 
year-old Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal to miss its first edition since the 
Civil War, 

Printers walked last Tuesday 
night (26) after failure to agree with 
management over shift in composing 
room setup eliminating several jobs 
Early editions of paper failed to hit 
the streets 

International Typographical Unio: 
headquarters at Indianapolis 
clared strike illegal because of 


contract violation and improper no 


de 


no 


tice, ordered strikers back to ma 
chines. At first voting against re 


sumption of work, typos finally de 
cided to return under protest, dis 
puted point to submitted 
federal Judge John D. Martin 
settlement. 

Men were back at work by 
Reduced 16-page sheet finally came 
off around 4. Late papel 
trucked to all distant points missed 
by train. 

Printers had only recently signed 
a new contract with slight wage im 
provement after arbitration proceed 
ings by Judge Marti 


tw 


fo 


be 


2 a. 


Wa 


vin. 
LITERATI OBITS 

Herbert S. Saxton, 81, forme: 
ness manager of the Canton, 
Repository, founded by his 
father, and onetime business mar 
for the Akron Beacon and Re 
publican, died Nov. 15. 

Wayne G. Lee, 60, news editor 0! 
the Defiance (O), Crescent News 
| from 1900 to 1907, and former man- 
|aging director of the Dayton Cham- 
ber of Commerce until ill healt! 
|forced his retirement a year 28°. 
| died Nov. 12. 

A. P. Mains, 70, retired Wakema! 
newspaper publisher, died Nov. 


bus 
(O}, 


grand 


ager 


| 
10. 
| 12. 
| John T. Milar, 53, bureau chief 0 
| Associated Press in New Haven, an 
| veteran of 20 years with the organ 
| izatior died at his home in that city 
| Nov 28 aftexa short illness. : 

Owen A. Conner, 69, former nish" 
‘editor of the Journal of Commerce 
and financial editor of the old Phil? 
'delphia Public Ledger, died at hi 
'home in Mahwah, N. J., Nov. 27. 

Joel H. Bixby, 51, general manage 
and editor of the Springfield (Mo 
Newspapers, Inc., died Dec. 1 in 
city. 


‘ 
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Broadway 
Erro] Flynn due east this week. 


Edmund Gwenn back from the 


Coast. 
Dorothy Kay back at the Beach- 


mber. 
Fred Astaire is taking it easy at 
Aiken, S. C. 

Fred Spooner bought 60-acre farm 
in Massachusetts. 

Monte Proser out of Medical Arts 
hosp after a checkup. 

Harry Essex company manager of 
"Twelfth Night’ (St. James). 

Max Hart out of hospital, but 
must re-enter for second step opera- 
tion. 

Myer 
James, 


sed. ‘ 
merarl Larimore illustrating volume 


- of Irish stories by Charles O’Brien 
ennedy. : 

ag ee Balaban, hosting party of 

eight, attended the Army-Navy foot- 

bal} tussle. 

Dorothy Peterson, in from Holly- 
wood, negotiating for a role in forth- 
oming legiter. 

m Sabarate signs outside new Bond 
clothes shop, which was the Inter- 
national Casino. ; ’ 

Santos-Artigas winter circus op- 
ened last week in Havana, with 
Fred Bradna in charge. 

Harry Goldstein of Brandt Bros. 
ho. returned to his desk Monday 
(2) from his honeymoon. * 

Dorothy Kilgallen has sold a novel- 
ette to Cosmopolitan about a fictitious 
New York nitery operator. 

Munro Brown, legit player, leaves 
for Coast tomerrow (Thursday) on 
negotiations for screen pact. 

Laurence Olivier reported return- 
ing to England for war duty, after 
several erroneous predictions. 

Harry Nelmes, Arthur Wright, 
Richard Moon and Clarence Jacob- 
son are in the 51st St. boxoffice. 

C. L. Oswald due back the middle 
of the month after a lengthy tour 
of Paramount theatre territory. 

Willie Harris switched from Em- 
ire boxoffice to be treasurer of the 

ational (‘The Corn Is Green’). 

Marvin Schenck trained to the 
Coast Friday (29) for a week of 
confabbing with Metro studio execs. 

Albert Deane, Paramount foreign 
ad-publicity chief, renamed secre- 
tary of the Australian Society of 
i F 


Zentner, manager of St. 
abed, but ailment not diag- 


Harriett Flagg, exec secretary to | 


David O. Selznick, has resigned. De- 


sire to remain in N.Y. caused her 
to quit. 
Riv Bisland, who was treasurer 


in 
Broadway 


for Mike Jacobs boxing shows, 
charge of boxoffice at 
(‘Fantasia’). 

Jack Weiner, of the Hollywood 
William Morris Agency, returned to 
the Coast Friday (29) after several 
weeks in town. 

Tracy Barham, Ohio-Kentucky 
operator of the Paramount theatres, 
is remarrying, the nuptials scheduled 
before Christmas. 

Carmen d’Antonio starts doubling 
from ‘Panama Hattie’ into®the Cafe 
Pierre, and later the rhumbaist goes 
into the Beachcomber. 

Lou Hyman, Lesser-Lubitsch sales 
aide, due in New York at end of 
January with print of Lubitsch’s 
‘That Uncertain Feeling.’ 

Maurice Kallis, artist with Bu- 


chanan agency, is among those whu | 


have paintings on this week’s exhibit 
at the Montross Gallery. 

Frank Braden, Ringling p.a., will 
travel for next two months in ad- 
vance of Walt Disney's ‘Fantasia’ 
prior to rejoining the circus. 


Stanton Griffis made some cute 


wisecracks at one of the educational | 


sessions at the Par h.o., mentioning 
other big execs of the company. 
Rosario and Antonio (Los Cha 
valillos Sevillanos) Spanish gypsy 
dancers at the Waldorf-Astoria due 
to go into Metro's ‘Ziegfeld Girl, 
Phyllis Colt, who replaced Joan 
Edwards in ‘It Happens on Ice,’ is a 
pupil of the former vaude performer, 
Aileen Stanley, now a vocal coach. 
At the Fair for two years in charge 
of the stage for ‘Railroads on Pa- 
rade,’ Dave Berk has returned to his 
old post at the Paramount, Brooklyn. 
Stan Willis, former Broadway 
agent, now arranging time in South 
America, has Edith Rogers Dahl set 


by him for tour of Central America. | 


George White's Gay White Way 
nitery show into rehearsal for Xmas 
week preem of his new theatre- 
restaurant, site of the former Cotton 
Club. 

Autobiog of Hallie Flanagan, di- 
rector for four years of the Federal 
Theatre, to be published by Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce Dec. 12. It’s tagged 
Arena.’ 

Lily Pons back from Chicago 
opera engagement and road concert 
a ee 3 ss rehearsals for the re- 

aughte i r 
the Met ghter of the Regiment’ at 

Charles O'Reilly, who was head of 
the motion picture division of the 
Democrats in the presidential cam- 
Paign, vacationing at Pinehurst, N. C., 
with his wife. , 

Myer Beck, eastern rep for Rus- 
Sell Birdwell, lost 11 pounds after 
.. ree-hour septum operation on 

1s nose last Wednesday (27) but is 

recuping okay. 
_ Since the first printing of ‘Think- 
ng on Your Feet,’ Louis Nizer, at- 
orney who authored the book, has 
€en swamped by demands to go on 
Speaking tours @f address various 
gatherings. 


Visit of James Roosevelt's produc- 


tion head, Henry Henigson, to New 
York last week was a matter of a 
couple hours after a storm forced 
his plane down and delayed him 
about a day. 

Mary McCall, Jr., Metro writer, 
and her husband, Dwight Franklin, 
of the Metro research staff, left for 
the Coast last week after a short 


visit east. Franklin understood 
negotiating for a post with a N. Y. 
museum. 


Angna Enters’ annual exhibition 
of paintings opens Monday (9) at 
Newhouse galleries. This year's 
show features scenes from the Ring- 
ling-Barnum-Bailey circus, with 
which she traveled for a couple of 
weeks last season. 

A fire in the sub-basement of the 
Paramount hotel, early Sunday 
morning (1) destroyed a number of 
instruments and costumes of Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horsesnoe_nitery 
quartered in the hostelry. Firemen 
quickly put out the blaze. 

Agnes Menzel, purchasing execu- 
tive for Paramount at its home 
office, has a broken finger as a re- 
sult of a taxi accident, her second 
within the month. Previously she 
and Aldyth Reichenback, secretary 
to Barney Balaban, were both in- 
jured in a taxi crash. 

Beside his band managing Joe 
Glaser is an ardent breeder and ex- 
hibitor of prize show dogs. He owns 
some 25 Boston bul] terriers and 
Pekingese contenders, among them a 
rare pair of white Pekes. One of 
his toy Bostons took three first prizes 
in a week’s period late last month, 
getting best of breed designation at 
shows at Harrisburg, Pa.; Philadel- 
phia and Camden, N. J. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Dick Barrie and band opened 
stand in Club Continental, Hotel 
Jefferson, Friday (29). 


Romo Vincent is being featured 
with George Hamilton’s band at the 
Chase Club, west end nitery. 


Harry G. Arnold, operator of 
Arnold’s Beach, amusement resort in 
St. Louis county, died at Point Loma, 
Cal. He was 72. 

Rudolph Ganz, pianist, composer 
and former conductor of the St. 
Louis symph, will conduct classes at 
Webster College in St. Louis County. 

Members of the Zoological Board 
of Control nixed an offer of the 
| Ringling circus to hire the chimp- 





|pony-dog act for six weeks next) 


spring. 

Sonja Henie and her 1941 ‘Holly- 
wood Ice Revue’ skedded for a five- 
night stand at the Arena starting 
Tuesday (10). It will be third visit 
to this burg. 


produce ‘Battle of Angeles,’ 
by Thomas Lanier Williams, localite. 
Williams writes under the name of 
Tennessee Williams. 

Spyros P. Skouras addressed 150 
persons of Greek descent here in 
connection with his nationwide tour 
to raise $10,000,000 to aid Greece. 
The St. Louis quota is $436,000. 

Lucius Beebe, New York Herald- 
Trib columnist and railroad enthusi- 
ast, participated in the dedication 
ceremonies of the $350,000 control 
tower in the Union Station yards. 


William Berberich, owner of the 
Meadowbrook Club, summer nitery 
in St. Louis county, will build a 





$650,000 hotel in Jefferson City, Mo. 
It will be the third in his chain in 
| Missouri. 

Bili Corum, sports columnist for 
Hearst, will be the principal orator 
at a joint footbail dinner of Kemper 
| Military School and 
| Mo., High Schocl, Thursday (5) 
| Corum is a former Boonville resi- 

ent. 
| Elliot Nugent, Julie Stevens, Nat 
| Briggs, Leon Ames, Elizabeth Love 
and Ivan Simpson of ‘The Male Ani- 


|mal’ cast were guests of honor at a | 


| luncheon tossed by the Playgoers of 





|St. Louis, Ine. Miss Stevens and 
Briggs are localites. 
By Harry Martin 
Doris Bowdon building a home 


| here for her mother. 

Allan Jones and Irene Hervey here 
iefly ’tween planes. 

Bob Millard orch set to trail Eddy 
Rogers at Claridge Friday (6). 

Talbot Pearson flew back from Na- 
tional Theatre Conference in New 
York. 

Howard Waugh and spouse to New 
York for Warner zone manager con- 
ference. 

M. A. Lightman in from Para- 
mount partner huddles at studio in 
Holly wood. 

Mischa Auer in for visit with 
Bandleader Henry King at Peabody 
hotel. Here five days. 

Black Hillis PaSsion Play doing 
nicely for week under sponsorship 
of The Commercial Appeal. 

Civic Theatre doing ‘Cradle Song’ 
next week. Little Theatre follows 
week after with ‘What a Life.’ 

Boris Morros amazed to find Bobby 
Crump wearing shirt loud as his own 
at luncheon in producer’s honor. 

Oscar Nordstrom and_. Virgil 
| Quadri of Chicago here for preeming 
\of new Balinese Room at Claridge 


| br 





| hotel. Nordstrom designed, Quadri 
muraled, 
& A 


The New York Theatre Guild wit 
written | 


the Boonville, | 


Pari 
ris 
(Via Madrid) 
By Joseph D. Ravotto 

Louvre Museum again open to art 
lovers. 

Famed French cyclist Roger La- 
| pebie retired. 
| Newspaper Mot d’Ordre suspended 
for eight days. 

Thirty-seven new subway stations 
| opened in Paris, 
| Ration cards 
| Paris restaurants. 
| French newsreels being shown for 
| first time since June 10, 
|. Actor Andre Brule married 
Madeleine Lely at Coreno. 

Steeplechase racing at Auteuil 
track bringing back fond memories. 

Book. ‘German in 40 Lessons,’ 
being sold like hotcakes in Paris 
shops. 

Rene Baton, 
concert 
dead. 

Writer Jean d’Ivray, 79, member 
of the Legion of Honor, died re- 





now required in 


to 


conductor of famed 
Pasdeloup Orchestra, is 


Painter Richard Muguet killed in 
action during war, 
learned. 

Five-franc stamps and pieces with 
Marshal Petain’s effigy to make early 
appearance. 

Hunting again open in non-occu- 
pied France. Foreigners, however, 
don’t rate a license. 

Germans outlawed picture-taking 
in occupied territory except by Ger- 
man soldiers and officials. 


French official newspaper Le 
Temps now being published in 
i going from Clermont-Fer- 
rand. 


Morning papers Le Petit Parisien 
and Oeuvre back in Paris after sev- 
eral months’ publication at Cler- 
mont-Ferrand. 

Exactly 204 Paris restaurants fined 
for violating food restrictions. Six 
well-known food .emporiums shut- 
tered for 24 hours. 

French papers predict that France 
will again become a nation of beard- 
|} ed men as a result of soap and shav- 
ing cream shortage. 

Henri Lavedan, writer, dramatist 
and scenarist, famed as a boulevar- 
dier and himself son of actor Leon 
Lavedan, died at 81. 

Mme. de Cottens, actress of an- 
|other age under name of Jeanne 





|Ivon, and wife of writer and drama- | 


| tist de Cottens, is dead. 


| zinger for services rendered during 

| war to French wounded. 

More than 100 sentences meted 

|out in past month in Paris for high 

| prices. 

three months on same charge. 
French Boxing Federation dis- 

solved so as to nermit new Physical 


Education Commissariat to reorgan- | 
|ize French boxing from top to bot- | 


tom. 


Paris kiosks loaded 


down 


periodicals in plare of the familiar 
British and American publications 
of yore. 

Letter writing between two zones 
again permitted in form of uniform 





dresses and jewelry worth more than 
100,000 francs (about $2,500) by two 
| women to whom she had given shel- 
ter in her Paris home. 

| New French radio 
lranged with object 


programs ar- 
of making all 


|Frenchmen love all that constitutes | 


the artistic, literary, historical and 
political patrimony of their country 


|French, commenting that it is 
iFrench ‘from Cannes without Eng- 
llish to Saint Tropez without half- 
breeds.’ 


French _ writers’ whereabouts: 
Royalist leader Leon Daudet near | 
Limoges: Paul Claudel at Brangues;: 
| Pierre MacOrlan at Gargilesse: Jean 
|Giraudoux at Cusset; Paul Morand | 
lat Villefranche: megger Marcel 
Achard at Lyons; Armand Salacrou | 
(savs he wants to give up writing | 
and return to soil) at Antibes; Paul 
|Reboux at Antibes: Revnaldo Hahn 
lat Toulon: Henry Bidou at Vichy; 
|Georges Inmann at Brives; Rosny 


| Jeune in Brittany; Roland Dorgeles 
lat Marseilles: Francis Carco at Nice; 
Tristan Bernard at Cannes, and Hen- 
riette Pascar planning to go to New 
York. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Ta-Ba-Ris, No. 1 nitery, opened 


;new grotto, El Alcazar, done in 
Spanish style. A 
Warners’ suit for return of in- 


come tax rejected by federal court, 
but case appealed. 

Mecha Ortiz’s first 1941 feature for 
Pampa Film will be ‘Stella,’ based 
on novel by Cesar Duayen. 

Wesley Ruggles, leaving for Rio 
after two weeks’ stay, praised local 
studios’ technical proficiency. 

Film extras, organized 
Yeatro del 


in the 





Directed by Juan Solucio. 

| Joseph McConville, Jack Segal 
land Charles Roberts of Columbia 
‘left after announcing next season’s 


talents. 


cently. 
Jules Ladoumegue, once 1,500- 
meter champ, back churning the | 
cinders. 


it’s just been) 


American hospital at Neuilly cited | 
in order to Army by General Hunt- | 


Some 35 shops shuttered for | 


with | 
German and Italian ne\/spapers and | 


postcard called ‘Cartes Familiales.’ 
Other cards or letters thrown in 
garbage can. 

Actress Maud Loty robbed of | 


| French newspaper Le Jour writes | 
that the Riviera has again become | 


Extra Cinematografico, | 
istage set of plays as showcase for | 


| sked to exhibs. Were guests of local 
boss, Louis Goldstein. 

Director Franciso Mujica_ an- 
; nounces he’s to make ‘E] Mejor Papa 
|de] Mundo’ (‘The Best Father in 
| the World’), based on an original by 
Sixto Poudal Rios and Carlos Oli- 
veri. 

June Marlowe, only U. S.-born 
actress to reach top rank in Argen- 
tine films, infanticipating. Her hus- 
band, Tito Davison, Chilean-born, is 
a local director. She’s with Lumiton 


Studios. 
Top local cast seaded by Tito 
Lusiardo, Palitos, Amelia Bence, 


Paquita Vehil and Felisa Mary an- 
nounced for new 
jture, ‘Novios Para Los 

(‘Fiances for the Boys’). 
| Mutual Aid Society of the film in- 
dustry (Association Mutual Cine- 
matografica) readying new collective 
insurance scheme, opening a new 
sports section and appointing a press 
committee to run official mag. 

Argentine Association of Com- 
posers celebrated silver anniversary 
With special concert. Constantino 
Gaito, president of the organization, 
announced total of 194 events bring- 
ing many leading foreign artists 
here. 

Argentina Film plans ‘Pajaros Sin 
| Nido’ (Birds Without Nests’) to be 
distributed under new setup with 
La Sudamericano. Juve Roberto 
Escalada and tango canary, Elena 
| Lucema, head cast, which includes 
Nini Gaubier. 

Led by local press, actors, di- 
rectors and technical men—plus a 
goodly number of exhibs—an asado 
criolla (Argentine barbeque) was 
tossed for Olegario F. Ferrando, di- 
rector-proprietor of Pampa Films, 
one of the Big Five producers here. 
Held in studios at suburban Marti- 
nez, 


Muchachas’ 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Maynard Deane couldn't stand the 
kidding, so his new mustache is no 
more, 

Tony Conforti one of the first in 
| the field at the start of deer-hunting 
| season, 

It’s a gal at the Ellwood Kapphans. 
| Mother’s former Thelma Pyle, con- 
cert singer. 





Patty Dixon, Billy Hinds’ new 
vocalist, wife of Doc Dixon, of 
| KDKA staff. 


‘New Pins and Needles’ will re- 
light Nixon Monday (9) after three- 
| week shutdown. 


The John Harrises went to New 
| York and brought the Joe E. Browns 
back with them. 


Joe Belford, manager of Roseland 
Ballroom in New York, in town for 
a couple of days. 

El Chico had a big cake for 
George Negrette, m.c. and singer, on 
his birthday (28th). 

Mike Todd and Bill Doll, Todd's 
p.a.. were in and out of town in a 
big hurry last week. 

Leighton Noble taking some 
| maraca instruction from congarhum- 
bamaster Don Armando. 
| Carnegie Tech dramats all excited 
about okay notices alumna Thelma 
Sclinee got in ‘Corn Is Green.’ 

Irene Cowan, of WCAE staff, 
slated for Tallulah Bankhead role in 
‘Refiected Glory’ at Playhouse. 
| Herb Magidson and Ben Oakland 
|here for Thanksgiving (GOP ver- 
sion), on their way back to Holly- 

wood. 

About half a hundred showmen 
from here went up to Cleveland Sat- 
urday (30) for Dave Miller testi- 
monial. 

Bill Davis, guest-director of ‘Here 
Today’ at Playhouse, walked out 
|during final rehearsals after differ- 
}ences with permanent director Fred 
Burleigh, just back from sick leave. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


| 





Show business above average 
around the country. 

Building started on new _ 1,000- 
seater cinema in Wynberg, Cape 
Town Gistrict. 

African Consolidated Theatres 


having ‘Search for Beauty ‘contest at 
| their principal cinemas. 

| ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
|(Col) pulled big business at Colos- 
|seum (A.C.T.), Cape Town. 

African Consolidated’s lunch-hour 
| newsreel proceeds go to the Nationa] 
|South African Gifts and Comforts 
| Fund for Soldiers. 
| New Odean, Sea Point, a Cape 
Town suburb, opened. Manager is 
J. L. Cathro. Showing mostly UA 
land 20th-Fox pix. 
| Capt. J. H. Stodel, Cape Town 
branch manager for African Thea- 
tres, doing double duty—the army 
and show business. 

Cape Town and Port Elizabeth 
|} Town councils banned Wagner being 
| played by municipal orchestras due 
| to: Hitler’s taste for his music. 
| Horace Thomas Green, 50, Cape 
'Town supervisor for African Con- 
solidated Theatres, died recently in 
Cape Town. Widow survives. 


J. A. Macrae, 59, a director of 
African Consolidated since its in- 
|ception. by I. W. Schlesinger, aiso 


died recently in Johannesburg. 


Yi Elaine 


high-budget fea- | 





Hollywood 


Edward Finney back from Broad- 
way. 





Barrie divorced John 

| Barrymore. 

Charles Laughton recoy ering from 

‘tusk trouble. ' 
Monty Banks at Palm Sp ngs to 

cure lumbago. 

Smiley Burnette laid 
horse accident. 

Kay Francis 
| Honolulu trip. 
| Andy Devine to Mexico City for 
| 10-day vacation. 
| Bill Walsh bedded 
stomach trouble. 

Joan Crawfo d back from a long 
vacation in the east. 

Gracie Fields touring the western 
states for war charity. 

_ Barbara Lynn sustained facial in- 
Juries in an auto crash. 

Irene Hervey and Allan Jones to 
Palm Springs to foii flu. 

Julie Gibson, singer, divorced 
Jimmie Grier. bandleader. 

Joseph M. Schenck tossed a studio 
luncheon for Jack Dempsey. 

Andy Smith in town for 10 days 
on RKO distribution huddles. 

The Troupers awarded Lee Parvin 
a gold life membership card. 

Edward Churchill joining 
DeLapp in freelance publicity. 

Simeon Aller, distributor of Du- 
| pont film, broke a leg skating. 

William Meiklejohn returned to 
his Paramount desk after illness. 

Helen Kenworthy and Maureen 
Oliver opened an author’s agency. 

Nate Blumberg in from Manhat- 
ae for three weeks of studio hud- 

es. 

Norma Shearer returned from two 
weeks of drama gandering in New 
York. 

Scott R. Dunlap moved his produe- 
tion offices from Talisman to Mono- 
gram. 

George Schaefer returned to his 
RKO desk after two weeks in Man- 
hattan, , 

Athole Hawks, Norma Shearer’s 
sister, suing Howard Hawks for 
divorce. 

Felix Young taking another flier 
into the nitery game, opening the 
old Versailles. 

Mark T. Kirkendall, veteran circus 


up after a 


is prolonging her 


with flu and 


Terry 





man, suffered a fractured skull in 
a motor accident. 
Leonard Vannerson and Barney 


McDevitt broke up their partner- 
ship as nitery flacks. 

Deanna Durbin invited 
President’s Birthday Ball 
| White House, Jan. 30. 
| Roland West made a property set- 
tlement of $50,000 on Jewell Carmen 
West, pending divorce action. 

Morey Marcus, Metro’s general 
|manager in Japan, in town to dis- 
— changing conditions in the Far 

ast. 

George Brown moved off the 
|Warners publicity staff to direct 
| public relations for Screen Directors 
| Guild. 

Fred Etcheverry, special effects 
technician, seriously burned by a 
|premature explosion of gunpowder 
on “Tobacco Road’ set. 

Myron Fagan in town hunting a 
male lead for his new Broadway 
|play, with Edward Arnold and 
| Walter Huston the leading candi- 
| dates. 


the 
the 


to 


| 
| 
at 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Carl Brisson coming over for Wi]l- 
liamson-Tait. 
| Cinesound may return to feature 
production next year. 

Victor Jurgin of March of Time in 
| Melbourne for local coverage. 
| Wee Georgie Wood has cancelled 
| Melbourne tour for the Tivoli loop. 
| Bids are still being made to have 
|'Gracie Fields visit here early next 
| year. 
| Bob Lyon, U. S. band leader, 
iclicked at tony Embassy Club, Mel- 
| bourne. 
Night club biz appears to be in a 





|healthy state in Sydney and Mel- 
| bourne. 
Tivoli loop is still dicker!ing with 


Laurel and Hardy for an Aussie trip 
early next year. 

U. S. acts playing Tivoli loop help 
to entertain Aussie troops with Sab- 
\bath shows around the military 
camps. 
| New York pic moguls are being 
ijblamed by local exhibs for an ai- 
tempt to increase rentals throughout 
Australia next year. 

Some city managements would like 

a longer protection clause in con- 
| tracts to prevent distribs shooting pix 
out into the nabes too quickly. 

Mel Nicholls is producing a series 
of shorts Zor local consumption, in- 
cluding a couple of propaganda clips 
for the Department of Information, 

Despite wartime worries, three 
'pantos will be staged here during 
'Yuletide-New Year by Williamron- 
Tait, Sir Ben Fuller and che Tivoli 
loop. . : 

Petrol rationing is hurting city 
trade nights in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. Rationing is a wartime mea- 
sure introduced by the Federal gov- 
ernment. 

Jack Lait is getting some yarns 
published in a local Sabbath news- 
naper. Wolfe Kaufman is doing a 
| weekly Hollywood coverage for the 
same newspaper. 

There’s a marked absence of any 

(Continued on page 62) 
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OBITUARIES 


FRANK TINNEY 
Frank Tinney, 62, died in the U. S. 
Veterans’ Hospital, Northport, L. L, 
Thursday (28). Comedian had been 
away from th” siage 14 years through 
illness. Details in the legit section. 





CHARLES RICHMAN 


Charies Richman, 70, stage and 
gcreen actor whose stirring perform- 
ance as the wealthy husband in 
George Broadhurst’s ‘Bought and 


or less typed him for banker, broker 
and big business men roles in later 
years, died Dec. 1 at a nursing in- 
stitution in the Bronx, N. Y., where 
he had been ill for several weeks. 
Rich in theatre tradition, he was a 
mative Chicagoan and eschewed a | 
law career for an opportunity to act | 
with an amateur dramatic company. 





His talent won him a role in a 
Broaway meller, ‘Hands Across the 
Sea.” 
in ‘Margaret Fleming’ at Miner’s 
Fifth Avenue theatre, N. Y., in 1894, 
his first big part, he was cast for a 
geason with Lily Langtry as her 
leading man. 

Later, he starred for four years 
with the old Augustin Daly com- 
pany both in New York and Lon- 
don. After Daly died in 1899, Rich- 
man joined Charles Frohman’s or- 
ganization, and as his first assign- 
ment with Frohman replaced Wil- 
liam Faversham as leading man in 
the Empire Stock Co, in December, 
1900. Richman also appeared in 
David Belasco’s ‘Rose of the Rancho,’ 
Oscar Wilde's ‘The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest,’ and for several years 
was Annie Russell’s leading man. 
In recent years he won much criti- 
cal acclaim for his performances in 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ 1930; with 


Ina Claire in ‘Biography,’ 1932; and | 


the Theatre Guild’s ‘And Stars Re- 
main,’ in 1936, his last Broadway le- 
gitimate role. , 

Richman entered pictures six 
years ago and worked for practi- 
cally all the major studios. Among 
his many films were Par’s ‘His Dou- 
ble Life” Metro’s ‘After Office 
Hours,’ Warners’ ‘Dark Victory,’ 
‘Emile Zola,’ and ‘Torchy Runs for 
Mayor.’ 

He leaves his widow, Jane; a son, 
Grey Richman of Forest Hills, N. Y., 
and a daughter, Jane Grey Rich- 
man of Hollywood. Funeral serv- 
ices held yesterday (Tuesday) in 
New Yerk. 





ARTHUR J. KELLAR 
Arthur J. Kellar, 58, husband of 
Nellie Revell, died Monday (2) at 
the Memorial hospital, Newton, N. 


J., near his home in Branchville. He | 


had been doing magazine writing for 
several years, but previously was 
among the top press agents and 
company managers on Broadway. 
Kellar started as a newspaperman 


After appearing as the lead | 


} 


parts’ as the Hon. John Lawton, a 
congressman. Since 1916 he was a 
resident of Ridgewood, N. J., and in 
a personal appearance in a local 
theatre there shortly before his 
death he commented: ‘I am nearing 
the end of the trail.” The following 
day he was taken ill and never re- 
covered. 

Surviving are his widow, Helen; 
five sons and a daughter. 


’ 


DICK ANDERSON 


Dick Anderson, 53, in the RKO- 
Pathe newsreel distribution depart- 
ment since February, 1939, died at 
his home in New York, Nov. 28, after 
an illness of several months. 

An industry veteran, Anderson 
served as a booker, branch manager 
and district manager, then sales 
manager of the old International 
newsreel, Later he headed Univer- 
sal newsreel and at one time was 
with Pathe News. At the time of his 
death, Anderson was concerned with 
physical distribution of RKO-Pathe 
News and worked in conjunction 
with Short Subjects Sales Manager 
Harry Michalson and Sid Kramer, 
manager of the print and negative 
department. 

Leaves widow, Ruth. 








JAMES HOTCHKISS ROGERS 

James Hotchkiss Rogers, 83, com- 
poser, pianist, organist, musie critic 
and member of ASCAP, died Nov. 
28 at his home in Altadena, Cal. 
Before his retirement to California 
eight years ago he had served as 
organist and musical director of the 
Euclid Avenue Temple, Cleveland, 
for 50 years and music critic of The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer for 17 years. 

Among Rogers’ 300 compositions 
were many anthems sung in syna- 
gogues throughout America and also 
an entire service for the Jewish New 
Year. ‘The Star,’ ‘At Parting,’ ‘A 
Prayer,’ ‘The Man of Nazareth’ and 
‘The New Life’ are among his better- 
known works. Widow, son and 
daughter survive. 





VIRGINIA KNiGHT LOGAN 

Virginia Knight Logan, 92, mother 
of the late Frederic Knight Logan, 
composer of the ‘Missouri Waltz,’ 
and many other widely known com- 
positions which gained for him the 
title, ‘Waltz Kins £ America,’ and 
herself a widely known coloratura 
soprano in opera and concert and 
a composer of song lyrics, died at 
her home in Oskaloosa, Ia., Nov. 27. 


fall nearly two years ago. 


EMILIO PIZZI 





Emilio Pizzi, Italian operatic com- 
| poser and musical director, died Nov. 
| 28 in Milan, Italy. He wrote several 


| prize-winning operas, including the | 


four-act ‘Guglielmo Ratcliff,’ 


| pro- 
| duced in Bologna in 1889. 


In recent years Pizzi had been a 


in Scranton, Pa., with John Peter | guest of the Giuseppe Verdi home 
Toohey and Tom Kane: First show | for aged musicians in Milan. He also 


job was with the Shuberts as : 
agent. He then handled Arthur Hop- 
kins attractions, was general man- 
ager for George Broadhurst and 


press | 


composed the operas, ‘Lina,’ ‘Eddita,’ 
‘Gabriella’ and ‘Rosalba.’ 








CLARK ALEXANDER 


then headed the press department| Clark Alexander, 33, sales manager 


of Charles B. Dillingham, being pub- 
licist for Fred Stone shows for a 
considerable period. For a time he 
was also on the staff of the Ameri- 
ean, N. Y. In addition to Miss Re- 
vell, who was 


gurvived by a mother and sister. 





‘JOLLY IRENE’ 


‘Jolly Irene,’ 60, long a noted side- 
show and circus fat lady who retired | 
due to illness some five years ago, | 
died Nov. 27 at her home in Brook- | 


at his bedside, he is 


of WNOE, died Nov. 26 in New Or- 
_leans following an operation. He 
| was originator of Milkman’s Mat- 
| inee and had been connected with 
station for past 18 months. He was 


|a master musician and before going | 


| into radio played with 
| hame orchestras. 


numerous 





JACK LAMONT 
John W. Reynolds, 70, veteran cir- 


lyn from a heart ailment. While on |cusman under the name Jack La- 
tour she tipped the scales at 650 mont, died in Jersey City Medical 
pounds, but shortly before her death | Center, Nov. 22 of cardiac asthma. 


weighed 500. 


Privately, ‘Jolly frene’ was Mrs. | nolds, former trouper, also survive 


Amanda Siebert. She 


won her (Interment in Poughkeepsie Nov. 25. 


sobriquet from her happy disposition 


and pleasant way of bantering with 
the thousands who ogled her. Born 


Widow and brother, Eddie Rey- 





MSGR. EDWARD F. LEONARD 
Msgr. Edward F. Leonard, 70, pas- 


in Jersey City, she had appeared | tor of St. Malachy’s (Actors Church) 


with the Ringling Bros. Circus, vari- | in 


New York, died Nov. 25 at 


ous vaudeville circuits and Coney | French hospital, N. Y., of heart dis- 


Island sideshows. 
Her hUsband, who survives, met 


lease after a year’s illness. 
Details in the Vaudeville section 


*Joily ‘#ru.ie’ when traveling with her | of this issue. 


*2 i.cturer. A daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Ficrito, twe.grandchildren and one 
great-cranu..iilld also survive. 


——— 
CLARENCE W. STOWELL 





FRED WAGNER 
Fred Wagner, 65, film salesman, 
died Nov. 26 in Veterans Hospital, 
Sawtelle, Cal. For years he had 


Clarence W. Stowell, 62, who with- been identified with picture distri- 
out previous acting experience had a | bution on the Coast. 


leading part in the March of Time’s 
first full-length feature, ‘The Ram- 


parts We Watch,’ died Nov. 26 at the 
Paterson General hospital, Paterson, 
N. J., after a brief illness. 

A lecturer’ and sales executive by | peared on the stage with the late | daughter, 
occupation, he was seen in ‘Ram-! Dan Dully, William Farnum in ‘The’ Father is Metro producer, 
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| Surviving are his widow and two 
, sons in Salt Lake City. 


WALTER E. ROBINSON 
Walter E. Robinson, 60, who ap- 


— 





setts eet 


aenr 





| Virginian,’ and others in the early 
| 1900s, died Friday (29) at City hos- 
‘pital, St. Louis, from a heart attack. 





GUSTAV KOEHLER 
Gustav Koehler, 78, Toledo band- 


'master died Nov. 16 after a long 
illness. 
At one time he had nine musical 


| organizations under his tutelage. 





CLARENCE J. JACKSON 


Clarence J. Jackson, 75, who 
toured in stock and tent companies 
‘for 45 years as Simon Legree in 
‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,’ died at Franklin 
Ind., Nov. 14. 





T. ARTHUR BAKER 


T. Arthur Baker, 70, booking 
jagent and onetime vaudeville singer, 
i|died in New York last week. 








Mrs. Alison Ross Cuthbert, 76, 
mother of Margaret Cuthbert, di- 
rector of women’s and children’s 


| programs at NBC, died Nov. 28 in 
|New York after a short illness. A 
descendant of Gen. Sam Houston, 
she had lived much of her life on 
{the Canadian frontier, where her 
late husband was assistant commis- 
|sioner of Royal Northwest Mounted 
Police. 








John Lewis Day, 90, father of John 
Day, Paramount’s general manager 
in South America, died last week in 
Melbourne, Fla. He formerly was 
v.p. of the Chicago Title & Trust Co. 





Maurice Tipten, 35, radio singer, 
died suddenly of a heart attack, Nov. 
8, at Metamora, O., leaving wiodw 
and a son, 





Mrs. Angela Barry, mother of 
agent Jack Barry, died Saturday 
(30) of a heart ailment in Wilkes- 


| Barre, Pa. 





Mother, 75, of Harry Sugarman, 
former theatre manager, died Nov. 
27 in Los Angeles. 





John Olson, father of Mrs. Jimmy 
Durante, died Nov. 14 in Pasadena, 
Calif. 





W. T. Dugan, with Dailey Brothers 
circus past season, died recently in 
a New Orleans hospital. 





Father of Guy Trosper, screen 
writer, died Nov. 27 in Lander, Wyo. 





She had been an invalid since a/| 


His home was in Pawhuska, Okla., 
where the body was sent for burial. 


MARRIAGES 


Eleanor Miles to Al Hayward, in 
Toledo, Nov. 17. Bride is staff pianist 
and groom is staff engineer at WSPD, 
Toledo. 

Harriet Clark to Charlie Barnet, 
|in Miami, Nov. 27. He’s the 
| leader; bride’s his vocalist. 

Doris Leak to Ezio 
Larchmont, N. Y., Nov. 28. 
Metropolitan Opera basso. 

Theresa Lewis to,Hubbell Robin- 
son, Jr., in New York, Dec. 4. Groom 
is head of Young & Rubicam’s tal- 
{ent department; bride is freelance 
| radio scriptist. 

Patricia Sharkey to Dick Bray, in 
Cincinnati, Nov. 30. He’s a sports- 
caster on WLW-WSAI, Cincy. 
| Lucille Ball to Desi Arnaz, 


Pinza, in 





in 


| Greenwich, Conn., Nov. 30. Bride’s 


| RKO contract actress; he’s film, legit 
| and vaude player. 





: BIRTHS 





band | 


He’s the | 











flag-waving presentations in pic 
theatres. Managements are steering 
patrcns away from war material as 
much es pcssible. 

Biggest flesh-blood show on the 
air is presented by 3 AR, Melbourne, 
with Paul Jacklin in charge. Tivoli 
acts, as well as local talent, are fea- 
tured on weekly schedule. 

No further tries to introduce bet- 
ting with night trotting will be made 
in New South Wales until after the 
war. Needless to say, pic men are 
highly pleased with the betting nix. 

Some major British bands would 
like to visit Australia and new Zea- 
land to raise funds for the war effort. 
Only men exempt from military ser- 
vice would be permitted to make the 
trip. ’ 

Robert Donat aired a message from 
London via BBC telling of the peo- 
ple’s heroism under Nazi raids. Do- 
nat’s message was given a national 
relay by the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

George Schneevoigt, Finnish con- 
ductor, is heading for New York af- 
ter an extended season with the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission. 
Eventually, Schneevdigt hopes to 
reach his homeland. 

Tries will be made to induce Rich- 
ard Crooks and Lawrence Tibbett to 
re-visit here during next winter. Top 
concerteers may come if the mone- 
tary problem can be solved. Both 
were socko hits on prior vists. 

There’s a possibility that advertis- 
ing rates for pic announcements will 
be greatly increased by newspaper 
moguls with the commencement of 
'41. Newsprint has been upped tre- 
mendously in recent weeks owing to 
lack of transportation and the ex- 
change problem. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
ne Austin dated for Hotel St. 
aul. 

Twin City Variety club holding 
turkey raffle this week. 

LeRoy J. Miller, Universal branch 
manager, off to Chicago for sales’ 
meeting. 

Charlie Reagan, Paramount west- 
ern division sales’ manager, in town 
with R. C. LiBeau, district manager. 

Jerry Jonas, M-G _  homeoffice 
checking department head, recover- 
ing from major operation at Mayo 
clinic. 

W. H. Workman, back on job after 
illness, attended Jack Flynn dinner 
in Detroit and Chicago sales’ con- 
ference. 

Moe Levy and W. C. Gehring, S. 
R. Kent drive leader and 20th-Fox 
central division manager, here to 
wind up campaign, 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 


Rouben Mamoulian getting tanned 


,;at Waikiki. 


| 


| 





|rep from 





' Mr. and Mrs. Roy Meadows, son, | 


Sonja Chernus, of Warners, now 
residing in Honolulu. 

Noel Coward to Honolulu 
Australia tour for rest. 

Kay Francis at the Royal for 16 
days, her second visit here. 

Few tourists—that’s the reason for 
poor nitery biz here generally. 

Honeymooning here were 
She 


from 


the 
ds. is Kay 
Griffiths, also of films. 

Dan F. Greenhouse, RKO foreign 
Manila, 
days by Clipper delay. 

Edwin Sawtelle, organist at the 
Waikiki theatre, celebrated with a 
party at his 1,000th broadcast for 
KGMB. 








Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





John ‘Schilling, of WHB, and wife 


| in Miami on fortnight’s vacation. 


in Hollywood, Nov. 22. Father is 
sound technician at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Golden, | 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


Father is film cutter, 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Noyes, son, 
in Hollywood, Nov. 25. Father is 
head grip at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheridan Gibney, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Father is screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ricotta, daugh- 
ter, in Buffalo, Nov. 29. Mother is 
WBEN singer, known professionally 
as Gertrude Lutzi. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Garison Ber- 
ger, daughter, in Brooklyn, N. Y,, 
Nov. 30. Father’s a show-biz attor- 
ney; mother’s a former concert pian- 
ist under the name Sade Barger. 

Mr. and Mrs, Larry Kent, son, in 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., Nov, 28. Father 
is younger brother of Sidney R. 
Kent, president of 20th-Fox, and 
head of the Fox-West Coast film 
buying department on the Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Crow, son, 
Dec. 1, Hollywood. Father is Holly- 
wood Citizen News film critic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pandro Berman, 
Dec. 2, in Hollywood. 








Lester Harding, m.c. of the Tower, 
resting up a week after a run of 32 
weeks. 

Lum and Abner guested by the 
DeMolay Legion of Honor at lunch- 
eon by the Kansas City club. 

Spyros Skouras spending a day in 


town organizing the Greek relief 
campaign and talking shop with 
nose 3 Rhoden, the Fox-Midwest 
chief. 


Martin Finkelstein, of the M. B. 
Shanberg interests, looking over his 
real estate here and chinning with 
Barney Joffee and Tom Drake at the 


Tower, 
Madrid 


Louis Chalain, M-G, in from Lis- 
bon. 

Italo-Spanish pic, ‘Siege of Alca- 
zar,’ preemed at Avenida. 

Gerard Hauser ,head of the Ger- 
man Cinema Chamber, in from Ger- 
many. 

John Lloyd, ex-Paris AP chief, in 
from Vichy to take over Madrid 





bureau. 
Maurice English, Chicago Trib 
correspondent, back after a swing 


through the south, including Gibral- 

tar. 
Actual bullfight season over until 
° 


Chatter 
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held over three | 








springtime, although crowds con. 
tinue to pack Madrid arena every 
Sunday, notwithstanding appearance 
of relatively unknown matadors 
against uninspired bulls. 

Spanish paintings seized by French 
during Napoleonic wars to be re- 
turned to Spain through agreement 
reached at Vichy between French 
and Spanish political figures (natu- 
rally pushed along with some Ger- 
man pressure), 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





John Craven and his frau in town 
briefly. 

Shubert gets a week of Dante's 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ Dec. 9. 

‘Ice Capades of 1941’ did healthy 
biz on week’s stand at Arena. 

Warner Bros. staff threw a get-to- 
gether party at Seven Gables Inn. 

New Westville 600-seater opened 
with special vaude-pic premiere. 

Burt Shevelove directed Yale Dra- 
mat production of ‘Merton of the 
Movies.’ 

They’re talking of stretching Bijou 
Saturday vaude into two days 
weekly. : 

Preem of ‘Old Acquaintance,’ with 
Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood, due at 
Shubert Friday (6). 

In for break-in of ‘Delicate Story’ 
at Shubert (28) were Theresa Hel- 
burn, Armine Marshall, Franklin P, 
Adams. 





Miami Shows 


Continued from page 1! 











revival; Sylvia Sydney and Luther 
Adler in vehicle yet to be selected, 
and Walter Hampden in ‘A Success- 
ful Calamity.’ 

Gaither returns to New York this 
week to cast the supporting com- 
pany, 


Culture Hits Florida. 
Hollywood, Fla., Dec, 3. 
Florida’s donning a topper this 
season, with Hollywood Beach hotel 
here bringing in more than half-a- 
dozen big concert names for Sunday 
night recitals. Since the local 
hoStelry draws guests largely from 
the New York area, manager Oscar 





T. Johnson figures on catering to 
Carnegie Hall tastes. 
Jan Peerce opens the series on 


Jan, 19, followed by Robert Virovai, 
Jan. 26; Jose Iturbi, Feb. 2; Helen 
Jepson, F@b. 9; Lawrence Tibbett, 
Feb, 16; Fray and Braggiotto, March 


2, and Abram Chassins, accompanied 


| by. the University of Miami Symph, 


| March 9. 
| White will debate on a subject not 


| 


| 








Linton Wells and W. L. 


yet selected on Feb. 23. 

Milton Douglas has been inked to 
m.c. hotel’s Bamboo room show, with 
Eddie Oliver and orch providing 
tunes. 





Carol Bruce 


Continued from page eewiiall 





Sylva, who in turn has forwarded 
the coin to the Fund. Money which 
is half the radio pay less commission 
has been remitted through Martin 
Spector, her attorney. After win- 
ning the Equity point, DeSylva also 
stipulated that she must not appear 
in night club shows, on the ground 
that late hours required might af- 
fect her performance in ‘Purchase’. 

As the result of the extraneous 
showings the Lyons & Lyons agency 
and Louis Shurr were summoned by 
Equity to explain why they violated 
their permits in booking Miss Bruce 


|at the Sert Room, Waldorf-Astoria, 


and the Bernie hour. Shurr, who 
figured in the hotel appearance, 
was virtually cleared. He stated that 
he had warned Miss Bruce that per- 
mission from DeSylva was _ neces- 
sary, but alleged that Spector ad- 
vised her to take the job and settle 
with the manager later. Shurr added 
that his agency received no commis- 
sion for the Waldorf date. 

Sam Lyons, who handled the ra- 
dio engagement, is still out of town. 
Music Corp. of America is also said 
to have been concerned with the 
ether stint. 


Ben Bernie may not after all take 
that date at Victor Hugo, Holly- 
wood night spot, at the end of this 
month. Emerson Drug Co. (Bromo 
Seltzer) has demurred against the 
exit of Carol Bruce from the pre- 


gram and the agency on the ra 
count, Ruthrauff & Ryan, —_ 
Monday (2) that the quest mm oOo 


Bernie going to the Coast was again 
unsettled, 


< 
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KEITH’S ‘BOSTON 





reminding the customers 
hey didn’t see her in. 
She just sings—and for that she was 
fairly well received. ‘Appeal to Me, 
‘Cricd for You,’ ‘God’s Country and 
‘Katy Went to Haiti’ are the songs. 
She's very attractive but lacks the 
zing to make her a socko singer. 

Alf Loyal’s Dogs open the show 
satisfactorily. A slack-wire special 
py one of the big black poodles, and 
comedy stuff by several well-trained 
single pups are among the features 
which sustain interest up to the 
zippy finale of dogs jumping from 
one platform to another, 

Vernon mumbles into the mike for 


fall of. 
about pictures t 


awhile, lazily and sloppily tangles | 


with a couple of stories, dallies with 
a fake soft-shoe dance, and | while 
killing time tells the world he’s ‘just 
here to make a buck, then Sunday 
Im Out.’ Doubtless, nobody thought 
he was kidding. A rich hunk of corn 
is his rendition of an ‘Actor’s 
Lament,’ explaining the tough life 
an actor leads and the dismal experi- 
ence of working when others : 
or. 





ORPHEUM, OMAHA 


—_— 


Omaha, Nov. 30. 
Billy Gilbert, Jan Garber Band, 
Margery Daye, Bud Hughes, Dorothy 
Cordray, Lee Bennett, Fritz Heil- 
bron; ‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 





Billy Gilbert's act forms the major 
part of the stage show at the 
Orpheum, although Jan Garber and 
band, plus supporting units includ- 
ing the former localite, Lee Bennett, 
are also in high favor here, Gilbert, 
whose sneeze, which continually in- 
terrupts his vocal confusion, has 
built up a commanding position 
among the dialecticians and certainly 
lets dialect run riot here. Audience 
went for it in a big way. 








livered in clever style and timed to 
the minute for laughs. Following 
vocal of ‘O-Hi-O,’ diminutive femme 
partner, Annette Ames, makes her 
giggling entrance for some cute 
crossfire, a double vocal and a legit 
bit of hoofery which takes them off 
to rousing response. Supply a highly 
welcome lilt to the doings here and 
earned a begoff coupled to an intro 
of Songwriters on Parade, who fol- 
low. 


with same general layout, have been 
here before. Emceed and paced by 
Charley Tobias, with the added 
quartet seated at baby grands in the 
background, current lineup includes 
Henry Tobias, Nat Simon, Jean 
Schwartz and Jack Lawrence. Do 
snatches of their best tunes, which 
include ‘No Regrets,’ ‘Sweet and 
Lovely,’ ‘Crosstown,’ ‘Gaucho Sere- 
nade,’ ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ ‘Sunrise 
Serenade,’ ‘Wind and Rain,’ ‘When 
Your Hair Has Turned to Silver,’ 
‘Trade Winds’ and, for a bit of 
nostalgia, Jean Schwartz’s ‘Mr. 
Dooley.’ ‘Bedelia’ and ‘Chinatown.’ 
Act has some appeal but has done 
much better in previous combina- 
tions. Charley Tobias is inclined to 
be a bit wordy and subject to over- 
long .mike hugging. General speed- 
ing up and better pointing up of 
highlights would help considerably. 
Close with special lyric written 
around number by line which em- 
ploys toy pianos for some chopsticks 
stuff, leading into a flag-waving ‘God 
Bless America.’ 
Biz just fair. 


FOX, DETROIT 


——_— 


Detroit, Dec. 8. 


Burm. 








| son, 


Woody Herman Orch with Kittie 
Lane, Frankie Carlson, Steady Nel- 
Saxvie Mansfield, the Wood- 
choppers Sextet; Cass Daley, Good- 
| rich and Nelson, Leni and Eugene 


| Van Grona, Jimmie Rae, Don Miller, | 


Gilbert is on three times and even | 


that wasn’t enough for this crowd. 
His first and third appearances are 
pretty new as to material, but his 
middle opus is redolent of Joe Miller. 
However, he did so well that an ex- 
cursion into a few old jokes was 
almost nothing to the terrific laughs 
he gave the audience. His hopelessly 
absurd sputters appear to best ad- 
vantage in a little scene with his 
wife in which he is explaining how 
to make a Boston.cream pie. Here, 
his confusion is let loose before a 
howling audience. Tailor skit isn’t 
so good, some of the cobwebs stiil 
hanging to it. Gilbert uses his wife 
as a foil in his best comedy scenes, 
then picks on Garber for some other 
laugh interludes, 

Garber band, always a_ favorite 
here, plus Lee Bennett, click neatly. 
Fritz Heilbron, impersonator; Dor- 
othy. Cordray, attractive brunnet 
vocalist wh is better visually than 
in an auditory way; Bud Hughes’ 
magic and dog act and Margery 
Daye’'s acrobatic dancing round out a 
stage bill of particularly good bal- 
ance, novelty and talent. 

Gilbert’s finish is a wow. After 
di all that mess of dialect, he 
appears straight and in perfect Eng- 
lish tells the people of his Hollywood 
experiences, during which he ha: 
‘done some of the world’s greatest 
acting on any cutting room floor,’ 
sings ‘lll Never Smile Again’ with 
the three girls of the show, then 
answers what he says is the eternal 
question asked him: ‘Do you always 
speak in dialect?’ His answer: ‘Of 
course I always talk in dialect,’ made 
Straight, got a resounding audience 
response, Rach. 


ing 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 1. 
; Raymond Wilbert, Mark Dawson, 
Wally Brown and Annette Ames. 
songwriters on Parade (Charley ana 
Henry Tobias, Nat Simon, © 
Schwartz, Jack Lawrence), 
Foster Roxeyettes (16), 
kin House Orch (22): 
Glory’ (Col). 


Jean 
Gae 
Phil Lamp- 


‘Escape to 


Potent lineup on paper but dis- 
appointing in performance. Possibly 
overburdened with attempted pro- 
duction, quartet of specialties 
wrapped around regular house line, 
now in its eighth and final week 
here, simply doesn’t catch on in any 
one spot except interlude supplied by 
Wally _Brown and Annette Ames. 
But it isn’t enough to help much. 

Following rather flat opening pic- 
ture number by line, Mark Dawson 
lets go with a session of legit vocal- 
leuk ae = vocal equipment but 
é n “ shi - 
aehatinn showmanship and pre 

Wally Brown giv 
following live rout 
for Raymond Wilb 
flashy hoop stuff. 
his wheels around 
breaking it up with 
and finishin 


es a gag or two 
ine, setting intro 


Juggles and rolls 
in tricky manner, 
some fairish talk 
relearn g strong with punchy bit 
¥ aking a hoop jump up a series 

our ropes tied to the proscenium 
Back for his regular act, Brown 
akes hold, with 00d gagging de- 


1.3% A 


| fully 


ert, next with his | 


|*Too Many Girls’ (RKO). 
Name bands don’t seem to hold | 
/enough in themselves for stage 


shows here, and in keeping with the 
Detroit policy, the Fox this week 
intersperses acts through the orch’s 
!menu, always. striving to catch 
enough lure for the oldsters as well 
as the jitterbug generation. With the 


| stage band playing the show—no pit 


orchestra on this bill—acts are care- 
introed into Woody Herman’s 
music to make the stage carry the 
brunt of the b.o. lure. 

Audience gets warmed up here 
with a flashback to the old commu- 
nity songfests, with Don Miller back 
at the console. Herman band, which 
|registered high up with the audience, 
while notably for the jivers, also 
leans to the soft, sweet side, being 
well received. From its typical open- 
ing, outfit segues into ‘When 
'Swallows Come Back,” keeping the 
trombones emphasized on ‘Moonlight 
and Roses.’ Kitty Lane, who works 
with the band, does ‘Rhumboogie’ in- 
niece voice but is thinned out when 
miked for 5,000-seat house such as 


a 


this. Encored with ‘Do I’.with plenty 
of din from the plentiful young audi- 
erce. 


The Van Gronas follow: with a neat 
rowdy dance to ‘Beguine’ and rushes 


a too repetitious sailor and siren | 
number. Band back for feverish 
‘Woodchoppers Ball,’ dropping the 
spot round plentifully on Frank 


Carlson at the drums (who picked up 
plenty of bows), Steady Nelson and 
Saxie Mansfield. Sid Robbins steps 
out, too, for a comedy song. Band 
moves back again to let Goodrich and 
Nelson do their easy balancing turn, 


with everything registering strong 
by this time. 

Woodchoppers group shifts from 
band for ‘Fan It,” which won over 
even the rheumatics. Jimmie Rae 
who used to be with the Four Tro- 
jans, acrobats, has a solo turn 1 
mixing a-dance with falls. Audience 
went for him. He has a comedy 
knack which seems to be budding 
nicely but isn’t sharp enough yet. 

Cass Daley is the real sock, het 
boisterous, screwball manner on ex- 


aggerated swing song style being in 

a good setting. Audience worked her 
through three encores at the show 
caught and the gal was still register- 
|ing strong with her punchy manner- 
isms. 

For its final dish the band does a 
iscorching ‘Golden Wedding,’ with 
| Carlson again cutting himself a big 
| share of the attention. Despite more 
}than an hour's 


show moves slickly and to sock 
hands. 
Biz big at Sunday (1) 7 p.m. show. 


Pool. 


Terrell Sole Cole Owner 


Rochester, Ind., Dec. 3. 

Zack Terrell, co-owner. of the Cole 
| Bros. Circus since it was organized 
in 1935, is now sole owner, having 
; purchased the 
Jess Adkins at an unrevealed price. 

Mrs. Adkins had taken 
husband’s half interest 
death last June. 


{ 





int 
Irie 


her 
his 


over 
after 


~ s 


Songsmiths in various combos, but | 


running time the | 


-rest held by Mrs. | 








—____. Continued from page 5 


the International Federation of 


the present trend in picture making 
“Legion stay home from the ‘Class B’ 


in part to even adults.’ This means 
just about all Catholics in this area 
Since the Legion pledge is taken en 
masse at all masses annually, 

In singling out the extensive group 
of a picture classification to which 
adults could go, the newspaper 
pointed out that ‘few of the B pic- 
tures are entirely condemned by the 
Legion. Producers apparently are 
challenging members of the Legion 
by degrees. If they are not checked. 
worse pictures will follow. 

‘This recommendation,’ the edi- 
torial continued, ‘concentrates the 
defense on a point where the attack 
on the movie moral code is strongest. 
If producers do not heed the warn- 
ings of Catholic editors, organiza- 
tions and bishops, then the only 
thing left is to hit their pocket nerve, 
the boxoffice. They reacted quickly 
to it when the Legion of Decency 
was launched six years ago. 


tional defense is involved. Offensive 
movies lower moral standards, par- 
ticularly among youth and low 
morals make an effective national 
defense much more difficult.’ 

It was added here that the Chicago 
archdiocese’ had proposed the same 
avoidance of the ‘B’ group and the 


federation had followed it, 


UA Cutting 


Continued from page 5 

















small number of top-grade pictures 
than a large number of mixed 
quality. 

15 Pix From 18-19 Producers? 

Despite the desire to cut down on 
itotal number of pix, UA head said 
|he weuld like to increase the num- 
ber of producers on his slate to aboui 
18 or 19. He failed to make clear 
how 18 producers can make only 15 
| pictures in a year, although some, 
\like Mary Pickford, Chaplin and the 
|Fairbanks estate are not expected to 
contribute any. Nevertheless, some 
iproducers, like Hal Roach and Walter 
| Wanger, can be counted on for two 
or more. Silverstone indicated he 
will discourage more than two a 
;year from any man. 





Catholic Alumnae also had protested | 


and urged that all members of the | 


Ph ty | tion something that 1 know will in- | 
group, ‘which are morally dangerous | 


‘Not only the moral law, but na- | 


Kentucky chapter of the Alumnae | 


Mich. Catholies WHAT THEY THINK 


| 

| A Salute to Sophie Tucker | press and the magazines. The critics 
| Providence, R. I. | discuss the meaning of this play and 
| Editor Variety: ° Prec: scene while the schoo! drama 
/ Iam enclosing item from ‘The Bos- teachers foam about the glories of 


ton Record’ to bring to your atten- 


terest your many readers. 

| I was a trouper myself for over 30 
| years, working with my late hus- 
band, then known as The Four 
Rianos; playing Vaudeville, Fairs and 
Circuses. 

This clipping brought back plea- 
sant memories, and I know many of 
your readers would like to read of 
the old Tony Pastor days, but par- 
ticularly of such great artists as Miss 
Sophie Tucker who took Dan and 
Lora Valadon to Boston. That shows 
what a great trouper she is—never 
forgets her brother and sister per- 
former. 

You no doubt have read of the 
great recovery of Lora Valadon. In 
1933 Lora fell while performing on |, 
the wire, taken to the Rhode Island 
Hospital here in Providence, and it 
was discovered that she also had a 
cancer. Well, Lora just stuck up 
her chin and with the old slogan of 
| the stage, ‘The Show Must Go On,’ | 
she carried on and fought for seven 
| ne years. The answer—after 30 
operations—she is the first person 
ever cured of cancer in R. L 

During all those seven years, 
Sophie Tucker never forgot Lora. 
She visited her in the hospital sev- 
|eral times and also took Dan and 
| Lora to New York for a week as her 
| guests when she appeared in ‘Leave 
| It to Me’ at the Imperial theatre. 

Now, last Tuesday, she made ar- 
rangements for them to go to Boston, 
not as a publicity stunt, but as her 
| friends, and gave them the time of 
| their lives. The enclosed clipping 
will tell you the story. 

Mrs. Ida Riano. 











Realistic 
Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
There’ are all kinds of articles 


| about the state of the drama, its 
future and its artistic merits in the 


| moaeassamnnlintibnnntineap 


by Kelly. There is apparently more ; 
than a grain of truth in the report, | 
| however, inasmuch as Schlaifer re- | 
cently failed of reelection to the UA 
vice-presidency he held, and Kelly 
admits Masters is being considered , 
|for a domestic post. 

Silverstone revealed that Walter | 
Wanger has been named chairman of 
UA producers’ committee Tre- 


+h 
tne 


| Silverstone asserted pending deal cently formed on the Coast. One of | 
| with Gene Towne and Graham! the committee’s functions, he said, | 
| Baker unit, now at RKO, depends on} would to coordinate releases so 
the type of setup they can develop. | that UA s't get jammed with five 
They are now working on it. Of or six big pix at a time, as recently, | 
\Fritz Lang, reported negotiating; and then ‘have its tongue hanging 
lwith UA, Silverstone said he never| out fer product for the next four 
was considered. Door is open, he in-| months.’ It will also prevent con- 


dicated, for negotiations with Robert 


( 
} 
. 
A 


Sherwood who is trying to line up 
Elizabeth Bergner and her director- 
husband, Dr. Paul Czinner, although 
there is no deal set yet. 

UA mahatma declined to mention 
any other producers with whom he 
is negotiating, because ‘the consent 
decree has made competition for 
good personnel so strong in Holly- 
wood.’ 

Silverstone’s atement regarding 
peace with Goldwyn carried out re- 
ports from the Coast that Alexander 
Korda had been acting as an in- 
termediary with an olive branch, 
with legal action called off and set- 
tlement of diflerences due shortly 
UA attornev Charles Schwartz lue 
in Hollywood from Palm Spru 
shortly to discuss progress V 
Korda. 

Silverstone efe ed ‘D 
questions to Kelly, who sat at ! 
side. Kelly exp! ed 1 all ¢ 
gsagements at 75c. and $1.10 would be 
played off | Christmas and new 
terms and admish scales would go 
into effect after that, with no seliing 


going on now. Questions of clear- 
ance and change in terms and admish 
will be worked out individually with 
exhibs who have already played the 
film. Kelly said. Some exhibs have 
asked to be allowed to raise prices, 
he declared, but this is ‘being dis- 
couraged in an effort to make it 
really a popular picture.’ 
Okays Decree, But — 
U.S. film industry under the de- 
'eree, Silverstone declared, is headed 
\for the English method of selling, 
| which could very well prove a boon. 
He pointed out how grosses in Brit- 
lain had improved and fewer cluck 
' pix were turned out after the Films 
| Act—equivalent of the decree—had 
been passed. 

Reports that Jack Schlaifer, west- 

was be- 


ern division anager, 

ing let out and Haskell Masters, 
Canadian mar er for UA, beu 
named to.replace ! were denied 


flicts in tfpes of 
to develop hew talent 
Silverstone on 


pictures, attempt 
work thr 
ans for better- 
con ult 


ompany and 
types 


ough 
any p 
e + > 


c 


es department on 


th t 





of filr @ public desires. 

UA f also Announced all em- 
ployes of the company in Britai: 
beli nay to nber between 
100 a 50%—will receive special 
0! ( tmas because ot the 
lifficu s¢ tions unde 1 the 
have v cal, Bonus was recently 
voted b tG iders. f tone 
plan of pro¢ucer rebate e! ikely 
, 2) tl! 1 ait it ex € 
shortly, « i ead stated. 

Meantime, Suit Is Argued 
Ap ! Artists Col 
} 5 5 
I a | 
oO ely ' ’ 
j ol actio 1€d er- 
Tuesday) al court 
petore Juc S Ex iu ( Pe 
whe ‘ i de ) J mu- 

] igreea upon @a@ ng U Bu- 
ment tnat anothe apy l b) 

'Goldwyn to examine Alexander 
Korda before trial would pe held 
in abeyance until the court decides 
the dismissal order, and th the 


court will be asked to set a da» for | 
the examination of Korda in Ny,, } 
and should the date prove unsuitaDs | 
to the producers’ convenience, de- 


Edward C. Raftery, arguing for 


‘UA. stated that the newl; nended 
complaint failed to c with 
Judge Vincent L. Leib 

telling Goldwyn to sep: 

and number the disputed charges. | 
He stated that the complaint was 
repetitious and redundant. Louis 


Frohlich appaared for Goldwyn. The 
| producer seeks $1,000,000 for alleged 
| interference with the distribution of 


‘The Westerner,’ and a cancellation 
of his 10-year distribution pact I 
UA ¥ h has till August : 

4 


D 


run. \ 


| vice 


one thing or another in drama. 

The one big thing that rc ally con- 
cerns the actor in all this hullabaloo 
is how the heck to make a living out 
of the business. That is what worries 
him and because of those worries 
you will always be reading of some 
ex-star now entering the restaurant 
business or the county political sys- 
tem. There are probably more peo- 
ple talking and discussing and an- 
alyzing the ‘drahmah and the th-a- 
tur’ than there are poor devils trying 
to get a feed out of it. And most of 
the talkers let their energies flow 
off in the direction of the little thea- 
tres where the ‘actors’ work only for 


| glory and vanity. 


If the poor and well-intentioned 
people of the theatre cannot get an 
answer to their problem of making a 
living, then to heck with the theatre 
and the big-mouthed-drama-lovers. 

Carl Peterson. 





Kowtowing to the Great? 
Editor, Variety: 
New York. 

When prominent actors appear in- 
frequently in legit, stage or radio, 
columnists often don’t divorce bias 
from reviews. Extreme leniency 
shows up in the daily radio sections, 
obviously a measure to hold on to 
the biggies already on the air and to 
seduce more high class attractions. 
Salaaming to the ‘great’ was not 
found in Brooks Atkinson’s Sunday 
article on ‘Twelfth Night,’ hats off to 
him. Current theatre season certainly 
is on the blink; more reason for him 
to kindle high praise. 

Solid objective criticism from 
radio departments’ will . promote 
better scripts and acting on the net- 
works, both urgent necessities to off- 
set the flourish of milk and soap air- 
ings. Maybe radio eds are lured by 
products and not programs. ‘Tis a 
thought. 

Valerie Leigh Hunt. 


—— 








Draft Ruling 


Continued from page 3. 





‘the end of the required year’s train- 
ing. 
Board took: the case under ad- 


visement, indicating that the actor 
would not be inducted into the ser- 
until after the engagement 
ended. March was tentatively set 
for him to report again. Understood 
that shows have been classed as 
temporary employment and in such 
instances draftees are not supposed 
to be called until out of work. Same 
expected to apply to vaudfiim, 
night club and radio engagements. 


is 


Equity has taken no action in 
respect to the draft other than to 
arrange that members are not liable 
for dues during the period of ser- 
vice. Members are supposed to ap- 
ply for withdrawal cards, but those 
neglecting to do so will be credited 
if after being mustered out they 
present credentials proving the pe- 
riod of service. 





Bills Next Week | 
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6 Tip-Top Dane San Diego 


hael Pais Ore Bill & Ide w 
Huck’s Redford Inn | JUre | 
Mac McGraw Ore reOrKe e! 
A Alex Ore 
Club Royale Bovd Sents 
Cappe & Beatrice Verne’s 
} Vv er 
R G Ke . 
( i 
ge i ; Whittier Hotel 
: selLtes (Gold Cup Reom) 
Statler Totel \ alio (4) 
EM iguera Ore Wonder Bar 
}’ a Gilt ) Raly Rotge Ore 
George Negrette 2 es 
4 “s 
CLEVELAND 
Alpine Village | Hotei Sterling 
Dawn & Darrow loo my tae Oude 
Int'l Rollos peg wee 
a | “Hotel Hollenden 
»0OD opie } 2, a1} 
Carl Mueller — Fa = 
| Otto Thurn Ore were Me 


| Staples & Corney 


College ies | Marian Arden 


Hy Baron Orc Sorell! 

a : Sorell 
mais. | = & Vel Sammy Watkins Or 
Freddie's Cafe | Hotel Statler 
' 

leet Lackey Orc | Jose Morand Ore 

| Eton 2 | Josephine DelMar 
Stuy Kaye ‘Catalina Re an 

|Mildfer & Ma Juck & EAjie’s 

|} Vi Mn. " line Rubertino we sorte 
Ede Barnes i } 2 erp hb 

Gourmet Cini Ariene R 

ER , T~ Ce ver ‘ 
‘ Dinson orc “ tof - 
Burns 2 & Evelyn | Ramon ‘ ie 
sill Lockman nm ~JTe 
Ellen Dargo Re far 


j ston 
vat DeLucca 
Mound’s (Club 


Hote! Allerton 
Karen ‘rey 
| Louis City 


| Jack M % Vd Prussin Ore 
| Regal Club 
Vote! Carter Ducky Malvin Ore 
e’satiliang Thirty-Seve 
ens tieeeaa 1 even Club 
Hotel Cleveland S 
Psal Pendarvis oO, Frances 
Hdel Fenway Hall i 
> wt Erwin Myo Rhye rr Debs 
















Wednesday, December 4, 1940 


EO 





~ MR. & MRS. L 


They get Great News! © 











“PAPA, SEE WHAT 

THEY’RE SAYING 

ABOUT 

‘COMRADE a . 

a ( 4 

“MAMA, WAIT 
TILL YOU 
READ THIS 
WIRE ON 
‘FLIGHT 





COMMAND'!" 

















